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4 Ne. 32. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 20th
< g May 1875, No. 1,373 :— @it sogr

Read the following letter from Surgeon W. MACRAE, M.B., M.0., .A., Acting
Chemical Exandiner, to H. E. STOKES, Esq; Acting, Seerstary to the
Board of Reyenue, dated Madras, 30th April 1875, Noj 145 :—
I mave the ‘honor fo acknowledge receipt of the file of papers referring to the
composition of country-made beer sent from your office on the 27th instant.

.

2. Country-made beer has beerf frequently. analysed in this office, and there

wéuld be no difficulty in doing so again were it not for certain spedial obstacles

having reference to the present time in particular. These have been already
reported to Government in connection with other matters.” In the first place I am
at present doing the duties of two Professors besides those of the Chemical Analyst
proper, and, secondly, I have beed temporarily deprived almost entirely of iy
Assistant. _ , 5 ; :
3. 1 can have very little spare time till July at least; but, in order that the
Board may not be inconvenienced, I will do what I can in the way of beer
analysis until the Professor of Physical Science has his laboratory completed.

"4, 1 think it would be well to send me samples of beer fresh from the
breweries, and to send me four or five bottles of each samplo in crder that T might

be able to note what changes take place in them by keeping for one to two
months. The browers may intend their liquor to be drunk soon after’ its manu-
facture, but they are not likely to throw it dway if not sold off quickly.

5. In Ais memorandum on country beer Surgeon-Major Nicholson assumes
that in England excise duty is levied both on malt and hops. He is mistaken a8
regards the hops, there being no duty on them at present, and consequently
English brewers have taken largely to using cheaper bitters, such as quassia, one

shilling’s worth of this article producing as much bitters as ten shillings’ worth

of hops. Quassia, too, is one of the most harmless of bitters, so that the use of
this and similar preparations cannot be in any sense injurious. _

6. The samples of beer prewed in the plains of India hitherto examined in
this office have been always condemned for various reasons. - ; ‘.

7. As the Government of India appear to be in favor of the establishment of
country breweries, it would be well to ask them for » full and exhaustive définition

of the teirn. Jndian-tde BIer s i wsn oot

Tag samples already received from Collectors .unden_patagra[iﬁ'-'lﬂf-of- Board's

Proceedings, dated 24th March 1875, No. 722, will be sent to the Chemical Examiner,
as will also any further specimens which may be received. : : -

9. The Commissioner of the Nilgiris and the Collector, of Bellary will be -

requested, with reference to paragraph 4, to procure’without notice and send to the
Chemical Examiner specimens of the beer fresh from the breweries. _
3. With reference to paragraph 7, the Board resolve to req st Government

to apply to the Government of India for information ¥ t0 the ingredients of the
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beon laid down for adoption in that Presidency. -
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| Paocgmixas op T Boasb)os Revenos, «ated 20th May 1878, S8 .
Read the following letter from Snrgion W. MA},}RAE, M.B., M.C., M.A., Acting
4, SRR Chemical Examiner, to H.7i. STOKES, Ksq., Acting Secretary to the

"% _ Board of Revenue, dated.}f;dras, 30th Ap%_-il 1875, No. 145 :—
% *

I male the honor to acknowledge receipt of thejfile of papers referring to the
,—-‘compositi"" of country-made beer sent from your Tice on the 27th instant.

2. Co -made beer has been frequently shalysed in this office, and there
" would be no diffigulty in doing so again were it not for certain special obstacles
having reference to the present time in particular, These have been already
reported to Govx,:nmenh in connection"with other matters. In the first place 1 am
at present doing o duties of two Profegsors besides those of the Chemical Analyst

proper, and, aaconé.“y, I have been tempozarily daprived alniost entirely of my

Assistant. i
3. I can have very little spare time till July at least; but, in order that the

Board may not be i venienced,»I will do what I can in the way of beer
analysis until the Profesgor of Physical Science has his laboratory completed..

4. 1 think it woulk be well to send me qangples of beer fresh from the
breweries, and to send me four or five bottles of each sample in order that I might
__ be able to note what @hanges take place in them by keeping for one to two
" months. The brewers may intend their liquor to be drunk soon after its ‘manu-

facture, but they are not likely to throw it away if not sold off quickly.. :

"~ 5. Inhis memora@c}ﬁm on country beer Surgeon-Major Nicholson assumes

that in England excise duty is levied both on malt and hops. He is mistaken as
regards the hops, there being no duty on them at present, and consequently

English brewers have taken large.ly to-using cheaper bitters, such as quassia, one

=

i bhopg,. Quassia, too, is one of the n.ost harmless of bitters, so that the use of

s Il

this and similar preparations cannot be in,any sense injurious. \
6. The samples of beer brewed in the plains of 1ndia hitherto examined in
.. this office have been always condemned for various reasons.
' 7. As the Government of India appear t5 be in favor of the establishment of
country breweries, it would be well to ask them for a full and exhaustive definition
of the term Jndian-made beer. ;

Tar samples already received from Collectors under paragraph 16 of Board's
Proceedings, dated 24th March 1875, No. 722, will be sent to the Chemical Examiner,
as will also any further specimens which may be received. ‘

2. The Commissioner of the Nilgiris and the Collector of Bellary will be
requested, with reference to paragraph 4, to procure without notice and send to the
Chemical Examiner specimens of the beer fresh from the breweries.

3. With reference to paragraph 7, the Board resolve fo request Government
to apply to the Government of India for information as to the ingredients of the
country beer brewed in Bengal, and to ascertain whether any specific definition of
eountry beer has been laid down for adoption in that Presidency.

k.7 (A true Copy and Extract.) ‘!ﬁ '

Bh {- : Acting Secretary.
To the Chemical Ex¢ niner, with 20 sample bottles of beer ' i
" 2+ d copies of Collectors’ lettere forwarding them, and of Board's
af s : Proceedings, dated 27tk April 1875, No. 1,068,
,, the Secretary to Grivernment, Revenue Departiment.
,, the Commissioner o1 *he Nilgiris.
,y/the Collector of Bell .ry.
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