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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
13th March 1875.
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there from great depression of spirits. On his arrival on Tuesday the 2nd of March,
he called on me ; he did not look well, but thought himself better. He had previ-
ously arranged before his arrival to take Mr. Rice’s house off his hands, with whom
he lived till Friday morning, or the 5th instant, when Mr. Rice left. On Friday
evening he dined with me and appeared in fair spirits, and played a rubber of
whist in the evening. On Saturday he played rackets and went with me to the,
swimming bath. I believe he dined ont that evening also. On Sunday I called in
the afternoon thinking to take him for a drive, and to ask him to dinner, and found
that he was engaged to drive with a lady before church, and to dine at Captain
Trotman’s afterwards in the evening, He walked home on Sunday night part of
the way with Mr. Baber of the Survey.. He was not out of spirits then. On Monday
morning he met my Huzur Sheristadar near his house at 7-30 and talked with
him about his division for about half an hour, and asked where I was (I being
then in the town). e told me, on our first meeting, he should like himself to do
the Jamabundy of Oodoomaulpettah, as T had offered to have it otherwise arranged
if he preferred. His head servant and lascar, cart and pony had been sent on
beforchand to Pollachy, for which he intended starting at 7 pm. I had asked
him on the previous Sunday to come and dine with me on Monday, and leave
after dinner, but he declined. Every thing was apparently prepared for a start
: that evening. Some of his clothes, writing boxes, and such small articles were,
however, not packed. I looked in vain for any writing. There were no letters
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on the table, but a packet of official papers. Tn his pocket was a hgtpm!,l,iﬂ(?@

by a friend of his from Ootacamund, Mr. G. Thornhill, asking him to receive him

on his return to Travancore on Monday afterncon. This letter by the date of 5th,
W he probably got on Saturday 6th afternoon. (I ascertained that he gave no orders,
13 however, about Mr. Thornhill’s reception). Mr. Thornhill had arrived by the 3 »..
3 train on Monday, and was at the front door, when I arrived in the house from the
back. ‘ ' 7 i

‘5. Dr. Rogers arrived at 5 minutes to 4 p.m., and was of opinion that life
had been extinct for more than an hour. Besides the young servant about to leave
~him, there was only a young deloyet or peon who remained in the north verandah
from 12 noon till 3 r.y., when the discovery was made. It is “possible the fatal
~shot was fired when the servant went to the kitchen at 2-30 to order tifin. No
one, not even the young deloyet, had heard it. ' e ?* h ; 9

les of dress and

 the leather case of the revolver unbuttoned, and his pocket-handkerchief, His

6. On the top of the chest-of-drawers were some elean articles

diary in his desk contained some ordinary entries made on his journey and after

arrival-—none later than 3rd instant. There is nothing to show how he was employed
after 12 noon, after he was last seen alive by his servant. The only paper in his
pocket was the letter to him from Mr, Thornhill. In the blotﬁhg ‘book on the
writing table I found a letter to him from Dr. Ratton asking about his h‘ac‘lﬂiyand
the following verbatim and facsimile unfinished reply, dated the 6%h:—

Coimbatore, Gth Mareh 1875.
s My Dear Rarron,—Thanks for your kind letter. Yes, II!'nﬂl m;..gun
now but or on the way toit. Idon’t know exactly what has been the matter with me
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
13th March 1875.

then present, including Dr. Rogers, Captain Trotman, Mr. Winscom, Mr. G.

ynhill, and myself,
WBR12. The Btate has lost a most promising young officer with whom my

S acquaintancehas beon but short, but not so short as to preclude a reeognition of

his most excellent qualities and the deepest regrot for his lamented end.

0. 7. Rogcra‘, Civil Surgeon of Coimbatore, duly eworn :—I was sent for yesterday, and

arrived at Mr. Bird’s houso at five minutes o four o'clock by my watch, and examined, at the
District Magistrate's request, the body of Mr. George Fumilius Bird, of the Civil Service. The body
“Whs in.a bent, sitting or half-reclining position in the corner betwoen the wall under the window of
the dressing-room and a chest-of-drawers, against which the head was supported in a bent position,
face inwards, a large pool of clotted Llood was on the floor, under the head, whenee it had flowed ;
the wrist was pulseless, and somewhat cold, and rigor mortis had commenced to set in. I had the

body -raiaed and put on the bed and found in the centre of the forehead a pistol-shot wound 88
described in my cortificate, which was the cause of death.

From the appearance of the orifice of the wound, T am of opinion that ¢ho pistol raust have-

been held, when fired, close to the forehead, and when receiving the shot, the head must have
bw? bent down. I come o this conelusion from the direction of the ball aud lsceration of the
braiu, as ascertained by the probo ; the pistol I consider was held in the right-hand, the right arm
bent and leaned on the chest-of-drawers ; that death was instantaneous, when the body at once

collapsed jnbo the position I found it in, and the pistol dropping from the hand would natarally
be found in front of the chest-of-drawers.

I am of opinion that death took place from one to two
hong's b,ﬂf@fﬁ my examination, e TS \«_&_:?«_“ PPN ST ,»_.-;-Ii»uv—_—.-—:v-f T i
 COIMDATORE, : ’BOG. : Ensv I ‘
4 Signed G..d. s
. Oth Mavch 1875, s ing Surgeon-Major.

Certified that we examined the body of George Emilius Bird, of the Madras Civil Service,
Assistant Collector of Coimbatore, and that we find that he came by his death by a pistol ball through
his forchead into the brain by his own hand, whether accidentally or otherwise, there is mothing

to show.
(Signed) A.WEDDERBURN,
President.
(Signed) C.J. ROGERS, Surgeon-Major,
( " ) C' Ho TROTMAN. Clphin.
Superintendent of Policer ¢ Members.
: ( »» ) G.T.THORNHILL, 5 :
: o ( . ) J. C. WINSCOM, Deputy Collector,
Coimbatore, 81h March 1875, -
No. 46, OspEr TEgzof, 13th March 1875, No. 327.

The Governor in Council has received this melancholy intelligenco with the
greatest regret and deeply deplores the loss to the publie service of so very
L R A . Y. ; ‘
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Telegram to Secretary of Blald; % STl e : -
i1 Service, died eighth instant at Coimbatore, & S

1ius Bi Civi ‘
George Emilius Bird, Madras ! L e |
by pisz); fhof. self-inflicted, whether w2 Othe;;:l iflovjn S G S
Please cause nzengowbgo*lf?w_ g‘ = Nt X 8 s
* Telogram to Mugistraie oS Combaiore, st st vien o ok |
Government received intelligence of poor Bird’s d@thi@ig;” . reg# TR E %
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To the Magistrate of Coimbato:;./- ;
,, Revenue Department.
" Accmmtgnt-ﬂon«ml.-
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