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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Deglntiniont; *
29nd February 1875. ‘

Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel R. A. EOBERTS,
R.E., Superintending Engineer, Tanjore, to- Lieutenant-Colonel J.
MULLINS, R.E., Chief Engineer for Irrigation, dated 17th November

1874, No. 2,019 :—

No. 641,

1 5avE the honor to forw
in this district during the late high

0 t- v =
i ‘ floods and the expenditure incurred in
closing the same.

9. On the 16th July 1874 the gauge on the upper anicut registered no
Jess than 11 feet 10 inches, a height which has not been reached for the past 15
years in this distriet. It has always been thought that, with a height of over 10
feet on the above-mentioned gauge, the whole of the delta of this district would
be flooded and its safety endangered. F ortunately, however, the flood was a
falling one, and owing to this, as also to the fact of the banks of all the rivers in
this district having of recent years received a great deal of attention and been
carefully maintained, the damage done by the floods this year, in comparison with
what has taken place in former years, has been, on the whole, almost trifling.
The largest breach was in the south hank of the Coleroon near the village of

Veeramangoody, and this breach mattri%utfedto the bank having been worn

away at the spot by the passage 0
the village and the river, EA ‘

3. Major Oakes, R.E., when in charge of this district was in the habit of
publiuhing in the District Gazelte a notice to all Tahsildars, warning them to
£ill up the ruts, ete., made in the river and channel banks by the passage of bandy
and cattle. Mr. Arbuthnott, however, ‘infarmed me shortly before he left the
district that Major Oakes had no authority to issue such an order, and that the
Tahsildar and village authorities were justified in treating it as waste paper. 1

~ am now, however, in communication mthMr Thomas, the Acting Collector, with

a view of some definite instructions being prepared and issued in this connection
and 1 am in every hope that Mr. Thomas will issue such orders as will check th;
facility for the breaching of the banks owing to the cause above specified.

4, Ishould mention that the delay in submitiing this statement has arisen
golely in consequence of the difficulties experienced by the Range Officers in
obtaining from the Tahsildars concerned the information necessary for the
preparation of the statement now forwarded. ' T Sy

—
Note by the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

Tae accémpanying report 'by the ﬂﬁ%@ﬁnhending Engixiegr, Tébjo‘:e,‘ o i 1

extent of damage _sustained_ by the Cauvatj;;D@lta worksin Tanjore from a Hanat

11 feet 10 inches an the gauge at the upper anicut s, it is thought, the best evidence

that the river banks and embankments hmro since the flood of 1869 been vastly -

improved, It will be seen that only twenty-five breaches ocourred, most of them

.

ard a statement showing the breaches that occurred

¢ cattle coming backwardsand forwards between
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
22nd February 1875.

of & very trifling kind, and that the expenditure in their repair amounted to but
Rupees 2,524, From the condition of the river beds and banks some 13 years ago
it is believed that 60,000 rupees would not have covered the damage which such
a fresh would have occasioned, and there would also have been much loss from

- damage to crops. In the present case there was either no loss, or the damage done
was insignificant, ‘

2. The Government will doubtless notice with regret the views expressed by
the Honorable D, Arbuthnott, when Collector of Tanjore, as reported in paragraph 3
of the Superintending Engineer’s letter. Major Oakes’ warnings to Tahsildars and
Village Officers generally through the District Gazette must, from the fact of their
publication therein, have manifestly had at least the indirect support of the Collee-
tor,and that such warnings are necessary in some form or another is manifest, becaunseo
only villagers can see to the safet , on the occurrence of high freshes, of the many
hundreds of miles of river banks of the delta. To say, therefore, that such warnings,
because issued by an officer who had no direct authority over the Tahsildars and
villagers, might justly be treated as waste paper showed great want of wisdom, if
nothing worse, seeing that very great interests are involved, and Major Oakes’ action
was reasonable ix itself and based upaﬂggthorough knowledge of the necessities of
the case. 3

3. Instructions have repeatedly been issued from this office to the effect that
all recognized crossings of flood embankments or tank bunds, ete., should he
provided with proper ramps, gnd that means should be taken to 80 fence
as to confine the traffic thereto.  Such precautions are necessary to r
risk of accidents, and these works may also be considered to be a reasonabl
venience. Nevertheless the attention and care of Village Officers,
all Revenue officials will continue to be necessary,
given ungrudgingly. “

Caue AT ARCONUM,  (Signed)  JOHN MULLINS, Lieut.-Colonel, R.E.,
22nd January 1875. Ohief Engineer for Irrigation.
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l IRRIGATION, No. 42,

~ His Excsuexcy the Governor in
&8 3 Council has learnt with much satisfaction

By ‘ ~ that the attention paid in recent years to
the condition of the river beds and bﬁnka in the Tanjore Delta has been so far

effectual that s fresh :egisterad_ as 11 <kat 10 inches on the upper anicut gauge
occasioned but little damage in the |

revenue. g

the necessity of looking after {1 e'xo‘mﬂ;“
and cattle, and its promulgation in the p;
~ the charge of having opposed it.

and of Village Officors to protect

of banks caused by the passage of carts
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and they should certainly be .

Way of breaches and but nominal loss of

Vistrict Gazefte clears the late Collector of

‘..
e S e T :
£ B =

A liEAS T o

R s & e IR A

&S S
! b h ‘
), 8

Proc;;dz'ngs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
92nd February 1875.
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referred to; and to do all that lies in their pOWer to lessen risks of accidents and of
d 6 the,refrom resulting. The Government are glad to learn' that measures e
b::n;gconcerted between the Collector andSuperintendmg Engineer for securing

due attention to this important matter. :
(True Exiract.)

Colonel, R.E,,

Secrelary to Government.
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To the Superintenaﬁg‘ﬁngmee 5 '.Fan!ore. i ,; § :
To all other Superintending and ].)xsmc.: f::; s‘_‘z}_me & :
To the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, Wi . ] g .

,,» Revenue Department. ¢ 4
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