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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
. 5th January 1875.

SaniratioNn—WAaTER SupPLY.

No. 1. Read the following letter-from Surgeon—MaJor W. R. CORNISH, r.z.c5,,
Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Foxt St George, dated Madras, |
7th December 1874, No. 1435 :— -

With reference to Proceedings of Government, No. 1271 ot' the 6th October
1874 (Revenue), I have the honor to atlach cupies of corregpondence with tho -
Collector of Tinnevelly regarding the improvement of vﬂlage wells, &e¢., in those
parts of the district where sickness has recently prevailed. . |

9. A liberal provision has been made,in the Local Funds Estimates of
1875-76, for carrying out sanitary improvements in the villages of the district.

From Surgeon-Major W. R. CORNISH, rr.c.s,, Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to
' R. K. PUCKLE, Esq.,, Collector of Tinnevelly, dated Madras, 21st September 1874,
No. 1211, ‘ : _
1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 807, of the 12th September 1874,
and enclosures.
2. The investigation conducted by Drs. Rickards and Mr. Bird would seem to indicate that
there has been an increase of sickness and mortality amongst certain classes of the people who use

" new cumboo grain, and who reside in villages that have suffered from prolonged drought and

scarcity of water, but there is no ovidence to show either that a new disease has arisen in the
district, or that the symptoms complained of by certain people have the characteristics of an

ok 4 __epidemic disorder.

8. The'want of good water in Ettiapuram, during the present dry seuson, is alluded to hy
Mr. Rickards, and I trust the Local Funds Board of the district may be enabled to devote fands
to the provision of good masonry-lined wells, for the several castes, in this and other villages of
the district in which the water snpply is known to be bad and scarce in quantity and injurious to
the public health.

4, I would venture to suggest that a return should be called for, showing the provision for
each village, in regard to water supply, and whether the people depend upon wells, open tanks
or running streams, and the number of each available.

5. The conservancy of Ettiapuram and especially of the public wells, which from Mr.
Rickards’ report is very defective, should be attended to, and perhaps it would be advisable to

* warn all village authorities to take steps for keeping their wells of drinking water ¢lean, and to

pave the margins of guch wells.

B

From R. !4 PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to Surgeon-Major W. R. GORNISH F.R.C.5.,
Sa.mtary Commissioner for Madras, dated Sattakulam, 6th October 1874, No. 263.
In reply to your letter, No, 1211, dated 21st September last, I have the honor to inform you-
that twelve public wells in Ettiapuram are now being cleaned and floored round, and provision has

- been made by the Loeal Fund Board of the Tinnevelly Cirele for cleaning and’ flooring round

several public wells in other parts of the Ettiapuram talug. .
2. The necessity of this useful work is fully recognised here, and a large number of wells in
Kous parts of the district are annually improved by a masonry or gravel flooring with slope
'WAW'M spilt waber ; from the well. ,
D) B ey

From Surgeon-Major W. R. COBNISH 7508, Ssnitary Commissioner for Madras, to

R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tmnevelly, dated Ootacamund, 13th October 1874,
No. 2.
' I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 263, of the 6th October 1874, in
which you inform me that steps have already been taken to clean and repair the wells in the village of
Ettiapuram and other parts of the Ottapidaram talug where sickness has been recently prevailing.
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