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Proceedingiéf the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
. 8 3rd November 1875,

Read the following letters :—

No. 47.  From H. W. BLISS, Esq., Acting Collector of Madura, to the Hon.
D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secrctary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated 26th October 1875, No. 2,368.

I mave the honor to enclose copy of a telegram I despatched to you late last
night after consultation with the Acting Zillah Surgeon.

2. My weekly telegraphic report of cholera attacks and deaths, despatched
earlier in the same day, will have acquainted Government with the fact that during
the last week there. has been an alarming increase in the prevalence of the disease.
This is generally attributed to the very heavy rains we have had and to the conse-
quent continued dampness of the atmosphere. Very probably this may be the reason,
and, as there now seems to be a break in the weather, the public health may improve.
It is impossible to say, however, that it will. I trust, therefore, thgt my telegraphic
request for more medical assistance may be complied with. ¢

3. A good many of the 672 deaths reported in the week were old cases, which
should have come into former returns had the village officers obeyed orders and sent
in daily reports as they were directed to do ; but the proportion of old cases reported
was rather less last week than on many previous occasions, as the disease has now
travelled inwards from the seaboard across the great zemindaris into the Govern-
ment talugs, and returns are, therefore, coming in with more regularity than was the
case when we had only the zemi dari curnams to depend upon for them. The truth,

 thorofore, as to the increased prevalence of the disease is rather worse than the

telegraphed returns would indicate, even after allowing for the source of error I have

pointed out. | '
4. 1 may state that what could be done with cholera all over the district to

arrest its progress has been done. But that has necessarily been very little.

" Medicines and instructions for using them have been widely distributed, and the

importance of cleanliness and of the destruction of infected clothing has been
jmpressed on the heads of villages. Hospital Assistants have been moved from place
o place as the disease showed itself, and so far as could be done without breaking
up the regularly-established dispensaries. Some of the medical subordinates have
knocked up. But we have obtained two more to take their places from the Deputy
_General at Trichinopoly, and have now at different places in Madura (where

Surgeon :
ahoﬁ:i still continues) and in the three talugs above mentioned fifteen medical

officers of all grades, including the Acting Zillah Surgeon and Dr. Chester. There

are also two or three American Mission Dressers, and some Vaccinators have been
diverted from their ordinary duties, and set to treat the sick as well as they can. But
the area of these three talugs and of the portion of the Madura Talug where cholera
still prevails is over 3,500 square miles, with a population of close on a million, so-
that additional medical aid will not be wasted if it can be afforded, though it is, of
course, impossible to send & medical officer to every village which may be attacked.

5. T request that if the medical subordinates I ask for can be sent, Government
will telegraph to the Acting Sub-Collector at Dindigul 10"receive and post them. He
can do so more quickly than I can.

P.S.—193 deaths, nearly all recent cases, were reported yesterday.
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Pmceedmgs of the Madras Gooemmmt Remmc qu-tmmt
e 3rd November 1875

No. 47A. Telegram from the same officer, dated 25th October 1875.

- Crorera bad Penakohxm, Palaney, Dindigul Talugs. I beg ﬁveormxaddmonal
methml— suhﬂrd.lmf/ae may be sent Dmd;gul for dxstribntmn thence to mfeeﬁed
B e DY - i - 2 b

Onnxa mmm, 3rd Novemlm 18’(5 No. 1,‘5‘!.2 : '

. Rmonm It is observed that
mmmﬁhte action was taken on the tele-
 gram referred to in the foregoing letter
- a&i&gfewdﬁﬁomlmedmlnd.
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Cholera in Nadura Bw.a\}.«.u.lu—wmccn.&hm. letter iy
from tho Collector reporting the prevalence of —, =
and observing that immediate action was faken on
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