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’Procee;iings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 8th December 1875. |

6. In treating of the exports of Cotton by sea to foreign ports, it is also ecessary fo name
the eountries which take Bengal Cotton, and it would be desirable to notice briefly the
fluctuations of the trade with each oounﬁry; and the causes (as far as they are known) of such
fluetuations. L

7. The figures for freights and prices in England which have been given are not altogether
what is required. A statement of present freights and prices does not throw a sufficiently clear
light on the features of a trade the figures for which comprise a period which ended more that;

- eighteen months ago. 'What should be prepared is & statement of the a.vemge_ freights FO’ -
prices ruling in, the countries to which Cojfon was sent for ench month of the period @der 1?'9"1:;:"
Yurther, o statement of prices in England alone would not be sufficient in con.nectxon with the
trade in Bengal Cotton, which is largely exported to China and other countries, as well as }:o
England, the demand from which for Bengal Cotton is comparatively small. '.I'h? freights f?r t ;
timo being approximately known, a comperison of prices ruling in the principal countn&eg :d
consumption with the prices ruling in the Caloutta market for any given period would t; ¢
the means of forming & tolerably accurate conclusion as to the causes which regulated during tha
period the export of Cotton from Bengal to one country or to another. '

- 8. In connection with this matter, the effect of the demand for raw material by the Cotf-on
mills which now work about Caleutta, upon the export, in regard to both quantity and value, mb a
subject which the Government of India consider to he well deserving of attention. It w'ouldh :
interesting to know what is the quantity of Cotton ahsorbed by these mills, whence &fldAm wha
proportions it is derived, snd what have been the average prices given at the mills duning )
the period under review. It would also be interesting to know the q,m?tify .and vﬁ’uea:d‘
the Cotton imported into Bengal from foreign ports, the places whenoo it is importe
the uses (as far as these are known) to which the material is applied. ' :able to

9. In further connection with the demand for local consumption, it seems de?umm )
record some information regarding the class of Cotton-weavers. These people; e 2 many"
In some districts form a numerous class (in the district of Hooghly, for instance, %m = det s
of them) and their condition is the reverse of prosperous. In a notice of this in 11:;0;.7 T
the class by which it is pursued, it would be useful to have some particulars as to the district,
whence is obtained the raw material on which they work, whether it is piodzised 18 P eim rted
or imported from ether districts, or whether it consists, ds it does in some cases, of IPOTIET,
English yarn, - Sy, o

o g‘10. yseeol,ld, s rogards the eultivation The figures on this head given in the rﬁpo;tes‘il;ﬁ:'

- acknowledgment seem to be for 1874-75, % I8 those for trade end with 1873-74. It mThe i
that thes record of gﬂﬁvaﬁbﬁ and of £ 3 should extend over the same pmed- e iEo
reports, f00, seem to require eritical exe iation. The returns abstracted in the accurutely
appended to your letter vary so greati At it is difficult to sappose that they. 1d is given
descrbe the real @udition of Cofton culth fon in Bengal. _Thus in Burlwan tho yield s 61725
8t 160 Ihs. per dore, while in the neighbo g district of Bankoora it is said to ?Bmkw
in Beerbhoom 900 Ibs. - In Midnapore ag the yield is 144 Ibs ; in Nudden an P
60 Tbs. respectively ; in Moorshedabad 960 bs. ; while in Hazaribagh it is said to be s;gnm =%
840 10 1,200 Lbs. to the bigh, i, from 2,520 Ibs. to 3,600 Ibs per acre. If thoso fignres 7%
intended . to represent the yield in cleaned Cotton per acre, which is v:vhnt the Go i s
of India desired, most of them must be erroncous, for probably in no district of B_gngal districts
vield of cleaned Cotton exceed 150 Ibs. per acre at the most. In the hest C"“?“’““’ng ¢S
of the United Statee, under excellent natural conditions and with the most improved &Y=FE 1
cultivation, the outturn of cleaned Cotton hardly ever averages more than 250 Ibs. .‘L e S
the figuras submitted ropresont the yield of uncloaued Cotton, then in many districts the EEE

- must be far below the actual ouiturn, while in others they will, even under this interp

largely exceed the possiblo facts.

_ R e S . . SCk t extent
11. The figures showing the cost of cultivation vary in the same way, sud to & grea

are prima facic, not aceurate.
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Proceedings of tk; Madras Gommment, Revenue Department,
~ Bth Decemi 1\8‘75’.» :

12, The olutin ‘headed % Bpecibs Cultiva.te’#l ” is filled with & number of Jocal vernacular
names which will be unintelligible to any person inot intimately acquainted with the locality.of
cultivation. It is desirable not to employ these némes unless in conmection with.a o Y
tion of the kind of Cotton grown, e.g., indigenous of local origin,lor snots Cotton grown
from seed obtained from other provinces, or exotﬁ'c (the Vaxfiety beaﬁé‘ specified), and whether
acclimatised or imported. Here, also, might 1.} iéiven-a. record of the experiments made with
exotic Cotton in which should be stated briefly but clearly whero attempts were made during the
year under review to grow exotic Cbtﬁgﬁf”fﬁ?@éﬁﬁt{gﬁﬁ; the conditions of cuitivation,
and the result of the experiment, the causes of failure or of success being, if possible, indicated.

13. Another point to which attention might advantagesusly be directed is & review
of climatic influences on the crop cultivated, information being furnished as to the general effect
of the season on the quality or quantity of the Cotlon cultivated,

14. These remarks will help to explain what the report on Cottor, which the Government
of India desire to have, should so far as may be iéom"ble, confain. Many other matters of use
and interest will doubtless ocour to the officer who‘%ma.y be entrusted with the preparation of the
report, end all such may with advantage be embodied in it. The Governor-General in Council
is quite sensible of the difficulties with which the local Government has to contend in the
collection of statistical information, and is aware thatfmt Little of a strictly acourate nature can
be expected as yet in regard to agricultural sta tistics in Bengal. But though this may be
the case generally, it would seem possible to Gbtain approximately correct information of
the trade in Cotton, and His Excellency in Ootmdﬁieels confident that His Honor the Tieutenant-
Governor will see that efforts are really made to_reader the next roport as complete as may, under
existing circumstances, be possible. i ; _

Orper TimnzoN, 8th December 1875, No. 1,777,
L“ I e o Commmm NICAT! .totil.QBoard‘ofRevenue
- v . for early attention in continuation of
0, 30th July and 29th September

- 1875, Nos. 1,448 and 1,430,
(True Extract) :

No. 117.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE,
AGRICULTURE, AND. COMMERCE.

STATISTICS.

%l Caleuita, the a? November 1875.
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SuBrECT.

Fonwazns copy of letter No. 616, dated 25th
October to Bengal as a further guide to what 5
required in the Cotton Reports called for in Resolu-
tion No. o dated 12th July 1875.

- 0.8.G. B0, 772, R, A& C.—19-11-75,—100.
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- well as the purposes (as far as may be knowa)

-{‘:i?erhaps be able to make arrangements
o

No. 6186, dated Simla, the 25th October 1875.

From—A. O. Huoms, Esq., C. B, Secretary to the Government of India,
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, (FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT).

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of the report on the cotton trade and cultivation
of Bengal embodied in your letter of the 2ath August, No. 2980 (Agrigultare), and to express
the satisfaction with. which the Governor General in Coungil learns ‘that. His Honaug the

for the. collection Yof full information on these subjects ,in

Lientenant-Governor will arrange : _ }
fature years. 1 am now directed to_communicate the following observations. as to the nature

and scope of the report ‘which is required. : 5
2. The object which the Government of India hive in view is the preparation of a com-

pléte report on the Indian cotton trade in which should be exhibited year by year, with all
aations of the trade, external and internal, the area

practicable accuracy ‘and detail, the fluct
under cultivation, the quantity and quality of the outtarn, and all other matters of interest con-

neeted with the production of this great staple and the trade in it. It is intended to obtain
similar reports from all Local Governments and t0 transmit them to Her Majesty’s Secretary of
State, together with an abstract report compiled for the whole of India.

ds the trade. ~This main branch of the subject may be subdivided inte
the two heads of internal and external trade. The internal trade again, 4. ¢, trade with other
divisions of British India, comprises the trade by sea (ot coasting trade) and trade by land. In
a general view of the trade in Bengal cotton, 1t 18 a8 necessary to touch on the features of the
coasting, as on those of the foreign, trade. It should be shown whether at any time cotton is
imported into Bengal from other Presidencies, from what ports the article comes, in what
guantities, and the value of the imports. 1t should also be slfown to what extent cotton 18
exported from Bengal to other Presidencies, and the proportion taken by each Presideney, as

to which the cotton imported is applied.

4. As regards the trade by land, the Government of quia \vpuld desire to learn;’so far as
this is possible, from what particular provinees the supply is recewed_aud in what proportions,
and the manner in which the cotton is brought down to the port of shipment, whether by road,
rail or river, and how the eotton brought to Calentta .ls‘pncked, whether in fully_pl_-essed, half
pressed or unpressed bales. His Excelleney in Couneil is aware that ac_cumte statisties on these
‘heads are not at present obtainable in Bengal; but His Honour the Lieutenant-Goyernor may

to procute for the future such approximately eorrect in-
ir i any rate of the course-of the%rale.

5. Asre he foreign trade, I am to remark that the figures given in the report under
acknowledgmgz;d:r: siarcel? comple’te, inasmuch as they comprise Calentta only gnd not ?he
whole province, and they end with 1873-74 when those for 1874-75 were available. The
quantities of cotton exported also are left oub of account. I am to request that, under the
orders of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, the figures may now be brought up to the 30th
June last, as requested in the Resolution of the 13th ultimo, and that they may be cpmple?ed
as above indicated. ; i g

6. In' treating of the exports of cotton by sed to foreign ports, 1t 18 also necessary to
name the countries which take Bengal cotton, and it would be desirable to notice briefly the
fluctuations of the trade with each country, &t the causes ( as far as they are known) df such
fluctuations. Ry : i g

7. The figures for freizhts and prices in England which have been given are not altogesuer
what is required. ' A statement of present freights and prices does not throw a sufficiently
clear light on the features of & trade the figures for which eomprise & period which ended more
thau eighteen months ago. What should be prepared is & statement of the average freights to,
and prices ruling in, the countries to which cotton was sent for each month of the period under
review, Further, a statement of prices in-Bagland alone would nut be sufficient in connection
with the trade in Bengal cotton, which is largely exported to China and other countries, ;:s
well as to England, the demand from which for Bengal cotton 18 gompargtn-gly ’shma“.' T ai
freights for the time being 3pproximabely kDOan a comparison of prices rfgllmg i the prluclPOd
countries of consumption with the prices ruling i the Caloutta market for any given PeE
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eotton mills which now work abont Caleutta, upon the export, 10 regard 1(510 both qu?ntég tg,ml
value, is a subject whicli the Goyvernment of India consider to be well deserving o mz x]\] jon.
It would be interesting to know what is the quantity of cottan absorbed by these m t’,hw eglc‘e
and in what proportions it is derived, and what have been the average prices given at ; n;; Is
during the period under review. It would also be interesting to know the quantity aud value

i , the places whence it 13 imported, and

of ¢ i i
he cotton imported into Bengal from forergn pot_al is applied.
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9. In further connection with the demand. These people, it is understood,
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obtamed the Taw matenal on which they work whether it is ptodueed in the
imported from other districts, or whether it eox;gxats as it does in some cases, of
xmpozted Enghsh yarn. :

10. Second, as regards the cultivation. The figures on this head given in the re
under acknowlegment seem to bo for 1874-75, whilg those for trade end with 1878-74, :
- desirable that the record of cultivation and of trade should extend over the same penod el
The local reports too seem ‘to require critical .examination. The returns abstracted NFY
in the m“mmﬂdﬂd to your letter vary S0 greatly that it is difficult to suppose L3 e

that ,'&QJ.W? Gescrfne the real condition of cotton cultivation in Bengal Thus
?;Ia Bkmw?thﬁ d is given at 1601bs. per -acre, while in the neighbouring district of
nkoora it is

: id to be 7201bs. and in ‘Beerbhoom 900lbs. In Midnapore again the yield
is 144 Tbs.; in Nudden and Bucker ergunge 60 Ibs. ruspectively; in Moorshedabad 960 lba .
while in Hazaribagh it is said to be as m h as 840 to 1,200 lbs. to the bigha, 7. e., from L
2,5201bs. to 3,6001bs. per aere, If &hese ﬁgums are intended to represent the held e e
eleaned cotton per acre, whzehuwhat the Government of India desired, most of them must
be erroneous, for probnbly in no distriet of BQngal does the yield of eleaned cotton exceed
l&O’fbs. per acre at the most. In ‘the best cotton-growing districts of l;he United ' States,

nder exscellent natural conditions and ‘with the ﬂost improved systems of cultivation, the - i , ‘L ’ ;

"B““}"J of cleaned cotton hardly ever averages more than 2501bs. to the acre. If the figures
submitted represent the J’WM of mlecugd, then in many dxstneta the figures nll:rst ll)e
exmedtheposable fhobe: i owate <20
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