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No. 73. the following Proeeedmgs of the Boar‘u of Beve.nno. ,(o?‘ Tth Muy :
187§, No. 1,188 — '

v =t \lul 4
Read the following letter from Sm'geot -Major J. 'SFORTT R Dy &mpector of

Vaccination, Medras Presidency, to H. E, STeR &EY -
Secretary to the Board o“f Revemté dated | W at 875
£ No, 2,04] 2 4
Inm.ﬁﬁhonor to ‘submit to the Board a report on ihe hsts of snakel

”rocewod from the different Collectorates in this Presidency during the past year.

2. Whilst a few of the lists contained some valdhble information and the
correct designations of the poisonous and non-pomonoun sphecies, others had
fanciful vernacular names of snakes said to be poisoncus. From a few districts
specimeiis were received which enabled me to dxstmgmsh the different species.
I ha redntnbnted all of these to the Medical College and the Government
Central Museum, -

3. Inow mb;om a lwt of the voisonous snakes common in this Presidency
with such of their vernacular names as could be ascertained, and it will be spr.{ﬁ)at

" many different designations are given to the same species. This, no M

to the belief ampng natives of the country that there is in'Souvthern India a‘ver?
arge number of poisonous snakes. A careful inquiry reduces the pomon't o

* 1. NagsTnpndunlorCobu. 3 m"‘”‘m

R i,

. ’A! andof%ethe ﬁrst threearethomm

L 1 oph;w Elaps. ‘ deadly and occasion the chief mortality.

faciatus, - The other four pmsonoua snakest
5 %mm“éx“d varieties). rarely cause ‘deaths. ' They are never

met with in the vicinity of inhabited

lngéa but mtrmt their movements to the ]nngles and hills of hilly dutncts ¥

" They are found chiefly in Sonth Canara and in the Northern Provinces. 15

-

4. Sea-snakes are very poisonous, but along the Eastern Coast the Emiydnm
Bengalensis, or Vala Kndyen, seems. to icasion the ohxef mortality kmcng ﬁshor-
men and boatmen. et 5

5. The list now sent is stxll as regs“d! v‘h‘mjeular nainei, incomplete,
‘absence of specimens making it nnpomht to identify the snakes alluded

many of the received lists. Imparfeof. as’ it is, however, the pregam st may. bo Lt

xghad on as correct. 5

6. lbeg to enclose eolored dramngs of dl the poxsonons snalmu i have as
"' yet been able to distinguish. I think it would be well to have copies made, and
jargely distributed, of the four snakes common to all the districts ; copies of the
four rarer species might also:be distributed in the partxcular provinces- they
inhabit. There would be no difficulty also in preaervmg apocnnens of the poison-

ous snakes in spirits and lodging them in some prominent places in the chif E

market towns. Duplicate copies of the accompanying drawings might perhaps be

- made in the School of Arts ; but, if the Board find any difficulty in that, I bave ascer-
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vernment, Revenue Djart,mt,

ortist v;vill k_si‘ke as manyi copies as may be requirefl at a charge
cOpY. <3 - B
i &! 1m£>.ressi'on p?egi".‘; t’at tl.e natives know Fittle o snakes or of
ex&;ﬁjr ¥ 0 fzﬂ to distifiguish #hespoisoncas from the non-poisonous
: :]pec_:m:‘,:md the names e may dider in each districi? %/any of the vernacular
e:‘% tblmn:l:‘lggr* oy, ag&rop'*m. te to the species indicated, but unfortu-
nately the 1‘nyt wlogy, supcrstigon, and mystery of the Hindou ieges hars 1oito
 meny imaginary names and attributes being given to spakes. i ha;e’é met with
ratives who could givesa sorrect and expressive name to each snake, though even

with them their pwisonous qualities were invariably exagge'ra.ted , and both najives
and Europeans class manrinnncuous snakes as poisonous. 5

. ©

8.‘ Stfrgeon-);lajor .Licholson,‘in a treatise on Ophiology, derides the idea of
il i i of sk ot i e
e :i el 1 asts the morta ity of snakt?-blte with tflfat of dog-

: phobia. T'se mortality from snake-bite and dog-bite cannot,
h.om&zﬁl?;p:g in comparison, for the hydrophobia cases to which he draws atten-
?um,’ehl fie Secur among the European races, and are not caused by stray dogs,

. ‘-,Q..t(.:;y pets kept by the Europeans themselves. What with unnatural food and
| 1::: ‘JI.}S such dog}s often becm.ne ma,u.and bite their owners. Hydrophobia is not of
~Lsgient occurrence among the Matives of the country, though every village and
: Via‘ml?t is filled with paviah dogs. ®Snake-bite with natives has quite different
features. Lhe people go about almost unclad, and while engaged in their usual
avocations, or in moving abroad during the night, are bitten and die. Owing to
the religious mystery enshrouding every snake, and knowing well the cunning and
rapidity with which snake: coneeal themselves after giving the death-wound, the
friends of the injured persons make no exertions to hunt up or destroy the sn’ake
but resort to charms, or the victims submit, as they say, to their fate. But 1 believe’
if an inducement be offered in the shape of a small sum of money, that entire’
coglmunities will‘soon be engaged in the search for, and destruction of, the poison-
ous species. ]’The most recent information shows fhat one out of every 5,000
human being’s in this country is yearly de.s?:oyed by snake-bite, and this morta,lity
need not be. 3 ((
9. Admitting that the number ¢ poisonous snakes is great, also that they are

widespread and jucrease rapidly, st'ill ¢ systematic plan for their destruction, per-
St Pﬂ‘y&ﬂ,}fgéa out, must, as I believe, end, if not in their exterminations, at Jeast
in a vast reduction of their numbers. As th.e case now stands, a greater number of
doaths i8 produced by these poisonous ‘re.ptxles taan by wild beasts. :

10. 1 would only add further that in localities infested with snakes the breed
ing of poultry should be encouraged, more especially the guinea-fowl; pea-fowl
ghould be domesticated, and the common hedg.e-GrOW. or erow-pheasant, or kalli-
kaks, which is oftgn/:vantoﬂly destroyed by natives, should be protected.

11. Destruction or exte:mination of the snakes should be carried out chiefly

duriog the pairing and breeding season in the months of May, June, July, and

Au_gust..
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s Encuose e No. 1. y B
Y4 List of Potsonpus Snakes u.:-i“,h their Vernacular Naheh, —~ ° ;
—" _——-—-:@”‘_’“—'z—‘_———"‘f» o > s S
; Y S TR e e :
Sgentnﬁc English Namé.‘ »;_aﬁ;{wa?. Te J:. Nate. a2 l;‘r:m .,Gan:;ieae nge.
ame. : ooy y 2 C & 8 B A\)t&,/
— —_ e o 3 ]
: ; L T ; o L AL
: ipu- Naga or Nella {afnnstie Na e S\wg - ghatti Candodi.
ngt?ﬁ"f{“ LC:);DI"D - Pimboo. aa. £, l Rakta Candodi.
X > Nagam. Thachu ram- Nagar Han.
% . moo. £y : Naga Sarpa.
Bungarus Ar- | Bingarus,  or Yannai or Paunay | Thusta Pam- | Krait.. ... |Kadabalaka. *
cuatus. White-arched | Vyrien. mov. . Balevadaka.
B Bungarus. Kundum Karuva- | Thati Buruga. }e Balehan Han.
vﬂhﬂl&y- a ‘\1;
Viriyan.
Punnariv Pamboo, R B (;1\; 5 P
3 . | Russels Viper, Kattri Vyrien. atuku - oo Bora. |Kudralu, ‘or
D:m? e Chguls E:, Kajntheeydo. | kufa Poda. | Jesser. Kolaka Kun’
Cobra Manilha. | Seegootu do. Peda Pinjara. - madi.
Tie Polanga...|lratta  do. Puli Rinjara. 1 Raktamizali.
Shev do. Ruktha do. Chattemnund)*~
Kolli . do. In Kistna also U _Han, - §°
Shevuttu do. Kutlapurugu, fugin - Kon-
Changili do.. W padi Han!
e Peru do. i o S
Kannadi do. ) 2
Pera  Kunnadi - 3R
- Vyrien. . 4 o 4
Echis Cari- |The  Carpet | Seru Suratay | Suratay Pam- | Afae ... <. Tavadu  hapa-
I ~WgorTTT T Mu« - et s cawee 2o e il ,!@h_*\: én,d - i
Asp. Kutta Vyrien. Midi ralu.
. Shuruta do. Tavodn  ka-
Pul do. . madi.
Kuru  do. . [ ;
Shiru  do.
Kayattu do.
Nedu  do.
] Murukku do.
Elsps Ophi- | The Hamadry- | Not known Veiragu Not known, | Not known.
ophagus. ad or Hill o e
Cobfa- - = -
Bangarus | Yellow-banded Do. . | Bungaram Po. ‘Do.
Senafacia- | Bungarus, Pammoo. :
tus. » F ) = o
Hypnale Nepa . Do. 175t known... Cl‘;:fit} Kan-
i
Trimesurus. oeee Do. - RS SRl | MEEPRE PN T Rakta . Kon-
. S SN S ..,\;u-',,',{ i T W
i .\l Nettra  Kun-
i = | R
) Chatte  Kun-
nadi Han.
| »
MaprAs, (Signed) JOHN SHORTT, .o, Surgeon-Major,

8th March 1875.

Dz. SuortT's letter,

Tnspector of Vaccingtion, Madras Presidency.

e,

Exctosonss Nos. 2 to 12.— Colored drawi/zs of Snakes.
p |

will be submitted for the orders of Government.

ey

-
o

with the twelve colored drawings which uccompanied it,
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i e
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Oftng 3/

merel

head and
reduced to am'rﬁuﬁij‘

Denile b portmn
p&o\ y000 copies.
forwarded herewith, but, ev

otograpns are
at o' Tites mentioned, it would cﬂg'a consid-

small

8tk June 1875.

r

adras Government, Revenue bepa —ment

f'" N

e pseless

the eqlored dyawings m

withou! these oyl
asphotograpif ona redug

about Rupees

to accompany
The Board have ascertained that

 information therein cox;%ned, it would

ﬁ'ﬂ*ﬂcal‘e and colored at the Survey
50 for 1,500 copiege [t might suffice to color

he body, in whick caso the cost would be"

Specithens of ph

« erable sum to dmsemmat‘e the information widely.

(Trué Copies and Extract.)

-~

/I

(Signed)

C. A. GALTON,

Acting Sub-Secretary.
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\"\ “No. 74. Omopr akrEoN, Sth June 1875, No. 893.

~

. Tur Board are authorized to procure
1,500 copies, colored, at a cost of Rs. 450,
for distribution to district officers, the

ical Establishnent, and others thh copy of Dr. Shortt’s report, which should be
YGPPﬂted Ten sets should, be seni to the Government Office.

2. 'The native names,in the Vernacnlar and in English should be given on each
oopy, as well as the sciehtific name.

H
7 %v Twe tianks Of Government are dae to Ur. Shortt for this practicaily useful fass 2
contribution to the dJscusawn of this important subject. . '

Miscellaneous. . \

-7 NG Q\ 7

‘-z._.

e

3 (True Extract.)

(Bigned)  A. MACGREGOR,

Acting Secretary to Government.

L3
To the Board-of Revenue. *
» the Accountant-General. .
» the Burgeon-Major J. Blortt, w.n. ;

- -

Fxd J. W. Fischer. \
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Vaccination, .\.T.ggras Presidency,~to H. E.
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 8th March 1875,
5 Fad 4

 No. 2,041 »—

]
I®nave the honor to submit to the

s i\ S : AT it 00 ) *.
| s > ) »
. gt
| i 2. "%" j 4
b 'A: F ’.'4'
A
L > : <
> Qﬁ g 43. ’
< rs ,,;/
B AR T
) ay *
X iy : ‘ _)‘ "
. , ;
- 3 g ; ‘ A _‘{'
ProceepiNes® Jf wEE BOARD OF, 1'?; (i, dateday .y 1870. =i
o ¥ o ey R B 7 e .
Rond s iorowing - 10 ol ie i Jajor J. SHORTT, mp, Inspector of

STOKES, Esq., Acting

Board a repbrt on {)\e lists of snakes

received from the different Collectorates in this Presidency during the past year.

9. Whilst a few of the lists contained some valuable information and the _
e poisonous and enonpoisdnous species. otherse bed =
to be poisonous. From a fu.Bdtetidc~ -

correct designations of th
faneiful vernacular names of snakes said

Rpecimens were received which e'n.gbleﬂ me o

1 bave redistributed all of these to the
Central Museum.

distinguish the different spect 57
Medical College and the Government

-

3. I now subjoin. a list of the poisonous snakes common ‘o this Presid.ney

with such of their vernacular names

large nuinber of poisonous snakes.

*]. Naga Tripudians or Cobra.
2. Bungarus Ceruleus.
3. Daboia Elegans.
4. Echis Carinota. 1

s Ophiophagus Elaps.
2. Bungarus faciatus. o
3. I'rimesurus (several ¥ vieties).

G Hypnale Nepa-

'.'vi'llnges, but restrict their movements t¢

-

They are found chiefly in South Ca

4. Sea-snakes are very poisonous, but alon

" A careful inquiry reduces

as could be sscerteined, and it will be sech that
many different designations are given to the same species, This, no doubt, has led
4o the belief among natives of tie-cous e

thab W‘iﬁﬂ’ R s
tiie poisonous
species to about eight. The four noted
on the margin® are the most common in

the different districts of this Presidency,

~ and of these the first three are the most
- deadly and occasion the chief mortality.

'fho other - four poisonous snakes {
rarely cause deaths. They are never
met with in the vicinity of inhabited

the jungle: and hills of hilly districts.
nara and in the Noi*hern Provinces. ;
g the Eactern Coast the Enhydrinc.—

‘Bmgaleﬂ"", or Vala Kadyen, seems to occasion the chief p;fsr_b}xf\ ity amilg fisher-

"« men and boatmen.

~

=

5 The list now sent is stall, as regards vernacular names, incomplete, the
ahsence of specimens making it impossible to identify the snakes alluded toin
many of the received lists. Imperfect as it is, however, the present list may be

relied on as correct.

6. 1beg to enclose colored drawings of all ghe poigpnous gnakes I have as
yet been able to distinguish. I think it would. be well to hase copies niade, and
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should i@ «omesticated,

T T2 X
£ 54 kaka, whick is often want

W R ﬂ &1 e distrieta; copies of the \ X
x 1 . et 3 N ) ; . 3 v &N &
sDesees might al’ o e Fistr \ki in the Jarticular provinces they eV

R - : i ,'; ﬂ\\ e
« <N
A

= \(‘ / inhabit. ,l;*‘;n.’?? it ja.b ,&3"? dif“icul vws  weeserving spocimens of th poison- 11. . Destruetioa or
e snakés id h;?’gxts a%}.j.j;dg‘:‘.xlg theww | me protfinent places in the shief | - during the pairing and
£y market towns  I'uplicaie _";}'ipids of the ik, mpapying Fawings might perhaps be | v A';gust. “Thc
: mi(lde i'n thé S(‘;!\AOU. " ‘ !ua“ (k é)ut,'\if‘t‘he H.‘é;;"c \.ﬁynd Aany di !culty in that, I [iave ascer- A A ; '.
’ tained that an ar{wf willg aake&(a mal =/ copies as, mi{ he required at a charge 2 : ; Y
of one Rupee per \p] J \ % P ik = 3 e e ! -=~A.,..~,.—_—,f_ Lﬂ;}f&? i Jreergy W
7. A general lnpression prevailz hg*ﬁthe nativesst e 2ita of gnakes ox of = Ratitias o ‘Hindustani \Q"‘qu Namz,
their names. They do fail %o distinguisu vau potduncus grom the Honpoisonous gl F S e - aghish Naw 5 Name: ‘
species, and the names in use may differ in each distrist = Many of the vernacular ' J - =
SRRt ‘ e e ) 225 & o g g
- designations are, howegyer, ver.y.appropnate to the species .mdxcated,, but unfortu- Naga’ Tripa- | Cebrs . T o Nella | Mumchie Na- YagSamp... | Chatti gaggzgii-
nately the mythology, superstitiors and mystery of the Hinfloo races have led to dians. e 77| Pamboo. za.® . -l g:‘;: I;m- =
~ many imaginary aames affd attributes being given to snakes. I have met with A Nagam. Th.,:eol;n bigiat { Naga Sarpa.
~ natives who could :give a correct and expressive name to each snake, though even Bungarus Ar- | Bungdrus, or | Yaunai or Paonay Thusta Pam- Krait... - ‘ %:ld;\ﬁ::: @
;‘:%«;ﬁ with them their poisonous qua)’;ties were invariably exaggerated, and both natives 3 48 - cuatus, White-arched KVY?*‘“-KM"; Th:l::Buruxt & 3 Baleban Hag: -
gf e Eqropqap{g‘clm many innocaoas snakes as poisonous, , b % ga :l‘:““"; . | eSS :
e "\ 5iiisiirgeon-Major Nicholson, in a treatise on Ophiology, derides the idea of —d o , l\,’l;;!‘{:: S % b e
%‘“ ' _ éi@erminatﬁxg;s{lg.kes, first, on‘th,-e seore of expense and, secondly, from his belief as ] ~ Daboia Ele- | Russels Viper. | Kattri Vyri®n. o W“Po;l.: gg::r Bora. K‘ﬁm K“:'_ _
to the impessibility, and he contrasts the mortality of snake-bite with that of dog- gans. Chain  do. | Kajuthee 30- Pefl:‘}’ini i s o ~padi.
bite resulting in hydrophobia. The mortality from snake-bite and dog-bite cannot, . %’:r}:::zﬂf .' ?:3:0 + d‘:. Puli Pinjara. PRyl Mumiuléi‘
“howuver, be put in somparisen, for the hydrophobia cases to which fie draws atten- : ' % B8 ! Sher - do: Ruktha do. ¥ cb‘;m‘_““" 3
jon daiefl oceur among the Eumf n races, and are not caus d by stray d Kolli  do. 1a Kidguuies] o T ':3‘.“, ‘Kua-
. tion dhiefly ¢ ng pean races, and are not caused by stray dog, \ Shevattn do, | Kutsptega” | TERA
~ butuy pets kept by the furopeans themselves. What with unnatural food and | Changili do. 2 ogE S o s
it sueh dogs ofe bﬁbﬂlﬂemw and bile theix owners. Hydrophokia is not of 1 o S g -thil' e “fwﬁ : S —,w—»ﬂw**q""”:’"m*"‘"’w
 frequent occurrence among the natives of the country, though every village and gk , “"’“Sr‘%" AR s e
,hgmlet is filled with pariah dogs. Snake-_bltq with n.atwes has quite (?\ﬁ'erent g : ““Echis Cari.|The  Carpet Sorz Suratay Suratay Pam- | Afas .. Tavada hapa
~ features, The people go shout almost unclad, and while engaged in their usual " nota. - - . «Viper. . | _rPamboo. ' PO LRl “’;‘i‘:"' kndrd;:
~ avocations, or in moving abroad during the night, are b?tteu and die. Owing to Asp. ‘}& g;:::" ;i:n e Tavodu ke
~ the religious mystery enshrouding every snake, and knowing well the cunning and <o php e _ 1k
~ rapidity with which snakes conceal themselves after giving the death-wound, the : ) e
 friends of the injured persons make no exertions to hunt up or destroy the snake,
__ but resort to charms, or the vietims submit, as they sayto their fate. But I believe,. o
if an inducement be offered in the shape ofa small sum of money, that entire , El gk Opbi- |
_cnmmunities will soon be engaged in the search for, and destruction of, the poison- 0¥ { 7_@, gus. -
ous species, The most recent information shows that one out of every 5,000 A Bangarus
human beings in this country is yearly destroyed by snake-bite, and this mortality R ?_f;‘d'“i"
peed nov M. il - ¥, < - H Jpnale Ne
9. A dmitting that the number of poisonous snakes is great, also that they are * Trimesurus,
~ widespread and increase rapidly, stiil a systematjc plan {or ineir desiruction, pex- fatindem T gy o
sistently earried out, must, as 1 believe, end, if notin their exterminations, at least 7S
_in a vast reduction of their numbers. As the case now stands, a greater number of Rk e M EIN
“ deaths is produced by these poisonous reptiles than by wild beasts. _ grree I ee g, L R
110, I woild only add fur her that in localities infested with snakes the breed- Maoras, 2 1:“:??“""’5;‘?:': m."i 20
ing of poultry shcald be encuraged, more especially the guinea-fowl; pea-fowl ,&1\ March 1875. ¢ g [',c’-““g”“t“‘., R o
i '3:- 3. .'
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