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P occednz gs of the Madras Government, Revertue qurtme)zt
31st May 1875.

1

. No. 358 . Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th
C ) May 18:5 No. 1,232, Forest No 81 —

2cad the following letter from W. H CO‘\IY’\T Esq, Actm" Collector of Tinnevelly,
; to O, E. STOLES Esq, Acting Secxetarv to the Board of Revenue, dated
: 22nd April 1815 No 198.

I IIAYE the honor to submut the following 1eport on the mquil 1es made regarding
the tltle of Goveinment to the Kattalai
M’dm‘as"dnectcd m pamgraph 2 of Gov-
crnment Order, No 577 dated 8th May 1874, .. :

! The papers in the Huzur records and those obtained from the taluq give
. the followmg account of the Kattalai Mala1 . -
! \3 The ayacut account, dated Tth September 1803 descrxbes the lull as
_under\— '
“The area 1s 9511 chains*; the bound.mes arc—north, the Koreyar east, the Tam-
5101 brapurm south, Tulukamottai ; and west,
: Jnifligsn.cres wnd 46 cents equal to 5314 square "Kosu Oda1; and the inam is called Vﬂa-
pyjai Kattalan Maniem. -
4, A memorandum (yadast) m the Mahratta language, dated 16th Denembm
1818 and bearing the sxgnature of one Mahal Syed Miran, the then Tahsildar of Brem-
madesam (now Ambasamudram) 1s found on record. -

*

Board’s Proceedmgs, Mis No 142-3, 4:12

s

e 2= There lanoicasgn to d.ou.bt*}e gonuinenoss of thie- w.,um«nty wehict Putpeiis ¢
give a short account of the past h1story of the ull in the following terms .—
« Ambaswrudram Taluq, Tinneselly District, 16¢th Decernber Fasl 1228 (4 D. 1818) .
- «The Inam of Vilapujar Kattalai Mala1 of Papavinasaswami Pagoda'in Vikrama Singa-
puram was not mcluded 1 the Jamabandi from Andu 941 (AD 1766) to 975 (A D. 1800),
but was separately managed by Valangapul Periasam Tevan, Zemindar of Chokampattx, who
died on the 25th Arpasi 945 (AD 1770), subsequently Iis son Valangapul Valaya Tevan
enjoyed 1t In Andu 976 (AD 1801), Tuuvengadam Pilla: leased 1t out to Ilayaperumal
_ Pullai for 105 Pons; out of this, 35 Pons were deducted as being the proportionate share of the
_rent of 'the southern hills, and the remainder was credited to the Swkar On the assumption of
the dustrict by the Company in Andu 977 (A D 180"), 35 Pons were entered as mnam, being the
rental of the southern side hills accordmg to previous years’ accounts Valangapuli Valaya
Teyan died on the 14th Adi of Andu 981 (A D 1809) According to the Jamaband: of the 1nam
: halls, 35 Dons stand entered as 1nam in%the account against the name of Vemdra Muttu Pillar,
" the agent of Vo.langapuh I’enasa.mx Tevan, the grandson of the onginal granter and the present
Lolder .
o . ' “ Kar, 17} Pons ; Pe-hanam, 17; Pons
% No documents in support of this afe fortheuimng’ The extent so deducted was shown as
/ . '\nam from the days of ancient rajahs and of the Company’s zuft (: e, government) down to the
prosent day ”
N 5. The inam of Kattalai Mala: is descrxbed m Case No. 1,244 of the register of
1nams prepared by Mr., Cotton. in the year 1819, and, the entries i the register
* regarding this inam appear to have been based on the Mahmtta memorandum ab0ve
referred to, W which was probably drawn up for the purpose.
6 In column?2 of the register, Vilapuja1 Kattalai for Papavinasaswami Pagoda
is smd to have been instituted by Valangapuli Periasami Tevan (former Zemindar of

Chokampatt1), and the chanty managed by Veindra Muttu Pillai, agent of the Zemindar,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
31st May 1875.

Sub-Collector’s takids, Nos. 574 and 50, dated 4th December 1833 and 29th January
1834, respectively, to the Bremmadesam (now Ambasamudram) Tahsildar. From theso
takids, 1t appears that some scven chains of punjah land, which had been brought
under cultivation m 1833, were fully charged, and the assessment brought to Govern-
ment account. TheZemindar claimed this area as forming part o f theoKdttalai T
land. This claim was inquired into, and the Sub-Collector finally 1elinquished the land
to the Zemindar as being situated within the limits of the Inam. *

In 1834 the Zemindar applied to the Sub-Collector for permussion to con-
vert certain dry lands into wet with the
. aid of Koreyar strcam water. The Tah-
sildar was directed to report whether the proposed conversion would in any way
affect the supply of other wngation works, This the Tahsildar reported in tho
negative in his arzi No. 1 of 1835, but 1t does not appear that permission to convert
the dry land into wet was_granted. I -
""79. The next paper is a copy of takid No. 653, dated 9th December 1835, from
the Sub-Collector to the Bremmadesars Tahsildar  In this it appears that the renter
o of Vikramasingapuram hill forests complamed that the Chokampatti Zemindar’s
people were giving him tropble by carrymg away the produce of the hills ‘included
in his lease under the pretext that the produce belonged to the Kattalai Malar Inam

land, and offered an ircrease ofjrent for the produce of the Kattalal Malai also 1f the
- ——%ame were made overto Iui ¢ “The Sub-Collector ordercd thaf as the Kattalar Blalai”

i was an 1nam t¢ the Papavinasam Pagoda, and was under the management of Veindra
e Muttu Pillay, the Zemindar’s agent, no application for 1ts lease would be admtted.
:‘ 10. In 1834a circular order, dated 4th November 1834, was issued by the Sub-
d Collector to the Tahsildars inlus division, dnecting them to sce that the inams n
charge of Kattalaidars for the maintenance of charities are not misappropniated by
" ; them, and that the services arc kept up, and calling on them to report any casc of
nusappropriation with a view to the inams being aftached and arrangements being
made for the duc performance of the services.
, 11, The Vilapujai Kattalai services, for which the Kattalai Malai was endowed,
' nppear to have been 1ll-performed, or the proceeds of the wam to have been misap-
propriated, for the inam was attached in 1836 and kept under Government manage-
‘ ment, By order No, 348 of 1836 the Tahsildar was directed by the Sub-Collector to
i’ put up the lease of the hill to auction and fix the upset price after ascertaining from
| y the Zemindar’s agent, who managed the hy2l up to the previous Fash, the amount of
a '~ proceeds derived fromthe fnanmtAgaWL, tu Tukid 410 uf 1836 the lease Was confirmed="
i in the name of the purchaser, a putta was given him, and the Tahsildar was directed
to collect the amount of the lcase, and see that the amount was devoted to the perform-
ance of the Kattalai.

12  From the above papers, 1t is abundantly clear that the Kattalai Malar was
set apart in favor of Papavinasaswami Pagoda prior to the assumption of this district
by Government; that 1t was so set apart by one of the former Zemindars of Chokam-
d patt:; that the Kattalai Malai was recorded as en inam 1n the first register prepared
e by Mr. Cotton in 1819 ; and that uninterrupted possession was held by the Zemindar
pr his agent till Fash 1245 (A.D. 1835-36). ° ° '

! . 5
’3 7. The next sct of papers which throw light on tho subject are copics of
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Sub-Collector’s Orders Nos 308 and 490 of 1831
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' Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, U JERE \
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13. From Fasli

Sub-Collector’s orders

Nos 871,391, and 416
. of 183G, 408, 429, and 475 of 1837 ; 266 and

1246 (A.D. 1836-37)to 1255 (A.D. 1845-46) the Kattalai Malai {f
was under Government management and |

leased out from year to year, and even- /

tually in 1846 the 1nam was restored to |

992 of 1838; 257 and 310 of 1839, 387

., of 1840; 587
475 of 1843,
* 323 and 371 of 1845,

*

of 1841 ; 842 and 882 of 1842}
395, 450, and 466 of 1844, and

¥

Karunalaya Valangapuli Tevan, tho son of ; N )

* would be duly.performed as shown by the Collector’s Takids, No. 83, 29th May 1845, f
«° ¥ 4 v

the former Zemindar, ¢ his application to t T
»  the Collector and promise that the services , ; i}
i

!

and No. 106, 20th Scptember 1845, - ‘ & ‘
14. From the copies of the orders above referred to, which are on record, 1t is .

clear that the hull was not, as assumed by the Board i paragraph 8 of their Proceed-
1ngs, 18th Apnl 1874, No. 918, attached in 1840 as formng f)art of ' the Chokam-, .
" patts Zemmdari, but on account of the non-performance of the_services for whi oh the .

~ endowment was m.xde: . % _ H
\

15 The inam 1m questi‘on‘having been subsequently restored was treated by the
Inam Commissioner as a Devm%ayam” endowment, and confirmed by title-deed m >
tho name of the trustee for the tire being , The present trustee 1s the dispossessed v

ar of Cho'kéxhpattx, who has never pretended to set up any other title to the

o

Zemmd ]
hall than that conveyed in the trust o .
‘ 16. ”W{th yegar@ to the doubts erﬁertained by the Board 1n paragraph 7 of the
above Proceedings as to the exact position of the Kattalai Malai, I have the honor to ) X
refer you to paragraphs 14 and 15 of Mr. Happell's report on the subject, of whiera™>~* - * -
copy is herewith, submitted  Iis report, based on personal inspectiof and- local
inquiry, conclusively shows that thehull now called Kattalai Malai 1s.no other than
{Lat descnibed in the ayacuf and entered in Mr. Cotton’s register, N »
17. " 'This being the case, and ha ving regard to the lustory of the Kattalai i[nlal‘ .
ag reviewed above, 1t is quite clear that the ny'emx{}ent have no title whatever to it, \
and the Zemindar, as trusteo, having 1cfused to accept, on any terms, the assignment of
land revenuoe proposed by Mr. Puckle In licu of the Kattalai Malai Foiest, Govein- Y
ment mterference with the inam is, of course, out of the question except in‘the ease -
of misappropriation of the endowments,” The self-interest of the Zemindar will proba- SR
to prevent the denudation of the Kattala: Malai, and all we

bly be sufficiently strong
have to do 1s to sce that the neightouring Government forests are 1ot damaged or » :

encioached upon. \ |
18. The submission of this report has becn necessanly tardy owing to'the time

> .
taken up 10 §earchmg ffn: recox:dis, extendingyover a period of many years, which :
might throw light on the sub;egt.’ e . K t N

\ \

—

‘ . . Excrosuer No 1

From W A HAPPELL, Isq, Acting Sub-Collector, to W. H COMYN, Esq,, Acting Collector”

of Tinnevelly, dated Shermadevs, 19th December 1874, No 106 .
’ . Ry
I iave the honor to reply to your letter, No 566, dated 11th July 1874, requesting e y
to furnish the report called for 1n Government Proceedings, dated 13th November 1873, No ]D‘)G \ \ \‘
9 The taluq records have been carefully scarched, but without anyihing throwing i:o{t ‘ .
on the ongin of the title under which the Kattala: Malar 1s daned by.the “Papanasam Pa r:Jla. ‘
- - y ago .
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Proceedings of the Malrus Governmont, Boenne Depariment,
31st Jay 1875.

3 From Tahaldar’s arzi No 700 of 1833, 1t appears that the renter of Vikramasingapuram
hull forests complained that the Chokampatti Zemindar’s people had carried away lus produce,
and asserted that the wax and other produce of the Kattalai Mala belonged to him, because 1t
had not been specially excluded from the forestsrented to um  I1s claim was disallowed on the
groand that the hull 1n question was showa by the hecounts to belong to the Pagoda Kattalai.

4 From this arzi, 1t 1s clear that the Zemundar of Chok unpattt was 1 possession of the
Kattalai Malai 1n 185, and that he was also possession 10 the two previous yeurs 13 proved
by orders Nos 574 of 1833 and 50 of 1831, for he then clamed and obtained, s part of the
Kattala Malay, seven chains of panjah land, which had been assessed as Government property, and
by ordex:s Nos 308 and 490 of 1834, which show that he apphed for, but was refused, permission to
sppropriate some punjah land, converted into nunjah, to the feeding of Brahmuns in the choultry,

and that the Tahsildar was directed to take o document from tho Zemindar, binding lum to spend
tke proceeds on the Kattalar service

] 5 Inorder No 633 of 1835 therenterand the Kattalaidars are declared to be in possession
of the produce of the Government ills and of the Kattalar Malar respectively. The corre-

spondence already quoted shows that the term Kattalaidars must have been applied to tho Zemun-
dar of Chokampatt: and s agents

6. From orders Nos 348 and 371 of 1836, 1t appears that the rent of tho Kattalai Malat for
Fasl 1246 was put up to public auction by the Tahsildar, and Lought by one Sodalmmuttu
Servakaran for Rupecs 165 Tn Order No 416 of 1836 the Tahaildar 1s dirocted to put th
renter m possession of the rroduce, as the Katlaludar used fo be, to conduct the service according
to custom, ard to place the surplus in deposit

v The correspondence quoted in the margin shows that the Kattalai Malai continued t0
ba reated out year, by year untl 1816, when 1t
wasmade over to the Zemndar of Chohom-
patti as Katfalaidar. °

~

@

Order No. 416 (1516,
eDo . 473 (1837),
Do, 266 and 293 (1833)
Do, 257 (1839),

Do . 400 134n) 8 Order No 208 of 1811 forwarls @
b th T‘.\gﬂd " 445(13‘.3) . . T . dnl‘ and
(to tha Tahsildar of Ambasamadram) petition from the Chokampatti Zemindar,

erf - . . direcis tho Tahaildar to inquire and report who
f; riorms tRe Kattalal service In reply (Arzs No 306 of 1811), the Tahsildar reports that the
hfr‘;:xt-azi?ll t;'c counts of 1236 and previous Fashs show that the income was recety ed by th;
Leen ’ad ¢ service performed by one Veindra Muttu Pillai, and that, after the pagods ha
: made over to a trustee, the 1ncome was still collected by the Sirhar, but the sermice was
ger ormed by Lakshmana Pillai, the Curnam of the Kattalai "I have no means of venfying

us report, and there 1s nothing else in the records to show that Government interfered in the
management of the Kattalai prior to 1835

in Ffsh ;l‘g}gif‘ﬁ?‘v;‘)ﬂg a(;lescnptxon of this ipam is takef from the Iinduvi accounts pr“P‘“""1

ayacut asscssment ofi‘}s l::yam’ Pagavmasaswamx Conil Vxlapuj a Kattalai Malai Inam, mih uJfl

tho Zemmmd f‘C ons.nmi 7§ Fanams equal to Rupces 102. This inam is in charge ©
ar of Chokampatti, The Zemndy? for the time boing, Karunalayavalangapuli Tevan,

t Ambalavana Pillai of Vikramasin Puja apd other
d asyngapuram, )]
ceremonies connected wath gt aro performed daily, and four Brahmins are fed with nce and

pickles.  There are no documents to this effect,”

ment1(:){. th]; i;)nx::;find 1t.t§xpr'esdy stated in the taluq rocords that the resumption by (}ovcrtn(:
Tt oo vo; e Kattalal jnam was a consequenco of the forfaiture of the estdho
—_— befo;e e %er :1'ps contex.nparaneous, but tho fact is not satisfactonly proved by ! t

pipers befor E}ov 18 Zemundari was resumod 1n Fasli 124 1, but the Kuttali Mala: was n(ll

ponted out oit fernment tll Fash 1216, The Zemindar was remosed and kept under surve’s
e G fyﬁ1 or robbing %he Tenkau Taluq Treasury. It may, therefore, have e tm
Peersa © manager’s lmprovement, and not 1a consequenco of the forferture of bus eta™®
. management of/ the Kattalai was undertuken by Government, In your ofice there 25
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} Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
9 31st lay 1875.

g , cords that would throw some light on the subject :The Kattalar Malai was restored

b ‘: ) :" f;oétbgezndu’g representative 1 1846, but tho estate was not restored 1111 1859 ‘ ’
SN 11. No ons 1 Papanasam professes to kunow preasely when or by® whom the orginal
\d grant ;’as ;x;a(j: reguster prepared in 1802 the arca and boundaries are given, and the inam 1s
: ‘b; called]: Vilapujat Kattala }[amem. The area 18 951} chains The boundanes are—north, the
.21( Foroyar, east, the Tambrapurm, south Tulubamotta, and west, Kosu Glar, )
LIRS 01'951'3 ’ In Iormell correrpondence on the subject the claim 15 sometimes alluded to as vague
‘ \:’, i ) ] or undefined, and in a recent letter to Govern- .
\, i Proceedings of Government, dated 301k Oct 1674,X0 823, yyont the Inspector of, Forests says, “the
~ : nded 1ts limits since I was in charge of the range.”
1 \‘)’g K&tw:l l?;:::l:;,ﬁ?; efxtzpected the Ill, 1dentified the boundanes, and made a local inquiry

X R - 14, :I tave boen able t0 learn, the claim has always been the same, and no boundaries
ﬁ‘ \J“ So far o5 Z defimte than those given ic A register Tambrapurn and KOTB.Y ar are consid-

2 ,/g . could be.mor The Kosu Odat 13 a well-defined hill-torrent Tt}}ukamottfxl 18 saxd to} have
', O erable Tu:arﬂ- ho memo of the whole il The Kattalai Malai is the portion of the northern
-2t been originally the the Kosu Oda1 and Tambrapurm The xidge s the southern humt,

N EIOP? ex‘xclosed b;zeizun;m Ling,is laxd out along the f1dge, there wall, no doubt, be oceasional -
. \‘JJ Until a,hwell-;i aZn the Government hill in that durection ‘E)ut these are of s}ight mmportance, as "
1 t encrose mentl glopes that valuable forest is to be fou:nia‘ 5 _‘ »
1o 1t 1s only on the p;ﬁ already quoted show that the Board were mistaken in saymnp that  the
1 15 The recor uld not, by any stretch of imagination, be ‘calksd hull pungak”’  Punjah crops
. \’ tract now clm:;ﬁd ‘;‘; uenﬂ,y cultivated on it, and a por&mn v:r‘as imtua.lly converted into nunjah
\‘,% goem to have tensexze:d the present after the denudation of a form\er Wattalzx Afalay, the seizure
sj ; ';\ v 1 the occupan®s ounio the preparabion of A gl e e o o

o,

s

PR L RN .

s
;‘4”:

previ
must have taken place pres

I mads no attempt fo measure the il , but, judging merely by the eye, I do not
16. 1 ms

t measurﬁment 18 very wide of the\ mark ‘'The hill 1s about three mmles 1 length
thunk (30 ? 8::r::st and one or fwo1n preadth from north to south . )
from east to ’ dation of & hull of this size could have no appreciable effect on the water-
' 17. The denudah valle Sc?me portions have been cleared, but, taken as a whole, the

? supply of the Tambrapurni y nt hills It is greatly for the interest
supply heavier than on the nexghbounng Governme greatly ¢
forest seems 0151‘ \der that it should be conserved, and so continue to be a permanent soumice of

“of the prese‘ﬂt : OIIe treats it as s private property, and 13 believed to secure a conadernble

\ncome to him 4nd sbove the roquirements of the pagodaservice 1e lived for a year and-

ncome from 1t over collecting the ducs himself Some judgment must have been shown in

. “'l.mlf st Papa\:lfﬂz‘t‘]i’rwme a large and increasing income could not be denved from it Tt s
Cats mnnage!:;?:rt; that gets destroyed, ,and not quasi-private property hke this
coromon Pr

1 danger 1s thab the holder or renter, m collusion with subordinate forest’
 18. The rea dor or dsmage the neighbounng Government forests If ordinary care 1s
officials, should plen t; t this neefl be the case to any great extent 'There1s only ome path by °
taken, I do not see beabrought down to the plama ~ The felling can, therefore, be eanly watched,
Wh:;c‘:hthe;f:rdoi'a? ungle produce w 11 generally e able to protect himself. Lo x
* gpd ther

19 Mr

caleulating lt’- o tehe The latter is collected only on the better kinds of wood, ordinary kinds

rate of seigniorege four or five Rupees & cart-load, and the actual number of cart-loads removed, °
+ " pewng charged only to be. on the state of the market, probably seldom reaches tho mazimum
i dependent, ag 1t TOuSL BE e unattainable , but, from inquires I have made, I doubt whether

. figures ar
‘ Permltgeg.bo A;:z‘:::? a-i ear are realized Tt was not the madequacy of the ;ﬁer, but lns
// § ’ ’1qmte '
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s the maximum number of cart-loads allowed to be cut, and the maximum ;”
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tho whole, that led the Zemindar to refuse Mr Puckle’s very liberal offer. As
fear of losing b t; aro unknown, ho need not spend more than ho pleases on the pagoda
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Puckle estimated the annual mmcome from the Mill at Rupees 4,000, but n , + .

s

, recel e .
‘ ' long as hxshndieui o iwm to suppose that he has any private property ih tho Inam, ‘and he
gervice Lher lod by the Temple Commuttee to lay out thq whole sum receved frqm Govern-
f myght be comP : o * S R
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Proceedings of the Madras GQovernment, Revenue Department,
- 31st May 1875.

- - \ -

§ . !

.= ment on the performance of the Kattalai service  He 1s not the trustee of the pagoda, but ouly
of this particular Katfalas or servrce
20 Major Beddome estimated the value of the hill as forest at 500 Rupees a-year
. Under official management 1t probably would not realize more 'The expocted collatoral advag-
tages would, therefore, cost Government Rupees 3,500 a-year, or the 1nterest of Rupees 87,5‘0
The set-off aganst this very heavy expenditurc 1s an expected, but uncertain, mmprovement 1o
the way ©  hich the fain runs off the face of a hill covering an area of less than six aquare

y miles, 5 shghtly-increased facilities for excluding trespassers from Governmont i.'oreﬁts Are
thes_ uojects worth the cost ? ’

vyt

: 21 There can.be no doubt that the hill belongs to the Pagoda Kattalas, and that any

altempt to contest the clam in the Ciml Courts would fail. Perhaps the old Mahratts
accounts 1 your records will explamn how the management fell into the hands of the Chokam-
‘ patti Zemindar.
\ 22 The Kattala: Malai is on the west of the Tawmbrapurni. The Singampatty h’xlls :m
; . on the east Communication between the two 1s exceedingly difficult. The holder of .the Ixattt;l n‘l
i Malax cannot steal the Singampatty timber, and the physical obstacles are so considerable that
hus raids on the jungle produce can never be on an extensivo scale
(True Copy ) . .
. (Signed) W, 1 COMYN,
Acting Collector.

SusMITTED to Government with reference to G. 0., dated 8th May 1874, No. o/4-
' 2. From the reports now submutted, there appears no prospect of success for af
t_ claim on behalf of Goternment to the tract known as the Kattalai Malai. The titleo

e Zenundar 1o IC us trustde uf the Xattalai servioc, for which itis an endowment,

seems unaswailable, und the tract is fully indentified and comprised, within easily~
tecognized boundaries,

3. The Zemindar has refxised to accept the vassfgnment of revenue which was
I7oposed by Mr. Puckle, and the tract cannot te obtained for Government on any
terms. This 1s to be regretted not so much on account of the value of the forest on
the tract 1tself, or of the importance of preserving it from denudation, as on account of
the secunity against trespasses and depredations on the adjoining Government forests,
which would be gained by its acquisition.

4. Asit cannot be obtained at present, the Collector should have the tract
enclosed within the recorded boundaries demarcated all round by engraving ol the
] rocks, and should take measures to have a specially strong forest-guard at the epot to

prevent smuggling of timber and produce from the Government forests.
(True Copies and Extract.)

S I
il
!
f

A ./ (Signed) . E.STOKLS,
B e T e e e H___Adlﬂl: Secretary, .---
No 359. Ozper tHEREON, 31st May 1875, No. 849.
\ Forest No 24 Recorpep.
R . (True Extract )
" (Signed)  A. MACGREGOR, /
Lerumed
To the Board of Revenys, Acting Secretary to Go
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FOREST No, 81. .
Procrzpinas oF THE DBoirp oF Revevur, dated 11th May 1875, No. 1,232.

Read the followng letter from W. H. COMYY, Esq., Acting Collector of Tinnevelly,
to II. E BSTOKES, Esq , Acting Sceretary to the Board of Revenue, dated

02nd April 1875, No 198:— T
I ave the honor to submut the following report on the inquiries made regarding
o the title of Government to the Kattalai
*Board’s Proceedings, Mis No 143-3,442. Malai as directed in paragraph 2 of Gov-

eroment Order, No. 577, dated 8th May 1874.
9. The papers in the Huzur records and those obtained from the taluq give

d o

the following account of the Kattala1 Malai.
3. The agcut account, dated 7th September 1803, describes the Mhill as

; under —

The arca 18 9511 chains®; the boundaries are—-north, the Koreyar; east, the Tam-

brapurn: ; south, Tulukamottar , and west,

* 3,463 ncres and 46 cents equal to 5313 square  w oy (dai; and the inam 1s called Vila-
miles . pya1 Kattalai Maniem.

4. A memorandum (yadast) in the Mahratta language, datéd 16th December
1818 and bearing the signature of one Mahal Syed Miran, tife then Tahsildar of Brem-

madesam (0oOW Ambasamudram) 1s found on record. ) ‘

There is no reason to doubt the genwneness of this documen’g, which purports to
give & short account of the past history of the wll in the following terms —

« Ambasamudiam Talug, Tinnevelly Lustrut, 16th December Fash 1228 (4 D 1818)

¢ The Inam of Vilapujai Kattalar Mala: of Papavinasaswami Pagoda 1 Vikrama Singa-
puram was not included 1 the J: amabandi from Andu 941 (A D, 1766) to 975 (A.D. 1800),
Lut was separately managed by Valangapuli Periasami Tevan, Zemindar of Chokampatti, who
died on the 25th Arpasi 945 (AD 1770); subsequently lus son Valangapuli.Valaya Tevau
en;oye& it. In Andu 976 (AD 1801), Tiruvengadam Pillar leased 1t ?u't to Ilajaperumal
Pyllos for 105 Pons; out of this, 35 Pons were deducted as bemng the proportionate sharo of the
ront of the southern hills, and the remainder was credited -to the Sirkar. On the assumption of
the distriet by the Company 1 Anda 977 (A D 1802), 35 Pons were entered as mam, being the
rental of the southern mde huills according to previous years’ accounts Valangapulh Valaya
Tevan died on the 14th Ad: of Andua 984 (A.D 1809) - According to tho Jamaband: of the mnam
lulls, 35 Pons stand entered as inam in the account against the name of Veindra Muttu Piilas,

the ngent of Valangapuli Periasama Tevan, the grandson of the onginal granter and the present

- holder. «Kar, 17} Pons; Peshanam, 17} Pons . '

« No documents in support of this are forthcoming The extent so deducted was shown as
inam from the days of ancient rajahs and of the Company’s zuft (1 e, government) down to the
present day.”
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. ms5 The izam of Kattalai folai is described in Case No. 1,244 of the register of
” p:,efg:- by Mr. Cotton in the year 1819, and the entries in the register

?oardma inam appear to have been bascd on the Mahritta memorandum above
referred to, which was probably drawn up for the purpose. ™

6. st .
is said toI}? ?OI:mn?j of the register, Vilapujai Kattalai for Papavinasaswami Pagoda
Chokas tztne een mshtu.ted by Valangapuli Periasam Tovan (former Zemindar of
- patt1), and the charity managed by Veindra Muttu P1llai, agent of the Zemindar.

sub.(z;nefﬁ,i ’ :1::11-:. ;:t of papers which throw light on the subject are copies of
1834 saeors ! .ds, Nos. 574 and 50, dated 4th December 1833 and 29th January
mk,d; ltpa vely, to the Bremmadesam (now Ambpsamudram) Tohsildar, ~ From these
under,culn Vp:)tears.thzlzt nsome seven chains of punjah land, which had been brought
i 101211‘ llln 833, were fu'IIy charged, and the assessment brought to Govern-
S 1 The Zemmflar claimed this area as forming part of the Kattala Inam
P s claim was inquired mto, aud the Sub-Collector finally rehnquished the land
e Zemindar as bemng situated within the himits of the Inam.

S. .

In 1834 the Zemindar applied to the Sub-Collector for permission to con-
vert certain diy lands nto wet with the
. . aid of Koreyar sticam water. The Tah-
:lf;g: z}as directed to repor't whether the proposed conversion would in any way

e supply of other irrigation works. This the Tuhsildar reported 1n the

negative 1n his arzi No. 1 of 1835, but
. Y . lt does not s . -
the dry land into wet was .mtcdz appear that permission to convert

the S%b-('?rolife:tittpfg r is a copy of takil No 653, dated 9th Decemher 1835, from
of Vikramasuons ;) e ih;gmmad_csam Tahsildar., 111 this 1t appears thrat the.renter
people were .ivginlo ;:m il forests con.ll)ldmCd that tho Chokampatti Zemindar's
in his lease fn(l Dt}- m trouble by carrying away the produce of the hills included
land an({oﬁ'ere;r e pretext that the produce belonged to the Kattalal Malai Inam
same, were mad al ncrease of rent for the prod.uce of the Kattalai Mala: also if thcz
was an inam t( en?vePr to him. The Sub-Collectdr ordercd that as the Kattalan Malal
Muttu Pillai o apavinasam Pagoda, and was under the management of Veindra
ullai, the Zemindar’s agent, no application for 1ts lease would be admitted.

Coll eclzf(;r tzntﬁfg'f‘ ‘;;;;“131' order, dated 4th November 1831, was issucd by the Sub-

charee of Kattal ‘:1 ars 1n his fimsmn, dirccting them to see that'tho inams in

then: and that tix . f"or the maintenance of charitics are not misappropriated by

misal;pmpriat; on ;. t}sle rvices are kept up, and calling on them to report any caso of

made for the due ith 2 view to the nams being attuched and arrangements being
performance of the services.

appe:rlio htl;li V;llzgu;]ﬁt kaft talai services; for which the Kattalai Malai was endowed,
propriated, for the mam performed, or the proceeds of the inam to have been misap-
ment. By order No 34§asfattached in 1836 und kept under Government managoes
put up the lease of th ny 1;) 1836 the Tahsildar was directed by the Sub-Collector to
the Zemindar's agent e hl to auction and. fix the upset price after ascertaining from
proceeds der: d‘} » Who managed t}.xe hill up to the previous Fasli, the amount, of

ved from thoinam. Again, inTakid 416 of 1836 the lease was confirmed

Bub-Collector's Orders Nos 308 and 490 of 1834.
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a putta was given him, and the Tahsildar was directed

it tho name of the purchaser,
and see that the amount was devoted to the perform-

to collect the amount of the lease,
ance of tho Kattalal,

12. TFrom the above papers,
set apart in favor of Papavinasaswami Pago
by Government; that it was so set apart by
patti ; that the Kattalai Malai was reqorded a
by Mr. Cotton in 1819 ; and that uninterrupte
or hus agent till Fasli 1245 (A.D. 1835-36). .
13, From Fasli 1246 (A.D. 1636-37)to 1255 (A.D. 1845-46) the Kattalai Malai- -

L 39 5416 was under Government management and
- ! Nos. 371, 391, an
sugfcl‘gzls?%oﬁs,oﬁgr,sandoim 71837’ 266 ond Lo3sed out from year to year, and even- .
292 of 1848 257 end 316 of 1839 ; 387 tuslly in 1846 tho imam was restored to ,
of 1810, 587 of 1841 ; 842 and 882 of 18425 Karunalaya Valangapuli Tevan the son of
. 305, 450, and 466 of 1844 ; and \ » the s
475 of 1843; S0%, 00 o2 ° 8¢ the former Zemindar, on his application to

323 and 371 of 1845
the Collcctor and promise that the services
d be duly performed as shown by the Collector’s Takids, No. 83, 29th May 1845, A

Q

it is abundantly clear that the Kattalai Malai was
da prior to the assumption of this district
one of the former Zemindars of Chokam-
s an inam-in the first register prepared

d ‘possession was held by the Zemindar
[ ]

woul
and No. 106, 29th September 1845.

14. From the copies of tho orders above refarred to, W ich are on record, it is ‘
clear that the Inll was not, as assumed by the Board in paragraph of theirr Proceed- ’
g part

ings, 18th April 1874, No. 918, attached in 1840 as formn the Chokam-
patti Zemindar, but on account of the non-performance of the services for which the

endowment was made. .
15, The iuam ii quostion having heen snbsequentl; > ~tored was treated by the

. e :
Inam Commissionsr as a “ Devadayam ™ endowment, and confirmed by title-deed 1n

the name of the trustee for the time bemg. The present trustee 's the dispossessed
Zemindar of Chokampatti, who has nover pretended to set up any other title to the -

Tull than that conveyed mn the trust.

6. With regard to the doubts entertained by Jhe Board in paragraph 7 of the
2s to the exact position of the Kattalai Malai, I have the honor to
refer you to paragraphs 14 and 15 of Mr. Happell’s report on the subject, of whicha
copy 18 herewith submutted. 1ls report, based on personal inspection and local ,
inquiry, conclusively shows {hat the hull now called Kattala1 Malai is no other than ]
that deseribed 1n the ayacut and entered 1n Mzr. Cotton’s register, - : g
17. This bemg the case, and having regard to the history of the Kattalai Malai &
as roviewed above, 1t is quite clear that the Government have no title whatever to 1,
and the Zemundar, as trustee, having refused to accept, on any terms, the assignment of . .

Mr, Puckle in‘eu of the Kattalai Malai Forest, Govern-

> 2 -

1
above Proceedings

‘nterference with the inam is, of course, 013{ of the question .except in the case
of misappropriation of the endowments. The Self-interest of the Zemindar will proba-
bly be sufficiently strong to prevent the denudation of the Kattalai Malai, and all we
have to do is to see that the neighbouring Government forests are not damaged or

eneroached upon

ment
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18. The submission of thi - e - 3, . ) ’
‘ taken up in searching fo y Taport has been neccssarily tardy owing to the tindo ‘ i T ‘
5 > ) T re¢cords, € o - . . . . .

} mght throw light on 1313 subject ; extending over a period of many years, wlich t r 9 The Yollowing description of this inam i taken from the Hinduvi accounts prepared
= & . : s in Fash 1254 — Devadayam, Papannasa_swami Covl Vilapuja Kattalas Malai Inam, with an

{, { « ayaout assessment of 48 Pons and 7} Fanawms equal to Rupees 102 This mam is 1n charge of

; From W. A AP Excrostee No 1, B i tho Zcmindar of Choksmpatti The Zemindar for the t;m“; beng, Karunalayavelangapuh Tevan,

rom W. . ' - : ¥ .
{ PELL, Esq, Acting Sub-Collector, to W.HI COMYN, Esq, Acting Col { | ‘ performs tho 8P by Ius agent Aaalvians B i 1km§fl11;@°'upmam Puga end ofhel
‘ of Tinnevelly, dated Shermadevi, 19th December 187 , Esq, Acting Collector. coremonos connected with it are performed daily, and four Brahmins ere fed with.meo and
I mave the honor fo reply fo your lett ’ . ccember 1874, No 106 ’ ! pickles There are 0o documents to this effect.” .- - -

to furnish the report called for in Governm ¥ e;, No '5()6, dated 11th July 1874, requesting me n . 10 I donot find 1t expressly stated in the taluq records that the resumphion by Govern-

% 9  The talug records h ent Proceedings, dated 13th November 1873, No 1,262 ' j‘ ment of the control over the Kattalai inam was a CODSOqUence of the forferture of the estate.
on the ongin of t(111e t'tlr ave been carcfully searched, but without anything throwing lrght ’ o} The two acts were perhaps contemporaneous, but the fact 1s mot satisfactonly proved by the

P e found itle x&nder which the Kattalai Malai 1s claimed by the Pg & & . ‘h { apers before me’ The Zemindar was resumed in Fasli 1244, but the Eattali Mala1 was not
‘ 3 ‘ - ye apa‘n saazm Pagods ; y rented out by‘Govemment ]l Fash 1246 The Zemmdar was removed and kept under surveile
¢ From Tahsildar’s arn No. 700 of 1835, 1t appears that th , , \ . lapce st Gooty for robbng the Tenkasi Talug Tréasury It may, thorefore, have been 1n
at the renter of Vikramasingnpuram . consequence of the TADRZer’s improvement, and not 1n consequence of the forfeiture of hus estate,
‘ot of the Kattalai was andertaken by Government. In your officethere are-

hul forests complamed,_that th
1ed. that the Chokampatti Zemindar’
;n: asserted that the'wax and other produce of thl;1 &;:tfle OP];I ?ad e ot
al i oo 1
gfouzgt*}‘;e:i}fpzc ml}), excluded from the forests rented to him ;I?; }11‘310}150‘1 o the
that the hill in question was shown by the accountdto belonﬂ'(;::1 tlzewll’l: dl«ia“;;w:t(:.lo? the
. 9 14 god Kattalai

4 T'rom this arz, 1t i3 clear th
' , at the Zemindar ‘hokampatt: was i
Kattala: Malai 1 1835, and that he was also I)OSSGSZlfOI:J :11{:11 P:m B o el
o

=

. that the managemen
probably records that

\ to the Zemndar's representative
3 11. Noone 12 Papanasam professes to know pr

-y

would throw sowe light on the subject Tho Kattalar Malai was restored
1n 1816, but the estate was not restored tll 1859 - i
ecisely when or by whom the onginal

: \ N

P

-

grant was made
) 12 In A register propared in 1802 the *area and boundaries are given, and the inam 18

by onlers Nos 574 of 1833 and 50 of 1831, for Lo th fro previgus yeurs is proted |
Kottalai Alilai, seven chas of punjah land ; ok 1’on claimed ‘and™CWtained, as part of the ] called Vilapujai Kattalaa Mamem The area 13 951} chamns  The boundanes are—north, the
’ ad been assessed as Government property, and ‘ Koreyar ; east, the Tambrapurni, south Tulukamottar ; and west, Kosu Odai. e
| ' bject the claim is sometimes alluded to a3 vague
":
3
!
)
1

>
w oAt

o

by orders Nos. 308 and 190
Nos. 3 of 1834, which show that i
:Pgl‘:l}:nate some pun)ah land, converted 1;1to nun]ahkfgf}fjl ?d f;r’ R . - - co}respondence - .
nd that the Tahsildar was directed to take a docume’nt from :Ii l'zg e e gt ‘ " e o 3 o
i dated 30th Oct. 1874,50 838+ one the Tnspestor of Forests says, *
ys, ‘ the

the proceeds on the Kattalai service
ince T was in charge of the range »

Proceedings of Government,

PECRIR I

%mdar, bindiog lum to spend ; i
Afalas claim has oxtendad 1ts Limits
tod the hull, 1dentified the bounﬂanes, a-fld made & local inquiry.

> daim has atways beed the same, and no boundaries

_Kattala1,

5 InorderNo 633 pf 18
of 1835 the renter and the Kattalaidars aro declared to be 1n possession : - - 77777 14, Thave rooeatly SR

The correspond
nondence quoted 1n the margin shows that the Kattalai Malai continued to

o ek

ow clammed could not, by any stretch of

: of the produce of the Gavernmen
4 spondence already quotedshows {hqi i:ili;idpof the Kattalar Malai respectively ~The vorre- % So faras s e o
ﬁ L ChOkam‘Pam T o e Kattles Malad wepectivly T e , ‘ could be mors defnite than those given 1o A register Tambrapurni and Kor. yar are consid-
A 3185 . : J A ( erable avers’ Tho Kosu Odal is & well-defined hxll-tor'rent Tlﬂukamottt'u 1 sad to have
Fasli 1246 was put u‘ to blnd 371 of 18386, 1t appears that the rent of the Kattalai Malai for ! o beer g et T B Kattah} ™ m. §
Fesll 1248 was put I; mspu . e‘auchon by the Tahsildar, and bought by one Sodalaimuttu i slope onclosed between the Kosu Oda1,and Tombrapurni  The ridge 18 the southern hmt.
Sermilaa for T I;e:th n'Order No 416 of 1646 the Tahsildar is directed to put the i TUatil a well-marked bOuI{darY Lo 1s laxd out along tho ridge, there will, no (}crubt, be occasmonal
F S L OndarNo 410l 1600 the Tuballar s drct . } oncroachments 02 the Government hall in that directior but these are of shight importance, as
i ~ | o o ot h | ce according Y 1t 18 only on the slopes that valunble forest 15 to be found
. : j'f ;; 15 The records already quoted show tnat the Doard wero mistalken in saying that * the
. ) Order X be rented ! tract B yiagination, be called hull punjak”  Punjsh crops
‘ Do 1\.? i ‘(‘18;3?) wa ented out year by year until 1846, when 1t «'}i " to have been frequently cultivated on1t, ond 2 portion was actuslly converted 1nfo nunjah
.o Do . gﬁ? ??é’;%?a (1838), pa;in;zzdle{“(g;r f° the Zemindar of Chokam- i ;efefllm occufmnts goized the present after the denudation of & former_Kattalal Maloy, the seizure
i B io ¢ R aken place previous to the preparation of A register
, o, 475 (1843) . 8.c Order No 208 of 1844 f d , ¢l T $ = ] ) ne k
& | AT ey Orter of 1 orwards a ‘] * * 16 Imadeno atfempt to measure the 1,1111; but, judging merely by the eye, Ido not
rom the Chokampatti Zenundar, and ‘ J: think the a&'&cﬁt measurement 18 VoIy wide of the mark. The hull is about three miles in length

P
[

4 one or two m bréadth from north to sowth - Ce,

from east to west, an X
£ a hill of ths size could have no appreciable effect on the water-

B Tht; denudation 0 :
1y of the Mambrapurni vslley. Some portions have been cleared, but, taken as a whole, the
supply © ’
heavier than on the neighbouring Government kulls It 1s greatly for the ipterest

forest seems
hould be conserved, and so continue to beva permanent source of

of the present holder that it &
. his pmivate property, and 1s beheved to secure a coneiderable

1noome to hin He trcats 1t 8s
om 1t over and above the requirements of the pagoda service. He Lived for a year and-

performs the Kaftalai ) directs the Tahsldar to nquire and report who
. devastanam accountlzi:‘1 ofse;fg. (Iln reply (arzi No 300 of 1841), the Tahsflldar reportspthat the
, Surkar, and the serviee Er{ 36 and previous ifaslis show that the 1ncome was receved by the -
) been made over to a tru,;te' Ortrﬁnd.by one Vemdrs Mattu Pillar, and that, after the pagoda had
 porformed by Latshmon ¢, the income was still collected by the Sirkar, but the se:vme was
a Pillay, the Curnam of the Kattalai, I have n:) means of venfying '

this report, and thore is i
' nothln(’ else M
T management of the Kattalai P:ior tol;lsg;e records to show that Government interfered 1 tho
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a-half at Papavinasam, collecting the dues himsclf Some judgment thusﬁ bave been shown in
its management ; otherwise a large and incressing income could not be denved fromat. Itis
common property that gets destroyed, and not quasi‘privato property Lke this. .
18 ., The real danger is that the holder or renter, 1n collusion with subordinate forest
officials, should plunder or damage the neighbouring Government forests If ordinary care is
taken, I do not see that this need be the case to any great extent, There is only one path by
which the wood can be brought down to the plains The felling can, thorefore, be easily watched,
and the renter of jungle produce will generally be able to protect himself.
- 19 Mr DPucklo estimated the annual income from the hll at Rupees 4,000, but in
caleulating it, he takes the maximum number of cart-loads allowed to be cut, and the maximum

. rate of seigniorage ® The latter 1s collected only on the better kinds of wood, ordmary kinds
bemg charged only four or five Rupees a cart-load, and the actual number of cartyloads removed,

dependent, &5 1t must be, on the stato of the morket, probably seldom reaches the maximum
permutted. Accurate figures are unattainable » but, from inquires I have made, I doubt whether
quite 2,000 Rupees a-year are realized It wes not the inadequacy of the offer, but his
fear of losing the whole, that led the Zemundar to refuse Mr. Puckle’s very liberal offer. As
long as his actual recoipts are unknown, he need not spend more than he pleases on the pagoda
service  There 1a no reason to supposo that he has auy private property in the Inam, and he
might be compelled by the Tomple Commuttee to lay out the whole sum received from Govern-
ment on thé performance of the Kattala servicp  ITe is not the trustee of the pagoda, but only
of this partimular Kattalas or service
20 Major Beddome estimated the value of the il as forest at 500 Rupees a-year.
Under official ma negement 1t probably would not realize more The expocted collateral advan-
tages would, therefore, cost Government Rupees 3,500 a-year, or the interest of Rupees 87,500.
The set-off against this very heavy expenditure 13 an expected, but uncertain, improvement 1n
the way 1n which the rain Puns off the face of s hill covering an area of less than six equare
mules, and shightly-increased facilities for'excluding trespassers from Government forests, Are
these objects worth th cost P 1 .
21. There can be no dfubt that the hull belongs to the Pagoda Kattalal, and that asy
attewpt {v coatest the clam in the Civil Courts would fail. Perhaps, the old Mebratta
accounts n your records will explain how the management fell into the hands of the Choham-
patts Zemindar,
~ 22 The Kattalaj Malai is on the west of the Tambrapurni. Tho Bimgampatty hills are
ou the east Communication bitween the two 1s exceedingly difficult, The holder of the Kattalai
Mala: cannot steal the Singampatty “umber, and the physical obstacles are so considerablo that

his raids on the Jungle produce can never be on an extensive scale, )
(True Copy.) .
(Bigned)  W.H.COMYN, .
. Acting Collector.
X s
SusMITIED to Government with referenco to (. 0., dated 8th May 1874, No. 177,
0

2. From the reports now submitted, there appears no prospect of success for 2
claim on behalf of Government to the traét known as the Kattalai Mh}ai. The title of
the Zemindar to 1t as trustee of the Iattalai éervicc, for which itis an endowment,
seems unassailable, and the tract is fully indentified and comprised within ~easily-
recognmized boundaries. ' . ,

3. The Zemitlar has refused to accept the assignment of revenue which was
proposed by Mr. Puckle, and the tract cannot be obtaned for Government on any
terms. This is to be regretted not so much on account of the value of the forest on
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