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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
: 2 ‘ : . 16tk November -18175.

No. 203.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th
N August 1875, No. 2,292 :—
‘ M the following letter from a. VmsAGNEW Esq., Collector of Nellore, to
e U STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
15th July 1875, No. 1,961 :—
In thelr Miscellaneous Proceedings, No. 8,413, dated 2nd December, commu-

: S 'meaﬁng G. 0., Revenue Department, dated 8rd November 1874 the Board'
| i directed me to report on the questions raised in paragraphe 26 and 28 of the

g

i Government Order. .
i - 2. Paragraph 28 requires the submxssmn, if possxble, of an estimate of the g
| -  financial result of Mr. Thornhill’s scheme as modified by Government, To frame
| - "~ such an estimate involves the classification of nearly six lacs of acres of grazing
lands under the three proposed rates. This is a difficult operationi entailing a
tour of inspection of kanchas which my other duties, especially the introduction
of the new settlement and the measures consequent on the flood damage to many
vlllages have not admitted of my undertaking.

; 8. With reference to paragraph 26 of the Government Order calling for report
zuﬁdhowtha lessees

are ta be selected, T have the honor £n obgerva that 3+ annacea_—
. to me that the whole of Mr. Thornhill’s scheme falls to the ground with the rejec-
: ~* tion by Governﬁnt of his first proposal that all ‘grazing rents should be abolished in
/ ‘ villages where the waste does not exceed 150 per cent. of the cultivated area. The
~ substitution by Government of 50 per cent. for the present 30 per cent. does not
matenaﬂy alter matters and leaves the difficulty almost as it was, and I have no
other solution to offer of it than that proposed in my letter printed with G. 0,

; wéﬂ 4th April 1873, Revenue Department.

oo, My, Thornhﬂl’s object in proposing to deal only with the waste exceeding
15@* per cent. of the cultivated area was so to satufy the ciaims of resident villagers
" that all the excess waste land might and should fairly 1 be given to outsiders. The
~ number of acres fo B&then dealt with would be thus reduced to rather under three

'hed. ‘These the Golloeim was to arrange in convenient lots, and classify under

se : e qua i y of the pasture.

, n-year leases to the principal

1 f }ndlv;éﬂal catﬂe breeders, The rest he was f.o xfmte apphcatmns for on ﬁve-yeax

\ A P  leases from other cattle ownera in the coast twluqaf There was to be no competi-

- tiomin N‘P‘Wt to price. The intention was that the Collector should persomally
| dispose of these applications and use his general knowledge of the necessities of

: (- ihe ! cants, and his discretion in selecting amongst applicants for the same lot.

\ h e By the expression ‘tender or dnrkhast,” I understand Mr. Thornhill to :
i havemeant simply “appamﬁoh. o beg to submit four statements, ‘marked A, B,
 Cand D, showing respectively the villages in each talug aﬁ’eeted md how cach is
5 ;‘aﬁeetad by the application of each of the four percentagea, viz., 30, 50, 100, and 150,

7 Subjoined is an abstract thereof, "=
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: P,
villages in Nellore in excess of 50 per cent. of the occupied ares, called for’a
report as to the financial effect of the measure.

9. In the foregoing letter, the Collector states that he has been unable, owing
to other emergent duties, to carry out the classification of the lands in order to
such an estimate, but submits certain statements to show the effect, as to the
extent of waste to be disposed of, of the adoption of 30 per cent. the present rate,
of 50 per cent. the rate approved by Government, of 100 per cent. and of 150 per
cent. the rate proposed by Mr. Thornhill. He further explains that, in the selee-
tion of lessees, competition is not to be allowed, but the Collector is to choose at
his diseretion from the applicants for pasturage blocks. -

3. At 30 per cent. the extent of waste to be disposed of is Acres 62,447
in 247 villages, at 50 per cent. 594,637 in the same number, at 100 per cent.
425,173 in 246 villages, and at 150 per cent. 293,575 in 178. Thus the number
of villages affected does not materially decrease until 150 per cent. is taken, and
Mr. VansAgnew is strongly of opinion that unless this rate is allowed
Mr. Thornhill’s whole proposals must fall to the ground. He sees no alternative
but the scheme originally suggested by him. oS B

4. The Board observe that Mr. VapsAgnew’s figures throw no further light
on the question whether 50 per cent. of the occupied area is a sufficient allowance

for the requirements of the resident ryots or mot; and that his scheme, which

apparently allowed no free waste, and which entailed a classification even more
laborious than is involved in the Government mhm, is qpenweve:y ohjection

whieh can be urged against the latter.  ~ = AR

' | e to submit his letter to Government as
containing somie furthef information on the matter, and to recommend that a more
liberal allowance than 50 per cent. may be accorded. The extent which it is
¥ Woy to assign to the resident villagers is so much a matter of opinion that it
is difieult to prove that any particular rate is or is not correct, and the question
cannot be settled on abstract grounds. The local investigation made by Mr. Thorn-
~ hill led him to suggest 150 per cent. as the proper rate, and his conclusion is con-

eurred in by the Collector and local officers. |
6. It must be remembered that the taxation of waste land for pasture which
-Govemmentmhnva resolved to maintain in Nellore is quite exceptional ; that the
coneession of the more liberal rate of 150 per cent. will be a great encouragement
to breeders of stock, and will be received as a boon by the people; and that it is
necessary to be careful lest by the assignment of too large tracts on pasturage leases
ears a clog be put upon the extension of cultivation. The exemption of

\

for five ¥ s
~a greater number of villages tfrom interference and the material reduction in the

* abor of detailed elassification, which will follow the adoption of the 150 per cent.

rate, are also arguments in its favor. It will probabl).rvinvolve the loss of half the
present revenue, which is about 60,000 Rupee?, but this seems of small consequence
~ in comparison with a settlement of the question, speedy and sat‘iafactory to the

,People' £S

7. For these reasons the Board resolve to request Government to recousider

the matter in view to the concession of the 150 per cent. rate. Pending orders,
Mr. VansAgnew will proceed without delay to the classification of the lands in
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At 80 per cent, . 247 8
: 48 | 7esdes | 101,718 | gaz,a47 The total mumber of villages for the
¥ GO i , whols disirict is 889 acoording to 0ld ac-
- 4 247 | 348 764,163 169,626 594,637 wuor;ls afud 598 according to the survey.
. 100 t of the 598 survey villages, there is
= wh 38 340 759,555 | 834,382 | 493,173 | ° ‘and available in 351 villages ; that is
{t6 | #7171 in nearly two.thirds of the villages thers
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;i will be observed that the number of villages
: ; _ ree pasture be 30 or 50 per cent. of the occupied
area, that there is a decrease of only one survey village even if 100 per cent. be

o s
g"l n, anfi that it is only when we come to 150 per cent. that there is a material
ecrease in the number of villages affected

8. From the above fizures it
affected is the same whether the

9. Itwi : byl
t will also be observed from Column 6 that the substitution of 50 for

gazgp;:;el:: ;gfg;;ent. would only reduce the residue to be dealt with from
'2,93,,575 m,’ h 1 acres, and ﬁthat at 150 per cent. there would still remain
v;he:h 8 thi_ge: m: 78 survey villages to be dealt with. It would be immaterial
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IN G. 0., dated 3rd November 1874, No. 1,390, Government, before ﬁnal!y
directing the leasing for pasturage at fixed rates per acre of all waste lands 1n
villages in Nellore in excess of 50 per cent. of the occupied ares, called fo?
report as to the financial effect of the measure. J

2. In the foregoing letter, the Collector states that he has been nna.ble, owing
to other emergent duties, to carry out the classification of the lands in order to
such an estimate, but submits certain statements to show the effect, as to the

extent of waste to be disposed of, of the adoption of 30 per cent. the presenf rate,
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