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Proceedings of the Mudras Government, Public Works Department,
8th No’vemlje?' 1875.
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Read the following papers :—

No. 193. Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Revénue Department,
dated 9th August 1875, No. 1,192.
ABSTRACT.— Money compensation for lands tajen up for Public Works.—Referring

to the Department of Public Works for remarks Board’s Proceedings requesting informa-
tion as to whether the Instructions given in G.0., 17th April 1875, No. 778, relative

No. 448.
REFERRED to the Controller of Public Works Accounts for report,
(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Major-General, R.E.,
Ooracamunp, . Secretary to Government, P.W.D.

27th August 1875,

No. 193-A. From Captain L. OONWAY—GORDON, R.E., Controller of Public

' Works Accounts, to Major-General G. W, WALKER, R.E, Secretary
to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort 8t. George, 20th
October 1875, No. 110 W. ¥ ‘

Wira reference to your letter, No. 446, dated 27th August 1875, forwarding to
me for report a copy of the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, under date 17th
June 1875, with regard to the payment of eompensation for land taken up for publie
works, I have the honor to submit, for the consideration of Government, the following
remarks, : Lo

2. The observations of the Board have reference to the pPayment of compénsation
of land v :
1sZ—1In cases where the land has been already taken up, and
2nd.—In all future cases where land may be required. -

3. Taking the second of these first in order, the rules at present in foree for
taking up land for public works are as follow :— B

The estimate for a work drawn up by a Public Works Officer invariably includes
the value of the site, the price per acre for the land entered in the estimate being as
advised by the Civil authorities, to whom the Publie Works Officer applies to learn
the probable cost of this item in the estimate, : 1 i

On the estimate being sanctioned, and the land required for the c&mmeneement

of the work, the Public Works Officer submits the ease to the Civil authorities, who,

if they find either by voluntary agreement ,r under Act X. of 1870 they can secure
the land for about the amount entered in the est{mate, then and there acquire it and
hand it over to the Public Works Department, If, on the contrary, the (ivil
authorities find there is likely to be any considerable excess over the sanetioned
amount, they apply again to the Public Works Officer either to submit to Government

- & revised estimate for the increased sum required, or to arrange for some cheaper ground

by changing, if possible, the site of the building. S _
4. These instractions appear clear, and if carried out it is evident that for the
price that may eventually be paid for the land there is in every case a pre-existing
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9. Asre
Civil authoritygt?)rgzlfgiltml ll:fl}’ments for ompensation, the ordinary course is for the
bill, forwards it to the O at Il to the Distriet Engineer, who, after countersigning the
the payment, which ev: nt oller. On return of the audited bill, the Collector makes
Department as g debit 4, &ua”y oPbears in our Exchange Accounts with the Civil
Range Officer concerned of : Pubhc. Works Department. The Controller advises the
appears in the Range Ac;u“:e de}nt thus raised, and in this way the item finally
the work, "' against the provision made forland in the estimate for
6. The Board ; s 4
pre-audit on the ;ﬁtmoft};;u Paragraph 3 suggast that there is no necessity for this
@ Controller, | think the necessity exists simply on the

ground that
% payments for land ape not made by the Public Works Officer who keeps

th? aoe'ounts of the work in which th

with- the Collector havin '
: g full ‘Power, without ref

Prlcesof a"l[%h lal;d takfm up for publie works under thee;::;::o ntﬂh g de’, by
: e foregoing remarks apply to all future cases, : i "lm‘edv ‘
3 . X ses m ; |
:;):h?:l;l;c v;ox;l;s, whether Imperial, Provincial, or Localt y ;111:1(:1: landdn::y ::t!:g uiéi'
i Ahav.an ,b any case has oceurred of land having been oocupi:]g:,rimxﬂ; com znsa-
| ing been pa:ud, and from the terms of the B 's letter I am raluolzanﬂs’

to me almost a - mi :
misuse of the word ¢ sapsgip ? to apply it in respect to a liability which

Government has alrgady.iucunedz and which could be legally enforced against

Government in any Court of Lagy.

P{oceedmgs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

8th November 1875.

honesty reqﬁires that debts should be settled before further expenditure is incurred.

The discussion should, in my opinion, be limited to the single issue of how most speedily

can be settled claims in the adjustment of which I feel keenly that the honor and

credit of this Government are alike involved, : , :
10. 8o far from limiting the powers of the Collectors in settling past claims for

o
meet the necessities of the case.
and that all Civil Officers should be held re

the present outstanding claims. R
11. In the settlement of such claims I agree with the Board of Revenue that

I am of opinion that a definite date should be fixed,
sponsible Tor settling, within that date, all

 the countersignature of the District Engineer, as a guarantee that the land has been

taken for public works, will be sufficient withput reference to this office. Besides, the
Government of India have already laid down that the award of the Court or a certified
copy of it is a sufficient authority to the Controller to pass charges for compensation
when the land has already been taken up, = ,

12.  The claims themselves must be met from the Public Works Budget, but it
is an open question whether the interest at 6 per cent. per annum, which under the
Act such claims carry from the date of occupation, should not be more fairly a
«charge on the Civil Budget in all cases when the delay in payment has not been
directly caused by the officers of the Public Works Department.

13. In paragraph 5 of their Proceedings, the Board of Revenue point out that

Collectors should eatisfy themselves before making payments that there is provigion -

in the estimate of the work and the Budget. |
The rules more properly point out the advisability of taking all these precautions

before the land is occupied and Government committed to the expenditure. After any
of Her MajeSty’s subjects have for purposes of State been ousted from their property,
it is to me perfectly inconceivable that any doubt should exist as to their right to the
immediate payment of the money compensation awarded them. The orders of the

Government of India are explicit on the point,

tions of the Board. ‘ ,
“On all occasions, however, the first duty of the Local Departmental Authori-

ties is to pay up in full from the General Mignds at their command the

whole amount of the judicial award under the mﬁ%imw’«
14. The proposals of the Board of "Revenuétin paragraph 4 annual
provision in the Public Works Imperial Budget for past claims on account of land

might, if accepted, be almost held to imply a recognition on the part of the Public

Works Department that the present irregular system of taking up land without paying *

down oombensation is to continue. The Board of Revenue doubtless do not contemplate

- the continuance of such a system to the extent of its requiring a regular annual

Budget provision, but as the proposal of the Board might undoubtedly bo held to

have-this meaning, I do not think in its present shape it should be entertained, e
the remaining months of the current official year are not sufficient for the adjustment
of the outsfanding claims for land, an-exceptional provision might be made in the ¢
next year’s Budget at the special request of the Board of Revenue. For the future the
estimates for works included in the Public-Werks Budgets should include the value

of the land required, and this can be made aviilable to the Civil' Department for =

disbursement as soon as the land is occupied,

ensation, I am of opinion that the action hitherto taken has been inadequate to

and are at variance with the sugges-
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