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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depiriment,
3rd June 18'75.

@

No. 26.  Read the followmg Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th May
1875, No. 1,230 :— L

Read the followmg Jetter from W S. FOSTER Esq , Acting Collector of the
Godavery District, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secrctary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Cocanada, 313t March 1875, No, 115 :—

In an appeal petition unders Regulation VI. of 1831 No. 5-83 of 1874, I

. decided that the plaintiff had a betier claim to the oﬂxce of Curnam than the

.defendant, but I declined to appoint him on account of a-false statement in his
appeal petition to the cffect that the late Collector, Mr. Frascr, had appointed his
opponent owing to the latter being.a friend of the late Huzur Sheristadar.

2. The Board in their Proceedings, No. 8,476, dated 5th December 1874,
directed me to appoint the plaintiff, saying that the statement was made uninten-
tionally. I asked the Board to reconsider this order as the statement was not
‘made unintentionally, as the man had repeated it verbz’;lly before me when [
pointed it out to him., The Board, however, declined to reconsider -the matter
in their Proceedings, No 914, dated 8th February 1875. ~

— W rmm——e e - —— - e e

3. Ishould feel very ‘much obliged if the Board would refer the matter to
Government. This order has pained me very much. I cannot help thinking that .
the Board believe there is a greci»Ceal of truth in' the statement the plaintiff
madé, or that the Board think it a light thing for the people of the dlsf“wt_fn
maLe false and malicious statements against the Collector.

' 4 Now I do not think that the Board will really, when they think the
matter over carcfully, belicve the statement is true that Mr. Fraser appointed
the plaintiff’s opponent because his Sheristadar was not a friend of the plaintiif.
I think the-Board will allow that the statement is false,

5. The plaintiff then made the statement either knowing that it was false
or believing it to be true. He did not make it inadvertently; he made it know-
ingly. !

6. If he knew it was false when he made it, I cannot think that he is fit to be
a Curnam ; it must be~.emembered that I did not dismiss a man for this who had
been in office any time ; e had not been 1 office; he was clmmmg the office, and
he sought to strengthen :. ‘s claim by this false remark I ain not sure that 1
should have thought it rzb“ s to dlsmxss him for this had he been in office ; but as
he was only applying for the plgce and as his claim was not very much stronger
than his opponent’s, I think that he deserved not to be put in office,

7. But now he has made this false statement knowingly ; he has done that
for which he might be tried for defamation, and no notice is taken of it. He is
notwithstanding put into an office of responsihality and trust. He has nit only
spoken falsely of the late Collector, but I consxder 1t great dlsrespect towards me
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Procccd; ngs of the Madras Government, Revenue Dejartment,
3rd June 1875.

that he should thynk that I should be more likely to pssist him if he told me
"« something to the (Jstriment of iy predecessor.

8.. Now I \{uld ask would it have been right for mo to put this man in
oﬁicg if he had m\do this statement of g Member of fhe Board of Revenue, if
my predecessor msisd of retiving had® left this district to go into the Board ?
I think it would have bren most unbecoming on my part if I had put a man into
office on an application imputing dishonest motives to my superiors, and I cannot
_concetve that a man’s conduet is worse if ho impates such motives to a Member
of the Board than to any other former Collector.

9. 1If the man really believed what ho said, I can still hardly %hink him fit
for the place of Curnam.  If he thinks that this is tho usual conduct of Couccw:is'
I cannot but gupposc that ho is prepared t ace in the samo way himself. Id°

not believo he would act,in his oflice with moro hotesty than he thinks chara-
terizes the conduct of ©ollectors,

10, But I do not beliey

¢ the man thought ho was telling the truth. 1f be
~ .<rad, ho would probably hay

o appealed long age against Mr. Fraser’s order. -

- A}

SuevITTED for the orders of Gov

2. In deciding rival
Collector, whilst adry
offico, declined to ap

= to the eflect that the
to the influence of {1

° R e —

ctnment as requested by the Collector-

claims to tho office of Curnam of Doddanapoods h
itting that ono M, Venkatramanah had the Dest titlo £0 t ::
point him on the ground of a statemcut in Lisappeal Pct‘f,’:"
late Colloctor,"Mr. Praser, had appointed hia nppnnnnt o:lr;
10 Huzur Sheristadar., "The Board roversed the Col'le.c oer
Jecision considcring that their petition s,
avio =aad admittedly the best clm;l; ;
ought not to forfeit this advantago 0Wi=e

the

-

¥seellaneous No 8 176, dated 5th Dece
¢ Iy 176, : mbey
lu.«l‘\ar:d [ 0.914, deted 5th Feblruary 1875,

to eXaggerated statements in his‘potition.

. oy tho
3. The Board regrot that Mr, Foster should have taken so serious & V1CW °fat°_
matter, but they sco no reason to alter their opinion on the casc. Similar &

. ]
ments to that complained of arg frequently made in petitions, but are gcnerﬂl y

i Y. m
treated with contempt. The Board have no wish to withhold their sapport fro

J i : ter
.M o .I oster in any reasonable way, but thoy think the notico taken of this mat
18 1njudicious. .

»

(A true Copy and Extract.)
Signed)  C. A. GALTON,
. (Bigned) Acting Sub-Secrctary
No. 27. * Orprr THEREON, 3rd June 1876, No. £}:9. ) o
1310
Muscellaneous Tug Govesdlaent approve the dz;ould
v | of the Board that an hereditary cltalxlun * foaco
i ' se ido for tho
" described. S not have been set aside fo been

ome indalgence was
long kept out of his rights, ) t

‘ 2.< In the mterests of tho standard of morality among their servants, G°v°mmcnn
. 2re, as a rule, averse to anything Like treating statements of this kund lightly ond 88

due to an angry expression by ono who bad
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
. 8rd June 1875.

5
»

= ,
matter of course, and they sympathize with Mr, Foster’s feeling on tie su‘.}(ect though
not prepared, under the peculiar circumstances of this case, to go the ling*h of depriving

the man of a clearly-established civil nght. g F
» v v
- (True Extract.) P -
L
Iy
. (Signed)  A. M*.JGREGOR,
. . Acting Secretary to Government.
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Godavery District, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Serzetary td the
Board of Revenue, dated Cocanada, 31st March 1875, N0, 115 :— | TN v

IN an appeal petition under Regulation VI, of 1831, No 5-88 of 18;‘*, I
decided that the plaintiff ‘had a better claim to the office ot Curnam than the -
defendant, but I declined to appoint him on account ofﬁf false statement in his i
appeal petition to the ei.i’ect:that 5&1’6 late Collector, Mr. fraser; had appointed bis,.. ... . ..
opponent owing to the latter being a friend of the Iateﬂ,” uzur Sheristadar. .
2. The Board in their Proceedings, No. 8,476, dated Sth December 1874, '
directed me to appoint the pleintiff, saying that the statement was made uninten.
tionally. I asked the Board to teconsider thig order as the statement was not
made unintentionally, as the man %had repeated " it verbally before ame when I |
' pointed it out to him., - The'Board, hoyieve}', declined to reconsider the matter . T
in their Proceedings, No. 914, dated 8th February 1875, °
8. I should feel very much obliged if the Roard would refer the matter to ;
Government. This order has painel]l me very much. I cannot help thinking that’ i -
- _ the Board believe there is agreat deal of truth dn the statement the plaintiff -
* made, or that the Board think it a light thing for the people of the district to - .
make false and malicious statements against the Collector, . -
4. Now I do not think that tho Board %ill really, when they think the
matter over carefully, believe the statement is true that Mr. Fraser appointed

.~ - the plawtifPs opponent becausc his Sheristadar. was not a friend f the plaintiff,. .

-

I xv\ 3 A Ty Medhe e "o :-;&...rxw'-tw. ruo - T Ry T LY e %’L
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i No. 1,230, . T " *
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; ProcEEDINGS OF THE Boirp oF Revexue, dated(11th May 18757
{ = Read the following letter from ., S. FOSTER, Esq., Acting Collg,ftor of the -
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I think the Board will ailow that the statement is false, T
] 5. The plaintiff then made the strtement either knowing that 1t was false > ~ ~ =~
' _or believing'it to be*true. He did 40, make it inadvertently; he made it knov
: :?@)ﬁ}zw:"’ > :;'N}_ ::'s,a . | .o ) - " : L. e
T 6 If-he knew it was false when he made it, I cannot thini: that he is fit ts be

a Curnam ; it must be remembered that I did not dismiss a man for this who bad -
been in office any time ; he had not been in office; he was claiming the office, and \
he sought to strengthen his claim by this false remark, .1 am not sure that I
should have thought it right to dismiss him for this had ltg: been 1n office, but as -
he was only applying for the place, and as his claim was ‘not very much stronger
than his opponent’s, I think that he deserved not to be put 1n office. "

7. But now he has made this falss statement knowingly , he has” done that
for which he might Ve tried for defamation, and né notice is taken of it He is
notwithstanding put inta an office of responsibility ,and trust. He' has not, ouly B

. ~8poken falsely. of the 1:1;:5 Callectar, hut I conaider, it great disrespect towards me -~ '
. that he should think tha’ I should bo more likely to" dssist. him if he told me .
something to the detriment of my predecessor, - * o :

8. Now I would ask would if have been right for *q‘le to put this man in )
* office if he had made this statément of a Member of the Board of Revenue, if

. my predecessor instead of retiring had left this district to go into the Board?
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[ i I think it would have been most unbetoming on my p‘art if T had put ¢ man into” N ’ * - / ‘
H Lo oﬁice.ox{ an application imputing dishonest motives to my superiors, and I carnot I o “ Lo - éca Q//MM \
: l concelvehat a man’s conduct is worsg if ho imputes such mgqtives to a Member : . - RpCaRg
§ ! - of the BoaN! than to any other former Collector. = : g N
i3 9. If the man really bolieved what ho said, I can still hardly think bun fit M - R Al P g /
L ' . for the place o Curnam. I he thinks that this is the usual conduct of Collectors, | “ ; -G 2 . 2
v I cannot but suppcse that he is prepared to act in the samo way himself. Ido o ! W “ L 4 (’e’ &
g: ) not. believe he would ast in his ofic with ‘more honesiy than he thinks chagac- N . R ,, SN L)(
L terizes the conduct of Collectors. “"’;z 1 . . 2. . /22« e

' % ) 10. But I do not & lieve the man thought he was telling the truth. If Le ) A 77 L. Ll ¢/Z Lo .
Bt find, e would probably huve appealed long ago against Mr. Fraser's ordes - = 77 ' - V262 , -
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