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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20th February 1875.
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6. But in regard to Mr. Sewell’s second letter, No. 150, of 4th November
1874, I must also point ont that much of it is based on the mistaken assumption
that a Revenue Officer is qualified to determine the best site for one of our delta
works, and whether the line of a canal or channel may not be altered to suit the
whims and fancies of individual ryots. ~In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, of
course, when a Range Officer has determined the best line for such a work, it
should be constructed there, or not at all.  Into this mistake, however, they have
doubtless been led by the wording of Circular from the Government of India,
No. 59-A, dated Simla, 2nd July 1887 (herewith sent), wherein it is laid down
that the Civil Officer is * to ascertain whether the olject sought cannot be secured
otherwise eitfer by obtaining some other plot-of land than what was originally
intended, or in some other manner.”  This, however, iu the case of delia works,
is quite inapplicable. ;

Supmrrren for the orders of Government.

The instructions conveyved to the Distriet Engineer in this Office Memoran-
dum, No. 32, of the 13th Janunary _l87ﬂ were, so' far as the second method of
obtaining possession of land, viz, by the written consent of the owner, is con-
cerned, bzmad upon orders which were sent to Public Works Officers some years
gince, and the superscssion of which by more recengﬁorders on the subject was
overlooked. As an. Executive Officer, the undersigned but seldom experienced
even in Tanjore any difficnlty in sotting land-owners to consent to their lands
being occupied in anticipation of their formal transfer and the consequent payment
of Gompensation. e A : e iy

2. The Head Assistant Collector refers to this practice as illegal, but he
must mean irregular, which no doubt it is. At the same time he does not appear
to eonsider that there is any oljection foitin prineiple, provided the Government
see fit to authorize it. The orders of the Government of India on the subject of
the acqnisition of lands for public wnrkg purposes would seem to have been issued
in reference to circumsiances differing materially from those prevailing in the
rural parts of this Presidency. Land cqrupenaation claims are here usually moder-
ate and easy of settloment, and, daring all the years the undersigned has been
connected with irrigation works, there lias heen no ease that he is aware of in which
any largesum per acre Las been demanded for the land required, except perhaps in
connoction with the Madras Water Works, which was from the position of the
jands near the Presidency exceptional. ,

3, Such being the case, the relaxation of the rule in the case of the Godavery
Delta works appears to be desirable. The practice of taking POSEESSION with the
consent of the owners has, it is reported, not occasioned any difficulty, and, on the
other hand, conformity to the procedure laid down in the rules of the Government
of India, will at once croate very considerable diffienlties and lead to most incon-
venient deluy in the prosceution of the dclta works, a delay which will result in
much greater loss to Government tha? any possible enhancement. in particular
cases of land compensation would odeagion. 1f the method detailed by the Head
Assistant Cotlector be followed, it would seem that all that is required in nineteen

cgnes out of twenty would be secured.
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4. The Head Assistant Collector is manifestly desirous of doing all in his
power to facilitate the transfer of land in the way required by the rules, and had
he nothing else to do, and were he alone to manage it, no doubt his efforts would be
very successful, but where a great many officers are concerned and many require-
ments have to be attended to, delay is inevitable.  Those ryots, who have a strong
desire to keep their lands very naturally, suggest that a canal or channel should be
cacried on a different alignment, and to satisfy threeor four Revenue Officers of differ”
ent grades that a change of line is not expedient is necessarily a work of time, and
possibly, as the District Engineerintimates, work of patience as well, seeing that to
the uninitiated the reasons fou the adb'ﬁti@idmgﬁar levels must,_be hard to

understand, and"‘*e.:@nﬁtini't\:of ,guh%%% nch channel may seem a
matter of indifference within a considerable distance either way. Where, there.
fore, the land owners acquiesce in the proposal to transfer their lands, it would be
& waste of time and power, it 18 thought, to require that an elaborate process
should be gone through when a simple one will answer the purpose, and there
can be no question of the superior economy of the simple procedure.

5. It may reasonably be asked, howeyer, why applications for land are not, or
cannot be made a year or two before such land is wanted? The answer is that it
is merely a question of establishment. Sothing would be easier, had the Delta
Officers planty of time to spare. As it is, they have so much more than enough
to do to attend to pressing requirements, that it is practically impossible for them
to provide for the futureas well as the present. When a canal or channel is about
to be commenced, its working details are finally settled, and then, and not till
then can the exact extent of land required be gshown on paper. If thereafter two
or three months will suffice to secure possession of the land, the regular process can
be adhered to, if not either the more direct arrangement of allowing the land to be
occupied with the consent of the owner must be sanctioned, or the works must be
frequently postponed until another year.

(Signed) JOIIN,ﬂULLINS, Lieut.-Colonel, R.E.,
Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

No. 528. OrDER THEREON, 20th February 1875, No. 501.

: Tar Government desire to have
‘before them more definite information
A asgo the working of the system under
hich Range Officers in the Godavery Delta have been in the habit of obtaining
e consent of the ryots to the occupation of their lands for the delta irrigation
r canal works, in anticipation of the settlement of compensation and the formal
usfer of the land by the Revenue Officors. It should be shown—

\st.—On what dates applications to the Revenue Officers for formal transfe;-s
e been made, the areas ineluded in sush applications, the dates on which the
nsfors were made, and the rates per acre settled in each case.

- Qudly.—What jands have been taken possession of and occupied with the con-
nt of their owners and on what dates; when the applications for formal transfer

IRRIGATION, No. 39.

rates per acre in each case were,

wore sent to the Revenue Officers; when the transfers were completed ; and what :
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