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 Read the following letter from R. W. LODWIOK, Esq., Accountant-General, Madras,

FOREST No. 144. ' \‘j- R4

ProogEpiNGs oF THE BoARD OF Revesuz, dated 20th July 1875, No. 2,025.

Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 99th May 1875,
| No. 843, Revenue Department :—

Read again letter from the Accountant-General, dated 3rd March 1875, No. 682,
 recorded in .0, dated 13th March 1875, No. 413. -,

Read also the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 5th May 1879,
: No. 1,159, Forest No. 734. .

Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 13th March 1875,

Tk No. 413, Revenue Department. e

to D. F. CARMICHAEL, Esq;, Secretary to Government, Revenue Depart-
* ment, dated Fort St. George, 5rd March 1875, No. 682.

Wi reference to G.0s., Nos. 28 and 313, dated 10th anuary 1873 and 26th
February 1875, respectively, I have the honor to report that the present syster of
debiting advances for comservancy and working Aexpfm'ses to 5, “ Forest,” cleatly
leads to larger outstanding balances remaining unadjusted every month.

9 T enclose & statoment showing the transactions of the forest conservancy
and working expenses from January to September 1872, when aceounts were rendered
by the Conservator of Forests monthly showing the advances received by that depart-
ment to the credit of Forest—remittances and the actual expenditure charged to
5 ¢ Forest,” supported by bills, as also the transactions up to date from October 1872,
from which date the advances were charged off at once and bills subsequently received
in adjnstment. The figures from Octoher 1872 are 2 8
periodically sent to the Board of Revenue. : Sy o

3. Tt will be seen that the balances outstanding under the existing arrange-
ments are large, and in addition a sum of Rupees 14,670 18 i -'f"the' forest officers
as ¢ Permanent Advances.” : v '

4 T would observe also that in the bills received for adjustment the amount
and date of each advance, as suggested by Mr. Taylor in paragraph 3 of his letter,
dated 20th July 1872, No. 3,090, to the Board, is not noted in the Dbills passed by
hem ; the adjustments are consequently made upon the total outstanding advances.

5. : Under these circumstances, I am of the same opimion as Mr. Lushington,
that the old system is preferable. ‘

6. This report would have been sent in at the right time had the fact of its

took the papers from 1, and has kept them ever since undisposed of. The
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~ having been called for been known to me. The G.O., No. 28, dated 10th January
1873, was received in this office when T was away in England, and at the expiration MiZh i3
‘of a year from that time it appears a statement was propared \mﬂ’“ ilar to that mow -

ved of the report being due was contained in G.O.

M. 313, and T at onco instituted inquiries which elioited tho ‘above fuets, [ Y




- OzoEz TaERzoy, 13th March 1875, No. 413.
Forests, No. 10. Rerzrep to the
nue for their remarks.
(True Extract.)
(Signed)  D. F. CARMICHA
Seeretary 8
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for, when they are transferred to the proper head under

in the accounts of March to October
akh of Rupees for the purchase of
Nelambur plantation, for which bills

4. The appearance of & very large balance
‘ 1873 is owing to the special expenditure of al
Walliar reserves and forest tracts adjacent to the

were received in November 1873.
5. The Board, however, must ‘admit that the

‘present system is calculated to

complicate accounts. Amounts ‘advanced and debited to a particular head some-
times happen to be afterwards accounted for under another head which requires
adjustment in the accounts, whereas under the old system there was no necessity for
such an adjustment, as the amount stood debited to Public Debt ” till it was accounted
for by submission of bills. On this ground, and this ground alone, the Board would

prefer the old system of debiting all advances to « pyblic Debt” till they are accounted
¢ Forest ;” but the disadvan-

tage of the system is that the transactions of ome year are shown in the accounts of
which has to be met from

another, and that at the end of each year there s left 2 debt
the next year’s budgot.

6, This system of leaving one year's
budget will, the Board fear, lead to complications,
hesitate to adopt a system involving it.

7. On the whole the Board are of opinion that the best course is to make 10
change till the Account Code forwarded with G.0., dated 18th August 1874,
No. 1,085, is introduced, which, it is believed, will be shortly done. It is true that

the Account Code contemplates, with regard to advances; & procedure similar fo that
in force previous to the transter of forests to Collectors, but it is poséible that the
Code, as finally adopted, may rule othe

rwise, and it is desirable that changes ghould
not be made oftener than can be avoided. :

(Bigned) H.E. STOKES,
Acting Secretary.

expenditure to be met from another year’s
and on this ground the Board

mm——

Orprr TEEREON, 29th May 1875, No. 843.
‘ Tus Government observe that ‘the

system of drawing funds and keeping
A accounts in the Forest Department, which

has been Ty ;! ge for nearly three years, is pronounced by the Accountant-Greneral to
be less satisfactory than that which was in existence formerly. The Board of Revenue,
on the other hand, maintain that the present system has certain advantages Over the
former, while the evils complained of are not Very much greater under the present
arrangements than under the past. e
o The least satisfactory feature in the present system 18 the existence of
larger unadjusted balances and complication in the accounts arising from their not

being capable of adjustment once for all as under the old ayetatiL s ST

e Tt is, however, explained that the large unadjusted balances arc due not 80
much to the system of accounts as to the circuitous course DOW followed for the
submission of accounts and the nature of the agency entrusted with the audit of bills

caleulated fo cause a delay of three months against one month under the old arrange-

Forests, No. 23.
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