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PromMya of the ‘Mqlébakf Government, Judicial Department,
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' 7. The Collector of Cuddapah would require previous sanction only in cases
where Village Officers are accused ; the Collectors of South Arcot and Tinnevelly
would require it both in cases where Village Officers are accused, and where the
Forest Officers concerned feel doubtful; the Collectors of Madura and Malabar
vould 1 qui nl and the Collector of Chingleput where

bi »alora the aceused. The Collector of Salem is
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Inspector of Forests will not work. Itis obvious that the words ¢ special case”
and ‘¢ ordinary case;” and “ ef cwfera” are so vague as’to nullify the restrictions
altogether, and to leave matters just as ‘they were before the ruling was issued,
when, as Government remarked, it rested with-the Collegtor. to eontrol his subordi-
nates in such matters, Moreover, 4 theft,” Qwhie}gthé\_lhapector classes under
‘ordinary cases, involves the very cases of breach of Forest Rules in which injustice
is most likely to be done, simply because the Subordinate Magistracy are too ready
to admit any right of Government asserted by an officer of Government.

9. The Board are of opinion that the ruling ghould stand as it is, or be
cancelled in fofo. The reports now before the Board seem to them to show that
the ruling will be productive of great practical inconvenience, and that there is no
reason to distrest the Subordinate Magistracy, acting under the direction of the
chief officer of the district in these more than in any other magisterial matters.
The cases, though called, from one point of view, breaches of Forest Rules, are all

though called, from one poins
 ¢ases punishable ander the Penal Code or some other penal Act, and the offences

require exactly the same proof for conviction as other offences. The only danger
is that Magistrates may be too apt to accept the assertion of Forest Officers, with
regard to the right of Government to growing trees or dead-wood, and it would
be a simple matter to warn them against this.
 10. The letter from the Inspector of Forests, dated 13th June 1874, No. 157,
in which he calls attention to a circular on the subject of these so-called forest
prasecutions issued by the Collector of South Canara, deserves attention. The
circular seems to the Board to be in accordance with the ruling now in force, but
it is open to serious chjections. P
: (A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed)

J. GROSE,
Sec_retary.
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g d G. TER, Esq., Acting :Segretary to Government, Revenue
' Department, dated Madras, 11th Febrary 1875, No. 626.
Referring to Board’s Proceedings, No. 110-1914, dated the 22nd July 1874,

I have the Lonor to solicit the attention of Government to the subject of all forest

cases being referred to the Collector of the district before prosecution before the

Magistracy. AZE S el gus
9. In every district which I have visited the Forest Officers have complained

of the delay which occurs and consequent difficulty in obtaining convictions, aud

ledly of opinion that the notification proposed by the.

Japtain O, WALKER, Offciating Inspoator of @orests, to
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