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 Proceedings of tbeMcgdms Government, Revenue De;bdftment,
Lst November 1875. 5 e
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:Rea"l the following :—

No. 5.  Proceedings of, thg Board of, Révenue, dated 18th Sepfémber 1875,

-
. i

No. 2,556. ) BTl e e A e ‘ ; g
Read the following letter from W.R, ROBE XTSON, Es.q.‘, M.R.A.C., Stipefin}tend—

‘1' ent of Government ‘Farms, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary

to the Board of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 21st August 1875, No. 445.

Wirw reference to paragraph 3 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,032, dated -

the 21st of July last, asking me to indicate the operations in respect to which I

am desirous of acquiring information or insﬁrifctiug the ryots, T have the ho i
to state, in reply, that I understood that the tour was to be such as was Sl

in paragraphs 7 and 8 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,410, dated 25th of
November 1873 as follows :— R ; ‘

“ Paragraph 7. In order to supply the deficient iufoi-mation, a thoroughly-
qualified observer must pass leisurely through the provinces studying the subject,
as Dr. Ratton has studied the defects in the salt manufacture, and embodying his

observations in occasional reports ; but the most difficult and important abisekaf: - !
study (and to this allusion has already been made) will be the-way to influence .

. _ the ryot.” ‘ | e e s e
‘ i “ Paragraph 8. 5 i e : % bislR s

¢ The Board recommend, therefore, that Mr. Rober‘tson should “ﬂdﬂrta.ke’ M éajr'ly‘

as possible, a tour such as has been suggested, and that he should pursue his obser-
vations at all seasons and durin'g‘ mor¢ than one year.” T :

Tae Government having ip their Order of the 15th June last requested thie

Board to submit proposals, after consulting Mr. Robertson, for his movements

“  during the coming cool season, they called upon him to indicate the operations
in respect of which he is desirous of acquiring information or instricting the
ryots, Mr. Robertson in reply refers the Board to passagesin their Proceedings
of the 25th November 1873, as indicating generally the nature and objects of the
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tours he is to undertake. - | ’

2. In calling upon Mr. Robertson to specify more distinetly some of the
leading features of native agriculture which he considered he might study with
most advantage to assist him in what must always be kept in view as the i

- soientific methods of agriculture, it was the Board's intention to limit the field
- .of Mr. Robertson’s observations, as they attach great importance to his concentra.
\ﬁn- is attention on certain specific points or the cultivation of particular etogs‘;‘

they consider that more practical advantage is likely to result from the ﬁh}'dy, |
within a limited area, of such series of processes as Mr. Robertson can freat

in full detail with a view to practical application, than from such & cursory

view as could be obtained by a more rapid and extended tour. In the Board's

aim and object of his work, viz, the instruction of native uul‘tivaéqf"si,fj,', PR




_months of December, Jannary, and February, I had planned my wo

o
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opinion, Mr. Robertson should fravel slowly thrgugh selected tracts, going out
?vith the villagers about their farma, discu;sing heir agricultural processes, their
lmplements, stock, &c., with them in minute etail, learning their system and
w‘elghing their views rather than, in the first i stance, endea?oring to inculcate
hl's own, his ohject being to collect informatior, on native agricultural processes
with & view to introduce improvements that commend “themselves to the agri-
culturisis alvo,

3. The Board are desiroils that Mr. Robertson should undertake a four
before the north-east monsoon sets in, and resolve therefore, in anticipation of
Fhe approval of Government, to diftect him to proceed to the Coimbatore District,
10 the first instance, with as little delay as possible, and inspect the dry and garden
cultivation in such localities as the Coilector may indicate as most suitable for the
purpose, and the wet cultivation under the Bowani channels. The exact route should
be settled in communication with the Collector, who will afford Mr. Robertson all
the information and assistance he requires, and place at his disposal an intelligent

clerk to serve gg & medium of communication with the ryots, engaging a substitute
tem porarily if necessary.

4 ir. Robertson will require tents to enable him to move about the dis-
t?}?ts he will visit from time to time, and the Board request that Government
Wil asdhorize the issue from the Camp Equipage Depét, at the cost of the Farm, of
aset of tents, consisting of (1) Hill tent, fourteen feet sqpare, (2) Bechoba, (3) Ser-
vants’ tent, (4) Necessary tent, for the use of officers attached to the Farm wheu-

 ever they proceed on tour,

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) C. A. GALTON,
Acting Sub-Secretary.

No. 6. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th October 1875, No, 2,779:—

Read the f?)llowing letter from W. R, ROBERTSON, Esq., a.R.4.c., Superin-
tendent of Government Farms, to H. E, STOKES, Esq., Acting Secre- 1
tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 28th September 1875,
No. 511. ;
Wira reference to paragraph 3 of the Board’s Proceedings, No, 2,556, dated
the 13th of September 187 5, I have the honor to request that I may be permitted

to postpone starting upon the proposed tour until about the middle of December.
Lask this for the following reasons :—

(a.) Interpreting the latter portion of paragraph 4 of Government O
; rder
No. 912, dated the 16th of June 1875, ¢ the coming cool season,”” to mean thé

rk to admit «
I shall, thereide,
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our heavy rains ; we have yet dond but little towards_ getting in the cold-weather
crop, the sowing season so far haviig been so unpropitious, an.d i%.reg&lﬂs Ofi'ice
work I am just now engaged with the general report on Oarc?lmg. paddy cultiva-
tion in this Presidency, which I hadjhoped to finish before going on tour. ‘
(b.) There was great delay ir the Board's instructions yeaching me, gl u#
though.the Proceedings conveying these instruct,ions. is dat-ed the 13th of }f tvm
ber, the document did not reach me until 10 on Friday night, the 24t inatant;
Under any circumstances I can, therefore, now scarcely arrange to leave here
be 1e mi next week. j s ‘
bbfo?i.;he'l?l‘xlj i(l::v(':rtx‘g of the cold-weather crop will be finished before T can now
get into the Coimbatore District. My tour, therefore, at this season, even if the
state of the weather would permit of g res_idence,it'x tents, would be attended with
little advantage. I would be too lat&for the.sowmg season t.md mpch too ei;rly
for the harvest season. I have consulted thf; rainfall of the dfstnct for the last eight
or ten years, and find that more rain falls in (:)ctober than in any other month of
the year, the average fall in this month amountmg' to about twe.nty-ﬁve per f:f_ant.. of
the total annual fall.. I enclose statements. referring to the rainfall of the (istrict.
2. To postpone the tour until the time I have named 'would enable!:,m? to
get both farms under crop, to finish all the estate work now in progress, ¢ bring

my office work up to date, and to have an assistant in residence on the farm befos

dapet ; while the advantages attending a tour in 'Qbiqbatpre a.t that
: :::;ewii(li;pebe much greﬁter, a8 I would be in the district throughout the
se v ! L 7. a
harvesting season. ‘ i LA
WhOI; * ;:t ;s c:itainly very desirable that I should make a tour m.the‘ sowing season
1.1 but such a tour should be made during the latter portion of August and
o or. when I would be able to see the harvesting of the land under the
; .

. ‘b L

5 S:pte;; rains and the sowing of the land under the north-east rains,

sout ;w I shall be glad to receive an early intimation of the Board’s decision on ;
f; this applicgtion. J o Ay st ‘ '
’q ! I Excrosures Nos. 1 and 2.—Statements of Rainfall,
jg ; SupsrrTep for the information of Government in continuation of Board’s

Proceedings, dated 13th September 1875, No. 2,556.
9. The Board approve the proposed postponement of Mr. Robertson’s tour,
! ] (A {me Copy and Ixtract.) |
SEER , - (Signed)  C. A GALTON,
gt | : ‘ Acting Sub-Secretary.
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ORDER THEREON, 1st November 1875, No. 1,550. N b

- TaE instruetions which th;‘, Jory |

Miweﬂ‘m“‘?" have issued to Mr. Robertson regw’ﬁab >
his tour are approved; but it must now

be postponed owing to the north-east monsoon having commenced, A\

ATy Proceedings of the Madms-Gwefnment, Revenue Department, A
| 1st November 1875. - D g B
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