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) Proceedings of the Madras Gov'ernment, I,Y:!evenue Department,
27th May 1875.

3y

[}

Read the following Proceedni"‘lns of the Board of Revenue, dated 13th
May 1875, No. 1,269 :— g

No. 312.

. Read the following letter from A WEDDE RBU"RN Esq., Collector of Coimbatore,
’ to H. E. STOKES, Esq, Acta’ 1g Secretary to the Board of Revenus,

dated 5th Aprl 1875, No. 87: = i

T ax in receipt of the Proceedmgs o '$%e Board of Revenue, dated 24th March
1875, directing arrangements to bt 1nade; Kout the purchase of land for a model
farm at Coimbatore. {

2. I hope the Board will allo\v mef‘ to make the following suggestions to
Government, as a preliminary step »150 c0'mmencing public expenditure, with the
view of demonstrating to the Indian culti’, itor the superiority of Englsh method.
< 8. Coumbatoro has been the site *} experimental cotton farms’ superin-
tendod by American planters. It 1s now - Jurty years ago, but I recollect passing
through the district when such farms %gere mstituted, and I have further
impressed on my memory a statemont of (ypq of the American planters, that after
all his experiments, he had found the losa] plant and cultivation best suited to
the climate. . .

4. Tam very anxious that a model ff’»l'm set up 1n this district should not, as
former experiments have proved, be a sour ¢ of expense and wonder to the Yyot,’
and of no corresponding or commensurate " “advantage; and with* this view, would
earnestly recommend that before beginming, to teach the ryot, the model farmer
should commence by a study of the nativ “methods of cultivatior. A favorable
opunon has been expreased of the wheat' wvq( raggy crops grown under wells, .
which are the mainstay of agriculture in tfns district; excellent crops of maize,
tobacco, sugar-cane, chillies, &e., are also cul tivated, while some of the rice here
1s celebrated. a

5. The experience of native 10“7'-001111131"y cultivation by the Superintendent
of Government Farms is, I beheve,/ Chwﬂ.Y‘“ hmited to the neighbourhood of
Sydapet, where sour, undrawned and unmanured soil produces a poor description
of rico crop: thence has emanated u general ropinion that the soil everywhere,
which for thousands of years has been cultizated, 13 now exhausted without
considering the hmted sphere of such observatxon and the special poverty of the
cultivators of the lands so described. § _ w

6. A residence of twelve years 1n Oudda} ah has made me acquamted thh
a species of garden cultivation that iwould scarmely be surpassed. I have seen
n Tinnevelly rice-lands mva,luable, on which|tons of manure are bestowed ;
1 other districts, 1_have seen the greafm* earh of manure as an applcation -to -

the soil. [ ’ ‘
7. Surely, under such condltlons tour over districts to learn the native

methods would be only a wise and prudenf, course, before rushimg mto expense
under the impression that our example wll be followed.

8. One of our chief ryots here, of whom I 1nqu1red about transferring s
land for a model farm, and who had furnis shed thé 'same for former cotton experi-
raent, kad no objection whatever to let the land; but when I broached the subject
of his following our example, he protested ‘that ha would never do so, and as he
grows valuable crops, his statement is not vathout Si)me value.
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9. I would have made this sugges twn about tours to acquire information
;eaardma native agricylture 1n richer drr m icts than Chmwlcput at an carher date,
but was under the i impression that the1 model farm was, for the present, post-
poned. i‘ . e .

10 Since I see 1t suddenly revxvedf’ I thmk it right to record my -vicws that
an extensivo mvestigation of native agrix Iture over districts should precede tho
establishment of a model farm ., To ex; -i&'"xte . g Oung man, however versed in
European agriculture, among ryots whiose gﬂn“ua"u he may bo unporfectly
acquainted with, and whose agriculture @ may not have had an opportunity to
study, seems 1o me to savour of haste, as W{qs the original scheme to construct expen-
sive blocks of farm steadxngs not requi %d on uaste land, with exceptional advan-

tages (with means of u'moatxon near a Iti, iy, and a town, §c.) which could nover,
in the nature of things, have existed.  «»

11. I would, therefore, recommend} to Government, a3 a f)revcntxve against
future failure, that the preliminary task off the Superintendent of Government Farms
and lus Assistants should be in district tciurs, and in the compilation of agncultural
statistics and methods, with especial lgelation to the chmates and soils which
vary so much  The dflay in the estamélshmcnt of tho model farm will thus be
compensated by a larger acquaintance weith the subject, and by a better hope of a
beneficial result )

*

—————
———

SuBMITTED to Government with ref'ma@ml‘Q t0 G O, 17th March 1815 No. 437.
2. The Board fully concur ywith the! Collector in considering the study of the
best modes of native agriculture by ate :upcrmtondent and his Assistants of the

-

- highest 1mportance, and Mr. Schiffmayer should take advantage of the opportumty

. now afforded him for examining caref, UH_Y thO system prevailing in the neighbour-
hood of Coimbatore, and report the riesult. {Tho establishment of the farm having )
been ordered by Government, no t;me should be lost m giving effect to their

_nstructions, SN \
(A true ﬁt)pyjand lktmct)
i (S "nod) C. A. GALTON,
ot ‘}’ L Acting Sub-Sccretary. )
No. 313. : Orprr THERZGY, 2?*h\I y 1876, No 826 .
Ascellancons ILI Tue Government agree with the
L Bodrd and the Collector, and approve
-4~y +~Ahe finstructions 1ssued by the Board.
(True Extmc ) ‘
\ (ngned) D F. CARMICHAEL,
. ‘ Officiating Chief Secrelary. -
To the Board of Reveaus, Y
» ‘ s .
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land for'a model farm, and w
ment, had no objection whatevx, ¥o lot the land; but when I broached the subject -

of lus following our example, hligrotested that he would never do so, and as he *
grgws valuable crops, his stater

. ———

2

1875, directing arrangements to be made about the
'farm at Coimbatare,

- Government, as a prelimina;
view of demonstrating toJthe Indian cultivator the gu

tended: by American planters.
- through the district_ when such farms +were institutod,
impressed on my memory a statement of one of thé Amerie
all lis experiments, he had found t
the climate. '

- 4. T am very anxious that a model farm get upa in this district should not, as
former experiments have proved, be a source of expense and wonder to the ryot.

“. and of no corresponding or commensurate advantage; and with this view, 1
, earnestly recommend that before beginning to teach thé”ryc;t, the model farmer
should commence by a study of the native methods of cultivation. A favorable
-opmmon has been jexpressed of the wheat and raggy crops grown

which are the mamstay of agriciiture mn this district; ©xcellent cro
..tobacco, sugar-cane

. t
a species of garden cultivation th,at would scarcely b¢ surpassed.- I have seen
in Tinnevelly rice-lands mvaluable, on which tons of manure are bestowed ;

. in other districts, I have seen thfe greatest
the soil. s o ) N & . .

,__meathods would be_only a wise and_pradent cogﬁ'se, before rus.:hing,into expense
under the mmpression that ouw,

P - -

g "= No. 1,289, ~ 7 . ‘ :
, * ~PROCEEDINGS OF TEE BoaRD or Revnug, dated 13th May-1875.

Reed tho following letter from A WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of Coumbatore,

 toH. E. STOKES, Esq, Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated 5th Apnl 1875, No, 87 ;—

Iaxm reeeipt of the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 24th M.n:ch
purchase of land for a model-

L)

2. I hope-the- Board will allow me to make the follow

g suggestions to
'y step—tc commeneing public expenditure, with the

. } periority of Enghsh method.
. 3. Coimbatore has been the mite of experimental cotton farms supermn.
It is now thirty years ago, but I recollect passing
and I have further
an planters, that after
ke local plant and cultivation best suted to

-

would

under” wells,
. g ps of maize,
,’gixlhes, &c , ure- also cultivated, while some of- the ricé here--

[

chrate .\
-

® N ThoteXpertenco of nati N . L .
xp co of native low-country cultivation by the Superintendent

of Government Farms 13, T believe, chiefly himited to the neighbourhood of
Sydapet, where sour, undrained and unmanured soil produces a poor description
of rico crop: thence has emanated a general opinion that the soil everywhere,
which. for thousands of years has been cultivated
considering the limited sphere of such observation and 'the s

.- cultivators of the lands so described.

, 18 now exhausted without
pecial poverty of the -,

[
4

.

6. A residence of twelve years in Cuddapah has made me acquainted with *

3

care of manurce as an application to

o

7. Surely, under such conditions a tour over. distridtstto learn the native

mple will be followed.’ Ce e ’

8. One of our chief ryot . erc, of whom I wquired about transferring hig
ad furmshed the same for former cotton experi. -

ot 13 not without some value. <

~ ‘ - .
. 3.~ 9. I would have made th: ‘giggestion about tours to,acquire information -

regarding native agriculturs in
but was.under the impression
poned. ' '

hor districts than Chiﬁglep{ft at an earher date,” '
at tho,model farm was, for the present, post-
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10. Since I see it suddenly revived, T think it right to record my views that
an extenstve investigation of native agricultnre aver districts should precede the
" ostablishment of a model farm. To expatriate a young man, however verseixn
‘B uropean agriculture, among ryots whose language he may be imperfectly
-acquainted ‘with, and whose agriculture he may not have had an opportunity to
study, seems to me to savour of haste, a3 was the original scheme to construet expen-
‘s1ve blocks of farm steadings, not required, on waste land, with exceptional advan-
tages (with means of 1rr1gat10n, near a Raslway, and a toun, §¢.) which could never,
in the nature of things, have oxisted. .
BN WOUld therefore, recommend 1to Government, as a preventive against
“future failure, that the prehmmary task o of the Supermtcndcnt of Government I‘arms
and his Assistants should be in district tours, and in the compilation of agricultural
statistics and methods, with especial relation to the chimates and soils which ° .
vary so much. The delay in the establhishment of tho model farm will thus be
‘compensated by a larger acquaintance with the subject, and by a better hope of a

"
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%3 beneficial result. ‘ .
3 ¢ . ! r
ER | ——
3 . SueyrrTED to Government with reference to G. 0., 17th March]1875, No. 437.
4 "2, The Board fully concur with the Collector in considering the study of the
.best modes of native agriculture by the ,Superintendent and lus Assistants of the
3 fhwheat importance, and. Mr. Shlﬁ'mayer should take advantage of the opportunity
. {’ “now afforded him for examining carefully the system prevalhng m the neighbour-
T hood of Coimbatore, and report the result, The establishment of the farm having
. _been ordered by Government, no time should- be lost 1n giving effect to their
*. o instructions. a _
) N - " (A true Copyand Extract.) M“ -
s
N . o j b/~
iw . - Acting Sub-Secretary.
5;’; }Q To the Officiating Clnef Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. .
?%. 3 - Collector of Coimbatore, * ,
NS Copy to the Superintendent, Government, Farms,
35 Exd, W, H, French, ~ !
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