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Proceedings of the Madras Governmant, I’fezﬁ?&e Department,
\ © 20th May 1655,
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Read lgain letter from the Accountant-General, dated 3rd March 1875, No. 682,
; recorded in G. O., dated 13th March 1875, No. 413. 8 |

No. 346. Read also the following Proceedings of " the Board of Re;fénue, dated
' 5th May 1875, No. 1,159, Forest No. T8A:— &

1875, No. 413, Revenue Department :—

. ApSTRACT.— Conservancy and Working Charges of the Forest Department.~ Refer-
ring to the Board of Revenue for remarks letter from the Accountant-General
reporting on the present system of debiting advances for—.

Tug existence of larger unadjusted balances now than before the forests were

" ¢ransferred to Collectors is due, i to any change in the system of drawing funds

and keeping accounts, but to other causes. .

2. The difference in the System of accounts is simply this. Formerl}
advances were made by Qollectors to- forest officers on cheques drawn against

_ . rest—remittances ” under ‘¢ Public
Debt, ” and afterwards adjusted when bills were received by a credit to ¢ Public
Debt ™ and debit to « Forest.” Now, as the Collgetors have charge of Forests, no
Jetters of credit are issued, but their Forest Assistants are allowed to draw money
not exceeding the budget grant, and the whole amount so drawn is at once charged
off to ¢ Forest” and afterwards aceounted for by submission of bills as is done in
the case of salt advances. An account of the sums drawn against the budget grant
is sent monthly to the Board through the Collectors. The Board cannot see how
this difference in the system ean have any effect on enlarging the amount of
unadjusted balances. To whatever head of account the amount drawn may be
debited, the necessary advances must be drawn, and the Board do not think

. that either ihey or the Inspector of Forests are more competent than the Collectors
to control and limit the advances. The real cause of the increased amount of

unadjusted balances is the delay in the submission and audit of bills. Formerly

' Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 15th March .

range. officers sent their bills for each month direct to the Central Office before the

tenth of the following month with an aceount-current, and they were audited and
forwarded to the Accountant-General within thetenth of the following month, so
that there were never more than one month's bills in arrear. Now the bills have
to come through Collectors, and this causes a delay of more than one month, and for
auditing them in this office it generally takes nearly two months instead of one
owing to heavier work mainly in connection with Budget and Administration
reports which are now made to give more details than before. Thus there are
always about three mounths’ bills instead of onAnonth’s in arrear. Thig - dels 7
which cannot be avoided, is not of any consequence, as the real amount of unadj uswfd
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(4 true Extraet,)
el i (Signed) ¥, g sTORES,
No.34r, e Acting Secretary.

29th May 1875 .. 843.
FM: NO 23 ‘
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- 5 ¢ LANNG. g
Proceedings of the Madras Government. Revepue Departmmt,.
' 29¢th May 1875.

not very much greater wnder the present arrangements than under the p?.st.

2. The least satisiactory feature in the present system is the existence of
larger unadjusted balances und complication in the accounts arising from their not
being capable of adjustment once for all as under the old system.

3. Itis, however, explained that the large unadjusted balances are due not

80 much to the system of accounts as to the circuitous course now .followed fox: the
submission of accounts and the nature of the agency entrusted with the audit of
bills calculated to cause a delay of three months against one month under t.he old
arrangement. The Government see no reason for a delay of one month' in the
Collector’s Offices, and consider the delay of two months in the B.oard 3 Oﬁc.e
excessive. They desire that every endeavour may be made to expe(-hte the audit
of bills, and to arrange for getting them from the Collector’s Office th'h no ig:eater
delay than fifteen days, and to complete the adjustment of accounts in their own
office within a month after their receipt, .

4. The adoption of the suggestion made in paragraph 3 of the Accountan_t-
General’s letter, recorded in G. 0., dated 30th October 1872, No. 1,509., will
facilitate adjustments, @s in that case each payment can be passed and adjusted
when the bills relating to ‘iﬁ\t are received without waiting 4ill the payments reach
a certain sum. Aitgnﬁqxi 18 also requested to paragraph 4 of the letter recorded
in G. 0., 13th March 1875%.}510. 413, ,

5. With these remarks, the Government will allow the cor'ltmuafrce of t.he
present systems The proposal to revert to the old system, _which, with all its

T

. e e g AT it a2 R T A A “M‘-, e
" advantages, is subject to the one great drawback of the transactions of dne vear not
being'all shown in the accounts of that year, they defer for future consideration,

- it being in contemplation by the Government of India to introduce, at no distant
date, a uniform Forest Account Code.

(True Extract,)

(Bigned) A. MACGREGOR,
Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
» the Accountant-Genaral.
» the Officiating Inspector of Foresta.

Exd. J. W. Fischer.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD oF Rmmm, dated 5th May Nd, t@wf
Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government dated l3th March
1875, No. 413, Revenue Department : —

AspsTraCT.— Conservancy and Working Charges of the Fores¢ Department.— Refer-
ring to the Board of Revenue for remarks letter from the Accountant-General
reporting on the present system of debiting advances for—.

Tae existence of larger unadjusted balances now” than before the forests were
transferred to Collectors is due, not to any change in the sys%m of drawing funds
and keeping accounts, but to other causes. , '

2. The difference in the system of accounts is simply this. Formerly
advances were made by Collectors to forest officers on cheques drawn against
letters of credit issued by the Accountant-General at the request of the Inspector
of Forests and were first debited to ‘ Forest—remittances under “ Publie
Debt ” and afterwards adjusted when bills were received by a credit to  Publig
Debt ” and debit to * Forest.” Now, as the Collectors have charge of Forests, no
letters of credit are issued, but their Forest Assistants are allowed to draw money
not exceeding the budget grant, and the whole amount so drawn is at once charged
off to ¢ Forest " and afterwards accounted for by submission of bills as is done i in
the cese of salt advances. An accéunt of the sums drawn’against the budget grant
is sent month]y to the Board through the Collectors. The Board canmnot .ce how

. this dlﬂ'erence ;n the g_s_ﬁ “dgxly effect on enloroing the amo: s =&

of account the wwount drawn .y o
i e nécessary advances mnst be drawn, and the Board do not think
that exther t.hey or the Inspector of Forests are more competent than the Collectors
to control and limit the advances. The real cause of the increased amount of
unadjusted balances is the delay in the submission and audit of bills. Formerly
range officers sent their bills for each month direct to the Central Office before the
tenth of the following month with an account-current, and they were audited and
forwarded to the Accountant-General’within the tenth of the following month, so
that there were never more than one month’s bills in arrear. Now the bills have
to come through Collectors, and this causes a delay of more than one month, and for
auditing them in this offiee it generally takes nearly two months instead of one
owing to heavier work mainly in connection with Budget and Administration
reports which are now made to give more details than before. Thus there are
always about three months’ bills instead of one month’s in arrear. This delay,
which eaunot be avoided, is not of any consequence, as the real amount of unadjusted
balance is not large.  A{f present the amount remaining unadjusted on account of
each of the past years is as shown in the

T L ] e b L 7,096 ~margin. Of the amount* of unadjusted
1878-74..." ... w hares 2738 Cack 475 s
1874-75 up to December ... ... 1,40, balances on account of 1874-75, Rupees

1,40,742* $
— 82,928 bave been since accounted for,
Total... 1,50,566  and there are bills now in this office for
' Rupees 10,994 under audit.
3. As for the permanent advance it is always recouped at the end of each
month, and is generally in cgﬁ:.'with the forest officers.

'?‘_\ .
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forest tracts adjacent to the
November 1873,

Nelambur plantation,

3. The Board, however, must admit that the present system is ealeulated to
complicate accounts, A 10unts advanced and debited to a particular head some.

rwards accounted for under another head which requires
nts, whereas under the old system there was

as'the amount stood
accounted for by submission of hills.

Board would prefer the old system of g

* Ahey are accounteq for, when t
“* Forest;” but the disadva__ntage of the
are shown in the accounts of an

& debt which has to be met fr

6. This system of leg

no necessity
ebited to * Public Debt ™ till it was
On this ground, and this ground alone, tl.u:
ebiting all advances to “ Public Debt ™ till
hey ‘are transferred o the proper head under
system is that the transactions of one year
other, and that at the end of each year there is left
om the next year's budget.

ving one year’s expenditure to be met from another

year's budget will, the Board fear, lead to complications, and on this ground the
Board hesitate to adopt a system involving if.

7. Onthe Whole, the Board are of opinion that the best course is to make no
changs ill the Account Code forwarded with G. 0., dated 18th August 1874,
No. 1,035, is introduced, which, it is believed, will be shortly done. It is true
that tho Acoount Code contemplates, with regarci to advances, a procedure simiilar
that in foree pravios to the transfer of forefis to Collectors, but it is possible

= » ay rule otherwise, and it is desirable that changs
M - :

. }Ee Sode, as ﬁnally adopted
A y i w fan ‘Ul swvnidad

Acting Secretary.
Revenue Department,
with statement returned.
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