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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,

s

A "~ 3rd November|1875.
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; Read the following papers:—
No. 82.  Proccedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 24th June 1875, No. 1,745.

Read the following letter from R. SEWELL, Esq., Acting Head Assistant
Collector, to G. D. LEMAN Esq., Collector of the Kistna District,
dated Mangalaghen‘y, 19th March 1875, No. 96.

I mave the honor to request that you will kindly submit the following letter to
the Board of Revenue for the information of the Government, with a word of support
if you agree with me.

9. Itis well known to the Board that the Iate Mr. Boswell, when he was
stationed at Masulipatam, took great interest ¢ the a;- cheological remains in. the Kistna
District, and in this he had the cordial support of the Government. They felt the
importance of the matter, and impressed upon a1l Collectors their desire that * stringent

measures” might be adopted to preserve q:.l archseological relics in the different
districts, at the same time sanctioning any rexsonable expenditure for the purpose of
furnishing Government with lists and copiés of all stone inscriptions (vide G. O.,
Miscellaneous No. 2,108, dated 14th Decemqbr 1871).

3. Tt is perhaps needless for me to reﬁapltulate all that took place, as it wﬁl

be freah in the memory of the Board; but I may refer to the letter from General

, Director-General of the Arohwblogiual Survey of India, No. 101, dated
August 19&, 1871, published with G. O, Miscellaneous No. 1,577, dated 11th
September 1871, from which it appears eIeaﬂ that it was the intention of Govern-
ment and the desire of Greneral Cunninghan that excavations should be carried out
on Mr, Boswell's return from sick leave. Mz Boswell’s unfortunate death put & stop
toewrythmg,undnoshpeofanykmdhn since been taken. ‘

| 4. Independently of the probability of any fresh discoveries being made, thuzy

are several points remaining undetermined it the relics already found, which would
well repay mvesl:lgat‘mn, and which are amﬂﬂy desired by English antiquarians.

5. I know that the Government Eamfhat the explorations should be carried
ontbyexperu,andlam quite aware ofmi ‘own deficiency in that respeot. I do
not, therefore, ask to be permu"ted (at any rate for the present) to interfere fo any
great extent with such relics as the. Amaravaty sculptures; but T think the Govern-

* ment will see that there is a great dealthafmay be dtmhy anamnnrlifé myself
in prepanng the way for ﬂtma more § 5
6., Something may be done without any @ar nf evil golts arising from
umkdfnlhandhng,andlwﬂahorﬂymwﬁaﬁthmem |
t it is doubtful whet er there still remains at Awaravaty any
TI)M Ipmmycmfuuywdw
| mreofthp rail still stand.mgkl
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Proceedings of the Madras Glovernment, Revenue Department,
3rd November 1876

i
its original position, would have been on of the finest relics in Tndia ; but it has been
80 injured and demolished that there is now really no object to he gained in leaving
the stones where they are. If money can be spared for the purpose, they should be
sent to England ; if not, to the Museum at Madras, Meanwhile, if the Government
will permit it, I will have any detached stones sent to the Museum at Bezwada, and
carefully stored and catalogued. I speak only of defached stones, Any such in their
erect position, or even near the remaining (erect) portion of the rails, T will leave alone,
and send a report on the matter. Mr. Boswell states that some stones were buried for

safety. These being completely detached, might be sent to some Museum if the place
can be found where they lie.

8. 1If the Government think it dangerous to entrust me with this work, I will
confine myself, with their sanction, to eertain other explorations, 1
~ 9. The caves at Undavillf}, opposite Bezwada, o
have not yet been sufficiently examined, Tt is a rock
only the upper two are visible. The lower two

n the south side of the Kistna,
-cut temple of four storeys, But
are hidden under a mass of brick
standing forward from the rock, or
er is the more likely supposition.
to the temples, as in the case of the
1s more than probable that amongst

It is probable that there was a massive frontage -
Karli caves and others, which has fallen in. It

this debris will be found detached raths @ the original pillars on which the building
stood, with their capitals, carvings, and possible inscriptions. It is certain that the
removal of the debris will bring to light the two lower storeys, and it is not at all
impossible that, when removed, the debris will be found to be concealing the front of
a rock temple of very much greater importance than the two caves above,

10. The pillars and walls of the upper storeys have all been carved over by the
Brahmins, and bear now roughly-hewn figures of the wars of Rama and Ravana.

11.  As the lower chambers, whatever they may be, have been covered in by the
debris described, they probably were not touched by the Brahmins - and, if so, the
removal of the mound will be very interesting, inasmuch gs it will ;)lace one :;bove
the other, representations of two storeys of a Budhist cave uninjured, with ,two gimilar
storeys as they were after being handled by the Brahmins, I need hardly point out
how interesting this will be to antiquarians. If permitted, T will carry out this work
very carefully in conjunction with Mr. W, R. Norris, Executive Engineer, who is
anxious to help, and who will be able to draw plans and sections of the chambers
discovered, and perhaps take photographs of the whole. :

12. Now as to the Bhattiprole Tope. This has been almost entirely demolished,
but there still remains fourteen- feet of the original mound ; and exactly down the
centre still remains the remarkable hollow shaft, nine inches in diameter, noted by
Mr. Norris in his letters published with G, 0., No. 1,410, dated 11th October 1872,
(Miscellaneous). The tope is so hopelessly injured that no harm can now be done by
little further examination, and I would request permission to clear it away partially,
in the centre, in order to ascertain whe(ther, as is possible, the shaft ends in the relic
chamber ; if so, the shape of it will be carefully noted (as so earnestly desired by
Mr. Fergusson, zide his “ Hand-book of Axchitecture,” Volume 1., pp- 19, 20). I

 propose to examine this, and report upon it.

Proceedings of the Madras Governiment, Revenue Department,
E5 8rd November 1875.

13. Reverting now for a moment to the Amaravaty Tope, and its unfortunate

| demolition, Iwould beg for permission to explore a circular mound at the village

_of Pidugurala, in the Palnad—thus spoken of by Mr. Boswell (vide his report to
the Board of Revenue, dated 31st March 1870): * Near the latter village (Pidu-
-gurala) are a number of mounds forming a sort of large circle, which the people
believe to be the remains of an old fort. The appearance of these mounds bears,
- however, a very strong resemblance to the ZVipavali Dinna at Amaravaty, beneath
which the Amaravaty sculptures were discovered. They have never been opened.”

: It is just possible ‘that excavations may discover another such double rail as that at

Amaravaty, and I earnestly ask permission to make some few excavs:tions there and
report the result. Should I find traces of anything of the kind, I will at once cease

- work, cover up any stone-work discovered, and report the matter, so that the sculptures

mey be afterwards thoroughly examined by more scientific hands. If expl_orati?ns
were to result in such a discovery, I think we should very soon have an antiquarian
party sent out from England to examine it.- et ;

14. 1 request, also, that ¥ may be permitted to expend some money ooc.asiogall.y
in other excavations, especially in the places noticed by Mr. Boswell, w:luch, it is
tolerably certain, he would have explored, had he been able to return to this country,
and for which, I think, he would have received the cordial support of the Government.

15: T can assure the Government that my operations will be conducted with the

- greatest care, for I am far too interested myself in the question to do any injury to

any of these remains ; whenever I come upozg. anything of value which unscientifie
hands ought not to meddle with, I will at once cease work and report.

16. I beg, also, that I may occasionally be permitted to open Kistvains or
cairns, preserving the contents, and making drawings where necessary, and to colllect
and place in the Bezwada Museum some of the() more valuable sculptures @d carvings
that may be, or have lately begn, exhumed by the workmen engaged in digging

~ oangls and the like under the Public Works Department.

17. 1 donot propose to carry out any ¥ery extensive Worl;s, or to cause Gov-
ernment any great expense, and I therefore carnestly beg that I may have your
support in this matter.

B e
\

No. 6806-

SusMiTTED to the Board of Revenue for their favorable consideration. . .
- MASULIPATANM, : ' (Signed) H. NEWMAN,

- 21st May 1875. Acting Collector.

e ¢

! to report approximately what sum will be required
for t:? 6pm l:o::g::::slietid' by i;, sl;?:u ,"1..'1‘9 Ssisd Wil be prepa;ed to: ‘
mPPbrt prOpM for any reasonable expgndltﬂm

‘ (A true Copy an? Extraet.)
So e o n fBigned) ' H. E.BTOKES, 4
= Acting Becretary.
o = .
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Prwecdmys of the Madm rament, Revenue Dmrmt.
- 8rd November 1875.

No. 33. i P;;;e;dmgs of the Boua of R.qmg dated 26th August 1875,
i :

Read again Board’s Proceedmgg dated 24th June 1875, No. 1,745.
Read also the following letter from H. NEWM AN &q_u Kol OOtk of m..

Kistna District, to H. E. STOKES A
of Revenue, dated Mas“hpﬂtam 315?}?;1 cting Secretary to the Board

y 1875, No., 1,044.
. Wira reference to Proceedings, No, 1 1,745, dated 24th June 1875, I have the
honor to forward Mr, Sewell’s letter from whmb the Board will obm;'ve that the
probable amouant of money reqmred for Omymg out Mr. &Welri p.om

regarding the archazological remains wonld be Rupees 1,000.

ENCLonmu No. 1.
From R. SEWELL, Esq.,, Acting Head Assigtant Collector,

Collector of the Kistna District, daged Bezwada, 19th Jul
Wira reference to your letter, No. 949, dated 12th J b

Progeedings, No, 1, 745, dated 24th June 18?5 in which “‘: ::}::d TERLTR km:" ’“:
will be required for carrymg out my proposals regardin g the srchaglogios] r“ WWW
I'have the honor to inform you that I hawe “Wed 'mh the % - th;mu:v =

went on the subject. Public Works Depas

‘2. They tell me that the removal of the mound in ﬁ'onl of the T, &
cost under Rupees 500. The work to be done on the ¢ Undavilly rock-temples w

Bhattiprole mound and the Pidugurala
englosure, with the expenses of remaving some. . "
cast guother Bupees 500, oarved stanes ad sistaga to Beavad, will probably.

3. T trust that the Board vxl] ngt l‘zhmk
:uch very desirable resnltl Mkm M M fox m mﬂm "
- "“vus!a__

sgsmm for ﬂm orders of Government,
2. Mr. Sowell, Acting Hoead Assistant, mmnqmm..;wu -nh

certain excavations and explorations Gf archsol detailed
letter recorded in the Board's Proceedings aho::i r(:dmmn:s; for a s;:“:

Rnpem 1,000 for this purpose. The Board support M, Sewell’s m
(Trne Gopxeg,nd Em) ; .y
 (Signed) H E. mm e
No. 34. OrpER THEREON, 3rd November 1875, No. 1 ,568.
" Misciems, | . T papers will bo forwanded.to the
— e Government of India, in view to General
' Cunningham’s opinion being obtained,
(True Extract.) ‘
.. (Sigeed) L. A cmnm
: » M’Mm to m ﬁ‘ g

...‘ ( >4 -&1,

to H. NEWMAN, Esq., Acting

T;tboBmdoi ,Runm‘n,.. .
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_ No. 1,745. ~ o
Procrepings oF THE Boarp oF Revexue, dated 24th Jwne 1875.

Read the following letter from R. SEWELL, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collee-
- tor, to G. D. LEMAN, Esq., Collector of the Kistna District, dated
Mangalagherry, 19th March 1'875, No. 96 :—

I save the honor to request that you will kindly submit the following letter
to the Board of Revenue for the information of the Government, with a word of
support if you agree with me.

2. It is well known to the Board that the late Mr. Boswell, when he was
stationed at Masulipatam, took great interest in the archaeological remains in the
Kistna District, and in this he had the cordial support of the Government. They
felt the importance of the matter, and impressed upon all Collectors their desire 2
that ¢ stringent measures *’ might be adopted to _preserve all archazological relics }
in the different districts, at the same nm%sag tioning any reasonable expenditure
for the purpose of furnishing Government with lists and copies of all stone in-
scriptions (Vide G. O., Miscellaneous No. 2,108, dated 14th December 1871).

3. It is perhaps needless for me to recapitulate all that took place, as it will
be fresh in the meémory of the Board ; but I may refer to the letter from General
Cunningham, Director-General of the Archwological Survey of India, No. 101, dated
August 19th, 1871, published with G. O., Miscellaneoas No. 1,577, dated 11th
September 1871, from which it appears clearly that it was the intention of
Government, and the desire of General Cunningham, that excavations should be
carried out on Mr. Boswell’s return from sick leave. Mr. Boswell’s unfortunate 3
death put a stop to every thing, and no steps of any kind have since been taken. .

4, Independently of the probability of any fresh discoveries being made, ;
there are several points remaining nndetermined in the rolics alroady found, which
would well repay investigation, and which are earnestly desired by English anti-
quarians. :

5. 1know that the Government desire that the explorations should be carried

“ out by experts, and I am quite aware of my own deficiency in that respect. Ido
not, therefore, ask to be permitted (at any rate for the present) to interfere to any
great extent with such relics as the Amaravaty sculptures, but I think the Govern-
ment will see that there isa great deal that may be done by an amateur like
myself, in preparing the way for those more skilled. 3

6. Something may be done without amy fear of evil results arising from
unskilful handling, and I will shortly note what those are.

7. T believe that it is doubtful whether there still remains at Amaravaty any

of the omred rails in their proper position. I propose very careﬁflly to

clear away debris and rubbish, and if I come upon any more of the rail still
standing, I will leave it in its place and report at once. If I find loose stones, I

will note their exact position and store them, for I feel sure that eventually the :
Government will hitve them removed to some Museum. The great double r%il, 5
if it had been left in its original position, would have been one of the finest relics

in India; but it has been so injured and demolished that there is now really ne

object to be gained in leaving the stones 'wﬁgm they are. If money ‘ca.p.be.apla;ed

for the purpose they should be sent fo England. I not, to the ‘l[mummt Madras, .
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completely detached, might be sent to somo Museum, if the place can be found

b

o R ek TS

Meanwhile, if the Government will permit it, I will have any detached stones
sent to the Museum at Bezwada, and carefully stored and catalogued, I speak
only of defached stones.  Any such in their erect position, or even nfar tl;e remp:in-
ing (erect) portion of the rails, I will leave alone ;nd send a r V rt on the
matter. Mr. Boswell states that some stones were Imr:'ed for safety. :-;?l?ese 'Being

where they lie.

: 8‘. If t‘;‘he Government think it dangerous to entrust me with thi k, 1
will confine myself, with their sanction, to certain other eipl OTa'iOn(g is work,
b ... The cavesat Ulfda‘»"“y ) Opposite Bezwada, on the south side ;f the Kistna

ave not yet been sufficiently examined. Ttis a rock-cut temmle of £ 3
Blft only' the upper two are visible. The lower two are hidd o 0d e ’“"“"%
brick which may be the debris of a building originally standin e!}oli':v e:i t}rm:: st;e
rock, or may be a mound deliberatgly built up. The formeg_ & ar ol‘k ;
suppositioy, It is probable that there was a massive fronta l‘tls ]e PR
in the case of the Karli caves and others, which has fallengfe - ItLle templesl’x“
pfobable that amongst this debris will be found detached r:l; tlsl:mre' t' a';
Plliar's on which the building stood, with their capitals, car & : Zongl.!;;
inseriptions. .It 1s certain that the removal of the debri; w'lvll;‘,g's, an .pczssx l e
two lower stories, aud it is not at all impossible that, ‘when ‘remx::fd tf:hl;g ;:t:rli:

3

will be found to be concealing the fro
_ nt of a ro
importance than the two caves above. o fremple ¢ ;S st B

10. The pillars and walls of the y

the »Brahmins, and bear now rough]y pper stories have all been carved over by

-hewn figures of the wars of Rama an:
f 5
11. As the lower chambers, whatever they may be, h::e been::tvlgr?da ;:';,‘y

e dobrio deseribad, they.nrobably were not +
. orobably were not to | sl ke
the removal of thg mound vnll be very intel‘;eaﬁ‘:fgl,le?ﬁlz(:t:t? ::h_'tnln;u, 9“&’, dso, :
a-bo've the o?her, representations of two stories of a Budhist ca P pll?e, i
similar stories as they were after being handled by sk g 5. 1

point out how interesting this will be to 455 the Brahmins. I need hardly

out this work very carefully in conjunction Witsnsh.{ r I§V pe;_m;;:.‘:! 1 gill:a;ry
- W. R, is, Executive

Engineer, who is anxious to help, and i
of the chambers discovered, andp;;erh-a;:izlllghi:::: t:sd';_a‘; plang and sections
1?. Now as to the Bhattiprole Tope. This I}),a, obt * wheis 4
demolished, but there still remains fourteen feet of the origi a,leen aht}ont pabely
down the centre still remains the remarkable hollow shaé :‘- g‘f)und; fmd.exactly,
noted by Mr. Norris in his letters published with G 0’ l; R e
October 1872 (Miscellaneous). The tope is so hopel;as.f’ : . 1,410, dated 11th
can now l?e done by a little further examination, and I wZul:J:eﬂ that no .ha.rm
to c.lear it away partially:? in the centre, in order to Mcertaiqua"'}: Permxssxo'n
possible, the shaft ends in the relic chamber; if 80, the shape of it n 'iwl ether, as is
qf)ted (af 8o earnestly desired by Mr, Fergusson, vidé hig Ihndm}jool: carefull'y
tecture,’ Volum(.a Lopp. 19,20). I propose to examine this, and report of Ar.ch;- j
13 Reverting now for a moment to the Amaravaty Tol’)e and pt: ‘;Pon =
dalmo.htxon, i w?uld beg for permissiorf to explore a circular n,xou dl u;, i
of Pidugurala, in the Palnad—thus spoken of by Mr. Boswell (T:idea:il :e;:’lxiz

-

L]

{g’ o~ f q‘“‘o
A\E°7

the Board of Revenue, dated 31st March 1870): ‘“ Near the latter village (Pidu-
gurala) are a number of mpunds forming a sort of large circle, which the people
believe to be the remains of an old fort. The appearance of these mounds bears,
however, a very strong resemblance to the Dipavali Dinna at Amaravaty, beneath
which the Amaravaty sculptures were discovered. They have never been opened.”
It is just possible that excavations may discover another such double rail as that
at Amaravaty, and I earnestly ask permission to make some few excavations there,
and report the resalt, Should I find traces of any thing of the kind, I will at once
cease work, cover up any stonework discovered, and report the matter, so that
the sculptures may be afterwards thoroughly examined by more gcientific hands.
If explorations wore—to resalt in such a discovery, I think weshould very soon
have an antiquarian party sent out from England to examine it.

14. 1 request also that I may be permitted to expend some money occasion-
ally in other excavations, especially in the places noticed by Mr. Boswell, which
it is tolerably certain he would have explored, had he been able to return to this
country, and for which I think he would have received the cordial support of the
Government, :

15. I can assure the Government that my operations will be conducted
with the greatest care, for I am far too interested myself in the question to do
any injury to any of these remains; whenever 1 come upon anything of value
which unscientific hands ought not to meddle ;ith, I will at once cease work
and report. ‘

16. 1 beg, also, that 1 may occasionally be permitted to iopen Kistvains or 3
cairns, preserving the contents, and making drawings where necessary, and to /, 8
collect and place in the Bezwada Museum some of the more valuable sculptures ; LA
and carvings that may be, or have lately been, exhumed by the workmen engaged = =
in digging cansls and fne TiKe under tue Ui W orks Teparmmenv. 0

17. I'do not propose to carry out any very extensive w’o‘rks, or to cause
Government any great expense, and I therefore carnestly beg that 1 may have
your support in this matter.

o s gt

: No. 686.
SupyMiTTED to the Board of Revenue for their favorable consideration.”
MASULIPATAM, (Signed) H. NEWMAN,
21st May 1875. s Acting Collector.

Tae Collector is requested to report qpﬁrbximately what sy will be required
for the operations contemplated by Mr. Sewell. The Board willbe prepared to

support proposals for any reasonable expen&iture.

(A true Copy and Extract.) SRS
(Signed) = H. E. STOKES,
~ » 7. e Acting Secrétary.
To the Acting Collector of the Kigtns District. ‘ v i RS "
P

Exd. W. H. French. ' . : s

2 : .
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