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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
28th May 1875.

No. 336. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of ' Revenue, dated 20th
April 1875, No. 970 :—

Read the following letter from H. 8. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Tanjore, to H, E. STOKES, Esq.,
Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Vallam, 18th March 1875, No. 1186.

Ix reply to Revenue Board's Proceedings marginally queted, I have the honor to state that
Miscellancous, No. 205, dated 16th Juouary 1675, I did issue the Circular Order guoted, and that
s » 797, » 20d February 1875. I did so for the following reasons. .
Oificial Memo. ,, 288, ,, 26th ” o8y T
o 2. Two months after joining the distriet
I received, on the 5th December, the Government Order, dated 13th November 1874, No, 2,113,
from which I perceived that the district with which I was newly charged was about the worst
district in all the Presidency for crime, To give my earnest and immediate attention to the
causes and remedies thereof was obviously my special duty as District Magistrate. I alsoreceived
numerous and strongly-expressed Session Court Proceedings bearing on the same subject, Police
reports which pointed obviously in the same direction, and an accidental eivil record which indi-
cated the same. Reviews of criminal calendars and a caroful perusal of my predecessor’s reviews
and characters, together with the constant bitter complaints of petitioners, all told the same tale.
Therefore was it that I issued the circular of which'the Board inquire, and I did it as one step
only in a scheme for the improvement of the administration of justice in this district, a scheme
of which, as well as of the aforesaid sketch, I shall proceed to submit the details.

3. GoverNuMENT CrpER.—In the Government Order above quoted. it is pointed out that as
regards dacoity Tanjore is one of the three districts in which ¥ the worst phase of the erime is

shiown to provall 't dhut s xegasds Mowcsbeswhing Faojore and anotner district ** head the tist™

with the greatest number of offences, and that ‘the detection therein was ““among the worst,”’
thougimy late distriet of South Canara was, T was glad to see, doubly hest in the Presidency.
As regards cattle-lifting, again, Tanjore is mentioned as seemingly unable to cope with its erime;
and when we come to false cgses, and it is shown to what an extent the Subordinate Magistracy
have neglected their duty, and practically handed over their functions to, and thereby overbur-
dened, the Police and hindered them from their more proper duty—the dealing with grave crime, —
it is added that, though the practice prevails very generally, it prevails ** principally in Tanjore.”
Under the head of improvements required Tanjore is again particularized as one of ** the hot-
beds of dacoity.”” Throughout these proceedings it is also clearly indicated that the District
Magistrate is not a little responsible for the crime of his district, I accepted the responsibility,
and seeing that, in the case of Tanjore, the evil was one of no ordinary magnitude, but as nearly
as possible the greatest in the Presidency, I thought that it both justified and called for the remedy
too, being a little more than ordinary. That all the ordinary remedies had been duly tried by my
predecessors I could not but presume. To presume the contrary would have been egotistic surely

and anything but justice to my predecessors, anything but the spirit in which I would enter on

my duties in any district, least of all in one in which I followed the Collector and Magistrate
under whom I had already had the honor of serving when I was Joint Magistrate of Salem. Any

such contrary presumption was also distinetly negatived by a perusal of my office records, which

showed careful reviews of calendars, repeated magisterial orders, degradations of Sub-Magis-

trates, a strong appeal for additional Magistracy, more than doubtful testimonials of character, which

showed, in short, all the ordinary means duly followed by my predecessor, but in vain. Under these

and the cirumstances to be further state@ below, I was led to think that the time had arrived

when more than ordinary measures were called for, and that, if I was not prepared to accept the

toil and the responsibility of such measures, I should be shrinking from my duty, I donbted not

that the Government was in real earnest in its remarks on the excessive crime and its suppression,

and I took heart of grace therefrom, feeling sure that I could show that I kad no thought but to
give effect to those remarks, and relying consequently on support. 5
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4, Szsston CourT's Proceepings.—Passing from the Order of Government to the Proceed- ] i ; : ; .
of the Session Court of North Tanjore, I will now make from the latter the following extracts, | « [ would seem to be neft to 1mp0831bl? for Police ot.ﬁcers improperly to keep men in custody
‘ if the lower ranks of the Magistracy determined to restrain them from so doing.

3
:
1
j

ings

. which shall speak for themselves :— \ % ’ . ‘ o
«The Session Judge deems it necessary to invite the earnest attention of the Magistrate B ++ The whole conduct of the Sub-Magistrate ﬁn de?lmg as he did with the accused person
of the district to the state of things disclosed 4 8 : ¢ Kndavassal uttulingam appears to call for very serious
i 91st September 1874, No. 610. : 4 ub-Magistrate of Kudavassal. i :
Prooeedings, dated PSS 9 by the records in these ninctcen cases. The : ; Mk, u ¥ *
records appear to indicate on the o%vhand want of caution in committing for trial presumably g «In this case also there probably has been a grave miscarriage of justice, A poor feeble
innocent men, and on the other hand want of carefulness in preparing cases against probably guilty i ;5 3 peocsedings, dated 3lst Septomber 174, No. R 2 old woman was suspected of theft and barbar-
men. In many instances the delay in completing the preliminary inquiry has been extraordi- i Ret;‘:‘ll:rd‘()}i  No.9 of 1874 on filo of Sub-Magistrate f- ously tortured in the house of someé  weshthy
4 Tranquebar. ' Bramans at Tranquebar. She complained at

narily and intolerably greaf, and the explanation of delay unsatisfactory in a high degree. * * *
. s Altogether the procedure followed by several of the Magistrates who have committed these : once to the station-house against two persons, Whom she named, and the Sub-Magistrate was ‘
‘ informed of the occurrence and arrest of the accused persons ; but instead of going forthwith to the ,

cases has Been very unsatisfactory. . * *
h was about a mile from his office, and systematically inquiring into the

# 1n this case of poisoning the evidence collected by the committing officer was utterly incre- scene of the crime, whic
dible, whilst the main story told was physi. case, he contented himself with illegally remanding the accused persons to custody for five days,

vem?;f,:fe No. 8 of 1874 on Sle of Sub-Magistrate of oq1]y jmpossible. The deceased woman cer- and for several days did nothing.
1 tainly could not have swallowed a large dose «The Session Judge desires to be informed under what legal emactment and for what
of arsenic and them walked some distance home and talked guietly to her brother, and lain down reasons this remand order Was made. Had the Sub-Magistrate gone at once to the Brainans’

to slecp, and survived the night. Nor is it possible to believe that the woman would ealmly hand « B L oape s honessly ptirred himself in the matter, Sl e et A
1d have been found to be implicated in the erime. Even now it possibly

over some of the poisoned sweetmeats to her brother, and bid him eat of them whilst undergoing - influential persons wou
the torments that a dose of arsenic occasions. A little reflection should have shown the commit- i | ' may not be 00 late to
ting officer that the case for the prosecution was rotten to the core, and that therefore, in all proba- District Magistrate the expe

bility, the husband was not the culprit. . European Magistrate.””
“ In this case of marder or suicide by hanging there can be but little doubt that the Police On the same Sub-Magistrate after receiving his explanation.

at once set to work to extert evidence by im- . - S g
A e S ¢ Here again there 18 no 'exph%n&tlon of the omission on the part of the Sub-Magistrate to

N e L g

discover the worst offenderay and the Session Judge would suggest to the
diency of inquiring further into this atrocious case through a

' Rezuler Cage No. B of 1874 on file &f 2nd-class Magis-
trate of 'i’ﬂf.rapnmh. : = : - gEpEE TR T Rty |
S e TR A " e priseedings, dated 14th December 1874, No. 895, g0 to the spot, which is close to his Conrt-house, = -
+ The committing officer appears to have left the management of the case far too mach in ¢ ' e and inquire into the circumstance. of an atro-
o : cious crime. Instead of so doing, he illegally omitted for many days to take any steps against the

© the hands of the Police. The Session Judge has marked with regret for a long time an ever-
increasing disposition on the part of the Magistracy to bhrow the wogk of investigation and respon-
sibility in serious cases ou the Police. - i

prisoners actually produced before him,, and contented himself with ordering the Police to inquire
3 for him. In the opinion of the Court the Sub-Magistrate has shown himself to be, if honest,
‘ quite unfit for the efficient discharge of the duties of a Magistrate.”

- » | *
1 G - "
+In this case of dacoity very grave irregularities appear to.have be'er.x committed, and the 5. The Head Assistant Magistrate, the “Assistant Superintendent of Police, and I have
Regular Case No. 6 of 1874 on filo of Snb-lingilltrate ot ?:::1.::; s':::jj; ;)se ;:Btgf\;:gnin:h“ha searching # been v?ry'c&refnllyi i.uto this case, and in this concluding remark of the Judge I quite concur.
, Kudavassul, %tk ha Folios and: the Magis:r:ce :°n§“°1‘1 of 3 Th-el‘e.lsn in my opinion, no't a word to be said for t,.h«-a Sub-Magistrate : either he was wilfully
‘ it 7, 10 SERiing : b shielding thfa wicked, or, in the face of .the most pitiful appeal, he was callously indifferent to
e 2 5 *‘ duty. 'In dexhl;er 1ciaase h‘f is rtoh fic to sustain the office of a Magistrate, and I could wish might
e s, o ol et sy oo sl B e e LT
illegal. { ' not dared to take this step. I think it will be seen, before this 1ett(;r is ended, that, if cri.me is to

; be put down, leniency to the Sub-Magistracy will for the present be misplaced in Tanjore. 1 ask,

¢ The delay in this case Was enormous, whilst the explanation of it is entirely unsatis-
therefore, to be permitted to degrade this man, now on Rupees 70, to a position in which he can

factory. *® » * :
« The Session Judge sees reason to fear that a practice is growing up of leaving serious cases do less harm. ; ,
entirely in the hands of the Police for long epaces of time .exta_ndifxg to three or four weeks or 6. IfT quoted in extenso all the Proceedings of the Session Court of North Tanjore, I
t in this district, must be put down with might show the grounds on which such very grave remarks were based, and I might thus give a

Such practice i8 wholly illegal, and, if it exis
clearer view of existing evils, but I might also swell this letter to such a length that the main

:z:;ng hand, 1t is not too much to say that 103‘1“‘2 3-00“3.5‘! or sf‘m“'ted passas at .ﬂm mercy
of the Police for long spaces of time renders the right ‘admmxstranon of ecriminal Jnsﬁxee utterly object of it would be in danger of being lost in the maze of details. I have quoted, therefore,
: ;mpossible. - i . . though Fomewhat unfairly to the Judge perhaps, just e.nougl.x to show that I am not alone in my
v ¢ There is hero another flagrant Toenel of conclusions ; that before 1 ever saw or conferred with him, nay, even before I entered the
-5 No,196 explicit rule laid down in Section 124 of the district, the Judge had expressed himself, in pretty plain language, that there was very much of
Proceedings, dated 25th February st iy , wickedness and venality, both in Police and Magistracy, that urgently called for vigorous suppres-

Code of Criminal Procedure."”
- *

gion. I could wish it poted, for it is a point, in which 1 thoroughly concur, how the Judge holds
the authorities most to blame to be the Magistracy. :
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7. Civir Couvrr.—While the criminal records of the Judge's Court led to these conclusions,
they found, quite unknown to him, a perfectly accidental confirmation in his eivil proceedings.
Certain parties applied to him to appoint a curator of an estate. As required by law, he called
on me for a report under Section VILL, Act XIX. of 1841. A glance in consequence at the
accounts of the estate showed several entries of sums given to a Tahsildar and to a Deputy
Tahsildar besides minor officials. These entries will be further investigated, and the explanations
of the Tahsildar and Deputy Tahsildar will be called for in due course.

8. Pource Cosriruarion.—Thus, while criminal and civil records indicated venality on the
part of the lower Native Magistracy, and the Government review of crime showed the natural
result thereof, it was reserved for the admirable Superintendent of Police, Captain Rolland, to be
the first to lay his hand on an actual case in point. Ie found the Subordinate Magistrate of
Arandhangi receiving money to hush up a dacoity, and, for that end, wilfully recording a depo-
gition falsely. This case has been reported to the Board, and will be re-reported, as soon as
possible, in answer to their Proceedings, dated 20th January 1875, No. 208,

9. Reviews or CenniNaL Canexpaes.—Lastly, I will mention my own proceedings, and I
will quote one of them in extenso, merely adding here that this case also is being prepared for
gubmission to the Board of Revenue, and 1 will ask that this Sub-Magistrate tog may be deprived

_ % e ; ] of magisterial authority, and placed in a posi-
Proosetiags of Discit Magieusie i Appesl Bo- ot o b bl in Gicabe, i which ho oan less
‘ affect the crime of the country.

* Judgment in Appeal No. 48 of 1874 against the conviction and sentence by the 3rd-class

Magistrate of Pattukottai in cal.endar case No. 153 of 1874,

+ Il * * *

“' ” «« Date of offence, . 23rd Septembar 1873.

1 o . Do. of complaint, 24th i A -
: 3 'Y by

i Do. of decision, 26th August  1874.
. Do. of appeal,  20th Septem®er ,,
Grounds of appeal.

: s s -

« This is a case reflecting great disgrace on gll the Government officials concerned, to wit the
Talug Magistrate, the Police, and the Village Accountant, but most especially on the Talug
Magistrate. 8

¢ More than eleven months, or in round terms nearly a year, has been occupied in the trial
of a case of theft involving only one Rupee worth of property and ending in one day’s simple
imprisonment and Rupees 2 fine. Such grievous delay cannot but bring the law into contempt.

¢ The=e has been a delay of five months by the Police, fgr which they will be called on by
the Talug Magistrate to give an exact account, to be forwarded to the District Magistrate. But,
whatever may be their delay, the Taluqg Magistrate is mainly to blame for it, for on him lay the
responsibility of seeing that the Police are in his hands an efficient instrument of justice as
expressed in the Preamble Act XXIV, of 1859. With this explanation the Talug Magistrate will
submit his own explanation in detail for all the delay made and permitted by him from the day on
which he first received the Police Occurrence Report. :

Court.

¢ He will also call upon the Curnam for an explanation of his three months’ delay, and submit
his own explanation for suffering it.

“ This Talug Magistrate will also render his explanation of what appear to be illegalities in
this case. The District Magistrate wishes to know why when four men were charged with the
same offence two were brought before him on warrants and two on summons; why in a non-
bailable offence all the prisoners were admitted to bail at a time when witnesses had given the very
‘evidence on which the appellants have been convicted,

s
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** He will explain why that Oceurrence Report is not among the records forwarded to this

0

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
23th May 1875.
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“ As regards the appellants the District Magistrate can place no reliance on a trial held in
guch a highly irregalar manner, and remarks that, even if they were guilty, the long time during
which they have been held under trial is a grievous burden tenfold worse than thefitting punish-
ment of the petty offence with which they have been charged, to wit the cutting of a tree from
a neglected avenue, The District Magistrate, therefore, orders their relcase or the refund of the
fine imposed.

« The Taluq Magistrate’s calendar does not show whether or not the fine was paid."”

10. In connection with the subject of inordinate delay in the conduct of magisterial inquiries,
1 will quote one more of my own proceedings on appeal, and will add, with reference thereto, that
it is by such improper delays that corrupt Magistrates create for themselves the opportunity for
working on the fears of the parties in suspense, and th‘ere‘by‘wringing out of them the maximum
attainable with safety to themselves. Whenever a Magistrate can give no proper explanation for
inordinate delays, they become suspicions. Inthe case that I am about to quote thoy are habitual,
and coutinued all the same in the face of the warnings of my predecessor. I have only fined the
man because I feared to do more lest Lshould not be supported. But now that I am laying
the whole matter before the Board, and I am consequently in hopes that they yvill feel themselves
in a position to take a wider view of the necessities of the case with reference to thg crime of the
district, 1 will plainly state my own opinion, and leave it at their disposal. Even if we put upon

 his delays the most charitable constraction that can possibly be put— that pf dilatoriness, not wicked-
ness nor venality—even then we are still driven to the conclusion that a Magistrate who can be
thus unconcerned and dilatory while the district is in a blaze with crime and the suffering and
injury therefrom accruing is not a fit man to help me to battle with that crime. At the very

I consider that he is not equal to the exigencies of his post aiid times. Are the European
trany alnme tn work themselyes t2 death, and she Native Magistfacy to idle with impunity 1
, Sub-Magistrate on Rupees 100. I would ask that he be relegated to mou-wa

least

-

uties.
it is as well it should be stated that we have had the narrowest escape of my having to vse it
Jiterally ; for a gang of old dacoits, who had just returned from transportation to their former
avocations, when reapprehended, told the Superhatendent of Police that he had been only just
in time, for they had meant, out of revenge, intimidation, and bravado, to set the whole district
on fire simultaneously, and that they were only waiting for the return of one leader to concert
arrangements when he had anticipated them. He had noted their being time-expired, known
they would return to their former means of living, and had recaught them in their very first
offence. The proceedings that concern the Sub-Magistrate referred to are then as follows :—

« Read reply of Narayanasami Aiyar, Sub-Magistrate of Tanjore Town, dated 17th Novem-
ber 1874, to the District Magistrate's Proceed-
ings in Appeal No. 52 of 1874. ' |

“ The explanation is rambling and altogether unsafisfactory. The Sub-Magistrate, instead
of adjudicating on the case before him on its merits, made himself subservient to the wishes of the
complainant to try the counter-complaints first. He rmudve inordinate delay of 100 dags for

ik thers is mo cxense, and which the rocords of his office show to be common, there being

1,178 days’ delay in 11 cases. it : : e T

¢ His delays in magisterial cases have been more than once strongly remarked on by the

late District Magistrate, by whom he has been
s, m&?’ 1824, warned in vain. It only remains to punish.
Finally, he has decided a case of a riot amongst
wealthy Mirasidars’ tenants directly against the evidence and the law, for it was a case which he
had no power to decide at all. If there were other posts to whick it would be convenient to
degrade him at this juncture, he would be degraded ; as it is, he is fined Rupees 5.”
. 12. 1do not think I need quote the records of my predecessor, for, as Second Member of
the Board, he can personally conviuee the other Members that certain of the Native Magistracy .

2

Proceedings, dated 15th Januery 1875, No. 4.

Nos. 27, 78, 70, 82, 86, 88, 119, 189,
snd 361 of 1878-
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71. Tt need hardly be stated thatd use the words * & blaze with crime " metaphorically, but
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“of this district are not as pure and pai i
, painstaking as the igh :
had . . y might be. His characters, whi
- 1:2‘:. 3:' table,hperue:ag and reperusing whenever startled by some stran;;s :o}::lece}:iilnh: :).;'
ik ;?,t s. ow t: nowledge of his Magistrates with which my five montbsPexperienie i8
at In strange accord. His magisterial i ‘ 1
R ; al proceedings and lette igtrie
tha:ef“; eo;den: shtow all t..he reco{;mzed means at the disposal of a District l:n t;::r e t.'ll)'mt;m
extent to which ordinary prudence dictated that they would be lgikel u‘: uh‘ ¥ ﬂ:o
y to have the

countenance of hi 3
igher authority, and because I have gone just one step further in the same direc

tion I am immediately called on to explai
xplain, and though 1
stances, to wit official visitant . hough under the pressure of otl ircum-
: cial visitants, &e., &e., I crave alittle time, I am called on to mak: ‘nl é"“c;rc:lln;r
0 urth

delay.” 1 would wish to explain that I h.
sielay : ave made g i
implied no want of confidence, or it would be very di:;):‘;atgl;:;I e

13. And why did I go just a ste
: p beyoud my predecessor ? B i
:1;::; :ﬁ'orhs had n:t availed to stem the tide of crime. Why ? g:::::s:xlpeneu?e e ﬁ“‘;
w A - . :
e thas lnot' 31 was in possession of the Governmeut Order above qu t::las ol _Pose”m“ ;|
ed the glaring state -of Tanjore crime, but, what was of more impgrtoan . ‘:hlchh nlzt °“_l3;
ce to the Distric

Magistrate, that the Government was ali i
, s alive to it and reall i
i Ciabal i and really anxious to put it down.
i8 it that have 1 done 1 I have simply applied the selfaa:x:: principle that

1}th September 1848,

13tk October 1862,

19th December 1862.

4tk July 1863,

25tk November 1863,

2¢th Jacuary 15656,

Board’s Standing Circular No. 401, Dalyell’s Edition
page 412. ; 4

:;, recognized in the marginally-noted orders,
: e very nur}xher of which is sufficient to show
ow the subject has been insisted on, and the
at:rmigencg: of which is evidenced by i;nmediat.e
3;:1:1:;:51_ ’ being the punishment for nonre-
the gelfsame principleg'mtl;e :ltay. “ c?flfifierftion et acd
stood 1t A RS lly eyt ey urdors e ot O TR o T
property ; 1 simply added movable property, and in doing so I asked nod;in e Cial,
1 wanted no particulars ’?vhatever, but only total money vglues. The calling f:r :;:él'k f
and all was that I might make no invidious distinctions. Those whose conscienlce: 1‘;*3 o
accuse them had, and could have, no hesitation in the wmatter, and to no one need it h ; bnat
the work of more than half an hour. e
15. Aund what was my object? I meant, after thus giving every man a fair opportunity of
stating the truth with his explanation if any, to have made, if I had not been stayed, f 'j;ho
inquiries, and thereon to have laid before the Board and Government a few picked ‘:md, ﬂ:t]r ei
instances of men who had amassed fortunes out of all manner of proportion to their Qr’tlj
savings from legitimate gains—fortunes which they had not themselves' the face to ack poslm :
because they were quite unexplainable in any honest way—fortunes which should ha m;Wf s
Government under no doubt but that they were the proceeds of«the venal abuse of a ?; . i e
ander no compunction about dispensing with their services and disallowi “-lo.ﬂty: "
e gt wing any claim for a
.16. This I desired to do because I despaired of bringing each individual Magi
justice by the tedicus and uncertain and very uphill process of a criminal prosecuti afg‘“mte .
tion, becanse such a course could work but slowly in its results on tha ather ‘;;:2301' e
through them, on the crime of the country ; and for long weary; m.c‘n.n.l;;or ye;;ﬁ tl: tmLclgr“‘mi’
consequently be left still exposed to the combined merey of a corrupt Magistrac an: Peog ?dl?m“
dacoi.hs. That I speak advisedly, and that the Subordinate Magistracy, as lel ag ?11: OV';ned
Magzstrafyy, are on oceasions in actual collusion with thg;dacoits, is undc;nbted Th Ae‘ (;hage
Sub-M’aglstrate ahove referred to is a case in point. I tﬁought the state of cri;ne in er.h' "’;"1 ’}"5
as noticed by the.G.ovemment itself, might, when taken in connection with the rem lsk ‘“;' lc}:'
Judge an.d the op}nwn of the District Magistrate, make it sufficiently patent that tl?r - tl'o
gabl? gains were ill-gotten, and that the result might be the prompt removal of a fi T
Magistrates, which would so strengthen my haunds that I mi Sl
¥y at I might hope to redeem the rest and

liar position, I have only cirried on

. begin at once on vigorous measures against crime.
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17. I understand, but I do not kngw, particulars that the like was done once before under
similarly exceptional circumstances in another district, and that the then Government was pleased
to remove tW0 Tahsildars summarily. .

18. While making these remarks I would not have it thought that T condemn and suspec
all alike. Far from it ; I am thoroughly alive to the principles inculcated in paragraphs 13, 14, 15
of Board's Proceedings, dated 8th March 1864, No. 1,444, and I venture to think I yield to noue
in the diligent search after those that are honorable and the honor which I pay them. To parti-
cularize those in Tanjore that are, in my opinion, honorable would be highly invidious ; it wil
suffice to say I know there are such, and that I take the very greatest pains that no bonest
man should ever suffer at my hands even a moment’s uncasiness, nay, rather that he should be able
to feel that in his accidental errors, and in the case of combinations against him, he can afford to
be fearless, being sure of no half-friend in me.

19. But the elimination of the evil iz not the only thing to be dome in my opinion for the
Magistracy. There is one of them—not one of those with whom I have found fault above—that
has such an amount of work to do that he cannot do it properly. Of him it is unfair to be too
exacting ; we cannot expect impossibilities. But, on the other hand, is it fair to the community
to leave the Magistracy insufficient to cope with crime ! '

90. The excessive weight of work falling upon the Tahsildars of the two heavy talugs of
Tanjore and Combaconum was specially brought to the notice of the Board by my predecessor in
his report printed in their Proceedings, dated 10th December 1873, and his proposal that two
more Deputy Tahsildars should be appointed, one for the Tanjore and one for the {ombaconum
Taluq, received the full support of the Board. After some farther correspondence, however,
the more pressing wants of the Tanjere Talug have alone been"met by the appointment of an

| sAditioRaT DDty Talsidar tor e talag under the sanciion of Goyvsament copveyed in the

e

_ Boara's Procesdings of the 21ist July last, Miscellaneous No. 4,901, and those of the ComPaconum

Talug yet remain to be supplied. I ftake this opportunity to urge that the additional Deputy
Tahsildar asked for for the Combacowim Talug be allowed. The case is now quite as urgent a8
before, and cannot be put more clearly than it has been by my predecessor. To his letter there-

fore, which is quoted above, I beg to refer the Board, ‘
91. The Government has asked for a repgrt of the additional number of Police required.
That more Police are required there is no doubt. Their number was mistakenly cut down some little
Population per time ago. Their number should, in my opinion,

L 3 A
Whole District.. «voeieme sersssserasares “méégmu& bear 80;!;0 proportion to the population as wlel;
Tanjore Talug s t PRE g e 2
e ajpre TN e - 3.008 as to the ar?a, for a dx_smctA which l.s ‘peop
Negapatam 30- 7 829°5 in parts as thickly as Middlesex requires more
e do. t,gg: watching than a thinly-peopled area. The
‘I‘anjore TOWD  cearecssvssverarsansrens 7,801 population in p‘lacea is a8 many as 1'000 a

gquare mile, and this congregating of people, together with their amassed wealth, allures dacoits
from far, and they come conveniently by rail ; out of such numbers, erime is also bred on the spot.

99, But into the details of Police wants T will not go, as they will be better dealt with by
the Inspector-Genml of Police in obedience to the Goveroment call.  This, however, I will say,
that, unless the Magistracy are simultancously improved, it is hopeless to expect that exira Police
will or can make any impression on crime, and, on the other hand, that, if the Native Magistracy
are what they should be, it is simply impossible for the Police to go wrong.

23. By Native Magistracy I mean primarily the Sub-Magistrates, but I would not omit the
Village Magistracy, who, when properly worked, are the most important machinery, and who
urgently need their taliaries of old. 1t wasa mistake indeed that they were ever done away with
in this district. This Village Police should be entirely under the Village Magistrate, and in no
way at all subordinated to the Police force, and the Village Magistrate being thus able and
Lound to acertain and immediately report ¢rime in ite very birth-place, and- to report it both
to the Police and to his own superior the Sub-Magistrate, the Police bave no excuse for not

=
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Y ‘promptly following up wdelw. and the Sub-Magisttate has ample means for np'muns“”"‘;
 therein, and seeing they really do it. ¥ o St gy

24 Before closing this letter, I would beg to take leave to bring under considoratjon the
GG AR s A | offeet of the marginally-noted orders. The effect
S P G G, i 18 1k tho Native Sub-Magistray, who. vank.
: 13th Junvary 1575. NEELS ~ most looking after, have none at all, and the
e Wuwa'm,ﬁa& Rissoasa Magiowacy, wha aewd it Liuaiv SR
e e i e ey 3 most. Divisional Officers, thmm’ DB E
" peans, have to submit their calendars both to the District Magistrate and tho High Court ; and -
e S mw himself and the District Judges have to submit calendars, but the Native
~ Sab-Magistracy have neither to subiit, nor even to write, any at all. It is obvious that there.
 will ordinarily be no appeal in 3 case ‘when & man worthy of punishment escapes because he 8
©rich enough to pay bush-money. Insuch cases the cylendar is the ouly clue. I venture to.
submit that of the two, it is the European that is to be relied on as the backbone of the
[:;ﬂ in an_invidious position of comparative distrust, and ought he to be deprived of &

= e

i y,m%mm agistrate is ordinarily so had worked, that he can
‘ iogray by sook
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o of the Board and Government my

sl ssraoeGins eme of e dirc f, whon et o folloms
m wunmn& r:;tm %o other duties of a Talug Magistrate and two Sub-
© The appointment of one Additional Magistrate.
 The strengthening of the Police force.
~ The re-appointment of Taliaries or Village Police. ,
 The return to calendars from Sub-Magistrates.
" The being relieved myself of a talug charge.
ool 98. In conclusion, I trust the Board and Government, who have in a measure placed me at
Fatk ™ b;r of a native newspaper correspondent, will be good enough, if satisfied, to let it be
~ practically seen ;0 resali, by the strengvhening of my bands, that they do not mean that their
 Magistrates should be any way intimidated by such attacks. If what I ask is done, I am confident
 that within a twelvemonth of the insuguration of those measures the erime in the district will
b sty dimisiebed. | |
“Taus letter will be submitted to Government with refereno to G 0., dated 23rd January
No. 129, in which the Board are directed to report, for the information of Government, the
 inguiry which they had ordered as to the issue, by the Acting Collector of Tanjore, of 3
ar calling upon all subordinates in the district to farnish returns of proparty of all kinds

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
28th May 1875.

9. Mr. Thomas explains that he issued the circular in question being, from a perusal of
orders of Government and district records and from personal observation, deeply impressed with
the prevalence of crime of all kinds in the district ; being persuaded that much of this undae
prevalence of crime is owing to the inefficiency and venality of public servants of all ranks, espe- i b
cially M}giatrates . and believing that radical improvement would best be secured by measures taken o _ |
against this great cvil. ; '

3. The Board fully appreciate the magnitude and difficalty of Mr. Thomas' task, and his
landable desire to do what he can to check the crime which seems to be so rife. An officer whe
devotes himself to the interests of his charge as unsparingly as Mr. Thomas does deserves the
support of higher authority, which he asks for in this letter, and may be assured that he will find
it, for the removal of those shown to be currupt or inofficient.

LT W e —
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‘4. The Board cannot but think, however, that, in issuing the circular in question, Mr. Thomas
took a mistaken step. Ile says those whose consciences did not acecuse them could have no hesita-
tion in the matter ; but, though the Board are not prepared to admit even so much, they think that .
the sudden issue of a general order of the kind could not fail to induce a state of terror and suspi-
cion in the minds of all, and must have caused an amount of excitement and fear amongst the
public servants generally, which must have had an injurious effect upon the progress of business in
tho district. Sueh an order, too, is likely to defeat its own ebject, as those who have amassed
illicit wealth are not likely to have failed to provide for such a contingency, and to have taken
measures for its concealment. Honest men might be embarrassed by the order, but knaves could

- Jaugh at it. The Board are of opinion that all proceedings in pursuance of the order should be
stopped. 3

5. Mr. Thomas gives & series of quotations from the proceedipgs of the District Judge, and

funw his awn nnan anneal. illustratitig the condition of the Native Sub-Magistracy and the Police,
o i pORMEIOYS Hug viken ups He. efers in particular G0 tue cases

v. wi¢ Sub-Magistrate of Tranquebar (paragraphs 4 and 5) whom he wishes to degrade to a

sabordinate position ; o the Sub-Magistrate of Arandanghi, whose dismissal he has recommended,

. and whose explanation as ‘o the charges against him is awaited by the Board (Proceedings, dated
29th January 1875, No. 206) ; of the Sub-Magistrate of Pattukottai, who is charged with inordinate
delay in magisterial trials, and whose case is akout to be reported with recommendation that he be
deprived of magisterial authority ; and of the Sub-Magistrate of Tanjore, on whose file eleven

 cases remained for 1,178 days, and who has been departmentally fined for this and other faults.

The Board must await farther communications in these cases.

6. He next adverts to the subject of the appointment of an additional Deputy Tahsildar
and Sub-Magistrate for the Combaconum Talugq to be located at Papanassem. This proposal was
laid before Government with the Board's support in their Proceedings, 10th December 1873,
No. 2,516, but was not acceded to. The Board will be glad if Government find themselves in a
position now to entertain it. '

7. The re-organization of the Village Police should form the subject of a separate report,

8. Mr. Thomas recommends au increase to the strength of the regular police foree, and
comments upon the evil cffects of the recent orders of the High Court under which the submis-
gion of calendars by the Sub-Magistracy to the Appellate authorities is discontinued. he also
‘requests that he may be exempted from the order of Government requiring District Magistrates
to rotain immediate charge of at least one taluq. These are matters not within the provinee of
the Board to deal with, but they cannot but express their concurrence with Mr. Thomas’ remarks |
a8 to the effects of the Iligh Court’s orders, and thier apprehension that the change will be espe-

cially injurious in conmection with the extension of Sub-Magisterial powers generally, which
Goveroment bave declared it to be their intention to carry out,
(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) H. E. STOKES,
Acting Secretary,
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Loy 4 Szastox Courr's Paocnmﬁés.—-—?assing from the Order of Government to the Procsed-
~ ings of the Session Court of North ’hfnﬁore, I will now make from the latter the following extracts,
which shall speak for themselves :— /.

*The Session Judge deems it | ecessary to invite the earnest attention.of the Magistrate

of the district to the state of things disclosed
by the records in these ninsteen cases. The
{ caution in committing for trial presumably

Procesdings, dated 21st September 187-).‘7370- 6390,

records appear to indicate on the one hand want o

innocent men, and on the other hand want of care ultiess in preparing cases against probably guilty
~men, In many instances the delay in completing the preliminary inquiry has been extraordi-
parily and intolerably great, and the explanation of delay unsatisfactory in a high degree. * = »

*“ Altogether the procedure followed by several of the Magistrates who haye committed these

cages had been very unsatisfactory, * .

6%

- ’ -
> > ! T o
this case of poisoning the evidence colleoted by the committing officer was utterly incre-

I o, 5 dible, whilst the main story told was physi-
e if’;.?:‘ Nay#of 1674 ou fle of 8ab Magistrate of cally ‘impossible. The deceassd woman cer-

- tainly could not have swallowed a largo dose
of arsenic and, then walked some distance home and talked quietly to her brother, and lain down

~ to sleep, and'survived the night. Nor is it possible to believe that the woman would calmly hand
~ over some of the poisoned sweetmeats to her brother, and bid him eat of them whilst undergoing
- the tormente that’a dose of arsenic occasions. A little reflection should have shown the commit-
_ ting officer that the case for the prosecution was rotten to the core, and that therﬁore, in all proba-
: bility, the husband was not the eulprit.

. ? ey ““In this case of murder or suicide by banging there can be but little

doubt that the Police

Rogular Case No. 5 of 1874 on file of 2nd-olass Magis- 3% ONCe 86t to work to extort evidence by im-

~ trate of Tritrapundi. 4 Proper means.
A , » *

~ * The committing officer appears to have left the 1
 the hands of the Police. The Session Judge has mark
_ increasing disposition on the part of the Magistracy to throw
£ n”h&ﬁty in serious cases on tbg I-!ohqci _ - ;

AT L A ol N e o

inquiry should be instituted into the conduet of
both the Police and the Magistracy in dealing
therewith.
@ L 2 ®
** Ag the record stands, the detention of the accus.d persons appears to have been wholly
illegal. { SRy ; g
E:'g“ The delay in this case was emormous, whilst the explanation of it is entirely unsatis-
 factory.

-
# # -y

- *The Session Judge sees reason to fear that a practice is growing up of leaving serious cases

entirely in the hands of the Police for long spaces of time extending to three or four weeks' or
more. Such practice is wholly illegal, and, if it exist in this district, must be put down with

©  astrong hand. Tt is not too much to say that leaving accus.eii or aflspected .p?rsonaf ab .the mercy
§  of the Police for long spaces of time renders the right administration of crimingl justice utterly
T : ““There is here another flagrant breach ¢f

F ; explieit rule laid down in Section 124 of the
- Procesdings, dated 25th Febroary 1875, No. 196, P :

S Code of Criminal Procedure,"

i * L] ®
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 *“In this eagé of dacoity very gr ) irregular ies 1 pear t Doen committed, and the .
G om A T A i that & searching
- Begalar Caso No. 6 of 1874 on file of Sob-Magistrate of
Eadevsesal,

BT e e

B —'m-;»:'.mf ;
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: for Police officers m\ roperly to keep men in custody
if the lower ranks of the Magistracy determined to restrain them T}om 8o doing. '
-
L]

>
*“ The whole conduct

of the Sub-M

agistrate in dealing as he did with the accused person
Sub-Magistrate of Kudayaggal,

Muttulingam appears to call for very serious
notice, 8 » -

& grave miscarriage of Justica, A poor feeble
v=(con- old woman wag suspected of theft and barbar-
sraio of  OWSly tortured in the house of some wealthy
. Bramans at Tranquebar. She complained at
AUk two persons, whom she named, and the Sub-Magistrate was
and arrest of the accased persons ; hut instead of going forshwith to the
was aboy : i e, and systematically inquiring into the

od himself wigh i i
for severa] days did n g the accused persons to custody for five days,

once to the station-houge
mformed of the oceurrence
Scene of the crime, which
case, he content

e othing,

re again there Z 5o explanation of the omission on th;

| T entered tha
z ice and Magiaty Anguage, that there w -~
o a2l wish it moted, for iy is 5 pagmy 5T Hhat urgontly calleg for

b . : vigorous
the authorities most to blame to be ¢} xm. : h hm whish 1 thoroughly conear, b /v

% oW the Jadgo holdy
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7. Crvit Courr.—~Whilefihe eriminal records of the Judge's Court led to these concluai.ons,
they found, quite unknown? to him, & perfectly accidental confirmation in his civil proceedings.
Certain parties applied to him to appoint a, curator of an estate. As required by law, he called
on me for a report under Section VIIL., Act XIX, of 1841. A glance in consequence at the
accounts of the estate showed several entries of sums given to a Tahsildar and to a Deputy
Tahsildar besides minor officials. These entries will be further investigated, and the explanations
of the Tahsildar and Deputy Tahsildar will be called for in due course.

8. Pouice coNviRMATION.—Thus, while eriminal and eivil records indicated venality on the
part of the lower Native Magistracy, and the Government review of crime showed the natural
result thereof, it was reserved for the admirable Superintendent of Police, Captain-Rolland, to be
the first to lay his hand on an actual case in point. He found the Subordinate Magistrate of

Arandhangi receiving money to hush up & daceity, and, for that end, wilfully recording a depo-

—-sibion falsely, ‘¥his case has heen reported to the Board, and will bo re-reported, as soon as
possible, in answer 6o their Proceedings, dated 20th January 1875, No. 206,

- 9. Revigws of Criminan Canexoars.—Lastly, I will mention my own proceedings, and I

s mill.quote one of them in extenso, merely adding here that this case also is being prepared for

E3 AT ‘gubmission to the Board of Revenue, and I will ask that this Sub-Magistrate too may be deprived

; S : ¥ ; of magisterial authority, and placed in a posi-
P';’g’,’:‘_‘mg' il s sl s et dgatiiy b tion, which I shall indicate, in which he can less
affect the crime of the conntry.
*¢ Judgment in Appeal No. 48 of 1874 against the conviction and sentence by the 3rd-claes
Magistrate of Patfukottai in calendar cass No. 153 of 1874.
£ 3 * -
*“ Date of offence,  23rd September 1873,
Do. of complaint, 24th i o \
Do, of decigion, 26th August 18740
Po. of appeal,  29th September

%
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; Grounds of appeal. =
& - & - e : a ‘
£ ; A g 2 3 Al M R 2T v ? B2 N t RS T g v y
[ #Tiicisn sesa veflacting oresk diserace on all the Government officials concerned. to wit the
g *  fgluq Magistrate, the Police, and the V;llage Accountant, but most especially on the Talug
RER Magistrate. e
L ; « More than eleven months, or in round terms nearly a year, has been occupied in the trial

of & case of theft involving only one Rupee worth of property and ending in one day's simple
jmprisonment and Rupees 2 five, Such grievius delay eannot but bring the law into contempt.

« There has been a delay of five montha by the Police, for which they will be ealled on by

the Talug Magistrate to give an exact account, to be forwarded to the District ’M'agistrate. Bat,

/. ..~ whatever may be their delay, the Taluq Magistrate is mainly to blame for it, for on him lay the

responsibility of seeing that the Police are in his hands an efficient instrument of justice as

_ expressed in the Preamble Act XXIV. of 1850. With this explanation the Taluq Magistrate will

 submit his own explanation in detail for all the delay made and permitted by him from the day on

which he first received the Police Occurrence Report.

s He will explain why that Occurrence Report is not among the records forwarded to this
Court. y

¢t He will also call upon the Curnam for an explanation of h:s three months' delay, and submit

his own explanation for suffering it. '
v This Talug Magistrate will algo render his explsnation of what appear to by itlegulities ia
. @ this cace. The District Magistrato wishes to know why when four men were charged with the
. game offence two were brought before him on warrants and two on summons; whyin a non-
> bailable offence all the prisoners were admitted to bail at a time when witnesses had given the very
evidence on which the appellants have been Wﬂed.
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. denswgllitshould be stated that'we have had the narrowest escapé of my having to use St
S Titerally ; for & gang of old dacoits, who had just returned from transportation to ‘wei? former -

» N
W
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“* As regards the appellants the District Magistrate can place © rfh;nee on & t?aleh;léi:;
such a highly irregular manner, and remarks that, even if they were guilty, the 1@: e unish-
which they have been held under trial is a grievous burden tenfold whrse tlm.l the ttmtt el: e
ment of the petty offence with which they have been charged, to wit the cutting of & i
a neglected avenue, The District Magistrate, therefore, orders their release or the refunc ¢
fine imposed.

“ The Taluq Magistrate’s calendar does not show whether or not the fine Was paid.

3 . 2 PO '“.ie.' b2 4 A -
10. In connection with the subject of inordinate delay in the conduct of mu.gmen!: m(:: gt St
I will quote one more of my own proceedings on appeal, and will add, with reference thereto, % g

k8
it is by such improper delays that corrupt Magistrates create for themselves the opportumt? f‘:: e \ 4 -E
working on the fears of the parties in suspense, and thereby wringing out of them the mafm“:. ST I
attainable with eafety to themselves. Whenever a Magistrate can give no proper “P]wm‘?:“; e
inordinate delays, they become sugpicious. In the case that I am about to quote they are habitaal, -

and eontinued all the same in the face of the warnings of my predecessor. I have only fined ‘tho
man beeause I feared to do more lest Ishould not be supported. Bat now that I am laying
the whole matter before the Board, snd I am consequently in hopes that they will feel .them’eh“
in a position to take a wider view of the necessities of the case with reference to t.h.e crime of the
district, I will plainly state my own opinion, and leave it at their disposal. Even if we p\ﬂf upon
his delays the most charitable construction that can possibly be pat— that of dilstoriness, not wicked-
Dess nor venality—even then we are still driven to the conclusion that a Magistrate "h°. can be
thus unconcorned and dilatory while the district is in a blaze with crime and the suffering and
injury therefrom accruing is not a fit man to help me to battle with that crime. At the very & ’
least I consider that he is not equal to the exigencies of his post and times. Are the EW ; '

Magistracy alone to work “hemselvee to death, and the Native Magistracy to idle with impumt.y! Pl :‘, ‘
He is a Sub-Magistrat> on Rupees 100. I would ask that he be relegated to non-magisterial S s
d“tie.. \ v’

'y ‘ i e R e

avocations, when reapprebended, told tho Superintendent of Police that he had been only just T3
in time, for they had meant, out of fbvenge, intimidation, and bravado, to set the whole district )
on fire simultaneously, and that they were only waiting for the return of one leader to concert k
arrangements when he had anticipated them. He had noted their being time-expired, known kS
they would return to their former means of living, and had recaught them in their very first %
offence. The proceedings that concern the Sub-Magistrate referred to are then as follows :—

** Read reply of Narayanasami Aiyar, Sub-Magistrate of Tanjore*Town, dated 17th Novem-
Procsedinglh dated 15tk Janusry 1875, No. 4. ber 1874, to the District Magistrate's Proceed-
- i ings in Appeal No. 52 of 1874.
. T_hﬁ ?Xp‘mﬂmn 1s rambling and altogether unsatisfactory. The Sub-Magistrate, instead
of adjut’hca.tmg on the case before lim on it merits, made himself subservient to the wish;s Of the
complainant to try the counter-complaints first, He made inordinate delay of 100 daye for

which there is no excuse, and which the records of his office gt i
* h
1,178 days’ delay in 11 cases. ) i s 'helng

** His delays in magisterial cases have been more than once strongly remarked on bj the

Nos. 27, 78, 79, 83, 86. 88, 119, 139, 130, 141 of 1874, lata Dm.r i Nagisiat, By 'h°fn be 1§ Bo
and 361 of 1873, warned in vain. It only remains to punish.

B Fiually, he has decided acase of a riot amongst
wealthy Mirasidars’ tenants directly against the evidence and the lIsw, for it was a cas®'which be

had no power to decide at all. If there were other posts to which it would be convenieat to
degrade him at this juncture, he would be degraded ; as it is, be is fined Rupees 5." " -

g.
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12, T do not think T rfbed quots the recsrds of my predecoggor, for, as Second Member of
the Bcar&, he can personall} convinee the other Membera that certain of the Native L.Iaglstﬂwy
f ' and painstaking as they might be, His characters, which 1 have
had upon my table, petusing and reperuzsing whenever startled by some strange proceet?mgs ('Jf
the lower Courts, show a knowledge of his Magistrates with which my five months' expcne‘nqe. is
quantum valeat in strange accord. His magisterial proceedings and letters and District

the fullest extent to which ordinary prudence dictated that they would be likely to have , the
countenanee of higher authority, and because I have gone just one step further in the same diree-
tion T am immediately called on to explain, and though under the pressure of other circum-
- stances, to wit official visitants, &e., &e., Lorave alitdle timo, T am called on to make no ** furbhfr
T ‘ delay.” I would wish to explain that I have made none that. I eould avoid, and I hope there is
AR inplied no want of confidence, or it would be very discouraging.

13. And why did I go Jjust a step beyond m

- all his efforts had not availed to stem the tide o
. what he was not ; I was in possession of “the G
~ showed the glaring state of Tanjore erime, bu
‘Magistrate, that the Government was alive to i

14, And what is it that I have done? |

¥ predecessor 7 Because experience showed that
f erime. Why ? Because I was in posession of
overnment Order above quoted, whioh not ouly
t, what was of more importanee to the District
t and really anxious to put it down,

bave simply applied the selfsame principle that

o & 18 recognized in the marginally-noted orders,
g& m}s&;sm the very number of which is sufficient to show
e bow the subject has heen insisted on, and the
25tk November 1885,

e e o stringency of which is evidenced by ¢ immediate

Board's Sianding Giroular No. 401, Dalyell's Edition, dismissal " being the punishment for non#—

P A1 Sl ek R A ‘ pburn of property. In congideration of the peca-

 liar position, I have only wﬁgd on the selfsame principle into those partionlars in which I under-
d thet it was | tieally ovaded,

4 in doing % I asked i&hiﬁz.-hiﬁ’i»“@i?; e
omey valties, ¥ie oalli - iheliks from one
ig'h'lawo been

cally evaded. The orders quoted call for a return of immovable

i could have, no need
 the work of miore than half an hour, | :

s AT S Aﬁ,{l what was my object? 1 meant, after thus giving every
. tating the trath with kis oxplanation if any, toshave made,
~ inguiries, and thereon to bave laid before the Board and G

man a fair opportunity of
if I had not been stayed, further

overnment a fow picked and flagrant
 ipstances of men who bid amassed fortunes out of all manner of proportion to their possible

S PR T B R 8 Which. ' elves the fa acknowledge
 savings from legitimate gains—fortunes which they had not themsolvoy ¢ 030 nowled,
ik ;:cwgge tBe’y were quite unexplainable in any honest way—fortunés which should have lefs the

: Government under no doubt but f,@ut they were the proceeds o
e e o compunction about disgensing with their serv ‘
** good-service pension.” et , ; % : '
o .- 16, This I -desired-to do besatss I despsired of bringing each individual Magistrate to
% jﬁgﬁqe by the tedious and uncertain and very uphill process of a eriminal prosecntmx'x for corrup-
ion because such a course cgq}gﬁ_york bug slowly in its resultg on the other Magxatrates, and,
e} ﬁmgh them, on the crime of the country ; and for long ‘weary months or years the people must
s gﬁ;quently be left shill exposed to the combined merey of a corrupt Magistracy and embol(‘lened
~ dacoits. That 1 spesk advisedly, and that the Subordinate Magistracy, as well as the.Yﬂlage‘
ﬁig'm&raey, are on oceasions in actual collasion with the dacoits, is undoubted: T.he %ran},}aa-ngx
Sub-Ma; istrate above referred to i g case in point. I thoﬁght_the stabe of crime in this digtriet,
a8 noticed by the Government itself, might, when taken in connection with the remark.as of tl{e
Judge and the opinion of the District Magistrate, make it sufficiently patent that the inexpli-
= OERE L w,

f ‘the venal abuse of 'aut:bority, and
iceq and disallowing any claim for &

* .
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e Nt U

ol S
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* to leave th

cable gains were ill-gotten, and that the result might be the promp: removal of a few of the worst
Magistrates, which would so strengthen my hands that I might ';°P° to redeem the rest and
begin at once on vigorous measures against crime.

17, % understand, but I do not know, particulars that the like was done once before under

similarly exceptional Circumstances in, another distriot, and that the then Government was pleased
to remove two Tahsildars summarily.

18. While making the

3 8¢ remarks I would not have it thought that I condemn ang suspect
all alike. Far from it i lam thumughl_\' alive to the prineiples inculeated in paragraphe®s, 14, 15
of Board's Proceedings, dated Sth Marel 1864,

No. 1,444, and I venture to think I yield to ey
r those that are honorable and the honor which I pay them. To paﬂ.l.
e that are, in my opinion, henorable would be bighly invidius'; %‘"u
ere-are such, and that I tale the very greatest pains tha®no Honest
my hands even a moment's uneasiness, nay, rather that he should be able
to feel that in his accidental errors, and in the case of cowbinations agaiust him, he can afford to
be fearless, being gure of no half-friend in me.

19. But the elimination of the evil 18 not the o

Magistraey, There is one of them—not oue of those
such an amount of wark to do that k
exacting ;

in the diligent search afte
cularize those in Tanjor
siffice to say I know th
man should ever guffer at

nly thing to be done in my opinion for the
with whom I have found fault above—that
8 caunot do it properly. Of him it is unfair to be too

ut, on the other hand, is it fair to the community
crime, ‘

of work falling upon the

We cannot expect impossibilitics. B
@ Ma.gistracy insufficient to cope with

.20- The excessive weight

; : °F & report of the additiongl number of Police required.
96 are required there ig no donbt, Their nm:'ber wag e

: Y mistakenly cut down some little
i “amnds STOA%. Theic nuaber should, 1 my opinion,
N Do .:..:‘.::..‘......_..:::..,,,:., ::: Bar some Froportion to the population as well
oubcon: i e 8 to the area, for 4 district which s peopled
§;ﬁ;ﬂi§m gg. Bty ga" in parts ag thickly a4 Middlesex requires more
g ey e populati oo & Shinly-peopled ‘aren. The
square niile, and thig congregating of People, togel:f;:l:tilt‘;:ntl:n' s 2ty o lhiog 1.000‘ x
from far, ang they come conveniently by rail; out of such — e dases
22. But into the details of i

Police wants I wi
the Inspector-General of Police in

that, unless

This, however, T wil] fa
ultancously improved, iy jg hopel » 4 will gay,
will or can make any {MPTession on erime. and, on the other h-u\?: f: ro.:xpect that extra Police
are what they should be, i . “at, ifthe N

der the Village Magistrate
and’ in
Police force, and the Village Magistrate being t-hl;.l able l::
: \




4' Mr. Thomas explains that he issued the circular in question being, frm_n a pemul.ol
E iet records and from personal observation, deeply xmpreafed with
valence of erime of 4 kinds in the district ; being persgaded that much of this undue

inefficiency and venality of public servants of all ranks, espe-

iate the magnitude and difficulty of » Thomas’ task, and his

o rife. An officer who
8¢ a8 unsparingly as Mr. Thomss does deserves the

» and may be assured that he will fird

canniot but think, however, theh, in issuing the ciroular in question, Mr. Thomase
P- He says those whose consciences did not accuse them could bave no besita-
but, though the Board are not prepared to admit even so much, they think ﬂn‘l
8 general order of the kind could not fail to induce a state of terror and FUspi-
all, and must ve cansed an amoupt of exciteme
Dubl'iowma‘genemly, '

which maft haye had an infuriom effect upon the progress of business in
the district.u Such an order, too, likely to defeqt
illicit wen)yh are no

t Likely to lnvdfailod
measures for its concealment,

laugh 4 ¢, The

t men might pe embarrassed by the or'der, but knaves could |
Board are of opinion that gl in 'S
8topped,

Proceedings of the District Judge, and
[ ; the condition of the Native Sub-Magistracy and the Police,
jx‘ﬂ:‘?mu:’“m" tinte the phaftion ke has taken "P. He refers in partipular to the cases
Rabare b-Mag of Tean; T (paragraphs 4 aud 5) whom he wishes to degrade to [
23 Of the Sub-Magigtryy, o :

Sub-) ‘ | wbsadilmlnlhebuwdd.

B0, T R 1 1 ¢ :_mmmhmm»mm@mdhu“‘“
30 <06); of the § lxm gistrate of. Pattukoyye; » Who is charged i

o R s M ABOUE 19 by 1 opury, ,"""-i‘:-w-""“""

eprived . Dogisterial aughgpy . aud of the Sub-Magistrate of Tanjore, on whose

mmmtth7shuudmhum

file oleven
all ﬁnodforthil doﬁorftlll..
Wmubications in ghe Y -

Vi Se? ' T
33 Fecommends gy 3 o N:. o form tablect of a saparay report.
Commenty upon the eyj) effects of (3, Tecent gpg g Strength Of the reg
“Blon of calendarg by the i

gl s with M. Thomay' remarks
: In connectign with the €xtensioy ol: 8.::.':1.‘ 'M oy e
Overnmeng have declareq it 0 be thejr intention ¢ .

out Fomers generay, o
e ' LR (A‘m%pymw) ‘x
To the Secretary ¢, Governm ' o
- ent, R"‘l‘. D.pm" illl.tu,, 5
OpY to the Collector “Tlnj d oo
hd! :. w. me"
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