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Proceedings of the Madras Govmment, Public Works Department,
98th December 1874

w

No. 487.  Read the fallowing Proceedings of the Madras Government, in the

Revenue Department, dated 24th November 1874, No. 1,451 :—

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th November
1874.

Read the following letter from E. L. PEARSE, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector, to
© W. 8 WHITESIDE, Esq. Collector of North Arcof, dated Vellore,
4th November 1874, No. 782.

1 mavE the honor to report that very sarious damage has been done by recent

 freshes in the Palat, five arches of the Gudiathum Railway bridge, sixteen arches
_of the Vellore bridge, and a large portion of the anicut below Arcot having been

destroyed. Heavy rain fell here, and, presumably, all over the river basin on the
night of the 93rd and 24th altimn. Iaches 476 were recorded at this station. 'The
river rose on the evening of the 24th, and,in the course of the night, overflowed
its banks a little to the west of the bridge and inundated the fields lying between
the river and the fort. The water pa,ssed the road by means of a tunnel and road
dam, and went off eastward without doing any damage except to the crops. The
road acting as 2 pund sufficed, but barely sufficed to protect the little village of
Totapoliem, which lies on its east side. The insufficiency of the taunel at this
point had already been recognized, and the Local Fund Board passed a resolution
in their September meeting calling for an estimate for a larger bridge.

9. The river continued in food Sunday and Monday (25th and 26th), and
early in the morning of Tuesday I learnt from Colonel Shaw-Stewart that five
arches of the Gudiathum Railway pridge and nine arches of this Palar bridge were
gone. 1 telegra.phed this information %o Government, and then got word that
geven more arches of thig bridge had given way. The first breach was about mid-

night or very early morning, the second about 8 o'clock. A raft was made during

the day and in the afternoon Was tried. It could not be got across the strongest

of the current, that running along the north side, and at last the adventurers
had to land again on the same side they had started from four miles lower down.
Next day the force of the stream had somewhat abated, and tha voyage Was Success-
fully made ; gince then communication has been kept up.more or less efficiently.

3. 1have rocoived a report from the Tahsildar of Gudiathum, dated 26th,

detailing the damage done at his head-quarters. He says the Railway bridge
~gave way about 4 o’clock that morning, that eighteen houses on his (the north-east)
side of the river had fallen, and, as it appeared to him, twenty-one on the other
side, but be could not geb across to ascertain. The people who lived in those
houses had perceived their danger and gone up into the town the previous even-
ing, consequentiy there was no loss of life. e A
4. The Arcot Tahsildar’s report, dated 30th, says that the old town and the
outlying village of Bairagimattam were both threatened with inundation, but that
he had the gaps in the embankment effectually stopped. When at Arcot recently
] saw the embankment which runs from the anicut back to the town of Arcot, and
from the condition it was in, I should say that a very creditable amount of
energy must bave been displayed to make it secure ander such an inordinately
gevere test. The villages of Pungodu and Takkanancolum were flooded waist
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deep. The Tahsil
: sildar says he
to the extent, ¢ o b went to see the ani ’
, a8 he conjectures, of about 30 shut::':::):;d lt;t:(;n;lethe miflcge el
space, en carried away-

The RevenueIn
spector reports, f
of its i ports, from the extre
yaur have caused great damage to ';?);Z“i::‘::“t (;{ e wlor TR
villages.

5. 1have heard
, of no loss of li
R SR : 8 of life by these flood
emptin, »ods, except ti
1 gather that the loss l:)flng to cross on asmall raft be’;wee:pVe;;::;rOf m:iecx}n 1
private property other than crops is sh het anTh 8“;p9'dy'
ght. e houses

i:h have fallen at ‘}
udiah um seem & i E
. u a POOI, .lf not t,he puorest sort the
a )

Arcot Tahsi
sildar mak
es no m - 5
ention of private losses in those of his villages which
(=]

were flooded
, and I hay .
be to aggravate the ca‘tfl heaf‘l of none here. I fear however that ¥, :
Arcot Talug. The road ‘e disease which has lately prevailed ; i s Wll.l
yetween this town and the river, and the ‘::;’(i“: e:}t,ent-:in
- n the side

of Arcot are m
uch cut up, b
amount of d p, but I am not in a positi . :
amage to them, still less of that top:::m“ to give any estimate of the
OI‘OPS.

¢. In my‘ letter

four tanks in Arcot Taﬁlo. 6?, dated 23rd September, I reported the broach
Vellore, A few days 1%(1 (t. ree of which were supplied by the 3 reaching ?f
The one in Vellore ']l‘aluer BRI in Arcot went, of Which‘ t,h:::xl:vut) an(?. L
ey sl grtalation ik e e as b

aped a0 well.. Bes s atilnnsot ¥ |

open, and that pr-efzf:;z:?e ‘Was taken to ha(\lve all ::lli(:;uﬁ:s(};;h? fhp e
the orders given had be Sy to have sufficed. 1 am inclined t . .c‘mﬂantl.y
en equally well obeyed in Arcot Ta:uq Os e thatk‘f
, 80 many tanks

would not have gi
given way.
was kept shut. y. In one case, at least, it is known that the calingulal
gulai

7. Any comment of mi

needless, O of mine on ‘the disastrous ‘
of this circlenv::: hne!l(:ir:nf of_the 318t a special mle(:zﬁtsinogf ;;h:hthl‘;:e i noptae
of the Vellore bridge, and gﬂmder what should be done in co » Lnoal Hund Poars
1 have little doubt t?m’t Govere:tileos: hfﬁewit,h a copy of the Miﬁ:ii::fm; . t.hde i
which we ventu . nt will acquiesce in roceedings.
Imperial funds to:vearg; :;lte ﬂa"‘". tbat a liberal conttt:?b‘:t:(:lml-)}f ness of the hope,
tion of the work is urgentl "%tor?,tmn of that important work hroalpg e Y
gently required, but the speedy suppl; of STT !};eedy execu-
f such a large sum as

would  be needed for i

: it could not be

Sk 1 ) granted

ined without the sacrifice of every other cont;i):iei}:- two Local Fund Circlea
ion.

: No. 568.
UBMITTED for the information of the Board of Rev
enue.

Camp, VELLORE
S8 Hmider 10T, s . .. (Signed) W.S. WHITESIDE
hallet . 4 C'ollaztor.

Susum i
rrrep for the information of Government

* 2. The Board awai
b t the Collector’s r¢
the d - or's report
istrict, and on the means proposed top:em:?l;t:;:;mages caused throughout

M-WWM
Works Departments

Madros Gorern;nent, Public
_ 9gth December 1874.

to do something to repair roughly th
o that the tanks could be again filled.

(True Copies and Extract.) g
(§igned) J. GROSE,
Secretary-

Proceedings of the

PSRRI M"’""

3. [t may be possible o damage in the
middle of the Palar anicut 8

\

Tae Government 8re much concerned to Jearn that serious damage has been -
done to Public Works in the North Arcob District by the recent foods. The gub-
¢ on the subject should be expedited.

mission of the Collector’s full repor
consideration in the

2. Paragmph?’ of the Sub-Collector’s letter will receive
nd orders will be tssued from the Public Works Depatt- v

Financial Dcpartment, a
ment for the prompt rep e irrigation works, as well as for the temporary
L 3 of the Board's

air of th

repair, if possible, of the Palar anicut, 88 suggested in paragrap

Proceedings-

~ (True Extract.)

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,
Acting Secretary to Government-

s 4

98th December 1874, No.
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No. 488. OrpER THEREON
: CoMMOUNICATED 10 the District Engi-
\ IRRIGATION’ No. 41. \ neer, North Arcot, Who, the Govern-
ment are aware, is doing all that is prac-

mage done by the October foods. A report of what it may 2
i ch in the Palar A

ticable to repair the d
porarily closing. the brea

have been found
anicut should be §u s PO
9. _Tn anticipation of sanction toa grant of Rupees 50,000 additional to the
existing grant of Rupees ,13,950 for New Works, Agricultural, Ordinary, for
which application’ will immediately pe made to the Government of India, to enable
' i Trrigation Works reported 88 damaged in the North ;
His Excellency the

the reconstruction of important \

Arcot and other districts to be jmmediately undertalken,
gum of Rupees 30,000 at the ‘disposal of
for executive aid has been complied with

=i

¥ Governor it Council 18 pledsed to place @
His application

the District Engineer.

in another Qrder.
- (Here enter No.

35,6104, dated o5t Decomber 1874:)
(True Extract.)

. Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
Controller of Public Works Accounts.

',’, Revenue Depaﬂment. J SR ,

5 3 b \ 1
Exd. 8. T. Austin, R
Spare Copies . L . |

. Sy, »
Shche

To the District Engineer, North Arcot. : f
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