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- No. 820. :
Pzocezepmigs o» THE Boirp or Revenug, dated 12th February 1875,

Rb&d the following letter from A, MacGREGOR, Esq., Collector of Malabar “to &
J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Cahcut :
7th December 1874, No. 289 i

I mave the honor to forward copy of a letter, dated 21st October 1874,
No. 715, received from the Deputy-Collector, Wynaad, on the subject of the
Lantana weed. This is becoming as great a curse to Malabar, more especially
to Wynaad, as prickly-pear is to Coimbatore. It is especially abundant in North
Wynaad, and a great deal of it is in Government land.

2. I think that Goyernment land covered with it ahould be given, free of
ront, for twelve years, provided that durmg the first four years a quarter of the
land is effectually cleared each year.

3. 'The plant, when left to itself, grows some 15 feet hxgh and gradually
forms an impenetrable thicket, destroying all other vegetation. It increases from
the root and seeds, freely. The seeds are eaten by birds, and germinate readily

~ on any soil, so that the plant spreads rapidly.
: 4. The only effectual way to grapple with the scourge would be by a law
similar to that in Scotland prohibiting the injury of a neighbourly thistle growmg 3
«and, no doubt this would be to the advantage of all. Ido not, however, thinK the~
bject is strong enough to induce a large majority to acquiesce in. e
, law. Fpdica

AR B ek S

I A Ca i sl
ESIE T e R R T

mmmn mq Depntyv(}oﬂeotnr of Wyma o A. memon. m
Collector of Malabar, dsﬁeil Manmtoéﬂy, 21st Ogjober ISM, No. 715, >

Yoo will have observed yoursel how the Lantana plln‘-' is spmﬂiae in and “%"’“ “"“‘W”E" A

* and other parts onynwl 1\0 shelter than bus s can be ble for cheetahs
] ’mﬂ@her‘“; mals, an b the thas, o ey B ' y out and kilf*‘*
~ cattlegrazing on grass m;tnﬂartbm :
 is impossible. ' e e
.9, The destmutuon of cattlo in ﬁns mdnﬁm' psrts of ad, where this plmﬁteoirmuy

extent of md, is becoming quite alarm%ng ,and, adjacent as- ﬁen- lairs are, in a large pa‘ yulous:
 village like ’bigsa, should they once attack, either in defence or o&her eﬂm ‘human wbems%um

& .'"gult 'G‘M&f!&h&ﬁ&&mmglﬂ@*%‘“ﬁq‘ g e ..*{__,7. 4
g B TOLatians s blso makin ing the msshmng-lmds fmm:sem* A s
% 4. would submit that tho vl if now grappl

ulty ; b tspr ing as it is mosh
ey th; expense a.ndt difficulties will W% ré a
" 5. Most of tho lands here belong to privat ‘ ‘ .
e lands. &
‘hemﬁt i ait’:x but be admxtt’eﬂ that the growth of the phnt on thexr lands nl the mom fwm 5 3
foce the plant spreads ; and the shelter it affords to.wik}; imals causes grue destruction ﬁ
’ T, of cattle, nndmayafhumsnhfe :
Same ufi}xe fotwl: land, w;. not much, is tk ’%o 7
' ring the matter to yont
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