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No. 351, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th
February 1875, No. 314 :— - : 5

Read the following lotter from C. E. PLUNKETT, Esq, Depiuly’ Collaator th
charge of the Salt Department, to G. VansAGNEW, Esq., Collector of
Nellore, dated Dugarazupatnam, 20th January 1875, No. 17 :—

I mave the honor to request attention to the diminished stock in hand at of,xr

two most southern salt stations of Tada and Sunnapugunta (Chunambukolam)‘ £

on the shores of the Pulicat Lake, in view to the adoption of such Raniadial
measures as appear to me to be the best and easiest means that can be resorted to
for averting the salt scarcity in those parts that appears to be impending.

9. A salt famine any where is a cause for much apprehension, not only %

fnancially as respects revenue, but also in regard to the effect it is likely to
produce on the health and comfort of the people; and it is all the more to be
avoided in reference to the first of these contingencies at the two stations named

" above, because the shell-pits and shores of the Lake in that neighborhood are so

fortile in the generation of sptntaneous salt that we may be sure without a stock
to meet local wants the people will andoubtedly resort to the use of the spouta-

neous article, or illicit manufacture, that no amount of vigilance will be able to

offectually keep in check, and a loss of revenue be thereby inevitable.

_ 8. I have just been all through this locality, and there remains now at Tada

19,850 maunds and at Sunvapuguunta

* The exact quantity for Sunpapugunta is 10t . ur £ oo thousand maunds,® which,
kf“’“’ according to the present rate of sale
(which by the way is daily rising), will barely equal three months’ sug‘ply, or in
other words, we may expect that by the end of next April, we shall be left at both
places without any salt, except such as we may be able to get up in the }x}@erm}.

4. Arrangements for the prosecution of the manufacture vigorously were set
on foot by me at Tada, and I hope by the time the existing stock is consumed
in April we shall have a¢ least 200 garces, or twenty heaps, of mew salt stored
there with which to goon meeting local wants. And so far as respects this place
present deficiency may be averted, But as respects Sunnapugunta, matters are
by no means as satisfactory. The people there are a most intractable set belong-

ing as they do to another district; they have no interest whatever in the salt

manufacture; they have 8o many other and more profitable meaus of livelihood .
that if any salt is got at Sunnapugunta at all, it is by dint of much pressure and
jnflaence of the salt ostablishment, who without exaggeration have to go some times

daily to each man’s hiouse to turn him out to come and work it the pans, and even
while at work too, the people have to be watched so closely as instances have

occurred of their stealing away and going off into the shell-»pit\a fdr ‘work there

instead. _ —
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Proceedings of the Madras Governmé)’,; Revenue Department,
26th February 1875.

5. I ;i & 4 &
give bplow the transactions of both these stations in the last three

‘ yeari :—
i —
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1 . Tada l%?lli. bt ‘“‘m‘;"- MDS. | MDS. | MAUNDS.
o (A.D.1871-72) 80,000| 61569 | 76:98 |63,9201,659| 83 579 | 10651
. 1282 (A. D. 1872.73) 90,000 | 80,344 | 80-27 74,309 3,073 | 77,882 | 9631
E i 1283 (A. D. 1873-74)] 84,000 | 49, . Lo by ’
E S . 9,907 | 5953 |78,745 2,185 80,930 | 16216
§ s Averago...| 84,667| 63940| 7552 79,525 2,305 | 74,630 | 11673
P Sunnapu-{1281 (A. D. 1871-72)] 20,000
= D, -72) 20,000 10,858 54 29|14,583; 421 14,954 | 18772
k4 guata: lggg %A.D. 1872-73)|- 24,000 13,209 5501 | 7,750 271| 8,031 60-71 -
& 1983 (A D.1873-74)] 14,400] 8,151 | 21'88}13, 179 627| 12,806 | 40641
: | Averags .| 18,486 9073} 4661 | 11,487 440 | 11,827 13145
2 Average of both to- SRS e
} gether e eus © sor | 1041831 78,010 70-11 |83,812| 2,745 | 86,567 | 11865
. ‘? From these figures it will be seen that in none of these years have we been
!{ [ able to complete our Dittam * at either place. Our averagoe outturn at Tada
. - being only §ths of the quantity ordered, and at Sunnapugunta 4661 per cent.
== only, or less than half, Last year was decidedly the worst, and whilst at the one
8 ? station we made very little more than half we wanted, at the other we did not
2 % attain a fourth even. And while this has been so as respects supply, our demand
i- . on the other hand has been much in excess, and at Tada our expenditure last
o year was 62 per cent. *n excess of what we made, and at Sunnapugunta we sold
A me-2 than four times vur outturn or receipts. e y
t tturn of last year that more directly
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Proceedings of the Madras Qoqernment, Revenue Dep&rtment i
96tk February 1875. e |

8. I have shown above in paragraph 4 that at all events as respects Tt"d

there is no room for im;nediat,e apprehension, But it is not the presenl:eonl 2;: ‘:
has to be considered. Suppose for instance that our season this year pr zr'yes .
adverse to the manufacture as that of 1874, what then ? With 60 per cenf ;nl z:
and less than one-fourth at Sunnapugunta ;ve s{all
t us further than November or D,ecember, next, and
d must befal us. In other words, if no step,s are
it will be only to postpone the evil day not

the Dittam in store at Tada,
not have sufficient salt to las

taken now to remedy the deficiency,

to avert it.
9. I venture therefore to request permissi ODE AL o
q permission to re-opés. the etendmicy station

of Pudi. [Its pans lie about one and a half or two miles south of Tada and are abl

by repute to make quite as good salt. In former years it has turned, out as m 1’? 1%
as 500 garces 1 believe, but as the pans have been out of use o0 long and have to“:;e
reorganized, I suppose 300 garces is as much as we may calculate on from Pudi thi
year. In all respects it is very similar to Tada, which was favorably mentioned bn
Dr. Ratton and reckoned to be well laid out. Moreover, I do not reaonﬁnend it{
retention permanently, but only as the most feasible and easy means of meeting a
present pressure until such time as Tada is extended and enlarged, for which thgm

is ample room, and also until the pending question as to the abolition i sekembion

of Sunnapugunta, and the opening of another station in the Chingleput District in

its stead, is disposed of.
10. I would not m

a sub-station under the Ta

ake Pudi a separate division in itself, but would put it as
da Salt Superintendent, who might be allowed some addi-
tional remuneration, say 15 Rupees a-month as horse allowance, so as to beiihle 46 -
exercise a proper supervision over the two places_daily.« A station establishment 1
will, of course, be required, and I beg to propose as follows :—

Additional remuneration to Salt Superintendent ... 31'5' .
1 Agsistant Superintendent ... v e e e 25 90
Bl s b vl g e Wehl S ea SRR 12
RMEARIE s e vl N s ) VR e gL
A T i R it
3 Vettiyans each 5 Rupees o oo .o oo aee Do 15 i

Total monthly cost ... -7;
& ]

In addition the platform wanfs some repair, roughly o
a Police watch-hut 25 Rupees, and a temporary Kacheri

Rupees, total 400 Rupees. ‘
There will be, moreover, an extra Police guard req“ired" oo

data on which this is caleulated, 1 am unable to furnish O hut
General of Police could be asked to give the requisite instrnction; ﬁnd
from the salt budget if necessary. I should say one Head ,Con

hile manufacture is going on, and four men Ty il th.
mple. 1 would not keep a treasury on the Pudi Plaz
begun, which is not likely to be for another six months
nces to the Tada Salt Kacheri daily ; the distance is no;
and it will be exactly gimilar to what is done now at
o Padasti Division, whe: ¢ ise-distance is four

e

>t 3 gl et g %
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aware of the

the Inspector-
the charge be met

head afterwards will be a
form ; but after sales are
1 would send the remitta
more than three miles,
Devarampaud, the sub-station of th
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Proceedjngs of the Madras Government, Revene Department,
26ih February 18795.
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Kacheri st

m'ﬂen, and the collections are sent daily to the Padarti Salt Division
Bll’lmgnnu_ : |
. }1.  The matter being very urgent and it being most desirahle that 83 little
timo as possible should be lost, I beg that if my proposals m cet your APPTO val they
e e sanction without delay, and the Board be requested to telegraph
to you their orders. A
12. Itis perhaps but necessary that before conelu
. refer to but one point more by way of explanation. In paragraph 24 of the
Proceedings,® passing orders on Dr-
Ratton’s first. report on the districts,
orably mentioned and the
ps be asked why

ding this letter I should

¥ No%fatwj 22nd August 1874,

-

) e
they observed, with reference to Tada, * the division is fav
manufacture capable of extension if needed.” It may thus perha
these orders have mnot been attended to by me, and why if more salt ia wanted 8%
Tada, I am not endeavoring to extend the pans there, but rather advocating the
re-opening of an abolished station. In reply, I cannot I suppose do better than quote

here werbatim my remarks on this point, under date the 27th September last, in ™Y

weekly diary submitted to you.

 As the Board’s Proceedings, No.
orders with reference to Dr. Ratton’s first repor
northern distriets of the Presidency, reached me a

Friday, I took the opportunity of coveral of the manufacturers ap ;
in a body to instruct them on yarious points in which their present systemjis defec-
sive. I also impressed on them the necessity for working hard next seasot, and
as it appears from the result of the last few years that the pans at this Cotaur are
pot equal to the demand, L offered to lease them new pans, for which there 13 plenty
of room, as mentioned in paragraph 24 of the Proceedings mferred. to. I also‘oﬂ'ered
to make them a condensing tank in accordance with the instructions given in same
ﬁngraph, and they were very eager, and it seemed as_if 1 was to be overwhelmed
with applications for new pans. But then came the hiteh. I told them,‘however,
new: pans will be leased on the condition that they are to be made after a given plan,
worked ¢hat I would draw up; that on no

2,350, dated 22nd August 1874, passmg
t on the salt manufacture 11 the

fter my arrival at this
pearing before me

- and worked according to certain definite rules |
| and work the new pans according to mamool ;

account would they be allowed to form ¢ : . '
and that whoever failed abide by the rules thus preseribed for him would forfeit
se else willing to conform to my terms.

o given away to some 0
them. It was quite 2 poser; and it was rather amusing to

This was OEma\ar

soe men Who previgh ly were full of joy and eoucern to get more panus, atonce £all
3 ¥ oy 97

back and not le application Was mude. .

; - that the Board's order in question had my

From these remarks it will be seen
ful. I have every hope, however, of being

jmmediate attention, but was not sucfcess : :
able to effect it not this year certainly, but in next and ‘the following probably ;
and as stated by me above in paragraph 9, I resort to Pudi as a temporary measure,
as the easiest and most ready means of adverting a threatened salt scarcity and loss

hars it is most desirable to prevent it. It

of revenue in @ locality where of most ot
asier to take up pans abolished not many years ago, and work them on

is always € . ’
an emergency with a willing and anxious sot of men, than to attempt 10 3 hurry to
ans with men who are already unable to give us the salt

»

.___-——"“'-—.’_—’"”—-.{ N

il | ht February 1875.

~ Tada Salt Superintendent.
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 Propudings of the Madras, Government, Revenue Depirtment
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want, Tt is not laod for new pans that we oo

 No.si2,

f‘-a'»-v,wrv:_._
v . -

(Signed)  @. Vaws &

roquest ha i the piopo
4 NeLromg,

- Tlﬁ Board iéprévé E;memﬁy' t!;e e Ooll e T g
he abandoned salt stati ly the Deputy Collector's proposals for re-opening
salt stotion at Pudi 4s & tamporary measure, and placing S T

Lous
T,

t once; the requisite funds being met from savings i
e it ek | ing met from savings in the a

 struction and Repair. ' it albns the allo
' tainment of the requi

o

includes Rupees 15 for additional re

Harly B0 e diamegtol 55 the
3. As regards the Police guard

~ the Superintendent of Boliée, submit
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