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Proceedings of the Muadras Govemmmt, Revenue Department, .
j 29th November 1875. i

Read the following papers :—

No. 827.  From Messrs. LECOT axp CO, and . GOUGH, Esq., Attorney to
8. Saravavaxvrrv Prrray, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
St. George, dated Pothanore, 4th November SRR

Wz have the honor, in enclosing copies of the m arginally 1 s R
1. Copy of our letter to the Collector of Coim- e ‘h-‘ Collector of

batore, dated 10th August 1875. tore and ourselves, to request that you
2. Originaldletgrif&%mACollegtg of Coimbatore will submit to the Government this our
to us, dated 16th Augus . EpT i
8. Copy of our letter to the Collector of Coim- 2PPeal against the decision of the Board

batore, dated 16th October 1875. of Revenue Proceedings of whi
R e hrvn g oy Sl
petition. 3 :

2. The Board have expressed their opinion that the contractors have no
valid grievance on the ground of what has been done in regard to licensing toddy
shops ; but we venture to hope that this view of the matter may not be final, and
that, when all the circumstances of the case have been considered by the Govern-
ment, it may be found that our complaint is not grounﬁlm or the result of any
shortcomings on our part. g L ivan o AR e

3. We have laid stress upon the fact that, when the Board @mtusd for

tenders for the arrack monopoly, no intimation was given of any contemplated
chenges affecting the demand, save the separation of the toddy from the arrack
contract, 5L g e eI I ! - : Ao ol et e

4. Tt was genmnybahevedthaeﬁmummo@.hmm Mo cattoras
been fixed by the Collectors of districts after careful inquiry and consideration,
not of the number which the contractor might make use of, but the number whicl,
would suflice for the legitimate wants of the people; and this conclusion may be
drawn from the fact that the sanctioned number of shops was about double the
number actually opened when both contracts were in one hand, -~ :

5. 1t was well known that late contractors did not avail themselves of the

sanctioned number of toddy shops, because this trafiic was suppressed by them in
order to develop the arrack trade ; and we should have had no excuse for suppos-
ing that the separation of the contracts would result otherwise than in considerably
increased sales of toddy and a proportionate decrease in the demand for arrack,
6. We caunot, therefore, complain that our sales of arrack are less than they
were under the old system, but we do most respeetfully submit that, in the absence :
of any intimation that our guarantee would be affected by subsequent concessions
in favor of a rival traffic, we have ground for complai t that a very consi o
inereass has lately bean allowed in the number of sanctioned shops for the sals of
toddy. s B R e R e S MV
| R addressed the Collcctor on the 10th of August (sopy of our
letter being herein enclosed) the number of toddy shops had mﬂiﬂm we
believe, from 494 to 881. This increase was, however, afterwards reduced to 754,
and we trust wo are not asking too much when we beg that the origina ber
of 494 may be again fixed as the finiﬂ‘. 3 s ey ak , iy
8. - It this petition is graned, thare will be & restovation of the sane vircum:. 5
stances regarding facilities of traffic as existed when We guaranteed the minimum i
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Proceedings of the Madras Goverament, Revenue Department,

29th November 1875.
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fulfl. We would here call attention to the large difference between the above
sum and the total revenug from toddy of this district which is only Rs. 90,900,—

a point worthy of consideration in determining the facilities to be granted to either
traffic, :

9. The Board, it wii] be'observed, do not attribute the low sales of arrack

in this district solely to the competition of the toddy, and allude to the probability
of illicit manufactyre and sale of arrack,

10.  We admit that, in spite of all our efforts (in which expense and pains
%mve certainly not been Spared) to put a stop to illicit manufacture and aal-e, tl.xere
= reason to fear the existence, to some small extent, of such offences (Wh‘cl.” e
district where most l'}“’P'keepers formerly distilled their own arrack, it is difficult
completely to prevent oxcept gradually); but we are, nevertheless, able to state,
8ft'er. some practical experience, that the present supply of toddy is, in our Lumble
0pu§mn, quite sufficient tq account for the deficiency between our actual sales and
s ostimato of what thoy would be if the toddy traffic had not been unduly

11. The result of opr experience and observation is that amongst the poorer
classes the preference is generally given to the toddy shop for the simple reason
that at the Jatter they can indalge in intoxication at the cost of one Anns, whilst
at the arrack shop they could not do 50 under four Annas. Hence, it is that the
tOdfi}’ shop-keeper almost invariably plases his shop along side of the arrack o
whilst the dealer in arrack fogrs competition instead of courting it.

12.  We have mentioned the above fact in support of our statement i th;
number of toddy shops Previously sanctioned met all legitimate requirements, :iu;1
that the late increase is such as to develop the toddy fraflic at the expense 43
arrack trade to an extent which We cannot think was ever intended on ﬂ.le.“k“owf:
ledged principle of getting the maximum of revenue from the minimum ©
consumption,

13. A reference to our letter to the Collector, dated 16th ultimo, W}u show
fhﬂt our sales during September amounted to only 7,600 gallons, and this figure
18 about the average of our monthly sales since the 1st of J uly, ineluding (?otober-

The above issue represents g monthly revenue of Rs. 12,635, whilst o;:
guarantee is Rs. 22,500 Per mensem, and our principal petition is that we 'may "
allowed to carry out our agreement under the same circumstances as REe
the time our tender Was accepted,

14, We have also asked that the toddy-producing trees (both Cocoanut ?nd
Palmyra) required by the confrgoton may be stamped or marked, with the view
of regulating supplies and checking illigis sales; which, in the absence of tho

- Testrictions placed upon the arrack traffic, are too easily carried on. This system

h” been adopted in the Town of Madras, and though the Board have pronounced
It 1mpracticable in a large district like this, we venture to hope that, as we are
ready to prove our appreciation of its good result, by paying a reasonable sum for
the employment of Gumastahs on the work, the Government may think fit to give
their consideration to this matter also,

We beg that we may be excused for the length of this petition, and have the

honor to be, &,

e T e

No. 328.

5 §

——— e .<._Wﬁ_..:,;{,,.--+;—.~,. e e e e S e P . bt
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 29th November 1875.
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From Messrs. LECOT axp CO. and P. GOUGH, Esq., Attorney to
S. SARAVANAMUTIU Pruray, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
St. George, dated Pothanore, 24th November 1875.

WEe have the honor, in continuation of ourappeal, dated the 4th instant,
against the decision of the Board of Revenue regarding the increased numbel: of
toddy shops, to bring forward, for submistfion to the Govergment, the following
fact in support of our petition, especially with reference to paragraph 4. i

2. That when the talugwar toddy auctions were held in this district in the
month of April, all the conditions of the transaction were publicly read out in the
vernacular to intending bidders, who were also clearly informed, at the same time,
of the number of sanctioned shops. - : s

3. That no official intimation was given of any intention to sanction new
shops, and that bids were, therefore, made without any hopes being held out of
i iliti toddy traffic.
mcre:‘sedrrf;:iﬁf::;e:; e zase,'we respectfully s'ub'mit that the toddy contrac-
tors could have no right to complain if they were limited to the number of shops
sanctioned at the time the talug was knocked down f-O them, as that number
admitted of their opening very many more than then existed, and was generally

understood to be finally fixed.

No. 829. . ... O=nwe tasaxox, 29th November 1875, No, LIAOFic . i
' » Rererrep to the Board of Revenue

Separate Revenue, No. 34. for a full report, which should be accom-
Abkari. pauied by all such papers relating to
the invitation of tenders and the con-

clusion of the contract with the memorialists as are not already before Govern-
men; Detailed information as to the toddy contract and the conditions on
which.i t was accepted should also be submitted, and, pending orders of Govera-
ment, further additions to the number of shops should not be madeo, The Board
shoul,d call on the Collector for report on the statement that the toddy is sold in a
d state. :
fwm?’»ntﬁTl':ere can be no doubt that the tenders for the arrack contract were
oalcul;ted with reference to the probable consumption not only of this but also
of other liquor, and the question to be considered is how far reasonable calcula-
tions may have’ been affected by material changes of system as regards other liquor,
It would be well for the Board to ascerfain the position of affairs in the other
districts worked on the same system of Abk“" ¥
(True Extract.)
(Signed) D.F. C’ARMICHAEL,
’ Secretary to Qovernment.
To the Board of Revenue.

n b I

Exd. F, R. Bantleman.
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