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. passed. He considered at the time, a8 also the '

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depavrtment, S
’ 2nd-December 1875.

No..%1.  Read the fqllowing Petition from RAYA SOOREDDY VENKET RAM

NURSAYA, late Zemindar of Murrigudem, in Rekapally Talug, now
annexed to the Government of Madras, to the Secretary to the Government
of Madras, dated Nursapoor, 28th May 1875:—  °

Mosr RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, @

That he submitted his memorial to the Government of India at Caleutta throngh
the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, for the restoration of the estate of Mur-
rigudem, which was taken away from the hands of your petitioner and made over to
the Bhadrachellum Zemindarni on a misapprehension and on grounds not at all just
and proper. :

9. The memorial of your humble petitioner was, he is informed, rejected by the
Right Honorable the Governor-General of India on receiving a eertain report or
reports from the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, under whose administration
the estate first remained before its annexation to the Madras Government.

3. Your petitioner submits herewith a memorial to the Home Government with
the copies of his representations, &o., and prays that your Lordship will be moved to
forward the same to the Secretary of State with such favorable recommendations as
you may deem proper under the circumstances, for which your petitioner and his
humble family shall ever pray. 8

———

_Excrosure No. 1. ;

Memorial from RAYA SOOREDDY VENKET RAM NURSAYA, late Zemindar of Muri-

gudem in the Upper Godavery District, in the Central Provinces, and lately annexed
to the District of Rajahmundry, in the Madras Presidency, to the Secretary of State
" for India, London, dated Nursapoor, 281{111 May 1875.

MosT RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, ;

That he was convicted of dacoity in the year 1862 by the Deputy Commissioner of Upper
Godavery Distriot, and his estate of Murrigudem was also confiscated at the instance of the
Deputy Commissioner, who got it transferred to ﬁm Zxaindarni of Bhadrachellum on the plea
that your memorialist was simply a trustee under the Zemindarni of Bhadrachellum “and had
a0 proprictary rights in the said estate of Murrigudem. ; s A 1

2. Your memorialist was too young, being about 18 years old, when these orders were
(her residents of theé plaeo did, that the Deputy -
Commissioner was the highest authority, and that unless his favor was obtained, and he was
moved, your memorialist’s representation to the British Government would be of no avail. Under
this impression, your memorialist took all the paifis possible to please the Deputy Commissioner
and also to show to him that your memorialist ivas treated very unjustly and harshly. Th;
Deputy Commissioner being afterwards convinoed of the injustice done to your memorialist,
referred his humble case to the Chief Commissioger, Central Provinces, for his kind, just, and
merciful consideration. The Chief Oommissioner;%withm:t ordering the restoration of the estate
to your memorialist, a8 it was first transferred tg the Zemindarni of Bhadrachellum without
any interference on the part of the latter, asked the Deputy Commissioner to consult the Zemin-

* darni as to whether she would allow the estate tolbe transferred to your memorialist. She, of

course, denied to part with the estate, as by so do%lgshe would lose a handsome and good fertile
estate which she had got for nothing. % 3
3. When the Deputy Commissioner, Upper Godavery District, failed in all his efforts in
repairing the loss which he rashly caused to your unfortunate memorialist, he referred your

humble memorialist fo the Chief Commissioner u?d other superior British authorities fer redvess.




- Murrigndem estate ;

: filed in the Chief Commissioner’s Office show

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
: _2nd Deccember 1875.

-t

On this your humble memonahst went to Nagpoor and submitted his humble and most wretched

"vase to the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, in his representations (copies of which are
~_herewith enclosed for information, marked A B.) The Chief Commissioner declined to re-open

the case. 3

4. On this 'your" humble memorialist submitted his mgmorial to the Governor-General qf
India in Couneil, who, on the report of the Chief Commissioner, dismissed the prayers of your
ovialist, thus disappointing him entirely in the fervent hopes that he cherished of obtaining

. redress from the Supreme Government.

-y

5. 'Now your memorialist has no other TeCOUrsp left in this earthly world, except submits

~ ting his humble prayers for your Lordship’s most benevolent and merciful consideration, fully
- trusting that God the Almighty God will inspire your Lordship to give your kind and gracious

attention to his prayers. . . :

6. Though your memorialist was eonvicted by the Deputy Commissioner of dacoity, the
Commissioner and the Judicial Commissioner found that your memorialist was not guilty of
dacoity but of extortion, and this finding of the Commissioner and Judicial Commissioner based
upon the statements of witnesses which were taken down, while your memorialist, who was
acoused of the offence, was not present. The accused had nobody to speak for him. His cousin
who bore enmity with your petitioner also wished your memorialist’s ruin. No oppor’mnify
was given to your humble memorislist for getting the aid of a Counsel. The Deputy Commis-
sioner was o much prejudiced against your memorialist that he himself acted as a complainant
rath +%han asa J udge. It was he who prevailed upon the higher authorities to deprive yo:ar
memorialist of his estate as shall appear from the official communications in the Deputy Commis-

7 The Chief Commissioner recommended to the Government of India that your humble
memorialist’s case be dismissed evidently on the following grounds, viz:—  *

(1) That your memorialist was merely & trustee and not the independent owmer of

sioner’s Office. |

(2) That your memorialist’s case was decided long ago, and by re-opening the question
uow the settlement made in the name of the Zemindarni of Bhadrachellum would be disturbed ;
© (8) That by restoring the estate to yourﬁ-finemorialist it would not be improved ;
(4) That your memorialist was deprived of his estate as a warning to others, &e.; and,

(8) 'That the procedure of the Osigninal Courts ®as correct accordingto the law then im

8. In respeot to the first ground your humble memorialist submits that the Sanads, &¢.
. bat the estate of Murrigndem is the hereditary and
private property of your memorialist, and tht, though the estate of Bhadrachellum was often
taken possession of and kept in “ Khas management by the Nizam’s Government for arrears
‘lue by the Zemindar of Bhadrachellum, yet the estate of Murrigudem, forming a portion of the

- Rekapally Talug, was never touched by the Nizam’s Government. This single fact is sufficient

to show that Murrigudem estate does not belong to the Bhadrachellum Zemindar, and that it wos
never 8o considered. When the Chief Commissioner ordered as inquiry inte the rights of your
memorialist’s family, and your memorialist was in imprisonment, your memorialist’s cousit
was obliged to give a statement suited to the csuse of the Deputy Commissioner for fear that he
a:lso would come to grief if he stated anythin 4 contrary to the wishes of the Deputy Commis-
sioner.  The statement of your memorialist’s; cousin is no proof of the estate being uot the

- mefﬂm of your memorialist. An iﬁf{ilﬂ,*& due inquiry,—will prove that Rekapally
- Talug, in which the estate of Murrigudem is included, forms the private and ancestral property

zif i ;W‘ family, and that it was so when the estate was transferred by the ovder

da::" Central Provinees Government to the | Zemindarni of Bhadrachellum, who bad never

mdo::: iou.'rts Possession, and your memorialigt humbly prays that s judicial investigation be

' tpufbﬂu futh as to whether the’rstenmmof the Zemindarni of Bhadrachellum
§ T

# g

Proceedings of the Muadras Government, Revenue Department,
2nd December 1875.

now set up are valid. There have been several alienations, transfers, &c., made by your
petitioner’s family of the estate which on'the face would show that your memorialist was not
a trustee but a proprietor of the estate in question. s

9. With regard to the second ground your memorialist trusts that his age, ignorance, and
desire to be loyal to British Officers, will plead as an ample apology for his not having gone up
to Nagpoor for submitting his case parsonally to the Chief Commissioner. Length of time doss
not become a bar for the administration of justice, and it is not inequitable and unlawfal for
rectifying a mistake. The settlement wrongly made with the Zemindarni can be corrected without
mach difficulty and without any wrongful loss to any of the parties.

10. In regard to the third ground your memorialist humbly submits that your memoria-
list’s fertile and well-populated estate has been ruined since it was transferred to the Zemindarni.
Your memorialist fully hopes to improve his estate if it be restored to him. He is willing to
furnish such security as the Government may require for securing the improvement of the
estate.

11. In regard to the fourth ground your memorialist has only to say that the Deputy
Commissioner himself was satisfied that your memorialist fell an innocent victim, and that he
tried his best subsequently to repair the loss, but it was too late for him to rectify his own doings.
Your memorialist was then a lad of eighteen years old, and the sentence and punishment inflicted
upon him were too severe and unjust. The Deputy Commissioner for having liis awe spread in
the country punished an innocent person most unmercifully. | .

12. In regard to the fifth ground your memorialist submits that he was not allowed any
advantage that law provides for the public. When your memorialist was arrested he wis not
allowed to say a single word. From the time of his arrest up to the time of his release he was a
prisoner half-dead, nobody to speak to nor to give him any courage. The Deputy Commissioner
was wholly biased against your memorialist, and, in fact, he was both the prosecutor and the
Magistrate. 1t may then be surmised as to the position in which your memorialist was placed,
and whether he had any chance of obtaining justice.

13. To submit any further defails about the troubles and grievances of your memorialist
and his humble family while in jail, and even now as he has nothing in the world left for his
sustenance, would be teasing your Lordship and oceupying your Lordship’s precious and valuable
time. Your memorialist earnestly prays that your Lordship will be moved for the sake of Fod,
who has given existence to both the rich and poor, powerful and weak, and the ruling and the
ruled, to do justice to your humble memoialist’s family, %1d confer upon it its property wrested
from its possession unlawfully without any just and reasonable grounds, for which act of grace,
justice, benevolence, and charity, your memorialist's family shall eyer pray for the long reign and
prosperity of Her Majesty the Gracious Queen Victoria in the whole world.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) D.F. CARMICHAEL,
Becrelary to Government,
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Forr St. G&
2nd December
No. 22.
No. 1,729.
To

. Tae SECRETARY 7o THE GOVEENMENT or INDIA,

DeparTMENT OF REVENT
AerrcunTorE, AND C

81r,—I am directed to
the orders of the Governmer
the accompanying memorial+
the Secretary of State by Raya Scoreddy Venkat Ram Narasaya, ex-Zemina.
Murrigoodem, in the talug of Rekapally, lately transferred to this Presidency fro.
the Central Provinces.

9. Tt has been ascertained that no papers relating to the case of the memoria-
list have been_received by this Gevernment, and it would appear that the orders
passed by the authorities in the Central Provinces ‘were ratified by the Government
of India.

Miscellaneous.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
+Your most obedient servant,
(Signed)  D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Secretary to Government,

Bzd. F. R. Bantleman.
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