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| Proceedings of the Mad?as Gyvernment, Revenue Depariment,
| |18l Fe wary 1875.
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No. 226.|  Read thy X’ followingféf’roceedin\gs of the Board of Revenue, dated 26th
January 1875',5,1%,3170'2 i LR T g

Read the following letter  from:’ |
J. GROSE, Esq., Secr fary o the Board of Revenucj dated Calicut,
19th December 1874, No. 302 :— . SR
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rmation of the Board, tha

T mave the honor to reports for the -nf at one
kodan Chekutti Panikar of Eadakara Amshom, Kurumbranad Talug, died heirless
on the 26th September 1870. 5

9. The deceased has left property fto the value of about 58,000 Rupees,
which the Tahsildar of Kurumbranad, the late Sub-Collectors, Messrs, Spedding
and Logan, recommended should be escheated to Government.

3. One Cherunni (a female), however, asserts herself and her twe-viilldren
to be the heirs to the deceased; on the ground that she is the daughter of the
deceased Panikar’s sister. When Chekutti Panikar was exceedingly ill, the first
Revenue Inspector of the taluq took a statement from him, in which the former
declared that his only surviving heirs were Cherunni and her children. But he
therein described her as the daughter of his maternal aunt. ;

When in September 1849, Chekutti Panikar was examined by -the then
Tahsildar of Kurumbranad, he admitted before that officer that he had .o"rﬂ;ly one
heir by name Raman, and a distant relation named Chekutti, who had no right to
inherit his property. But in this statement no mention is made of Cherunni,
who, judging from her present age, should have been over twenty years of age
when the above deposition was given; had she been a legal heir as she now

contends, it is improbable that her name would have been omitted in the said

document, more especially considering that in the absence of a eurviving female

member the extinction of a family is a mere question of time, and Raman, who

was stated to be the heir, died according to Chekutti ‘P‘anikgr’s own statemént
before him ; so that we may fairly conclude that at present there is no one en-

' titled to succeed to the deceased Panikar'’s estate. Looking at the fact that the

‘under such circumstonces.

first of these statoments was made when he was quite infirm and alarmingly illin

direct opposition to his former statement made when he was in perfect health and

ast=anotheof mind, there is much room to conclude that Chekutti Panikar had not
the full exorcise of his own independent judgment when he made the statement .

bofore the Revenue Inspector, but that he was simply swaged by;tﬁe:_.miﬁce;of

1

some designing men, and theit,;nbnﬁeqﬂmﬂy; no weight i.gj&gx"e;,[ﬁg'g mtakemsnﬁ' mage

4. Bosides, there is a wide discrepancy in the‘statements made by b
Chekutti P nikar and Cherunui as to ﬁhé.rélaﬁdhghip in which they are s&i d to
have stood to each other. Chekutti Panikar’s son, who had been living with his -
futher till the death of the latter, was not able tostrace the relationship that existed
between. his father and Cherunni, and that the faot.that ix} a d?e‘d qf gift executed
by the said Panikar to his son, no one has signed it as }n hexl;r,. Zoes .far to esta-
blish the presumption that the claim seb up by Chernnni is fictitious ; for had not
ekutti Panikar's son could not but have been aware of it,

guch been the case, Chel | : ’
and the omission to inglude Cherunni in the deed of gift could not bave oceurred,

«:}*M - REGOR, Esq., Coliv: ">t Malabar, to  *
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fully to’obta’ was Ran}a Panikar's son-inlaw and Kariastan, colltl’i"ed g = UPa
RS ‘"bp“5§93810n and management of*the property. That the red o PR
which tho fn a5t to light may be attributed to the negligent MAME
; P al“";y w;m C?Ilducted by the Revenue Officials of the time:
o e'xecuted'cerlt):: i mt: in the years 1818 and 1824, when the said e to suc*
i ceed him ; alsnn Security honds, he stated in them that he had 0o g Ion '
: gave secur,it ’ ﬁ’ ";1 @ statement he made in 1837 beforo the Tahsildar ¥ l:-l
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4% . 5 the deceased, R * g admission, These points are important as showing ing.
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i Panikar, mldldaot‘;ds;,%nefl by Unichakotti Punikar, Karanavan of the sal §O
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11. The Tahsildse of the  furuin} zjad Talng, who on the first- instance
5 1 o | T 7 | y % . - a
conductec. the present 1aquli -y ind, !\Uzb' 0 7, s a1 of considerabl experience
. vig g
r

‘and thoroughiy reliable, « s long™ 2 Con v, the talug 1d Axions:va Jocal

knowledge gave Lim every falidity 16 coming at a correct decisio.’.

12, 1 am of opinion that the estate in question should be declared as
escﬁaated to Go‘ve_rnmen_t. Bl :

" The property is' now reported to be in the possession anci"occupation of the

2

-several tenants of the.decea.sed Chekutti Panikar, and the landlord’s share is not
* paid to anybody. The documents relating to the property are under the custody

of the Deputy Tahsildar of Quilandy, while the house and moveables are under y

~ the care of the officials of the Eadakara Amshom.

13. In conclusion, I submit copies of the correspondence on the subject
from Messrs. Spedding and Logan, and translation of the Tahsildar’s report - .,,

2l

Excrosuies Nos. 1 to 4.—Copies of Correspondence.

"Susyrrrep for the orders of Government:”
2. The Board concur with the Collector.
(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Bigned) ~ H. E. STOKES, |,
Acting Secretary.

i e T S
No. .‘?27. Ogprr THEREON, 18th February 1875, No. 264. :

Tae last person having a proper
legal éState to the property was, ac-
cording to the Collector’s, letter, Ramen
Panikar who died in M. E. 1024 (about 1850). Chekutti Panikar, his daughter’s
hushand, has occupied the property since that time in virtue, no doubt, of his wife’s
connection with the heirless head of the family. : ¥ :

9. Chekutti Panikar apparently has children, and if they are by Rama Panikar’s
daughter, their case is worthy of consideration if the ohject be to escheat. These
would be the natural heirs, and further information is required about them.

3. The connoction between Cherunni and Chekutti Panikar is not made out.
The forme, asserts that she is the danghter of the latter’s sister, and if so, she would
be a good elaimant if the property belonged to Chekutti’s Tarward. 'But.it. appears
that it must rut in Ramen Panikar’s family, and of course Cherunni is no member of
that family. ‘ S TR :

4 The Government therofore reject Cherunni’s claim, and direet further
inquiry about Ramen Panikar’s direct descendants. L

: * (True Extract.) :
(Signed)  C. G. MASTER,
Acting Secretary to Government.

Miscellaneous.

To the Board of Revenue. :

fixd. W. H. French.
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"""‘f’gxbczznmas orlT v BOAR‘{’OE Iy gnug, dated 26th January 1875.
epdttio following lotter frdm“A?‘&fi}:Qf)REGOR, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to *
< 3 GROSE, Esq., fecreiary to the Board of Revenuy, dated Calicut,
e 19th December 1874, No. 302 :—
I EAVE. the honor to report, for the information®of the Board, that one Kola-
~ kodan Chekutti Panikar of Fadakara Amshom, Kurumbranad #l'alug, died heirless
son the 26th September 1870. ‘ '
w20 e decemsed has left property to the value of about 58,000 Rupees,
which the Tahsﬂigr of Kurumbranad, the late SBub-Collectors, Messrs. Spedding
and Logan, recommended should be escheated to Government. :

3.. One Cherunni (a female), However, asserts herself and her two children
to be the heirs to the deceased, on the‘gx_;ci:nndt“*"that she is the daughter of. the
deceased Panikar’s sister. When Ghekutti Panikar was exceedingly ill, ihg?jﬁfat
Revenue Inspector of the taluq took a statement from him, in wlich tj,‘:_.,fji.}xixér
declared that his only surviving heirs were Cherunni and her children. But he
therein described her as the daughter of his maternal aunt, :

When in September 1849, Chekutti Panikar was examined by the then
Tabsildar of Kurumbranad, he admitted before that officer that he had only one
heir by name Raman, and a distant relation named Chekutti, who had no right to
inherit his property. But in this statement no mention is made of Cherunni,
who, judging from her present age, should have been over twenty years of age
when the above deposition was given; had she been a legal heir as she now
contends, it is improbable that her pame would have been omitted in the said

- document, more especially considering that in the absence of a surviving female
member the extinction of a family is a mere question of tims, and Raman, who
" was stated to be the heir, died according to Chekutti Panikar’s ow . statement
before him ; sc that we may fairly conclude that at present there is no one en-
titled to succeed to the doceased Panikar’s estate. Looking e¢ the fact that the
first of these statements was made when he was quite infirm and alarmingly ill in
direct opposition to his former statement made when he was in perfect health and
strength of mind, there is much room to conclude that Chekutti Panikar, had not
the full exercise of his own independent judgment when he made the statement
before the Revenue Inspector, but that he was simply swaged by the artifice of
gome designing men, and that, consequently, no weight is due to a statement made
- under such cimq‘@)n‘qggnc@slr o R e 5
4, Besides, there is ar‘vii;dé‘f'disbi'epéfﬁcy in the statements made by the said
Chekutti Panikar and. Cherunni as to the relationship in which they are said to
have stood to each other. Chekutti ,Panikat?a’"wn; who had"f@nfﬁ"iﬂg ~with his
father till the death of the latter, was not able to trace the relationship that existed
‘etween his father and Cherunni, and that the fact that in a deed of gift exetat
his son, no one has signed it as his bheir, goes far to esta-l

by the said Panikar to
plish the presumptior that the claim set up by Cherunpi is fictitious ; for had nof|
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and the on.ission to 1. :lude Cherunni in

5. Further, it has been satisfactor)
neighbours of Cherunni, that she is in
Panikar.

6. On the other hand, whether &e i ‘*é;{gea ‘Ch’e)kutti Panikar was himself
entitled to the property which is the subject-matter of the present,‘lispu‘te, is
doubtful ; for the last representative of the Tqrward in question was one Kola-
kodan Rama Panikar, wha died in M. E. 1024, now twenty-five years ago,
an it seems that, with his dedth, his fan;ily became extinct. Chekutti Panikar,
however, who was Rama Panikar’s son-in-law and Kariastan, contrived unlaw-
fully to obtain possession and méﬁéEémenthT the property.- That the real facts
were not then brought to light may be attributed to the negligent manner in

he deyd of gift rou'd not have occurred
' rm%&hy the/>vi¢ ence of certain of the
by Felated /o ’he deceased Chekutti

L

_which the inquiry was conducted by the Revenue Officials of the time.
7. It appears that in the years 1818 and* 1824, when the said Rama Panikar

executed certain security bonds, he stated in them that he had no heirs to snc-
ceed (h““; alsn, in a statement he made in 1837 before the Tahsildar when he

| \g,,,,\,'\gqqrity fgr the post of Adigary of the Nadtivallur Amshom, he appears to
k? “.  have repeated the same admission. These points are important as showing that

-~

b«
c’—’)

the deceased, Rama Panikar, had no heirs to inherit his property. Moreover, in &
deed of adoption signed by Unichakotti Panikar, Karanavan of the said Rama
Panikar, and dated M. E. 978, now seventy years ago, proposing to adopt two
males and a female from Karingattingal Edom Tarwad, it is stated that there
were no heirs in Rama Panikar’s Tarwad ; as also in the deed executed in the
same year by the Rajah of Kurumbranad to the said Panikar, conzintiz wiven to
the proposed adoption ; but as Rama Panikar objected to the measure, the adop-
tion was not made. 3 ‘ _ L b,

8. The above documents were obtained in the course of the inquiry through
Mr. Logan, who gives it as his opinion that their very appearance shows that they
are genuine, and [ concur in this opinion. It will also be seen that Rama Panikar
distinetly stated that he left no heirs to succeed him. Pl ‘

9. Ina Vakilatnama executed by Rama Panikar in a Civil Suit, be styled
Chekutti as his Anandiravan, a point on which the latter appears to have relied
much in seeking to establish his claim. At this period, Chekutti was, as already
mentioned, Rama Panikar’s son-in-law and Kariastan, a position in which it was
easy for him to have styled himself as Anandiravan in the said document with or
without the knowledge of his master. Hence his argument on this score falls to

the ground.

- 10. On a careful consideration of all these papers, I am of opinion that, with
the death of Rama Panikar, his family became extinct; since then Chekutti Panikar
usurped the position and property of the said Rama Panikar, and with the latter’s
death, which occurred in 1870, his family likewise became extinet, and circum-
starices leave no doubt upon my mind that Cherunni, the present claimant, is not
;ue tegal heir to the deceased Panikar. Apparently she has been prompted by

ome person to set up this false claim with the evident intention of securing the

7 ;

<

}:f “ Encmsuméiv'Nos. 1 to 4.—Copies of Correspondence. = * = ¢
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property in the samp
" them. I request particplar attent 10
had with her at a fi
five years old at the .

tel of Ramon’suenti when she must have been twenty.

| ) ; 11. The Tahsilcariof the lxur.}l abranad Talug, who on the first instance
) ¢z, is a man of considerable experience

‘ & v
and thoroughly reliable. His long “nuection with the talug and extensive local

conducted the present inguiry iito.d

knowledge gave him every facility por coming at a correct decision.
12. 1 am of opinion t

escheated to Government.
The property is now reporte

the care of the officials of the E:;x.daliara Amshom.

from Messrs. Spedding and I:ann, a

- ]
~

, : SusmirteD for the orde%%éf Government.
2. The Board concur the Collector.

LER (K true Copy and Extract.)
l i : ' » P
i Acting Secretary.
‘ To the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
with four original enclosures.
Copy to the Collector of Malabar. .

Exd. W. H. French.

| fraudulent maurer, a Chekutti Fai}ikar himsel? obtained
{> Mr. Logan’s acccant of an I iterview he
o near '[éllichaivy, when she described herself as, being

hat' the estate in question should be declared as

d to be in the possission and occupation of the
several tenants of ghe decgased Chekutti Panikar, and the landlord’s share is not

! ‘ paid to anybody. The documents relating: to the property are under the cuﬁiy
- of: the Deputy-T ahsildar of Quilandy, while the house and moveables are ungder
l

13. In conelusion, I submit copies of the correspondence on the subject
nd translation of the Tahsildar’s report:
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Kolakodan Chekutti Panikar-—of x",.
Amshom, Kuorumbranad Talug, in Mgisb
. District.~Letter from Collector, reporting ¢h
& this individual died heirlesg'on the 26th Septem-

ber 1870, and stating that, in his opinion, "his
property to the value ¢ about Rupees 58,000
- be declared as eschea’fd to Government, sub-
‘ orders of fovernment with remark
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