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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
25th February 1875. %

No. 306. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th
January 1875, No. 4 :—

Read the following letter from R, K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly,
to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 21st
November 1874, No. 623 : — =5 :

Witn reference to Government Proceedings, No. 106, dated 23rd January
1874, I have the honor to report on the work performed from Special Funds in the
villages under the Streevaygundum Anicut on the south bank of the river. .

2. These villages are twenty-seven in number, and works have been executed
from Special Funds in twelve of these, The works executed consist of five tanks
calculated to hold an aggregate of 12,000,000 cubic yards of water, fifty-two :
masonry works, sluices und‘calingulahs, sixteen miles of roadway, sixteen miles of [
drainage channel, and forty miles of delivery and branch channel ; the fast
mentioned, however, are but a fraction of what are required ; but my approaching
departure from the distriet necessitates winding up the accounts and prevents my
commencing the numerous works required on the north bank of the river.

3. The revision of assessment has been carried on in the Tenkarei Taluq
‘throughout the current year, and an opportunity has thus been aﬁ‘orded of studying
the requirements of these twenty-seven villages over and over again, It was from tho

- first apparent that but little reliance could be placed on direct irrigation from the

channels—the head sluice for the main channel is small, the great Kadamba Tank
has to be filled up on the occurrence of every fresh before water can pass fur her
eastward, the soil traversed by the channels is sandy, and the evaporation d ’mg
the high winds of the south-west monsoon is excessive. Attention was therelforé ‘
directed to increasing the storage of water in the area about to be irrigated, and
several old tanks were restored ; but as irrigation without drainage is useless, steps
were taken to get rid of the accumulation of water in the low lands towards the
coast, and to provide a free passage for the surplus of the Kadamba Tank which
used formerly to find its way over the fields. At the same,time, the bank of the
Kadamba Tank and that of the main channel leading to it were cleared of obstrue-
tions and opened out wide enough to carry a roadway for a great part of their
length, and earthwork was thrown up for another road through much of the waste
land to be irrigated. Finally, small sluices were built in the distribution channels
and a large number of minor branch channels were cat from these sluices to carry
water to the fields. The estimated cost of these works was Rupees 61,391, and the
sale of the right of occupancy of 2,007 acres has realized Rupees 55,575 ; there G
#till remains as much more waste land to be parted with, but the best has of course gl
been selected and further purchasers hold back until they see tlhe water flow to UM oy
the fields. All the works commenced have been completed with the exception of :
the roads, two drainage channels, and some ten branch channels which will be
completed by the end of the year. | : it B e
4, The estimates were prepared by the sub-division officers, Department
Public Works, and countersigned by the District Engineer and Collector, and com-
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part of the works. The execution of 2,356 cubie yards of mmnrj; and 56:4,90@
cubic yards of earthwork was carried out under the immediate supervisio

t

= L



AR L et

-

Proceedings of the Madras Gaverﬁrnent, Reven
25th February 1875,

ue Department,

i L

Vencatachariar; Special A;;siatant for ;

3 or Settlement, and Kijst :

Classifier in the Setflaidant Do ’ istnasawmi Ayengar, Head
: : partment, and these offi

ight and have spared no labor or trouble to got the works 2::11:; aeden

5. Besides the lands parted wi s gear

were given in exchange for putta lands tak ,

and the Government have thus bee % Nk bada

Rupees 5,000, ‘

X y Or an aver
an acre. All, however, will not be irrigated this y,eat—-high lzvg;:;f“iup:el‘;-&o
: € 1o be cut

down and hollows filled in : the thorn j : i :

till fit to cut; branch cham’mls have in itx:ng)} ZZ:@ZP;(:: igllr:f ;ﬂat\lﬂty it R
fmd a’gricultural laborers must be induced to seftle in a "‘0 i i ﬁel'ds;
taliabited. I have, therefore, thought it bettor to regist u_mr}try g
fields as may be irrigated this year aislind . e
they are actually irrigated.
fer being easily made, as in every case the technical class and sort show

register is the ¢lass and sort which should -
irrigation, s wid stand when the land is broug

y such
n in the

7. : Thfa accompanying map shows these Special Fund works
works in this map are colored blue, and the roadways red, :
per{o?nie(li .also enclose a memorandum with rough sketches of the principal works

9. Of the total expenditure,
petty establishments, Rupees 1,431
50,144 on masonry andl earthwork.
earthwork Anna 1-2 per cubie yard.

10. The Distriet Engineer acoomp
oqcasions and approved of what was done,
also recently inspected the works. The s
Works, Mr. Falvey, gave a great deal of hi

The irrigation

Rupees 4.:,000 were spent on supervision and

on contingencies and sundries, and Rupees

The masonry averaged Rupees 3-10.1 and the
)

Excrosuzz No, 2.—Map.

ExcrosurE No, 8.—) :
M?morandum with rough sketches of principal works performed

ht under

St i
ol g

TS T R L S AL RN S Ui el R R e
k Yol TRy )

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
25th February 1875.

2. The work which has been done under the permission accorded to requirs
premia to be paid before giving waste land under the Streevaygundum Anicut fo
applicants, and to expend the money in distribution works, ete., surpasses even
the expectations of the Board, which, knowing as they did the antecedents of
Mr. Puckle, were very sanguine. There are few officers in the Presidency who
could have shown such results in so short a time and at so small a cost, and they
reflect the highest credit both on Mr. Puckle and on Vencatachariar, the
Special Assistant for Settlement, and Kistnasawmi Ayengar, Head Classifier, who,
Mr. Puckle says, have worked day and night and spared no labor or trouble. It
must not be forgotten, also, that the Distriet Engineer, Mr. Rundall, and other
officers of the Department Public Works in the district, prepared the estimates,
measured the work performed, and assisted in all with hearty good will. A large
tract of country has been permanently enriched and made eminently productive,
and Government, who under ordinary circumstances would have had to expend
fifty or sixty thousand Rupees, have had to pay nothing. ;

3. Thereportrefers only to the twelve out of the twenty-seven villages on the
south bank of the river in which distribution works, etec., had to be constructed. The
other fifteen, the Board believe, consisted for the most part of wet land even before
the anicut was constructed. In these twelve villages, there were some 4,000 acres

of irrigable waste, but about 2,000 of them were better situated than the rest and
the Collector had to look to them for the required funds. - As is clearly explained

by Mr. Puckle, tanks were wanted to store water in different parts of the tract
as well as sluices and calingulahs and -channels for supply and drainage, and roads
were required to connect points, the communication between which had been
severed by the new irrigation. The cost of the works was estimated at Rupees
61,391, and Mr. Puckle imposed an upset price of Rupees 30 an acre, and offered
the unoccupied land at this rate to the resident villagers. When the resident
villagers did not come forward for any of the land, it was sold by auction, and
altogether Rupees 55,575 were realized from 2,007 acres, which, when irrigated as
some are now, and all will be in a year or two, will yield an assessment of
Rupees 8,778. ‘ ey ;

4. The summary of work done given in paragraph 2 speaks for itself. It
was not till the end of January that permission to commence it was given and
most is finished now, and all will be finished by the end of the calendar year.

'The memoranda map and sketches submitted with the rbport._ make it very clear

and add considerably to its value.
5. The tract on the north bank of the river, which is still untouched, must

- of course be dealt with in the same manner, or there will be great discontent ;

but now that Mr. Puckle has been called away from the district for which he has
done so much, more will have to be left to the Department Public Works, and
the Board do not doubt that it will be in good hands.

- (A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed)

J. GROSE,

S&Cl»'d&ryo ‘










 the roads, two drainage channels,

A as Q»

,c.é"/d\f/“ ‘

P S
 alinb G

-

,Lt‘h LA
0 1»3?"“
5 4

Ly = A -0
4
> ” >
s e
AL e

w SA" \Z:.V

eyl C‘

.

Y

[TARS

"""L~-¢-"‘l’444}:¢,r[ el o/ il il ot 41 B e

. been selected and further

I S ot also recently in}si)eot‘ed’ the works,

.
ey N
; i

sale of the right of occupancy of 2,007 acres has realiz

ed Rupees 55,575 ; there
still remains as much more waste land to be parted with, bat the best has of course

r purchasers hold back until they see the water flow to
-the fields. All the works commenced have been completed with the exception of

and some ten branch channels which will be
completed by the end of the year,

« .+ 4. The esti;p‘é,tes were pi'epal;ed by the sub-division officers, Department
Publie'Works, and countersigned by the Distriet Engineer and Collector, and com-
pletion certificates have been granted by the\ sub-division officer for the greater

part of the works. The execution of 2,356 cubic yards of masonry and 564,200
cubic yards of earthwork was carried out under the immediate superv
Vencatachariar, Special Assistant for Settlement, a

1 Settlement Department, and the
pared no labor or trouble to get

9. Besides the lands parted with to

pervision of
ud Kistuasawmi Ayengar, Head
se officers have worked day and
the works finished this year.

purchasers of oceupancy, 114 acres
en up for tank beds, channels, ete.,

d compensation to the extent of some
Rupees 5,000, . A

6. ;Priority of purchase of the right of ocen
to the villagers at the upset price fixed, which
the villagers did not care to

pancy was in all cases conceded

was usually 30 Rupees an aere, if
d purchase, the lands were laid out in blocks of one
acre each, and sold by aucti

: auction, the average price realized was Rupees 28 an acre.
The assessment of the ares taken is R B TTR Be B o |

P e th 8 bave in many cases yeﬁtobe brought to the fields ;
Ty ‘“d agricultural l‘a‘bore%b must be i in " ' g

inhabited. I have, théfe;fd‘fe,_thought it bette

7. The accompanylng _malp shows these Specw.l Fu
works in this map are colored blue, )

nd works. The irrigation
A and the roadways red, ’

8. L also enclose 2 memorandum ‘
performed, - '

9. Of the total expenditure, Rupees 4‘;9&9 =
petty establishments; Rupeas 1 431 on contingencies. o
50,144 on masonry and earthwork. The nmem/ya T2

(

S

W A A e

m with vough sketches of the principal works

sundries, and Rupees 3
Rupaes 3-10;11; gmd_me |
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