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' Z’rgc;edg’nya of the Madras Government, Publie Depariment,
i : 3lst July 1875.

. . TAL 2 oy

Cumbum—Headquarters.
Read the following papers :—

No. 119.  From I R. FARMER, Esq, Acting Head Assistant Collector of
] Kurnool, to J. STURROCK, Esq., Under Secretary to Government, Fort
St. George, ddted Cambum, 12th April 1875, No, 113.

I have the honor to request that some of the medicines more urgently required
in cases of fever and dysentery may bo forwarded to me as soon as practicable
by the bearer of this letter, a Daloyet of the Head Assistant Collector’s Office,

- Cumbum. |
2. Ienclose an abstract of births and deaths in Cumbum for the quarter
ending the 31st March last. The population of Cambum in 1871 was 7,295, Since
then 1,122 deaths and 798 births have been registered. Deducting the former
and adding the latter, we get the present population as 6,971 ; and this without
deducting a large number of people who have left the place to preserve their
health and lives. Amongst this population of 6,971 souls, 173 deaths and fifty-
pbe. i eight births have been registered in the
~* 996 without making allowance for decrease
- of population on account of porsons leaving
~ Cuwbum, "~ !
: NEE AR LRl of 100* per mille per annum,
3. T have the honor af the same time to enclose a copy of leﬂ;er, No, 8, of
today’s date, from the Passed Hospital A pprentico in charge of the Civil Dlspenaary,
in which he suggests that the Hospital be closed until the receipt of medicines
from Madras. ‘ ' g g

4. 1have also the honor to enclose a translation of an arzi just rééeived
from the Tahsildar, detailing the present condition of Cumbum, which the Govern-
ment will probably consider deplorable. The result of the Tahsildar’s application
to the Collector is also given, ' I
5. The relative positions of Cumbum, Madras, and Kurnool, and the previous

‘correspondence  with regard to the public health at Cumbum and supply of
medicines (of which correspondence I beg to enclose a synopsis) will, I hope, be

considered by Government to justify me in addressing you direct and cendinga

special messenger to prevent delay.

6. One of my own servants died last night from fever, énlérged spleen, and

dysentery. IHe was in the prime of life. Some chlorodyne was given him when it
was too late. This is the fifth death amongst my servants since I came here, Two
more are leaying for Madras. One of the remaining ones seems to be in a very
precarious state today. Ilearn that the confidence of the people in European
medicines and treatment is altogether shaken, since the medicines really required
are not in store, and other medicines which prove ineffectual are dispensed. The
matter has, I am thankful to say, now attracted the attention of the Medical
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last three months. Thus deaths have
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Department ; but, in the mean time, it seems to be right that I should take the
most effectual steps in my power to prevent further loss of life from remediable
causes.

P.8.—Bince writing the above the father of the man who died the night
before last has succumbed, father and son within twenty-four hours, making the
sixth death amongst my own servants. T have been round the town this morning;
but a deseription of what I saw and heard would give this letter a sensational
appearance, and this I think it better to avoid.

The state of the patients at the Hospital is very bad, for the Hospital
5 p.at.—This man had died a few hours before Apprenticc,.the S S son e

T wrote this postscript. ; are down with fever, and the only other
13th April 1875, hospital servant is a ward cooly. Two

Range Officers have had to leave during
the last quarter on medical cerifieate; the Assistant Superintendent of Police is

not in the Division, and the Forest Officer is unable to leave his bed.

H. RF,

—————

Referred to the Surgeon-General, Indian Medieal Department (4o be returncd),
with a request that the requisite supply of medicines may be at once prepared
for transmission to Cumbum by the special messenger who has been gent with the
letter. The Surgeon-General is requested to consider whether any other immediate
measures of relief can be adopted. :

: (Signed) ~ W. HUDLESTON,

i Chief Secretary.

————

19¢h April 1875.

No.120.  From H. R. FARMER, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of

Kurnool, to J. STURROCK, Esq., Under Secretary to Government, Fort
St. George, dated Cumbum, 14th April 1875, No. 117.

In continuation of my letter, No. 113, dated the 12th instant despatched
yesferday by special messenger, and making an emergent application ’for a supply
of the medicines more urgently required in fever and dysentery cases, I have the
bonor to inform you that thirty-three deaths had been up to yesterd’ay evening
registered during the month in Cumbum. Thirty-three deaths within thirteen days
amongst a population of 8,971 people gives a death ratio of 133 per mille per annum.
My letter, No. 113, shows that, during the last quarter, the deaths were at the
rate of 100 per mille per annum. This extraordinary fatality, with no suitable

med.icines, will, I hope, be considered with reference to my former letter to justify
me in thus addressing you direct, to save time,

P.8.~—A list of the only medicines now available at the Civil Dispensary,

Cumbum, is herewith forwarded. This should have been enclosed with my letter,
No. 113,

—————

Referred to the Surgeon-General, Indian M
of previous correspondence forwarded this day.
Foxr Sr. Grorer, (Signed)

19tk April 1875,

edical Department; in continuation

W. HUDLESTON,
Chief Secretary-
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No.121.  From Surgeon-General E, G. BALFOUR, Surgeon-General, Indian

Medical Department, to the Honorable D. F. CARMICHAEL, Officiating

Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Fort St. George,
15th July 1875, No. 389.

In my letter of the 5th May, I had the honor to report to the Honorable the
Governor in Council all the steps that I had taken, to furnish medical aid to the
people of Cumbum who were suffering from an epidemic of fever of a severe type,
and the Order issued thereon, on the 18th May, required me to keep Government
informed of Surgeon Ross’ further proceedings.

2. I beg, therefore, to mention further that, on the 6th May, Surgeon Ross
sent a preliminary report on the insanitary condition of that town. It mentioned
some points which seemed to me of sufficient importance to be placed before the
Municipality, and I subjoin copy of my letter, No. 4091, in which I requested this
to be done. On the 14th May, Surgeon Ross again reported to me, this time, on
the character of the prevailing fever, and he wrote to me because on the 5ih May
I had invited his attention to the possibility that it might be enteric fever, but his
reply left no doubt that the remittent fevers which had at first been prevailing had
turned to the intermittent form and were becoming more tractable.

3. Atthe date of that report, Surgeon Ross was ailing, but about the 20th May,
when the disease began to abate in the town, he became very ill with dysentery,
and at the last days of the month, his life was in great peril ; he rallied however,
and, having sent off the extra Hospital Assistant as no longer required, he was

himself sent off to Madras on the 8th June, arriving here on the 12th idem, with . '

symptoms indicating the extreme severity of the illness from which ho was as vot
scarcely convalescing. On the 1st instant, hie furnished his final report which I now
enclose. ‘ | '

4. It will be seen that during his stay 1,593 cases of fever were treated, of
whom thirty-seven or 1 in 43 died, and 134 cases of dysentery treated, of whom

‘ten or 1 in 13-4 died. He had to adopt the system of house-to-house visitation,

owing to the dislike entertained by the people to the unhealthy hospital-site. He
writes urgently as to the insanitary condition of the town. It was particularly
in April 1875 that the death-rate was high, but on the 8th June, the day of his
leaving the town, there were only twenty cases of fever and one of dysentery under
treatment. | : : ' :

5. As orders have already been issued to abandon the station in G.O.*
No. 499, dated 81st March 1875, I need
not refer to the subject generally, further
than to remark that the Municipality do not appear to have made sufficient efforts

* Revenue Department.

ko remove existing insauitary conditions, and this point might be more cared for by

the village authorities.

e dy

6. I beg to place on the margin the names of the extra Commissioned

1 ‘ and Hospital Assistant Officers whom I
Surgeon R. E. Ross from Madras.

Secsid clsds  Homatet Masistant T, Narrsin: ordered to Cumbum on _leaming the

sawmy, No. 733, from Cuddapah. outbreak of fever. Of second-class
Third-clags Hospital Assistant B, Franc
No. 849, from Kurnool.

I ordered from Cuddapah, Surgeon

i8, Hospital Assistant Narrainsawmy, whom
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Ross reports that he performed his duty in a satisfactory manner, and I will add
that 1 have been much pleased with the manner in which Surtr(;on R. E. Ross
o . &,

If fell dangerously ill, and had to be sent off

Department,

from the place.
From Sargeon W. S. FOX, Acting Secretary to the Surgeon-Gen
to the Deputy Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Depart
dated 14th May 1875, No. 4091.
Reeerexce —Surgeon R. E. Ross’ Sanit
No. 188, of the 12th May 1875,
Susieor.—The points noted in the memorandu
power of the Munieipality to attend to.

eral, Indian Med;ical Department,
ment, Mysore and Ceded Districts,

ary Memoraudum, No. 1, dated 6th May 1875, your

™ are with three exceptions entirely within the

Boundary pillars of earth, limewashed, should be ey
Tesort for purposes of nature. The cost would be njl,
excreta prevented. It is within their power to prohibit

also to prohibit the deposit of manure on the banks, and the removal of the latrin d burial
g A ¢ €8 an uris

and burning places are also simpl i
. ple matters. Itig also within ¢ ’
Goondlakamma and to compel deeper interments, - nlshary R S 2 e

2. It will also be found eas
it, but the larger suggestion of
impracticable,

ected, beyond which gl persons should
and all possible pollution of the water by
the use of the water from certain localities ;

y tf’ flrain the village itself, and to preven
draining the paddy-ficlds which Surround ¢

.
9. The supply-channel would seem to need attention.
vegetable matter half fills the stream all through its eourse

4, The Municipality may have an i
BoAne M oalit ¢ any number of med g
they are willing to pay. At present there is one Comem;:a! o e I G, SR

subordinate medical grade, certain]
the Municipality to entertain a Compounder.,
edge of the supply-channel; This is over-nea
The other latrine, about sixty yards from the g

5. The removal of the hospital,. the rem
the people, are points which need nob engag
station has been ordered.

t water stagnating in
he village is of course

Paragraph 7 mentions that decayed

upply-channcl, Seems to be suffici

ently remote.
oval of the village, and the comp .

ulsory migration of

—

From Surgeon R. E. ROSS, Indian Medical Department Madrag

Secretary to the Surgeon-GeneraI, Indian M
1st July 1875, No. 28.

I have the honor to state, for the informat;
: ) 1on of the Surgeon-Gener i 1
B . ; al, §
demi .oﬂicml, 1\?. Er dated 20th April 1875, directing me to hat, In accordance wx_th ‘
duty in connection with an outhreak e MCPLEG Wt R

of fever in that i X > s
arrived at my destination on the 26th oy locahty, et Station. v the. 2ind sod

April, On m arrd e it -
prevalent were intermittent and remiftent fovers );omplzsitidfo? o thg prmfnpal g

hypertrophy of the spleen, and_diarrheea. Dysentery alge pre

The number of cases, however, increased after my arrival

3 2. Asthe daily attendance at the Dispens
visit the village and see the patients at their own

medical aid, peons having been previously sent by M

out in what houses illness existed. A lar 3 . :
g - 'Ze number of eageg . :
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3. As a plentiful supply of quinine and other suitable drugs had arrived and more were
forthcoming, we consequently were enabled to treat all cases of illness with more or less advantage
to a large number of patients. The large quantities of qninine which had been so promptly
supplied were very necessary, as it was of little use unless given in large doses, when its effects were
most encouraging. ’ ' -

4. I found it impossible to induce any patient to remain in hospital, all appeared to ba
aware of its unhealthy site, and their invariable answer was, “ If I stayed there I would die.'
Inaced, for some time after my arrival, unless they had some one to remain with them and attend
to their wants, they would be badly cared for, as the Hospital Assistant in medical charge, the
cook, and the sweeper were ill with fever,

5. Of the unhealthy and insanitary condition of Cumbum anyone who visits it cannot but
speak in the most depreciatory terms, and feel that, so long as the place exists in its present states
sickness and a mortality far above most places in this country must exist also, and that it is one
of the worst places in the Madras Presidency that conld be chosen as a residence for Europeans,
from whom as much work is expected as if they lived in a healty locality.

6. The sanitary condition has been much neglected, but is now somewhat improved. On
examining the watercourse which supplied the village, I found that it was being polluted from
the following sources :—

(1) Natives resorting to its banks for purposes of nature, above places used for drawing
water for cooking or drinking, the excreta getting washed into the stream by the rains.

(2.) Decayed vegetable matter half choked the stream ; a good deal of this is caused by
ryots placing some herb in the water, which when thus rotted is thought to make good manure.

(3.) Drainage from houses, liqnid manure from dang-heaps, washing of clothes or person

all help to make the water unfit for human use. The airis contaminated by the following canses :—
Cme S {1 The veutilalion of wallve Lidaoes-ie- excuvdingly bad - X found-ib almost impossible o

to enter some of them, particularly those that contained a patient suffering from :
dysentery, as they are not particular as a rule about the removal of exereta.

(ii.) The malaria from paddy-fields surrounding the village and bordering the roads must
be a fertile source ofsickness. The noxious odours that arige especially in the evenings
after the intensely hot days are most intolerable. #

(iii) The air is sometimes impregnated with bad odours arising from the place used for
excavation which was placed about 150 yards from the village, and also from a graveyard
less than quarter of a mile distant, where several bodies had been placed in graveg

: about two feet deep and consequeritly were torn up by jackals and dogs, the ground being

strewn with portions of half-decomposed corpses, and the stench in and about the place ,
- horrible. The excuses given by the people for shallow burying were that they were too
weak to dig deeply, and also that in many cases there were no relations alive to bury a
corpse. It being therefore interred through charity not much trouble was taken fo dig
a deep grave, :
7. A great deal of this neglect on the part of the sanitary officials may be attributed to the
fact that nearly all of them were more or less fever-stricken—Shortly after my arrival two
‘ol " n the Talug Cutchorry died, and the Palics Tnepector. who had gone away on sick leave,

" aldo fied from fever, at a short distanco from Cumbum: The Police Hospital was so full of

pationts that I had to apply to the Assistant Superintendent for an extra supply of cots, and take
gome men into the Civil Hospital, placing others in the verandahs. On receipt of your docket,

' No. 4504, dated 4th June, I directed the two Hospi Assistants, who had been sent specially

from Cuddapah and Kurnool, ¢ return to their respective stations, any further extra medical
assistance not being necessary. AsIhad suffered from an attack of dygentery which left me.
anfit for duty, wnd feeling that so long‘ as I remained in Cumbum there was little chance of
rogaining my usual health, I left on the 8th June, arriving at this station ou the 12th. At the
time of my departure there were only twenty-five cases of fever and one of dysentery under
treatment. The fever had been steadily declining for some time and was of a more favorable
haracter. Still the deaths were numerous, seven people having died from the 1st $o the 8th of June,

I




- depute an offoor to-examine the Country andreport-on o favorable

A

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
31st July 1875.

——

The death-rate in April was very high, amountfng to 136 per mille per annum. In May there was

a reduction of thirty-two, it being eighty-three per mille per annumn.

8. There wers treated during my term of duty 1,593 cases of fever and 134 of dysentery.
From the former disease thirty-seven, and from the latter ten cases ended fatally ; there were
nineteen deaths from other causes, making a total of sixty-six in forty-three days. I may mention
that the population of Cumbum has decreased 964 since the year 1871; a good deal of this has been
caused by emigration, owing to a desire on the bart of a large number of the inhabitants to
leave the place when possible. Before my departure the following sanitary improvements had
been effected :—

(L) The watercourse was carefully watched, and all persons resorting to its banks for
purposes of nature were heavily fined.

(2.) Dung-heaps and cesspools in and about the village were removed and their recurrence
prevented.

-(3) Drainage from houses into the Wwatercourse prevented as much as possible.

 (4) Washing of the person or clothes, above places resorted to for water for cooking or
drinking purposes, was strictly forbidden.

9. No steps had been takon to remove decayed vegetable matter from the watercourse, nor
was a latrine, which is too close fo and must defile the stream, removed,

- M
No. 122, OrbER THEREON, 818t J uly 1875, No. 970.
The Governor in Council has not decided to abandon Cumbum as a Ciyil

Station, nor is there any intimation to this effect jn the Order in the Revenue

Department, dated 31st March 1875, No. 499, directing the Surgeon-General to

"% Dr, Row seems to have been sent to Cumbum to afford aid to the fever-

~ stricken inhabitants, and he has reported the result of his proceedings. He does

: L — Qﬁ Sepis . I :I'-
To the Revenue Department, ey -. o Gt Sor
. Board of Revenue. ‘ \
s» Collector é;f Kmoﬂ,m )[egﬁe
‘»  Surgeon-General, Indi : al Department,
s Sanitary Commisgioner, Dep g
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ers, and to report on the
eadquarters. Meanwhile .
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