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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
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5. The work of repairs to distribution channels and additional road bridges over them is
rapidly going on throughout my division, and I ¢ “icipate a very considerable addition to the
amount of irrigation under these channels during t+  ning scason.

6. From the 5th to the 15th of May I was at ay. 'eor working at the Irrigation Rettlement
of the talugsin the Kurnool District; the amount of remissions agreed to were very small, and
the ryots on the whole seemed well contented with the returns they have obtained from their

wet cultivation. :
7. The general health of employés has been much better, but few cases of fever having

oconrred. i
The total amount of rainfall during the month is as follows :—

Jutoor ... ¢ 0-70
Ayaloor o 1:00
Chintacoonta ... = i 230 o
Dhoor ... . i : 3:37 S

. (Bighed)  A.J. DODSON,

Duoog,
Conservancy. Engineer.

btk June 1875,
Chigf Engineer's Report to accompany the Divisional Report for May 1875.

Tuz Divisional Reports contein a full account of the repairs in progress during the month.

2. The season has been unfavorable for the spread of irrigation; buf, in spite of this,
the settlement just over shows an increase of wet cultivation of 50 per cent., i.c., of 3,000 acres.
This is to an insignificant extent due to garden mpé, which in previous years to some extent
took water as dry crops by flooding ; but two-thirds of the total increase is in Cuddapah District
in rice only on sandy soil. »

8. I am glad to say that no cases of neglect of due attention, asking for bribes,. nor inten~
tional false entrios have been proved against the Company’s servants. One case of accusation,
as it were by round robin, was vaguely made by the xyots of one village in Cuddapah. The
whole of the petitioners, however, on reference being made to them, denied their signatures, or
rather denied that they authorized their names being attached, and all knowledge of the petition
or of guilt in the Overseer. ' : .

4, In reference to an interesting question pf' the origin of the adoption of the present
system of ridge distribution, to which some allusion was made in one of my reports, and which
has been apparently misunderstood, I think I should explain the facts. Up to within a fort-
night of the termination of the supplemental contract time agreed to between the Company and
the Secretary of State, (viz., B1st July 1875) the present ridge system was not only unrecommended
by Government Officers, but was opposed to the orders of Government and to the advice of the
Government Officers o far as I know. Pravious to that ‘date, contours only had been approved
by Madras Government, and ridge channels with low inclination (and consequently with freqaent
masonry falls to overcome the fall of the ground) had been recommended by the Government
Officers, This recommendation was impracticable within the limits of the contract money and
time (1) on account of the expense of a reticalation of hundreds of branches, each prejvided with
numero'us masonry works (sometimes ten or twelve tq the mile) led up to with high and broad banks
(G. 0., No. 1,647, of 19th June 1871, end), and (2) from the difficulty of accurately levelling
out and supervising such scattered masonry works. In their Order, No. 1,647, of 19th June
1871, the Madras Government for the first time, so far as I know, withdrew the condition that
distributing channels must never have a caleulated valocity of over ?,000 ya.n.is an hour ; and so
first rendered it possible for the Company to spend a rupee of either capital or loan on the

existing ridge channel system. .
5. The usual table of reinfall accompany this report.
(Bigned) J. H. LATHAM,

Kurnoon,
A { Chief Engineer,

156k June 1875, ‘ T
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