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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' ’ 26th May 1875,

.',_.o—"'*

No. 304. Read—

Proceedings of the Madms Government, Revenue Department, dated 17th October 1874,
No. 1,340. '

Pt;ooeodings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, dated 26th February 1875,
No. 813. £

:,Pmeeedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, dated 23rd March 'f875, No. 463.
| Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, dated 24th March 1875, No. 476.

Ix the first Government Order above read, Government refer to the Board a memorandum
from the Inspector of Forests on the subject of ' control and audit of forest accounts and
. expenditure, and express the opinion that the Inspector should have a recognized position under
' the Board, under which all accounts and proposals for expenditure of a character which may be
ealled working charges should pass through his hands; and in ‘the second Government Order,
Government state that a further approach to the Bombay Rules may be advantageously attempted,
and they desire the Board to prepare a set of draft rules for the purpose.

9. The memorandum which accompanies the Inspector’s letter purports to eontain his views
on the subject of the first Government Order, but in reality deals with the whole question. He
would transfer himself and his office to the Board, and thereby acquire a recognized position as
the representative of the Board, dealing with all important matters, submitting his opinion, except
on professional points, for the approval and orders of the Board ; and auditing and controlling
the expenditure. He suggests that the Office Assistant, who hgs much practical experience, should
take his place with the Board during his absence and dispose of routine work under the orders of

‘the. Secretary. These arrangements,would, he thinks, place “ the Head of the Department

en }apport' with his officers ;” and he sees no alterative but that the Ihspector should have nothing

‘to do with the administration’or expenditure, with the result that he must sooner or later cease
to interest himself in either. |

3. 'Phis danger must have Been contemplated by Government when they assigned to
‘him his present position as an Inspector merely, and as the professional adviser of the Revenue

Officers in forest matters, but in no sense as the Head of a Department. It is easy to see that
E P )

Captain Walker's  professional poin s” would embrace the whole administration, and that his

‘proposal would practically place the, Collector-Conservators entirely under his orders; would
reconstitute the separate and special départment and intensify the evils which the present system
—reverting to the original constitution—was intended to rectify ; and would entirely subvert the
ion of the Forest as a subordinate part of the Revenue administration. This amalga-
mation the Board regard as ﬁlxe great merit of the present system, and as essentially required in
the interests of the peopleas well as suited to the circumstances of the Presidency. The Board
are not prepared to delegate their powers unreservedly to the Inspector, as Captain Walker
proposes. They, however, desire to mrd their cordial a_.aknowledgments of the assistance which
they have received from Captain Walker, in correspondence regarding forest matters and in the
mmmﬁ the budgets and reports ; and the‘ zealous interest which he takes in the forest
.‘ ad‘l n ini .on. ) :
4. The Bou!i are entirely averse to any changes in the present system which would impair
the position of the Cellector-Conservators as in the fullest sense heads of, and responsible for, the
forest administration of their districts, or would tend to resuscitate the separate department. The

 district forest officers must occupy the position of Forest Assistants, and must look to the Collec-

tors for orders in everything. At the same time, it must be admitted that there is now a want of
system and eohereI:we in the administration, and of central control more under the divection of
special knowledge than is now the case.

5. The Board think these objects can best be secured by making the Inmspector entirely
subordinate to the Board of Revenue; in fact by placing him towards them in the same position as

==t
















e















Pr ' : = - o inainta Y sl . - N = e i
e oqqe(hngs of the Badras Govenment, Revenue Department, dated 26th February

7 ,Procgedings;df the Board of Revenue dated 29

» i ; EYat iy
AW .

synonymons with control ; but in their Proceedings of 25th October 1872, No. 1,483, the Board
have stated what they can and what they cannot do in the shape of eontr’ol. W’ith ,tine respect’
I doubt their being able to do even so much as they promi.sed, and can I think instanch eases in
shich new works Aave been undertak‘en' without their sanction, but this is ;m't the point. What
I.do doubt is the Collector-Conservators being either able or willing to take the placgoof 'a rofes-
l'nonal forest, officer in the manner laid down by the Board in paragraph 2 of the Proceidin 8
just ‘.quoted. Collectors can have neither the time nor knowledge requisite, and T am eonvincfd
that in most cases they do not even attempt it, leaving it entively in the hands'of the district
forest officers, whom we should, therefore, hold responsible to an officer of their own department
comp;ten';h to check expendifure, and sanction or disallow estimates. ‘ 3
+ - The question is ; how is this to be done under the present organization ? :

b.y transfemng the'_Inspector or Conservator-Genoral wi{}: hisn(:i’;i),zz H::Zg::m]l}c:urldw:rﬁd eﬁmﬁtt lf
ting him their representative in forest matters, This would obviate all di(ﬁ Ity o e ek :
“ recognized position,” which is very’ n icati Sy ol :

‘ : ¥. necessary. - All communications relating to forest matters
would be transferred to his branch of the Board's Office, where the Assistant who has had much

2 practical experience wonld deal with routine .ork in th
TG st P e absence of the He
acting in accordance with his general instructions and submittin @ Hiond ol e DDow

g drafts to the Secretary or Sub-

Ses‘reta.ryfor'npprova.]. The Inspector would deal withall important matters submitting his

~opinion, except on purely professional points, for the approval and orders of the Board. In this

:lxlanner the .twoounts .would puss‘thmugh his office and the andit still rest with the Board who.

di:“’“gh t]h:?;r professjwqal !.L(IVLSBI‘, would be in a position really to control and check forest expen-'

of hu;':‘dut. o~ not :hhmk this conrse would hamper the Inspector with regard to the inspection part
55 xe; jont e contrary he would be much freer than he is now, and would have a competent

;&maa ; an t&: tx:g under the ordqrs of the Secretary todisposs of routine work in his absenoze It

g mis ,ék au_pppse th_ﬂt a large office hampers an inspecting officer ; it is, 1 submit, a ;mnll
overworlked office which does g and ties him to his desk Tha oﬂioe’ would be divided into

esk. _ ‘ n
t?:e latter to include a small and well-organized travelling -
 or on tour. The offive would

RPN

The plan also recommends itself on the ground of economy, ia:,nt?nlees it be adopted, the Inspec-

tor’s Office must be very considerably strengthened. as the Board have
the account branch now with the Board cannot well be reduced.

.6. I think some such scheme is the only one which will ensurs anythi ing
e ng approas
fzj;i :;;;t?; ;:da;i the ms;nt orjga.mzatx.on, aufl place the professional hea}(’lﬂ:f fhe depal‘tmwhmg"' l
kot tw tho c.ersl,i::llt out mterfering with the Collecior’s position. At present, I can
b imitm“me.re 18 : Me real control and doubtless much wastefal expandifure. 1 have
e m my Memorandum of 17th September, and could adduce many others.
: ese proposals do not recommend themselves to the Board and Government, I see |

no alternative, under the present organization, than that the {uspector should have nothing

whatever to do with the administration or expenditure of the department, in which ease he must

sooner or later cease to interest himself in either i

. ; | ther in a greater or loss degree, and be to

give advice to amateur foresters which they might often resent and dmff‘.:;d 5
(Signed)  C. WALKER, Captain,

Officiating Inspector of Forests. *"/
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" the basis of those recorded in paragraph 10 of the

" will be at liberty to bring forward the claims of. those em€loyed under them

”“‘3\~4‘\ﬁws of the in?pectof’;"are discussed in The . i1k

Orvoer THEREON, 26th February 1875, No. 313.

Forests, No. 29. Tarse papers refer chiefly to the
difficulties which have been met with in

. the working of the new forest organiza-

tion, as described in G. 0., 24th January 1872, No. 148.

9. His Excellency the Governor in Cougeil considers that sufficient grounds
exist for a partial modification of that sys: = @« cuat, as far as they go, the
suggestions in paragraph 10 of the Board’s Proceedings, dated 13th April 1874,
No. 830, are in the right direction.

3. It appears;, however, to His Excellency in Council that a further approach
to the Bombay Rules may be advantageously attempted, and he desires that the
Board will, in communication with the Inspector, prepare a set of draft rules on

ﬁesolution of the Government
of Bombay, dated 6th August 1870, No. 3,757, but with such variations as the
experience already acquired may suggest as desirable, in order that the responsi-
pility of forest administration may be fairly apportioned between the Boar and
Collectors on the one hand and the Inspector of Forests on the other. It must be
remembered that the latter officer will often be out of the way on tours of inspec-
tion, and no arrangement will be suitable which will tend to overwhelm him with
details more easily managed by a local or central authority. ,

4. Inregard to patronage in the subordinate branches, the Governor in
Council thinks this should be with the Board, promotions being made, as a rule,
from classto class. All Foresters should be borne on one general list, first appoint-
fments to lower grades remaining with Conservators. Thereafter Conservators

whenever they see fit to do so; but as they cannot be equally cognizant of the
¢laims and qualiﬁcations of those employed in .other Cilstricts, 1t is necessary that
the ultimate selection should vest in the Board aided by the advice of the Inspector.

. iollowing paragraphs of the
Board's Proceedings, dated 13th April 1874, No. 830. As the general ?uestlon is
_ under consideration with' reference to

Bona fide oultivators may get free permits  other Proceedings, dated Tth September
and out free of seigniorage from unreserved 3874 No, 2 520, the Governor in Council

jungles within their vxllage limits, if there Wlll only remark here that, on recon-

:’; ‘(”J‘ﬂ o:mmahm’ x?f!::txﬁmie p,(fé’;g";‘f“’ihg sideration, hesconcurs with the Board

o s own lands, and wnreserved trees in the view which they have taken in
:ﬁl mm refjuired for agricultural pur- paragraph 14 in regard to G. O, 5th
poses, such 8s (f;loughs, sheds, fencing, &o., December 1873, No. 1,357. He is
or for huts and houses, but they PWE‘?* averse to the adoption of the system
soll such firewood or timber outside thewr . . csed in paragraph 15, the proposed

village limits. . cnele Tegister excepted, and cannot consent to
¥ t'l:f in :1}1: Eﬁit: %‘?ﬁf; tvi?;;?,eg:d CoJlleoEor thg further rel;triction suggested in para-

xayu:ssigu a tract outside the limits where graph 16.

folling on free permits will be allowed, and g The revision adverted to in

tho villagers will not be suffered 10 - w§ paragraph 17 must ultimately take place

where else without paymgt'selgmorage and ) ether a law is passed or not. In the
n“’m‘l‘,{” 1 &*&%mﬁm to give free mean time, the rule proposed in para-

pmo its. will keep o register showing . graphs 19—22 an marginally mo ified
B iate of each permit, the man to whom it nay be substituted for No. 10 of those
is granted, and the amount of timber which printed in G. 0., 20th May 1863, and
it allows him to fell D metioned in G. O., 22nd June 1863,

Gut fuel or timber not covered by a pemmit 0 %\ g9 1y must be worked so as
5 i ra ermit 0. 1, . 2 5. a8 .
(e}]t]hgre m E: be tszfzid“ﬁmooﬁﬁém & not to interfere with prescriptive rights,

it is found in the jungle or in transit from it. 7. No report upon the working of
B

gy .




Y tha mteresh of the people as well as suited to the
mmt ‘prepared to delegate their powers un

the Permanent Advance Fund has been received from the- Accountant-General,
whose attention will now be drawn to G. O., 10th January 1873, No. 28. It should
be expedited. : , .

' (True Extract.) &

(Signed)  C. G. MASTER,
“Acting Secretary to Government.
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£ o 'Pgooe_edingn of the Madras Governmet;t, Revenue Department, dated 23rd March 1875, No. 463.

Apstracr.—Inspector- General of Forests—Communicating to the Board of ﬁevenue and
Tnspector of Fo;eeta Resolution of the Government of India issuing orders regulating the corres-
pondegco of the = with Governments and Administrations and with their Conservators.

-

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, dated 24th March 1875, No. 47 6.

Ansrract.— Timber.—Approving the proposal to grant free passes for — to distressed persons
other than bona fide ryots, and authorizing the addition proposed to the rule passed in G. O.

. 26th February 1875, No. 313, on this subject. ,/

<\~
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Tx the first Government Order above read, Governmen; refer to the Board a mémomndum
from tl.le Inspector of Forests on the subject of control and audit of forest accounts and
gxpend:hn:e, and express the opinion that the Inspector should have a recognized position under
the Board, under which all accounts and proposals for expenditure of a cl o ::O}n oh may. be

™

called working charges should fass through his hands; and i ‘
Government state that a further aygromhtotha,}?,é A0 et b Oirument Drder,

::) :lh; ;E:::r ﬁ; 1?::1 gg:?;:ﬁ Ct);der, but in reality '&ealsvw;i{}l the whole question. 1{:
the repms?ntative .of the Board, dealing w?t}?:la;d i&;ﬁiﬁ:ﬁibﬁ:ﬁgﬁfog&m&' Pomion o
:zepgpimdg;;le pox;{t& for the approval and orders of the Board ; and audilgng sa(;%mlozigl;e: ;
t&};xpe:ﬂ . % 1-;1 :ugf:rs: (;ha‘t th;i(;fﬁce Assistaut, who has much practical experience, ahoulcgl
the Seorets y. These arran .eulrji pre d e e iR G
en rappﬂﬂ with his officers ;” e d hn Bl % ?hmks, place the Head of the Department

i and he sees no alternative but that the Inspector showud have nothing

to do with the administration or expenditure
S pendit i
{6 infarest himsolf in either. P » With the result that he must soomer or later cease

3. This . . .
him his Pl‘esenim;i::ﬁ;m hus boen somtamplated by Govesginest whem Wiy Misigned to
Dot ik sl bast (_m' nspecfo:- merely, and as the professional adviser of the Revenue
Coptain Walker's 8, but in no sense as the Head of & Department. . It is eacy to see that

8 * professional points” would embrace the whole administration, and that his

| f::op:::l tuv{rj:ntlhde semcﬁeally place .the Collector-Conservators entirely under his orders; would
= : parate and special department and intensify the evils which the preueni; nysw:n

—reverting to the original constitition—was intend i

| rtmg. A intended to rectify ; and i

e ' ¥ ; and would entirely subvert th

_mmog of the Forest :].s1 a subordinate part of the Revent administration. 3rl‘lsaiu :x‘ial z:
he Board regard as the great merit of the present system, and as essentially requiredgin

circumstances of the Presidency. The Board

reservedly to the Inspector, as Captain Walker

Proposes. my, however, desire to record their cordial acknowledgments of the assistance which
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they have received from Captain Walker, in correspondence regarding forest matters and in the
prgparation of the budgets and reports ; and the zealous interest which he takes in the forest
administration. : st
4, The Board are entirely averse to any changes in the present system which would impair
the position of the Collector-Conservators as in the fullest sense heads of, and responsible for, the
forest administration of their districts, or would tend to resuscitate the separate department. The

o

r

_ district forest officers must occupy the position of Forest Assistants, and must look to the Collee-

tors for orders in everything. At the same time, it must be admitted that there is now a want of
system and coherence in the administration, and of central control more under the divection of
special knowledge than is now the case. Yo
5. The Board think these objects can best be secured by making the TInspector entirely
subordinate to the Board of Revenue; in fact by placing him towards them in the same position es
the local officer now is towards the Collector-Conservator. The Central Forest Office would form,
as at present, part of the Board’s Office, a small portion of it being organized fo accompany the
Tospector on tour. He would be brought into close communication with the Board and would
have complete liberty of submitting to them his views on every question in the shape of office
mmemoranda or notes.  His direct correspondence with Government would cease; but of course
on important questions his memoranda would be recorded in full in the Proceedings of the Board,
as those of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation now are in those of Government. All orders,
however, purporting to be those of the Board should be issued as at present under the signature
of the Board’s Secretary. His tours should be arranged under the instructions of the Board ;
and at the olose of a tour in each district he should submit a report, rather in the informal shape
of a diary than in that of an official letter. This should pass through the Collector who would

send it to the Board with such remarks as might seem necessary. The Board should have dis- -

cretion as to transmitting these reports to Government. The objecy of his tours should be advice

and inspecti_on, and the Collectors would have orders to place their Forest Assistants at his disposal _

during his presence in the distriet. In short, his position towards the Board and the Collectors
~wnld be somewhot similar to that assigned to the Inspeetor-General of Forests towards the

- Y 1"

March 1876 No. 463. Yo e

6. Under this gystem it appears to the Board that the Inspector might, without danger to
the independence of the Collectors’ administration, be entrusted with power tof i_ta_etj_e,instruetions
on purely professional matters of his own motion, provided that such instructions pass through
the Collectors of districts who should have the option of transmitting them for guidance to the’
Jocal forest officers, or of referring them again to the Inspector, and in case of continued difference
of opinion secking the orders of the Board. He should not be allowed to send any orders whatever
direct to the forest officers in districts, though when on tour he might give them instructions on
the spot, noting the fact in his diary of the tour, and when immediate action is involved sending to
the Collector at once intimation of the orders issued. In this way, the Collector would be enabled
to stay action which he might object to. When in the distriet, the Inspector eould make genaral
urangements with the CoBectors as to plans of operations and general working; when at Ootaca-
mund or on tour, he would be kept informed, as at present, by means of the monthly progress

reports of what was going on in each district ; and when at Madras, he would be in intimate
] orr 5 - e

srsonal communication with the Board.

~ 7. 1t would be difficult, but it will be unnecessary, under the Board’s proposal, to define
7 ~":_m m : MhLJ nicety what are purely professional matters. Roughly, they may be stated to be the

on of working and felling, and measures of protection in forests once constituted, so as
ut permanent injury; the preparation of timber for the market and the formation of
The Board believe that most of the

to preve
depot; , | iliieers Gy,
Collectors will most gladly avail themselves of the help and adme*of‘ the ‘Inspector in such
matters. For the collection and dissemination of scientific and professional knowledge, as for

. stance information regarding the rate of growth of different trees under different treatment,

and the care and management, of plantations.

-




identification of botanical species, collection of seeds and the like, the Inspector might be allowed
to correspond direct with the district forest officers,

8. The Board are of opinion that the financial control of the department, aliotment and
transfer of funds, and supervision of expenditure must remain as at present with them. A
plan of operations should be sent up by each Collector with his budget; and these would be
examined by the Inspector, who should arrange to be in Madras when the general budget is
being drawn up, in communication with the Board. It isa somewhat difficult matter to arrange

for the professional knowledge of the Inspector being fully at the Board’s disposal for the

examination and check of bills and aceounts of working charges. It would be impossible that this

audit and check oould be carried out by the Inspector when moving about on tour. At present,
he is absent from Madras about ten months in the year. When he is in Madras, he will pf course
supervise the audit in the Board’s Office, and see that it is conducted on proper principles. In
his absence the Board fear that they must rely upon the “practical experience” of their forest

Assistant. It is no doubt advisable that the authority checking the bills should be possessed of

professional knowledge, but such differences
a8 are mnoticed by Captain Walker as to

: : d by any check of monthly bills, It is not
olear to what particular period or to what particular plantations Captain Walker refers

G. 0., dated 7th October 1874, No. 1,840,

plantetion expenditure could not be diﬁcd'{'ere

e

A5 f ___ since the fignres noted in the margin,

(vout st) iy *.'.: "\ e yhich are taken from the Administra-
s \1*3:;» trovs. | “Acres. =137t§»74 tion Report, do not support his state-
it L G | ment; but it is sufficient to observe that

.
v

Jis, P iF | s, hali-yearly reports of plantations are

S \ et LR B 2 gent by Collectors through the Inspector

Do. 1870 | 191,247 I* 260 | 6,479

who h : :
Do 1572.‘ S0 110 i a8 thus an opportunity of point-

orth Arcot,! Do. i %379{ 7000|150 g54 - 10g out to the Board any extravagant
Do, ol 187U 44e000 45 53 :
Do. ‘l ig%" 5,000 2| i expenditure. The Board doubt whether
Q. W AB/0 | ... ]
Sonth._Aroot_do Bl 160 | 238 even as regards other working charges

P TS e T

Casuurine,, Pa d Valmmi |- 1873 g T T

asuurine, Parasu an mj 7 I e l 72 r:nlly effiient check by means of audit
== of monthly bills. '

9. As regm:ds, '(,he budget having been exceeded in Madura, the Board observe that it was
exceeded under dircumsanoes over which the Collector had no control.” In 1873-74. the b
3 ; ; ; : %, udget
estxmaie submitted ‘ by tl;tb Collector was Rupees 14,500. It was reduced by the Board to
Rupees 12,000, and it wad further reduced on the réceipt of the orders of G‘overﬁment of Indis

% to Rupees 7,000. -The lastj:reduction was communicated to the Collectorin Qe¢tober 1874, and

T l'ahortly afterwards it was reported that the budget finally sanctioned hmi been alfeady; exé;éded
, ?‘ +in t{ntioipation of sa.nctiou}t}f the amount provided by the Board. The Board fheﬁ dllotted s

¢ further sum from savings; ' In 1874-75, the budget was not.exceeded without an applicgtion

. to and permission of the Bosrd—vide Board’s Proceedings, 11th Sepiembe‘rﬂ,l‘éﬂ, No. 2,676. . As

far as the Board can see, thégef'is nothing in the present system of §ecaunts whick is caloalated to
make the expenditure extravagant, but it is needless 4o dwell ‘on the subj;t further.sa a reviged
Account Code is shortly to introduced, vide G. O., dated 18th August: 1874, No. 1,035,
The Board will merely obserye that no change in the system of audit has taken place tnnoe, ‘the
work was transferred to thefls The best check on "whsteful expenditure must be scrutiny of

estimates and plans of operdtions, the local supervision' of the Collectors, and the tours of the,
Inspector of Forests. : ] T

10. It T.em;@!lﬁ for the-Board to note the instructions of Government in paragm‘ph 4 of the
G. 0, 26th Februgry 18%5, No, 313.  All the subordinate establishments should be broughi:. on &

g:.neml list, and this can be done in connection with the general revision now under consider-
ation. \ ; -
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11. The Board have embodied the above suggestions in the draft rales herewith suwbmitted.

ve made them as concise as possible.

Thﬂ)'ll; The attention of CoMectors is called to the rule ganctioned in paragraph 6 of the
Government Order to be substituted for No. 10 of those sanctioned in G 0., 22nd J une 1863,
No. 1,099. Under G. O, 24th March 1875, No. 476, the words * or in(hgent:, non-cultivators at
the discretion of the Collector” are to be added after « bona fide eultivators” in the first clause.

13. In continuation of their Proceedings, 7th September 1874, No. 2,520, the .Board would
submit to Government that the most satisfactory solution of the free felling qu.estmn would be
to set apart tracts for the use of villagers and to allow them to cut wood therein for fuel and

agricultural purposes as they please, subject to the condition that they shall rafrain from firing the =

grass, and shall not go beyond the limits fixed. Arangements of this kind might be made in some

WL, i R gt N SORE 3 places ; and appear fo be the recognized system
";s:- Brauflnfu??go Qﬁinﬁfﬂ&"xﬁi’iﬁ G vdeinh . I Bombay ( Vide quotation in the ma.rg'm)'. I'f
3";35 ﬁ?‘;ﬁggﬁ: 'ﬁfiﬁsﬁi'if,“ﬁ‘i; ol t‘,‘,‘i more forest than the villagers need remains, it
common sort of trees and scrub growing in the rest of ight be constituted a Government reserve
:::}:ﬁrizd&ﬁ:i: gl‘:‘cﬁesl igﬁéfl:::ic t;“g‘;%;,;‘;‘;‘,e;‘;?%“ divided from the communal forest by a path
SR o Nonvst, g 10 A0 to be patrolled by village watchmen. No
interference should be allowed in theffommunal forest so long as the villagers confine themselves
to it and refrain from firing the grass s
14. Under this systom the ryots ave free from the woiTy of licenses, &o., and from annoy-
anco by forest peons; the forest officer is relieved of mueh office-work, and instead of many
miles of hill foot, has to look after and guard a oomparatively ‘small compact tract ; and the fo-rest
peons and tannahs being relegated to- the depths of the forests, to tracts best worth conserving,
and being assisted by village watchmen; can be reduged in number. :
15. The Board are informed by their Acting Third Member (Mr. Puckle) that whero this

system has been tried on a small scalgin Tinnevelly, it has given the greatest satisfaction. The

. ryots are quite contented, and do not abuse the privileges granted to them. Tracts of very> ==

_serub vrotected in this way produce mar~hun-ed saplings of valuable trees ner acre, 1n
.ot 88 regards promotions and grading. It wili.. .. “etthe revision of est?hhshments what
appointments shall be brought o the general graded list. First app@Ments in such cases will
be made by Collectors, who will be at liberty to bring the claims of their subordinates to promo-
tion to the notice of the Board. , -~
i H. E. STOKES,
Acting Secretary.

(Signed)
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