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Proceedings of the J’l[fz(_lras Government, Public Department
13th March 1875. ’

Civil Servant. |
No. 45. Read the following letter from A. \WEDDERABUR\T Esq Distr;'ct
8 s .

Magistrate of Coimbatore, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secrotar
] [N
to Governmegt, Fort St. George, dated Coimbatore, 9th March 1875y
] H

3

No. 4.

th It is with feelings of the deepest regret I have fo communicate to Government
of which I was informed at about § past 3 o’clock of yesterday afternoon

9. The news rcached me in Cutcherry, I hcar(i one of his'delo ets‘ sav witl
great emotion « Bird Saliib murgia,” and Mr. Bird’s servant prOduccﬁ ar ’ ;Vrlt 1
one chamboreof which was diseharged, and pointed to his head ; altiloui;;O ‘e?
intelligence left no hope, I at once sent off conveyance for the Ci\’ril-Surrrgo Suc(;
tho Apothecary from the Civil Hospital, and, meeting Captain Trotma: ‘: ;1.11
Superintendent of Police, who had just heard the news, we at once rocé dfdlng
foot to Mr. Bird’s house, which is ncar the railway station on the egst Zab 1:(3n ’
Trotman first entered tho room, which wasa small dressing-room off the.bed-rlz);rlln
‘ ying, it is all over. Iwentin and saw Mr. Bird ina bent sittin]o:
position, with tho right side of his head and face turned inwards rostine on the
sido of a chest-of-drawers and bent down. His right arm was bent,under lzx)is bod l'
Lis loft arm rested on his side, and his hand touched the ground.. I took him 13\,

the left-hand, which was pulscless and almost cold. There was a large pool of
[ .

[ below his head, and ho had apparcntly been dead
On Dr. Roger’s arrival, the body was 'p]aced on the bed, and an
examination sl}owed that the bullet had entcred the centre of the foreh’ead and
taken a direction downwards through the brain towards the neck ; death must h r:’
been instantaneous. The revolver, as I said before, had bobzx ‘picked u 3 ;
brought to me in the Catcherry. - e P an‘
3. Thelast person who saw Lim alive, which was about 12 o’clock noon, was
his servant,’a Malhomedan lad of 24 years of age, who deposed “that after ac:mm-
his master from Tinnevelly to Coimbatore Le had obtained leave to return
him his wages and a present for his marriage, his
ly going ? and remarked to him in English “ it isa
bad business, " meaning thereby that it was an inconvenience his leaving then
taken leave for the time, he saw his master go into a small writin: roon;
and lean a short time against tho wall ; the scrvant thor;l went
ho well in the compound, then returned and lay down
ndah, and then got up, as he thinks, about 2-30 ». .
hen fo see if his master’s tiffin was rcady ; on learning which
Lio returned to the bungalow, and not sceing his master, went into the dressin;
nounce the meal being ready, where he saw him lyiﬁg in the positio:i
described. o had not Leard the report of a pistol. He took up the revolver which
ont of the chest-of-drawers and came with it, and a deloyet, to me.
d ate a good breakfast that morning, which the maity also corrobo-

some {ime.

to Tinnovelly. On paying
master asked him, are you rcal

Having
off the front room,

room to an

was lying in fr
Ifo said Mr. Bir

rated.
4, Mr, Bird, I heard, was in ill-health at P

had either fever, dysentery or sunstroke, or all of them,

alameottah or Taticorin where he
ar}d I was told suffered

-

o intelligence of the lamentable death of my Assistant, Mr. George Emilius Bird
“ . 80 L ird, .
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there from gor . . .
ho oolicd L lf;t-d(;};rgjf;(zn ?2 Sp]l,“ts. On his arrival on Tucsday the 2nd of March
ously arranged 1;Gfure hi ‘10 [oox well, but thought hisclf better. o had previ:
he lived £l Fridav mor b.amval to tako .Mr. Rice’s house off his hands, with whom
evening ho dincd z;itl ning, or the 5th instant, when Mr. Rice left. On Friday
whist in the cvcning‘l m%ﬁ?ﬁnﬁﬁrrid i"] fai:l sPiits, and played a rubber of
swimming b " 4 1c played rackets :

tho aft‘elz'l:u:)):t:ll;i,]]I-;:i.htcve ho dfnod out that cvening also:1 "%:(’S’;tng;tllIn;z};;)dﬂi;s
that he was cnnaoc;d :.o g f.ako lzxm for a drive, and to ask him to dinnci and found
Trotman’s 3f€0:\n:1rdg o txin'c mtl‘x a lady before church, and to dino ;t Captain
o way with Mr. lm.wrl()(:;a U\éenmg. ITe walked home on Sunday night part of
noning ho ot .H 1;3 ur\-cy,. e was not out ofépirits then, On Monday
him about Lis divigh ufzur ;)hcrismdm‘ near his house at 7-30 and talked with
then in the town). 'IKI‘G Z:XZ'OM all an 1'10ur, und asked where I was (I being
the Jamabundy of Oodoo) Imc’ ou our first ineeting, ho should like himself to dT»
if he preferred. Ilig Iloa(ilfl:c:‘)\(':::?:,,uistlIl]md offered to havo it otliorwiso arranged
beforchan , . . ascar, cart and pony had bLeen x

b o thlet;ri :il:::;h)s , folr which he intended starting [z)xt 7’) P.M. 'li Cl:‘u(;e:ik(c)g
after dinner, but Le (]el;?;niz’] tol*?:(:'l; :’:‘d ‘dino with mo on BIOX)ddy; and leavo
that cvening., S cof  Auvery thing was apparently prepared ar
however, ngt p::li:g Oflhlls ;l"th.c K \\"rltmg boxes, and Huc%n I;xnixll fl:tfz;‘csa\::‘:;t
on the fable, Lut a .>a(*1» .too ;Cd 1 ovam for any writing. There wore no Iettcr;
by a friend of his fronlx C;(;;aco decml parer:: - In his pocket was a_note written
on his return to Travancore ;nmgl[r;n’dhj;'a(&'c 1‘},10rnhi1';:l asking lhim to receive him
he probabl iy 0 on Lond rnoon. 11s Ietter by the dat
hoéevcr, aioi:tl\?;l '? l‘:(t)ur(li‘fl}pmh ﬂftcf'noon. (I ascertuined that h}; ga(z'ol;? :riiitr!;’
train on Monday ;md \rvn ill’s reception).  Mr., Thornhill had arrived by the 3 x;nx’.
back. ’ vas at the front ‘%901': when I arrived in tho house from the

8. Dr. Rogers arriv 1
. ed at 5 minut
bad e Toger ites to 4 1., and was of opini i
b 0,,1?&“]0;3:3:3&] ;m Lhour. Besides the young scrvanlt r:l(j:ufltlsgcixéz
o e o Pz; ‘:’Ecncgyf?;'or peon who remained in the north verandah
M., 110 discovery was mad 1
o. It is possible the fatal

one, not even the young deloyet, had heard it

6. On the top of the cliest-of-drawe o5 o
e Lo on e ches wers were somo elean articles SR
e e c;f; ,:?:i nr(l:,lx :‘1; er u.nl')uttoncd, and his pockctfltx:;r{g‘;cp(;ilgz;bs ;;l(:
diaty tn his dosk contai 3,rd inz:: zxdxxzary ?ntries madce on his joum;z an('l aftc;'
after 12 noon, after he was I'r tt o 'lh.cm s nothing to show how he w:; empl ;’d
kot e or e * hir:sf seen aln:c: by his servant. Tho onl ;q )(lzlrl"t(?l?is
writing table I found a letter t rlo'm trow Dl u the blottin‘;‘y %);(I)k 01" o
Lo Foftomin yertoties oer o him from Dr. Ratton askino about }o '3 Lcal d
¢ acsimile unfinished replv G o sl 2
'p ¥, dated the 624 :—

“ My Dia RatToy.—T Coimbalore, Gth Mureh 1875.
now but or on {ha Wﬂl;0{‘;, " T llxrzlnks’ for your kind letter,  Yes, Iam all right again
» 1 don’t know exactly what has bc:m tho matter witl{: me
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Departmént,
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and tho letter remained unfinisbed). The
his letter, reporting his arrival to me, Hoe
scemed to have had a fancy for writing people’s names in print, and copying .
printed characters, but how he was employed in the last two hours of his Lif ¥,
hinvo not been ablo to discover by any clue, and what passed through his mind is

only known to his Makor. The revolver was kept in the left-hand upper drawer
of tho chest against which he was foun

‘or rather- 17 (this is on the first page,
only other papers were rough drafts of

! d, the unbuttoned case lying on the top and

aot replaced. - It may Lave been a sudden impulse.

\ 7. I had somo conversation with him when I called at his house on Friday
dmington on Thursday evening. I asked him to

horning. He had played Ba
ng, I called for him and drove him to my house

lome on Friday, but not appeari
&0 dinner, an invitation to which he had accepted that morning. e said he-had

lot been well that afternoon, but ho showed no symptoms of this at dinner, and
Jlayed a good game of whist afterwards, I asked him about.his malady, and he
id he suffered much from want of sleep. I told him I had likowise to a very
but that he would get better. ‘ J

; 8. Tlis servant, whom I questioned afterwards on this subject, said that he -
1ad noticed his master walking about all night instead of resting, and when he

uggested that ho chould consult the Dactor, ho said that it had been so with him
or three months, and that Le did not want medicine. That he had suffered in
calth was apparent to soma dcgree, but in writing to Mr. Puckle, who was greatly
ntapceted in him, T mentioned, so soon as I saw him on Tucsday, that he hoped , .
o bo soon well, and would be able to play rackets, which, in fact, he did.” Nothing
n bis maaner or remarks has afforded the slightest indieation of so dreadful an

nd.
His arr
IIis affairs were app

great degree,

angements for his journey were made with forethought.

arcatly in good order, and his spirits apparentl}; improving,
nnd tho new work in which ho was abm:xt to be: engaged appargntly at*ﬁmcting
his interest.  He chowed mno pre-occupation of mind, only a little anxioususs to
fhavo his papers about his arrival and other offcial details duly attended to, which
;f'wzis at onco done. 1 considered myself as most fortunatc in having tho services
iof so intelligent an 7

! . 9. Tho circumstances of th
That the death-blow was s¢
ub whether by accident, oro

he interests of others. | | |
was loaded at Tinnevclly before his journcy, and as

it was not an extraordinary precaution. .

pon roads,
to an absence of premeditation, and nothing which

erved, or has transpired, tends to another conclusion. From the
dy which bad, as it were, eollapsed from 3 standing or leaning

pistol having apparently fallen from the
o drawers, and the direction of the bullet, and the closcness of
Le result of aceident; but as it might bave becn

h wwas the verdict concurred in by five gentlemen

d willing an Assistant. ‘ ‘
o case soem to preclude any long predetermina-

;iion. 1L.inflicted is left in no doubt, and such was the
Iyerdict, b therwise, is loft, in charity, an open question,
g as not affecting ¢ o ) 7

(10, The pistol, I learn,
! Jacoitics were not unknown u
: 1. 'This clearly points
{ has been obs

sition of the bo

i po ¢
: yg iustantancous, and the

¢ position, death beir

. hand in front of th
tho shot, it 1s diflicult to realize t

within tho limits of possibility, suc

.
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. 9th Maych 1875.

P(oceede'fzgs of the Madras Government, Public Department,
13th March 1875.

then present, includi
] udainge Dr, P()n-e 5 o . i
Thornkill, and myself.o togers, Captain Trotman, Mr. Winscom, Mr. G-

12. The St
< ato has lost o 3 isi . i
acquaintance has heen but most promising young officer with whom my
his most exeatlont e sirort, but not so short as to procludo a rceoguition of
m it qualities it T or 1 ‘
q and the deepest regret for Lis lamented end.

st

C. J. Rogers, Civil Surgeon of Coin

arrived at Mr. Dird’ 5 :

District Magistralt}g;l rseqltlxz::()ti?ct }ﬂiﬁvm?ﬂcs o f‘)!u" 0.‘(:10‘:]( by my wateh, and cxamined, ab the

was in.a bent, sitting or hm.’_ﬁ 1 "’-' Of‘.h:‘ Gf:‘orge Emilius Bied, of the Civil Service, The body

the dressinz-room a:«l 2 chos _:f“(;‘rmr{ .P."-ﬂth')r} n th? c"nmr«r between the wall under the window of

face inmards, 4 Jargs ool Orvdoueal\';»]x s{,;zg.amst which the head was supported in a bent position,

tho wrish e pula'r-iesa . d blood way on the tlaor, under the head, whence it had flowed ;
» and somewhat cold, and rigor morbis had commenced to ot in. I hadthe

boldy raised ang

sed and put ou the bed and found j
o1 ; L in the centre of the h vistol-shot wound as
described in my certificate, which was the cause of death to forchead & pistol-shot wo

From the g ane :
ppearance of tho orifice of the wound, I am of opinion that tho pistol must have -

been held, when fired, close to the forehe

. ad, and when receivi st have
been bent dawn, I corse 6o this eonclusi viving the shot, the lead wust ha

braia, a3 ascertaind on ‘from the direction of the ball and laccration of the
lient and leaned on ’”]I;Y ;Itﬁqltlro:'m; the pistal 1 consider was Leld in the right-haud, the right arm
collapsed into the position I 1:0 'dl‘.:m'.crs; that death was instantancous, when the body at once

ound it in, and the pistol dropping from the hand would naturally

Coxpatone,
C. J. ROGERS,

Surgeon-Major.,

(Signed)

Smccrions.

Certified that i
Assistant Collector“;)er g:‘:;“ctd the body of Georzs Emilius Bird, of the Malras Civil Scrvice,
ibatore, and that we find that he came by his death by a pistol ball through

(Signed) A.WEDDERBURN,
DPresident.

(Signed) C.J. ROGERS, Surgeon-Major, )
( s ) C IL.TROTMAN, Captain,
Superintendent of Policer ¢ lembers.
(( » ) G.T.THORNHNILL,
. . 124 J- . 2 ’h‘
Golmbatore, &th Mareh 1575, ) 3. C. WINSCOM, Deputy Collector, J
. S ————

No. 46, —
OrpER TarReok, 13th March 1875, No. 327.

The Governor i i
0 i :
r 1n Council has reecived this melancholy intclligenco with tho

greatest regret and deeply d
e, at;, i ply .‘cp'lorcs the loss to the public scrvico of so very

R.  The Secretary of Sta;b‘ will be re

be broken to hus family in England, ncated by telogram to causotho nows o

4
"

" 3. Tho Magi i i
o l%Iﬂaolxstmt:),v. ill do what is necessary for securing Mr, Bird’s property.

R R ’
. * M

atore, duly sworn :—I was sent for yesterday, and’

S Y
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Publie Department,
15¢h ddarch 1875. | .

Telegram {o Secretary of State.

George Emiling Bird, Madras Civil Scrvice, died eighth instant at Coimbatora,
by pistol shot self-inflicted, whether accidental or otherwise not known,
L] hd - . al
Ploaso cause nows to be broken to his father, Charles I}ird\,‘:at Che teghan;,
’ s NPT S L i A £ e T * ‘y:)“» %
Telegram to Magisirate of Coumbatore,

ed intelligenco of poor Bird’s death Wi_fh greatest feg}*e’c.

N Y

Government receiv

e

Tixd, T. O'Connor.

(True,Extract.) 1{57
//
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" To the Magistrate of Coimbatoie./ - E
,s Mevenue Department, i
‘ &
" Accountant-General, |
) ‘ A . o ;A . v
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