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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
10th March 1875, '

No. 141,  Read the tollowing Proceedings of the Board of Bevenue, dated 16th
January 1876, No. 88 :—

Read the AGllowing letter from W. 8. FOSTER, Tsq,, Acting Collector of
the Godavery District, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated Cocanada, 5th November 1874, No. 401. : :

RererriNG to paragraph 4 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,471, dated.
September 1st, 1874 I have the honor to inform you that the Tahsildar of
Bhadrachalam estimates the amount of salt that could be sold in a year at
150,000 maunds. I think that at first this would not be sold; but I do not
doubt that in a few years sales o this amount might be reached.

2. But at first, we must gend up the salt ourselves on our own account.
We must show the merchants that we can send it up easily and sell it below the .
present prices. The merchants there will not buy <alt here to send up there, till
they know that they will not incur serious loss thereby. o 3

“3. 1 would ask the Board’s permission to send up now a small quantity,
say 1,200 maunds, The steamers have ceased running mows but the Deputy-
Collector thinks that it could be sent up for 8 Annas a-maund. If we add 4 Annas
g-maund for wastage and other charges, We conld sell the salt at Rupees 2-12-0
a-maund. The maund will give 38 or -40 seers, 80 We should be selling it at 13
or 16 measures the Rupee. It sells now at Bhadrachalam at about 10 measures
the Rupee, and in the Gazette of India the price of salt is given in the Upper
Godavery District at 1 Rupee for 7 or 8 seers. _

4. If these 1,200 maunds were sold quickly, we could send up more, and
when the merchants saw that it could be taken up they would find it worth their
while to buy it here and take it up themselves, as they might be able to get it
up at a less cost than Rupees 2-12-0 a-maund. : n

5. 1 am also thinking of sending up the Deputy-Collector to ses what steps
can be taken for the development of this trade.

6. I request the Board’s sanction to these proposals,

————————

I this letter the Acting Collector of Godavery proposesy with a view to the
development of a trade in salt with the Upper Godaveryy to send as an experi--
ment 1,200 maunds of salt to be sold at Bhadrachalam on account of Government,
and also to send up his Salt Deputy-Collector to see what can be done for the
development of this trade. _ ;

9. Mr, Foster proposes to sell the salt at Rupees 2-12-0 per mauad, 12 Annas
a-maund being added to the price at the coast depts to eover the cost of ‘carriage
and wastage in transit. Even at this rate, he believes that the salt could be sold
at about half the rate ‘now prevailing ab Bhadrachalam. He estimates that
150,000 maunds could be sold there yearly. T L ke

3. The Board would be glad to see the experiment proposed by Mr. Foster
tried. The only objection which strikes them is that the charge of any higher
rate than Rupees 2 per maund for salt sold by or under the orders of Govern-
ment is illegal ander Act XXIV. of 1869, They fear that this objection will be.
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No. 88.
ProcrepINGS OF THE BoARD OF REVENUE, dated 16th January 1875.

Read the following letter from W. 5. FOSTER, Esq., Acting Collector of the
5 Godavery Distriet, to J. GROSE, Esq, Secretary to the Board of -
Revenue, dated Cocanada, 5th November 1874, No. 401 :— e
Rererrine to paragraph 4 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,471, dated '
September 1st, 1874, I have the honor to inform you that the Tahsildar of
Bhadrachalam estimates the amount of salt- that could be sold in o yeor at -
150,000 ma aads. | L hink that at first this would not be sold; but I do not
donbt that in a few years sales to this amount might be reached. » e
2. But at first, we must send up the salt ourselves on our own account.
We must show the merchants that we can send it up easily and sell it below the
present prices. The merchants there will not buy salé here to send up there, till
they know that they will not incur serious loss thereby. . 3
3. I would ask the Board’s permission to send up now a small quantity,
say 1,200 maunds. The steamers have ceased running now,. but the Deputy-
Collector thinks that it could be sent up for 8 Annas a-maund. If we add 4 Annas
g-maund for wastage and other charges, we could sell the salt at Rupees 2-12-0
a-maund. The maund will give 38 or 40 seers, so we should be selling it at 13
or 16 measures the rupee. It sells now at Bhadrachalam at about 10 measures
the rupce, and in the Gazelte of India the price of saltis given in the Upper
4 Godavery District at 1 Rupee for 7 or 8 seers, .
;i : 4. If these 1,200 maunds were sold quickly, we could send up more, and
o when the merchants saw that it could be taken up they would find it worth their
T ot : _ " while to buy it here and take it up themselves, as they might be able to get it
po e e g e TS R g 2t - up at a less cost than Rupees 2-12-0 a-maund, -
o ' N 5. Iam also thinking of sending up the Deputy-Collector to see what steps &
| ean be taken for the development of this trade.
- 6. Irequest thf Board’s sanction to these proposals. Ho f g
>

’ In this letter the Acting Collector of Godavery proposes, with a vie v to the

development of a trade in salt with the Upper Godavery, to send as an experi-
ment 1,200 maunds of salt to be sold at Bhadrachalam on account of Government, J
and also to send up his Salt Deputy-Collector o see what can be done for the &
development of this trade. : F e
9. Mr. Foster proposes to sell the salt at Rupees 2-12-0 perjmaund, 12 Annas

, a-maund being added to the price at the coast depdts to cover the cost of carriage
- and wastage in transit. Even at this rate, he believes that&euﬁclhﬁon;dm;g}g”

: at about .half the rate ‘now prevailing ab Bhadgachalam. B@estimntal ﬁﬁ X
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