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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depart ment,

< 13th March 1875.
1ot be so foolish as to make any effort to get through it, but will swim alongside
of it, with a view to get round the end of it, and will thus find themselves facing
the ladder, and guided away from the wrong currents. The wall-net of about &'
 deep should be made taut from the edge of the Jadder to the shore at an angle
A : .« of 45 with the current, secured at neces-

A o S 5 i S A i S A e -

oy R ’ . saryintervals to anchors or large stones

f' ’ ] o ls ~ and hung in the stream by means of floats
S ; ‘ Ladder and leads, This might be done for the
R oo B e sl L ladder at once, as in Figure 1.; and when
an A T the new lock is completed, the net could
§ i N 2 e he re-adjusted so as to suit both (as in
3 E R ; “~ - ‘ Fi o
£s &:&}/ | ‘?Ti ; § igure II) -
2 M0 P S SEERRLER T 9. The marginal diagrams will
e L ‘ | bettor explain the position of the pro-
R CER posed nets.
e ST e Figure 1. before the lock is built.
e : b5 Figure IL after the lock is built.
<4 10. Iascertained that the nets with

floats and leads could be made by the
local fishermen for Rupees 45 a 100-

* for about 310 yards, adding something
for the taut rope and anchoring; I sup-
pose the whole cost would not be over
Rupees 200 or Rupees 250 at most.
11, Net fishing within 100 yards

_ of anicuts is, in paragraph 12 of G- 0,

 dated 25th October 1872, No. 1,478,
prohibited. 1t came out inadvertently
~in conversation with the fishermen that

. .they habitually fish within 60 yards-
“ . The probability is that it 18 & very Bhgr ;

e e G i e [ sizty. . Before enforcin the 100-yard,

would be fair to the ignorant ﬁxhtxcxzen to put up a 10(g)~yard pilfal' on

Lol sk rives Ghayeonla not then err unconsciously. The cost of four

- ach, be about Rupees 20,

v
~a

m, or. cover a fow common casks with tenter-hooks, fll the
ihem. Being 100 yards away from the end of the apron,

h""?mﬁ“m for complaint if they get their nets torn.
s another little matter in eonzoction with the apicut which 1

‘ ﬁ“Ws‘y swarming up the four buttresses of the

yards, which would come to Rupees 140

do no possible harm to the anicut. Being just within the warning pillars,

rtunity to throw in for the reason that it is so easily remedied-
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- to'indirectly supplying meat in being themselves the food of edible fish, we should
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anicut. Tt was obvious that their instinct was to go up stream, but that the anicut

prevented them; the rush of falling water being too heavy, they consequently

avoided the main stream, and availing themselves of the back-water or counter-

eufrent at the edge of the river, and of the lea of the buttresses, they swam in

tl‘i’e%: comparatively still water up to the edge of the strong current; there they _ :
warmed up ;{;uy\r‘a.w Ut U1 DUtsrosses SU 45 L. tocape ily awd Jlinging on o theo o

~ jperpendicular masonry, they struggled hard to keep their foot-hold round six

corners, and over rhany yards of slippery perpendicular surface, so us to gain
the still water above the anicut. Where they commenced, they were a regular
ecrowd in long closely-packed piles; where they ended, they were solitary indi-
viduals at well-marked intervals, and they seemed to creep parched and painfully
round the last corner out of the reach of the violence of the current into the
struggled-for upper waters. All along the line of march, the casualties were
frequent ; they kept dropping into the violent torrent; whether they were battered
and drowned or returned to renew the struggle, I cannot say. Let us hope it
was the latter. -

14, It would be a very easy matter to make for them a way of surmounting 4
the anicut. A log or two bound togother and taken round the eorners from still &
water fo still water would, by its power of floating, keep itself always in position, 3

and so for about Rupees 10 a bridge would be made over which these little creatures
could safely cross the anicut and. gain the upper waters. They are worth if. 2
When full grown they weigh seven to the pound. A million of them wounld mean i
many thousand pounds of nutritious meat in the upper waters, and I calcalate -
that not less than a quarter of a million a day would pass over each bridge. If we
had at this lower anieut four such fluating bridges, one for each shore of the
Coleroon and one for each shore of the Cauvery, we should, for the trifling sum of
about Rupees 40 or Rupees 50, have arranged for easily passing up so many millions.

© of fry of prawns, that, after making all allowances for the numbers that would go

still have directly supplied to the upper waters such a quantity of prawn meat, as
would probably be best speken of in tons, - )

15. With a view to avoid delay in reference and to save a season, I sent
a copy of this letter to the Superintending Engineer, anticipating that as the
Range Officer who visited the spot with me had no engineering objection to make,
he would be able to supply me with a letter to the same effect for enclosure.
~ He has, however, an objection to the prawn bridge, and proposes auother plan
which, as I understand it, would not suit the prawns at all. This portion of my
:  proposals had perhaps better be deferred
therefore till by another personal con-
- ference we can come to an agreement.

16, My other proposals are briefly that there should be guiding nets,
warning pillars, and preventive piles, ete. If the Board are pleased to support
them, and the Government to sanction them, the Range Officer, Lieutenant Smart,
who accompanied me and took a hearty interest, will, with the Superintending
Engineer’s permission, be well able to give them effect. :

Dated 14th November 1874, No. 1,962, -
; (Copy enclosed). '
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not be so foolish as t6 make any effort to get through it, but will swim alongside
of it, with a view to get round the end of it, and will thus find themselves facing
the ladder, and guided away from the wrong currents. The wall-net of about 6’
deep should be made taut from the edge of the ladder to the shore at an angle

of 45 with the current, secured at neces-
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10. 1ascertained that the netswith
floats and leads could be made by the
. local fishermen for Rupees 45 a 100-

o) ‘ ‘ [ T T yards, which would come to Rupees 140
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g Bl T 11. Net fishing within 100 yards

" : of anicuts is, in paragraph 12 of G. O,,

dated 25th October 1872, Neo. 1,478,

prohibited. It came out inadvertently

in conversation with the fishermen that

A _they habitually fish within 60 yards.

r X o ~ The probability is that it is a very short

B 5l ~ sixty. Before enforcing the 100-yard, I

~ think'it would be fair to the ignorant fishermen to put up a 100-yard pillar on

~ each side of each river, they could not then err unconsciously. The cost of four
::jpil]ars would, at Rupees 5 each, be about Rupees 20.

~ 12. A simple supplementary measure will be to drive in a few piles with

of stones, and'sink them, Being 100 yards away from the end of the apgon,
 can do no possible harm to the anicut. - Being just. within the warning pillars,
shermen will have no fair cause for complaint if they get their nets torn.

3. 'There is another little matter in connection with the -anicut which I
will take this opportunity to throw in for the reason that it is so easily remedied.
5 fphervad ‘young pfamfune&aﬁagly swarming up the four buttresses of the

l

_ perpendicular masonry,

 tenter-hooks on them, or cover a fow common casks with tenter-hooks, fill them ~

.

anieut. Tt was obvious that their instinct was to go up stream, but that the anicut

prevented them ; the rush of falling water being too heavy, they consequenﬂy

avoided the main stream, and availing themselves of the back-water or counter-

current ab the edge of the river, and of the lea of the buttresses, they swam in

the comparatively still water up to the odge of the strong curren.t;there;they
swarmed up the face of the buttresses so as to escape it, and clinging on to tl}e
they struggled hard to keep their foot-hold round six
corners, and over many yards of slippery perpendicular surface, so as to gain
the still water above the anicut. Where they commenced, they were & regular
erowd in long closely-packed piles; where they eudgd, they were'so]itar{v indi-
viduals at well-marked intervals, and they seemed ‘to creep parched and painfully
round the last corner out of the reach of the violence of the current into the
struggled-for upper waters. All along the line of march, the casual‘ties were
frequent ; they kept dropping into the \;iolent torrent ; whether they were battarefl
and drowned or returned to renew the struggle, I cannot say. Let us hope it

was the latter. 2
14. It would bea very easy matter to ‘make for them a way of surmoupting
the anicut. A log or two bound together and taken round the corners from still
water to still water would, by its power of floating, keep itself always in position,
and so for about Rupees 102 bridge would be made over which these little creafurfas
could safely cross the anicut and gain the upper waters. They are worth it.
When full grown they weigh seven to the pound. A million of them would mean
many thousand pounds of nutritions meat in the upper waters, and'I calculate
that not less than a quarter of a million a day would pass over each bridge. If we
had at this lower anicut four such floating bridges, one for each shore of the
Coleroon and one for each shore of the Cauv un
about Rupees 40 or Rupees 50, have arranged for edsily passing up so many millions
of fry of prawns, that, after making all allowances for the numjbers that would go
to indirectly supplying meat in being themselves the food of.sdl_ble fish, we should
still have directly supplied to the upper waters such a quuntity of prawn meat, as
would probably be best spoken of in tons. G g

15. With a view to aveid delay in re e & save |
a copy of this letter to the Superintending Engineer, anticipating ‘that as the

Range Officer who visited the spot with me had no engineering‘ objeetion to make,
he would be able to supply me with o letter to the same effect for enclosure.

He has, however, an objection 0 the prawn bridge,
which, as 1 understand it, would not suit the prawns at all.

(Copy enclosed).
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_Ewxcrosozre No. 1.

From Lieutonant-Colonel R, A. ROBERTS, R.E., Superintending Engincer, to H. S. THOMAS,
Esq., Agting Collector of Tanjore, dated 14th November 1874, No. 1,962.

~ In reply to your letter No. 304, dated 10th instant, forwarding, for my perusal, a copy of a

” : letter which you propose sending to the Board

of Revenue on the subject of the passage of

- fish across the lower anicut, I have the honor to state that I can see no engineering objections,
©  on account of the safety of the anicut, to the proposals made by you, except as regards the floating
~ logs suggested by you for the convenieucs of the prawns..
_' e 2. lam certainly of opinion that, however well protected with iron fender-bars the abut-

* ment may be, the continual banging agaTnst “itvday and night of these logs can, to say the least,
~do the anieut no good. In fact, they would introduce an element of mischief which I do not

~ think that I should be justified in permitting, the more especially as it appears to me that the
- ohject od can be attained in a manner not similarly open to objection.

2

Enclosare 1.—Letler.

s Instead of the floati jg/logs. I would saggest that stout planks be fitted to the three
<k ] . faces of the abutment in the manmer of fixed

3 4 : %2% venetians, In this manner, independent of the

E:;‘,; rise and fall of the water, the prawns would

,//// have a bridge continually available to them, as

; ’/// § ghown in the margin ; these boards would form

2 gf,/ Z| an angle of 60° with the abutment to which they

i are attached. If this slope be considered too

T ey ‘ﬁlacalﬁ R steep, it can be reduced and be rendercd as flat
a8 is thought necessary. The greater the slope the fewer of course the number of planks required.
o oo 2 Should you approve of this suggestion, I would recommend your adding Rupees 50 to
~ the amount of your approximate estimate, making it in all Rupees 250. ;
e ' . (True Copy)
% s (Signed)  H.S. THOMAS,

e {7
p X -

k "R " -Acting Collector.

 In this letter, the Collector of Tanjore asks sanction for a sum of Rupees 200
~ or Rupees 250 for providing guiding nets to direct the fish seeking to pass the
 lower ‘anicut on the Coleroon to the ladder constructed for them under the

 adviee of Dr. Day, and for Rupees 20 for the erection of pillars to mark the

7 hmtfa within which fishing is pmhébited; He also suggests that ¢ preventive
5t ~ piles” which would tear nets cast within the limits should be put down.

cost will probably be within Rupees 950, and even if the measures suggested
o not render the ladder successful, they will at least narrow the question as
hg:’géuses of its failure. ; , -

3. The Board, however, believe, from what they learn from their Acting
scond Member, that the construction of the ladder is radieally faulty. In-a
8 quite useless owing to the violence of the current, and even when there

inch of water on the erest of the anicut under the arch, the current
y strong and the water much broken by the barriers which
; from opposite sides of the ladder about two-thirds across.

11d get to. the top of the ladder, it would still have several yards of

If a fish co ._
 sapid water, only an inch deep, to pass through, and would probably be as far as
or e wereomiﬁ-{?&‘f}hﬁ obstacle p;m‘ntéd by the anicut.

.

- 2. The Board recommend that these proposals be sanctioned. The whole -

o

ineurred, it would

"f-‘.v;?‘égshld ‘not be place

kel s s 1 ‘expenditure is : %
- &,-,a are of opinion that before farther heavy €XPo _ | 2
srhhe P habits of the.Hilsa should bejcarefully obssrved i

be well that the el
If the fish is a good jumper and usually attempts to overcome ‘!‘ ‘ i

tained. asually 7 0
ao;:t::f:: ;y throwing. itself over them, a modification of Dr. Day’s ladder mlght
succeed. The barriers should go completely across 'the ladder so as to ~d1vu'iej i
it into sections, and at such intervals that cach section ghould be nearly still

’ F : 1d be very great, and also its cost.

ter : but the length of such a ladder wou _
j;hzl"d;eruthe latter would exceed that of a lock the Board are unable to say, but
they think that further

knowledge ehould be obtained before gfdecision a8 to
which-plan is to be preferred ean Le ariived at, and an igquhy with rtl.mt. ij@ct

not d in better hands than Mr;:Thomas’. ‘
(True Copies and Extract.)
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