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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
12¢th March 1875.

5. A very little consideration will serve to show that the procedure followed

_ up to 4th March 1874 left open a wide door for dishonesty, because the issue of
processes after the receipt of the Batta Memoranda, or which, except in rare cases,
‘no order of the Judge is required is @ mere matter of routine, and the departmental
elerk, if he wished to be dishonest, (as in this case) had only to omit showing the
; memmada. to the Judge, and at the same time to omit obliterating the stamps, to
_prepare the processes in due course, and issue them, and then the unobliterated stamps

. were in his hanids te do any thing he chose with. them without any one being a bit
the wiser.

. 6. The change in the procedure made on the 4th March though still defective
in certain respects was beneficial in this way that, except with the collusion of the
receiving clerk, the same thing could not happen ; and the Subordinate Judge points
to the facts disclosed by the above figures, that whereas in Fibruary sixty-five
memoranda in the Small Cause Department seem to have been abstracted, the
number in. Mareh was only eight, in June nine, and in July and in August only
three; and tﬁ:a defaleations ceased as soon as the departmental clerk concerned was,
for reasons: mentioned, made to do other duty. The Subordinate Judge thinks
that the memoranda missing, subsequently to 4th Mareh 1874, were abstracted
r{\erfly to give color to the previous frauds, but it is obvious that unless the receiv-
mg‘cle;k (againgt whom there is no suspicion) was very strict in the performance
of the duty of punching out the heads of the stamps

elerk might safely be trusted to take advantage of a ,
. 7. Having explained how the door for defaleati
only are required to fix the guilt in this case,
Menon) it seems had charge of the Baita Memor

i b ey e e
have had to do with the one maissino' mel:m‘O i dnt.y : IIo.m iR

g randum received prior to December

» 21 c;ls ;f,‘eer,,?é’ﬁﬁﬁi"" of ;he Coiint }:o endorse 1873, for the endorsement on the process
: eon eagh process bofore it is 3 o - \

made over to the Nazit’s Department. et 3“‘0.”’ s tifying® the receipt of the batta,

18 in his bandwriting, There is also

his having disposed of two Court fees

the dishoiest departmental
ny lapse he made in this duty.
ons was left open, a few remarks
The 8th Gumastah (P. Govinda
anda in the Small Cause Depart-

direct and evidently reliable evidence of
?rtxz?;p: V'Vol;th fRUpees L T L, respectively ; and, finally, on the 10th
| ant, just after these ‘frands had eome to light, this individual produced
Currency Notes of the aggreg: w5y ik ‘

ate value of Rupees 320 ¢ 3 i 6
Sheristadar, with a request that fr e obt. gty
; q hat fresh memoranda wight be substituted for the

L6 i (2 b 5 .

ﬁlxstsxlr:génc.s,d The Subordinate J.udgc has sent up the Notes to me, and it appears

. at P 0;:“ a Menon now denies having produced them at all. Of the fact,
owerver, t er1e can be no doubt, and it is' moreover capuble of being satisfactorily

proved. Under the circumstances, i

I have requested the Subordi
- . : inate Judge to
place the whole matter in the Qollector’s hands, and doubtless that Oficer will in

due course seck the ovder : i
gty s of Government asto what is to be done with the
. 8h This report would, I think, be incbmplbte were I not to express an opinion
as to how such &a}zds ISI.IOHI(]. in future be checked. A great deal iy already before
Government on this subject, and I shall therefore tfy to be as brief as possible.
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" in the hands of the presiding Judge. In most Courts a ‘man’s whole time is

cannot bo destroyed at onee, because the papers have to be examined ;li;y;.'v:-t‘hef dep 2 rt-
" ments before being filed to discover whether mistakes have been made, &e. In

ordinary care, become impossible. As additional pre:

. Munsifs in my district. g

s
- 74 & d
1
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9. In the Civil Courts, Proees‘s Service stamp dﬁ“ﬁt? is lemblagn,, ‘m -
jmmense number of different kinds of documents that, ;in‘ most cases, it m;mgmctl- -
eable to leave the entire chieck, (4. e. the receipt, the examination, and destruction)

employed in receiving such documents alone and noting the value of the Sﬁﬂf@@n,- S
them. In some Courts, as for instance in a Subordinate Court with a large Small =
©ause Jurisdiction, the work is so heavy as to necessitate the employment of two
men. It is out of the question therefore to expect the fJndg_'e, a8 a general xule, s
to receive such documents in person, and yet I think he egn‘Gnggisbiviaa—* gﬁeﬂc;tual;» i
check, (1) by seeing that cach stamp is first broaght up to him whole.‘a.ndigtgc‘t‘ at
which time he should initial the document to which it is affixed ; and(ﬁ) by either
having the heads of the stamps punched out then and there in bis presence andi ol
destroyed in cases where that can be done, or by entrqgﬁpg;fhe\;ﬁrs}t P"?‘?m%ﬁf ﬂmg S
duty to the highest ministerial officer of the Court _an.___&’_ to no o;h_eg, and by insisting
on the production of the heads afterwards to be burnt or '&st?yfd. in his pﬁeaenm |
The Court fees stamps on some documents (Plaints, Appeals and Lafgmmtw :

the case of such documents ¥ have made it the p{ﬁcti;’:@’ of my Courﬁ "_@g’l."}_i“_g ®
noted on them, at the time of their vreneipg,rthevdm of receipt and
value of the stamps whether impressed or gﬁf@d‘ af v
to me to be initialled. Inf:;vsredlvgmpm ¥ |
. receive Court fees stamped documents, keep ‘an ac
z(:m::gutively running number forﬂl sorts of papem,fwhether hheyhe
or Appeals, or Miscellaneous pefitions, or B’aﬂ':a memoﬁndaorv
or copies of Decrees or Judgments, or app}xcgtxem for
papers which are required to be presented in (:.‘oyrt
fees stamps affixed to them. By_:j means of i thw
ready means will always be at hand to detect',‘v'pfhettser‘
been kept back, and evasion, such as was successfully pra gﬁ

n

Lhav

stamps themselves initialled by the recciving clerk before the papers are brought
to me cach day for my initials, and I have coPtmued xn‘r-th_:x-sfiutﬁ;,thgz_‘ practic .‘@ -
my predecessor, who directed that the receiving clerlf s}x uldntm his lmmgdmw £
prosence. In future 1 propose, as a further precaution, still t?. havethegmemi i e
number and date of each document written across each. s.dhaswe :
and I would suggest that in future the stamps should be made a

size with a small space on each lnﬁt blank for th’e‘, entry thereonof

mber and date. Bl e
nu 10, 'The Subordinate Judge has recently ﬂmm‘ﬂ&ted}hgprgeﬁ f his C
to that of mine, and I am pnepqring_ order‘sr on the sub}gcg to e

lo larger in
the general

haias

K. RAMEN NAIR, Subordinate Judge of South Malabar, to W. mﬂr?t,mgmg i
District Judge of South Malabar, dated Calicut, 10th Febtu@g»l%??,)‘ @ ?ﬁ, W, o

In continuation of my letter of the 11th instant, K:o. Ql,i‘:d have ’Sm . mrepm' aton
my axvival from Tellicherry aiter five days’ leave of which 1 sm 2 g » WY :

e

From &

&
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- Peter Johm, reported to me that Court fee labels, of the aggi-égato valuo of Rupees 318, with the
a-p.plfcatmns for _the-xssue of Jronenses to which they had bk affixed, were missing, and that the.
migsing applications wore thoze which were put in on the mise
Department and entrusted to the Bth Guwastah, P. Govinds Menon, who was doing duty in that
department for the purpose of punching out the figure-head of the labels, He. Peter John. also

” h s . R X ) Vi g
inﬂ.)rme&} me that on the morning of f“hc 10th instant P. Govinda Menon produced before him four
'E)urrency N}otefs an‘th .Rupees 320, with a request that he should protect hin*from harm by supply-
ing fresh u.,pphcatlons in the place of the missing ones. Thereupon 1 put Govieda Menon in the

' ?"”"' .exa@r{lgﬂ him touching the above matter, and his examination fully satisfying me that he was
.Emtplit(;atod in the x;raﬁter, I suspondedl him with your pérmission, and instituted regular inquiry
;1;. 0 .;: malbstcr, b appears from the inquiry instituted as above that P, Govinda Menon was, in

5 8 o 1 - v . y e} ¢ &5,
d_‘-‘f‘-elﬁ‘- er 733 p?awd in (,.har.ge of the Miscellaneoys Department on the Small Cause side and

_directed to receive’ all applications for the fssuo of processes in thi . v

. receiving elerk, Kunijunai Nambiy b sl satbolics 0

i g v notyar, o punch out the figure-heads of Court fee labels, to file
those applications, obtain my signature thereto, and to prepare and i o4 e 1
i Al » > and issue process
with the orders passed on the apiplications for execution of the decrees 1‘3 :‘( ln]()(": it .wc‘con i
duties he was supposed to perform torreetly il Septombe 2 R TN : (/ll\lbﬁ'sults. Th.ese
some reason to believe that he did wot digo) phember, on which date my Sheristadar having
: v ischarge his dutieg satisfactorily, recommended his

transfer from that department. This T i
. s at once d x . 5 . .
future, which duty he performed unti] his suspcnsiﬁx o o b 7

2. In the early part of December 1874
, s the Record-ke
the Head Gumastah Subrama Iyen, who has the gcnerralk:l?

ment, that the application for the issue
, that of processes : :
¢ase ; the Sheristadar then inquired into ¢ " . Dlaced i the record of an exeoution

23 i he matter, and bej i .
that the application in question was with others kept by hj;mig t:;len mf(irmed‘ o Gf)vmdn M'cnoﬂ
Cause records were secured, he was directed i the almirah in which the Small

proper places. The matter was not, howex,Z-tht:zz: e;'Stﬁd]m o gl
» O brought to my notice, but Govinda Menon

. failing to do the work as he was di
8 directed by the Shepis 3
of the same month, that a great number of app”c;”tadﬂh P o i 1

was doing duty j : 1ous received during the time Govi n
almirah ixit;.{l ]fl:f ttl;lii]:'[f:'el,m]z(iogs- Department was tied up in g b““dl‘:’ and PIZ:C‘(;(:)V;;S:L::I;;B
B vassod direcﬁng GOVi;?agLIcpc in the récords to which they belonged, and that én order might
diary requiring Govinda Menar e’? ond 8 len, tham fn thaip proper places. 1 at once recorded a
Court was adjourned for th Chl . : ? the.above work within four days, and on the fifth day the
was not again brought t : i holidags. After the reopening of the Court, the matter

M ,;:tx- 0 my notice, although Govinda Menon failed to do th{s wori( completel
2 e b0 any way roused by s

the representat;
because the Sead : bations made to me by Sherists
1e words expressed by him cloarly showed that all the splichiions y the ‘-hen'bbadar‘,
3. It also appears from the inquiry now made that o R i

¢ IS B T Govinda Me i Ty
:fle work, c‘\plreﬂsed‘ hns.mabllrt‘g{ to.de the whole work Siug]e.ham}cdcr:;n}; a;tc? ﬁu'lshmg . 'part i
b"’:’; ‘(11’.31‘)'~' .I'hc .Sh.crmt,adar then thought of sending a fow Gumast’ah;: fe la('l da_x‘]y .to wiide. K¢
ut tinding it impossible to do o on Court days, he waited for the ff . (:ov!nda. Moty
gmlmg :nyswlf of five days’ leave from the 6th instant i ‘;hari«t‘ ] irst opportunity. On my
umastans 338 ¥y » N arista
f ,l tahs t? assist (Junn.da Menon. They searched for the applications, } .
'})‘1 every one in the Court it wag discovered that great many of the 1%, but to,the astonishasent
e t S : hose
: lm:mn f‘:f” as.I haye{ already said, was brought to my notice on my arrival From Tell:
s t\; 1me in scx-1dmg.the Sheristadar and his subordinates to tl;o record el
;m:c‘; ab was received in this Court from tho time the Court fee lr;h:x-mom ¥ e a3
garch w ¢ g A0 D0 1S M 1
2 licqt-?s g hﬁarefu}]‘?, conducted, and s fresh list, prepared by the thz'mte lmto L
‘;Efst" 1.)115 w;xt hCourt fee labels aflixed to them worth Rupees ‘):H) “'m 18. a('m’ SI:i?ws k
2stion is w Ao ees vdl) were missing,
gl 13 what has become of these applieations, I have not the aligl "ﬂqm”. n ,the
that they have been destroyed by Govinda Menon with ¢ slightest doubt in my mind
feo labels affixed to them, and the

the sole object of g iati
_ : ) appropriating the Court
following ave the reasons which have led me to this conclusion,

. /
per informed the Sﬂeris’tadar, through
perintendence of Small Cause Depart-

' g : ‘
Y R
e Cdbragdel e B o

ellaneous side of the Small Cause -

ar sent a large number of

applications were misging.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, *
12th March 1875. -
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4. The Sheristadar reports that there isnot a single caso in which a Court feo label was

removed from any of the other documents in the record, and that all the applications th‘“;‘_“ i}
missing are those that are proved by the records to have gone into Gov‘ip‘da ‘Meuoi;":,s‘hxnds .Whlh & 0
he was doing dufy in the Miscellancous Department. In his exa.mins;ﬁa.n, Govindg.yf?.mjwf %
admits huving received these applications from the receiving clerk, K\m_!unni Nambl’“‘ e aln
admits that it was his duty to have placed them in the records to.ﬁfgh rt?my_ nged Thu
duty he did not; however, perform, and the reasons given by him in justification °,£ hmdet’anlt e
most puerile and untrustworthy, He says that somehow or other he fmlgc? to obta;}l_mx signature

to a few applications on the day they were received, and he was afraid i bring them to me
afterwards, because he heard me rebuking other Gumastahs for nob lgh:lgmg- Rape ﬁo 12 fqr
signature on the very day they were received, and that the ,,Pplication!f received mbsequqntlije!fa

not brought by him for my signature, because he thought of first clearing = i arre&rs e
bringing them up for my signature. That these explanations ks false » proved by the fMt ,.o‘f

his having obtained my signature to a great many of the applications rece e :inbﬂegt}ﬁnﬁ. e f»l::p
presentation of the missing applications. The fact of the discovery of ex'ghty—su: am’hcakpns in

the record without my signature, and the fact of Govinda Menou’s not hﬁ‘ffng 2o P‘T?’*‘?‘fd"‘t,‘°“f’
applications for my signature also tend to show the falsity of his explanafions. The ;@hcatlonl
are missing in 147 execution cases, and they were received in Court i sl 2 o e

" linJune  1873. ; b
12 ,, December ,, e b 7 L
46 ,, January 1874. |

& G 65 ,, Febroary , . :
8 I March s ‘;l.x .
9 1) June J Al 11 i [ 5 j A
. . ‘ 3 ,, July Y g s @R
y: 3 ,, August g R i

| - Bk Decenber 1873 and Janvary snd
Thus the greater part of the missing applications be%ongs o smgcpdsorls o it ) oo
Fobruary 1874, during which time the duty of punching ous theﬁgum-hmdsafthe m “‘i Sl
entrusted to Govinda Menon himself. I never signed any papers unleas ;“’3’_"._00‘“? f?ﬂ labe e 157“"_. . L e
cancelled by punching out the figure-heads, and this, T am strongly of opinion, induced Govinda

Menon to keep'back from bringing those applications for my signature, as io B rosctusd MeE

: From 4th March 1874, the receiving clerk
appropriate the Court fee labels affixed to them. et e i
himself was directed to punch out the fignre-heads and then Adl_sbnbg{;e; fqhe_appl;o&txo,zx'#_ to the
several departments. Thiswas done not because any fraud wa;s disco vgl:edin any departmm nf ,but :
because it was thought to afford security against any frand being committed. One application of -

5 3 is missing. but the endorsement on the order certifying the receipt of the batta appears
ol e . & to 4th March 1874 ho had

to have been made by this very Govinda Menon. That subsequen | |
less opportunitics of stealing the labels is plain from the fact of the loss of a small number gf‘ hbolg
subsequent to that date and until he was removed from the Miscellaneous Department. ~ Govinda

Menon's admission that all the applications rweived‘_ﬁﬁ;.‘ﬁ“? who did duty in the Miscollameons g

Department, both before and after him, are kept mt?ﬁrmp% phices, fells strongly aguinsh bis ., s

-rd
=108

conduct. v e e P . -
B, We arenot also wanting in direct evidence W&'ON that Govinda ﬂ“?ﬂ.m unlawfully
abstracted Court foo Tabels. The statements of Arakel Seyed Ali, Decree holder in Small Cause
Suit No. 245 of 187y plove to my entire satisfaction that Govinda Menon sold him a Court fee
upocs, By andanade a present of another label worth 1 Rupee.  Govinda Menon admits
2 tin 1o case” of the execution of the above Decree before the

e o1 |

er's Vakil, Gopala Monan. The Decreo holder {

formal application was pu by the A MR R e R R At
‘?’ vi '=.uonm:5mgm!hwbws copyish, -1
Lk ‘.., i ¥ ',“ey ¢ g

swears that Lie paid batta (Rupees 5) mn@my tito G
Vadakepatts Govinda Menon, proves that he srotethe appls
8th Gumastah, P. Govinda Menon. ~Tlie Vakil and his Gu

the Vakil affixed his signature in the ion, 1

3 2 i

I B, at-the request of the

» \ : i 0 ) : ¥ -
] 5

R 1
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i ls. I believe every
&%)ﬁrabed by publxc docu- 4
_ £ )
@ G le ;.
o iedhmtoﬂndgfﬁheﬂ_ e e | R ! .
witl the inquiry I held into the e SR o N 5 o
‘lnmtotahm the matter. : i e SR 8

t&le wmtention of the sttnct Judgemnandmg = ‘ &2 9

‘ensure the criminal prosecution of the ﬁngpwted ; ' : s

ih of whnug pun. | mM no mention is made. The Governm%"».&*mt B -

: on the subject. They do not think it necessary to- "app i ‘ -

| I‘@&a“o!w%ge in the size of the stamps, = o " S
L will be con&mumcated to all District Judges and Qamw 4
«fm' m‘f@rmahon. U Gl it
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