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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
) 15tk October 1875.
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6. To deeide on the best method of atfaining the object in view, it is first
necessary to classify the outlay charged in the public accounts under the head Irrigation.
An analysis of that outlay shows that it may be grouped as follows :—

I.—Works of which Capital and Revenue Accounts are to be kept, Those are :—

A4 ~Those constructed entirely by the British Government and the whole Capital
outlay of which is known.

B.—Those on which the o/d Capital cutlay is not accurately known, but which have
been improved or extended by the British Government the Capital ontlay being
represented by the cost of the improvements and extensions, or by whatever,
sum can be traced as the outlay, and the profits by the enchanced Reven
resulting therefrom,

IL.—Works other than those entered wnder I. These are - —

C.—Works on which there is only expenditure and no Revenue, the Expenditure being
charged off year by yoarto a budget grant under the head Works, Repairs;
Establishments, &e.

D.—Works from which Revenueis derived or secured, but the Capital cosof which ié

i not known, and the entire ourrent outlay on which may be considered a8
Revenue outlay, to be compared with the receipts. i

E.—Works of which the Capitalyutlay is partly known, and from which there is
current Revenue deﬁved,b;.tthe revenue of which cannot be justly ascribed 0
the Capital recorded. =

7. It is not the desire of the Government of India to enter under the first head
a large body of works for which it wmiie a difficult and long task to get auy thing

- approaching to complete and trustwmthy ‘accounts. Works should be kept under
class E, and not under classes A or B, until the sufficiency of the relation of the
Revenue to the Capital is ascertained and recognized, =
- 8. For the works constructed eniumly by the British Government, the Trrigation
- Officers of the Government of Madras will doubtless be able to give the Controller &
List of those for which Capital and Revenue sccounts should be muintained. The
Controller ought to be instrusted to have these accounts made up as soon as- possible.
- Particular importance is attached to this point, as it is on such works that large sums
of money are being spent from the ex&*&wdmazy grant, and the Government of Madrus
- willno doubt agree with the Governmen ont of Tndia in considering that tho outlay and.
 retwns from them should be fully ascertained and recorded with the least possible
- 9. Tor the works on which the old Capital outlay is not accurately known, but.
e :_whmh have been improved ox ex%ﬁde&iij the British z}overnmcnt, the Capital outlay :
k) %‘@Gmg,l'@resented by the cost of m}pnmements and extensions, or by whatever sum can

= Do traced as the outlay, it is foft wﬁ!&ﬁoYemment of Madras to select the projects

2 which Capital and Revenue accounts ean be made up and mainfained.  The selec-
ﬁ_on of the works can Pprobably be made without much difficulty, but however this iy

- be, Tam to ask that the Wﬂtksmybanamed g0 far as can be done at present, 11
°‘d§?f*ﬂf“ﬁmﬁ of the mdmﬂnﬁftheﬁ:monnts in those of the works known to come
- within the category mentioned, ~I£hsrmiter“ ter it is found that there are other works of

; t!xe same class, the necessary acoouiat{m then be made up for them. ~ All the other
works can be treated as works for which't he technical capital or revenue accounts are
not to be kept. i ‘

from the ordinary grant.

‘ascertaining the true financial -positi

over the investigations. _
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10. From these remarks it will be understood that the exclusion of a work from
the category of those in which net revenue is compared with Capital does not militate
against the full record of such eapital outlay on it as may be known, or against the
exhibition and comparison of its actual earnings and working expenses. :

11. TUnder these arrangements it is hoped that the labour of making up the Capitay
and Revenue Accounts of the works in eategory A and B need not be so great as seems
to be expected. But not only in this category but in all irrigation works it will be
necessary, I am to remark, to adopt some system of classifying the works by projects
or groups according to their character; and the nature of the expenditure incurred on
them. When there is no Capital expenditure, all the outlay, whether on works or on
repairs, should be treated as Revenue charges and should be provided for accordingly.
By debiting outlay on extensions and impijyements to Revenue, it may follow that in
some one year the Revenue outlay may be in excess of the Revenue reccipts. But as
both Revenue outlay and Revenue receipts will according to the forms in use be carried on
year by year, the final effect of the increased outlay on the receipts will be kept in view.

12. As regards the exhibition of Revenue due to the several works, it is observed
that the question has been raised whethetfﬁ;é;a;monnt of assessments may not be used
instead of the actual collections. The Grovernment of India will not object to this being
done provided that any subsequent increase or decrease of importance in the actual
collections is duly communicated to the Office of Account, in order that the correction o
may be applied to the statements of agew d expenditure and income to end of the B
following year. But I am to say, in cor 1, that on no works except those for
which Capital and Revenue Accounts are kept will any funds be provided from the
extraordinary grant. In cases in which this has already been done, then the outlyy
incurred from the extraordinary grant must be forthwith reported in view to its refund
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2. The works for which separate Capital and Revenue Accounts have to be
opened are somewhat numerous, and of the more important a list has been made out ;
but it is desired that the chief irrigation works of the Presidency should be first
dealt with, leaving those which are comparatively unimportant to be taken up after-
wards. It will certainly take a long time to get all these accounts prepared, and, until
those of two or three of the principal works shall have been completed, it is hardly
practicable to say what the rate of progress will be, but with the knowledge of what
has Yo be done, which will be acquired as the investigations proceed, no doubt the work
will be got through much faster hereafter than can be the case at present.

3. With regard to tanks and minor irrigation works generally, there is no
intention of attempting Capital and Revenue Accounts in detail as preseribed for
important irrigation works. On the other band, to leave these, which collectively
irrigate so much land, entirely out of consideration, would not, it is thought, enable a
correct idea of the irrigation of this Presidency to be formed. Still it is not intended
that anything should be done with such works beyond so classifying current expendi-
ture as to admit of future investigations being the more readily carried out. What is

~ proposed in connection with these works is that they should be divided into the classes
already directed, viz. :— S

Classes,

IL—Irrigation from rivers with the tanks supplied.
111.—Deo. do. miner streams do.  do.
IV.—Do. do. rainfed tanks,

V.—Do. do. spring channels.

And it is further proposed that all outlay shall be classed under Capital or Revenue,
and that the general results of such outlay on the revenue shall be exhibited in annual
statements for each district under each elass of irrigation works. So much appears
- to be necessary, more will generally be impracticable.

: 4. There are however some groups of irrigation works which will, in the first
 instance, be included in these classes, which at some future time it will probably be
desirable to deal with separately. As instances the following may be mentioned ;—

A,—The irrigation from the Tambrapoorney in Tinnevelly under the

old native anicuts, above the Striviguntum anicut. Some of
these are individually of more actual importance than the last
named anicut system, while collectively the area of irrigation

and the revenue are very considerable. Added to this some

expenditure is being incurred upon them, and in time
probably a good deal will be done for their improvement.

B.—The irrigation under similar anicuts from the Ambravutty in

Coimbatore.

C.—The irrigation from the Bhowany in the same district.
D.—The irrigation from the several considerable rivers in the Cuddapah

and Bellary districts. |
5. These considerations induce the Government to think that it would not be
advisable to adopt the suggestion made in paragraph 11 of the letter ahove recorded
of debiting to Revenue all outlay on extensions and improvements on works on which
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no such Capital outlay, as would necessitate the opening of separate Capital and
Revenue Accounts, may be incurred. It will be as easy, and it will be far more
appropriate it is thought, to maintain a distinction between outlay on material and, in
relation to the description of irrigation works, important improvements, and that on
maintenance or upkeep, by charging the former to Capital and the latter to Revenue,
than to make the whole a Revenue charge, and so render it very difficult to ascertain
the results of Public Works expenditure upon these different classes of works, which,
as already noticed, are collectively of no little importance. Recently orders have been
Proccedings No. 2,48, dated 30th August 1875, g“zi ‘;’;;ﬁ;’vi‘i’i:;: "i &‘;hs’;';z ;’fb:i‘:;
these under the head of Capital or Revenue respectively, and these limits have been
determined with reference to the gemeral character of the individual works of
the several classes. The Government believe that the rule will work well, and lead
eventually to a fuller and clearer knowledge of the results of systematic treatment of
these minor irrigation works than would otherwise be practicable. It need only be
fu;jthex remarked that the arrangements proposed by this Government cannot directly
0:;“ indirectly affect the question of the preparation of the Capital and Revenue
Accounts of the systemsgi irrigation or individual important works, which all come
upder Class . %\ =% »

6. 'With regard to paragraph 12 of the letter from the Government of India, it
has to be noticed that the assessments intended to be taken credit for as the revenue
derived from the irrigation works of this Presidency are the net assessments, after
deduction of remissions, forming the actual demand to be collected, and the difference
between this demand qud the a&co&cﬁoﬂs will but very scldom be of any
importance. These Proceedings, however, will be communicated to the Revenue Depart-
ment, in order that all such differences may be duly reported, first, forsthe works of

- Class I, and, secondly, for all other worksin each district, and the results exhibited

will, after review in Government Proceedings, be communicated to the Controller of
Public Works Accounts,

(g ot

- %i:zxf" M_ajor.General, B.E;

- Seeretary bo Government, '

To the Chief Engineer for Irrigation. -~
,»  Controller of Public Works A ceounts,
»  Revenue Department. gy

Exd. 8. T. Austin, - s
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