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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revente Department,
3rd Noveinber 1875. E51 '

T

from phcing the distribution of water ing village and field channels in the hands
of the Public Works Department. The '1naiii channels are properly in their hands,
and that is as much as they are able to atfend to.

8. But these remarks have referende, dnly to matters as they now stand, and
it would seem proper to add that, under an altered revenue system, there might be -
room for much improvement. o3 e '

9. As I have submitted years ago ip detail in reports from South Canara and
from Salem, our present system of taxinl wet lands—

(1.) Encourages waste of water.

(2.) Consequently restricts irrigablé area. _

(3.) Is costly to the ryot in that hq"j)a‘ys for more water than he really wants.

(4.) Is costly to the State in its restpietion of irrigable area.

(5.) Is costly and troublesome to the'State in its entailed remissions.

(6.) Is unequal in its incidence on"iﬁ:e poor and the influential.

(7.) Prevents rotation of crop, andf._i"s therefore injurious to the soil.

10. My view is that all these objeetions could be surmounted by making
the land assessment distinct from the water-tax and charging for the latter, not by
‘the acre on which it is wasted, but by the cubic yard by which i€ is used, 'The
consumer will then have the‘ strongest and the most generally reliuble motive for
economy—to wit, self-interest. ) .

_ 11, There is no doubtin my mind but that every detail of this scheme
could be worked out so that every imaginable objection to it—and B ko idbe
fow nor insignificant—could be met; but, having already done o to some extent
without results, I hesitate to waste valuable time on doing so again until the theory
is considered at least worth discussion, It may suffice to say that the_ distri-
bution should not be made by personal agency, or it would be open to the objec-
tions which I have raised in paragraph 4, hut by means of gauges which cannot falsify
or be tampered wit’h, so that each ryot,gp;n take, and be liable for, as much or as
little matter as he likes. The thing is done in every Gas and Water Gl 1o
England, and could, I am convinced, be fone in India, and the primary objection,
the magnitude of the undertaking, affords, in truth, the greatest argument for its
adoption—to wit, the magnitude of the ggi’hs both to the Government and the people.
Tn this district alone a whole extra talug, and probably much more, could be brought
under irrigation from economy of water now wasted.

12. But the subject is one to be véry carefully considered at leisure, and it

is for this purpose only that I have throv:n it out as an idea.

—— e

1
From H. SEWELL, Esq., Ag. Collector of Trichinopoly, to H. E. STOKES, Esq.,
Acting Secretary to the Bbarél of Revenue, dated 21st August 1875,

NO. 210. A |
Wirs reference to the Board’s Pro%eedings, Miscellaneous No. 2,075, dated
15th March last, I have the honc~ to submit the following full report on the
management of the irrigating channels/ in this district, the most important of
which are in the Trichinopoly Talug. foe whole system, from the original river to

[
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the village channels, is under contral of the revenue authorities. When ‘t',he water
i8 let into the village channel, it is under the control of the villagers themselves,
and is regulated by custom, any disputes befng settled by the Tahsfldar. Each main
channel has its establishment of shutter fnen, divers, and coolies  with & monigar
at its head, and the most important chamngls have an’ameen to superintend the
conservancy. When the river is full, the ponservancy establishment is employed
in letting into the channel just as much w;ter as would be enough to supply all
the villages without causing any dunage to the banks. Each village channel has -
its hiead slnice at the main channel, and the shutters at these heads are also regu-
lated according to the wants in jeach Avielage under the superintendence of a
maistry, who has the charge of fh{Qwhole or half the length of the main channel
according to its importance. In the case bﬁ smaller channels this work is managed

by the channel monigar. Each shutter mE: is in charge of the regulating sluices

of three or four branch channels. When ghe river goes down, coramboos or mud
dams are raised across the river to divert the water into the channels. _Ttisat this
time that most care is required in the proper distribution of the ~‘ater. The
shutters of the branch chanuels are generaily let down -at this seasor ; the water
that escapes through the apertures between }these shutters, or in some cases through
the space of one or two of the shutters whilh are kept out on purpose, is sufficient
for the wants of the villages; the rest of| the shutters are chained and locked.
The keys of these locks are generally in @harge of the Tahsildar, and in those
cases where chains and locks are not provided, se in small channels where there
are no regulating sluices, the maistry or ;the monigar, as the case may be, shuts
up the village channel by & mud dam and opens them,according to the wants
of each village and in proportion to the lsupply _ih ﬁhe'channe_l. The villagers
cannot be said to be quite at the meroy"'pf the maistries or;:mqhigars!‘aa they
can at any sime represent their grievances, if any, to the Tahsildar, who
attends to their wants without ~elay. When the supply jn' the main channel
goes so low that the water ouly gets hplf way along its whole length, the
branch channels belonging to the upper half of the main channel arg shut up and
the apertures between the shutters are blocked up with straw and the water is *

distributed from the lower. end of the channel. The regulati‘on.g{_{thg'shpﬂy to L

the village or field channels cannot, I think, be better managed as far-as this
district iy concerned. As for wastage of wiw, I don’t think there is more than is
necessary to keep the sand sluices at work to clear the silt in the main channels
during the high freshes and to let off the fy’dﬁhu brought in b} the jnng"lqs‘tregms
which empty themselves into the channely The channels in this district are so
carefully planned that scarcely a drop of water is wasted. What may be more than
necessary finds its way into the surpluschgnnel, which # its turn irrigates several
other villages. The Panguni, which is as large as any of the main channel, carries
the surplf:s water of the fields under the Ij‘an channel on the so_uth and 'tﬁmg-j"eru-
valai channel on the north, and this surplus channel irrigates as many villages as
any of the two main channels of which it i# th surplus. The Uyyakondan hasits
surplus chaunel and irrigation under it. I cannot but consider the present
arrangement with reference to the distribution of water as satisfactory as could
possibly be expected under the circumstances. .As far as I can learn, under the -
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present system there arescarcely any chmplaints
distribution. y bF plaints made by the ryots as regards the

I may as well add here that the

Bt whole of this conservancy is kept up by the
voluntary cess fund, which is a commutation in money of tixe cunromfry);abol'

furnished by the ryots. It isonly in # Nov theio g
» cases that .
men are employed from the Imperial fufyds. s that monigars and shutter

From A WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to H. E. STOKES, Esq.,
Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 24th March 1875. No '78
I savE the honor to report, as requested in Mis + i e
Bl Buiinne, dotst 15:11 Maromh Més‘(:‘ cellaneous Proceedings, No. 2,075,

- ] » With reference to th ks of the
Chief Engineer for Irrigation in Proceedj : Mad Py
e, B, 9,961, Public Worke DaRIlRRE s e 10 Hovesth

~ The remarks are: ‘“ In Coimbatore'also there
¢ : , ® 18 much room for improvement,
eomp!amts being very general that th? water-supply at lower en(:l: m;phannelu is
very inadequate owing to waste higher up.” it
2. I admit the premiss, but not tHe inference
3. The supply at low ds ¥~
S PPLY | er ends of dﬁh_&nnels is indeed often found to be inade-

4. The particular channel to which allusion ; :
on record a reference regarding the K 1T YO s Aot platady et 1 hets

of whichibéoasionally falla'sliors, ..Iffh,nmym channel, the wates st the .
5. On my personal inspection of khh channel I found that when it had been

under Public Works Department repairg g i
but not afterwards removed ; it co:r& b aring bund at the head had beev formed,

: lain]

improve the supply at the head sluice, “.“npw“n tlyl m;; :ll:udt ?’ Ros “‘cnh::: to

time wear itaway, and so it had not begn removedo“g the current would i
6. Government are aware that - Y * AP s

I adopted in preference to former modes o;t; exc;‘l;:?:e ;:n dutni;::lzg mr::::ro;::l;z

or Public Woxks Department (in the io;mer case it was complained that the chan-
nels were endangered by not being ugder e oTéesiioial e

it was c.ompl'g.ined that the distribution was inefficient) was to place the head sluigs
and main channel under professional mﬁ'n A s ?ace ehe P
the exclusive control of the Public Works Dep ml;!ent Th::::; men belmg un e
information from my Deputy Collector that the D .of s ;Ig 80, lmic:“gh .
e ch.annel arose_from the head sluice men not abidi}m l'mth 'wgptf t the
head sluice a5 before by night, but goipg ta theis villags 8 making safe for tho
night by shutting off the water. This system would ca di in tion in the
lower channels by the diminished flow during the night. 3/ Sl
fed t'lzx.e gh?ﬁe a::)as - x;eed.to economise the water of the Bhowany river, which
alingaroyen chantiel; any waste water from the fields runs into the
Cauvery river just as it does over the anieut ; the rosult is the same to the water,

but not to the local cultivation. Ings &e !
- ‘c -~
the bearings of the case, - # essury to enter into such details to show

8. I do not know that the upper or Kodiveli auiout of the Bhowany, Arken-
cottah, &c., channels were in or referred to, but 1 may mc;ntion &
. 3
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difficulty I contend with and meet, which isa tendency in the ryots to ¢ultivate
the six months’ *“ shamba” crop, i.e., from September to January, in preference to
the “ car ™ or three moriths’ crop from Jufpe tb August. The whole land under
these channels cannot be cultivated with fwo drops; 80 certain channels get the early
water, and others the latter supply. The/ early supply from the freshes of the
south-west monsoon is fuller and more able to reach the lower end of the chan-
nels and branch channels, where new cultivation has been extended, while the

originally-cultivated or “ayn™ lands get their established long and more valu.

able crop. Unless rules are adhered to, onelerop will be surreptitiously substituted

for the other to the general damage.

8. - An instance of this lately came before me when a Public Works Depart-

ment subordinate recommended to the Tahsildar an extension of the time during

which the “car” water was to beallowed along a certain channel belonging to. .
the car erop. On my noticing this interference to the Superintending Engineer,
he rebuked his subordinate for the same. ’ ‘ in

10. Another tendency to produce short water in the tail channe]s is from
ryots extending cultivation of the upper channels without leave; this, of course,
is only done at the expense of the lower supply. L

' 11. I think a perusal of these remaers will show, firsty that ‘there cannot be
« waste higher up,” for all *surplus ” water must fall into the line of drainage
and be eventually utilized lower down ; s*cond, that other causes exist for short
supply in the lower channels, which ares removed whenever brought to mnotice;
third, that this plan of conservancy and distribution is the best that can be devised
for this distriet. S el b 4

'12. The other two systems, ,exélnsf;ve management by either department,
have been tried with the results before n@ted; and, though complaints may ;;sti.ll
exist, they would not be removed, but rather aggravated, by a change to exch;siyg
management by Public Works Departm-efnt. It was contended on che revenue
side that divided control would issue in| failure, that no man could serve two .
masters ; this I met by putting the head & uice men, though paid by the Revenue
Department, under the exclusive power of the Public Works Department. With-
out such Public Works Department %ontrbl,' it was stated, on thﬁabﬁh'sr sidé: that
the professional department might advg the closing of sluices in freshes and_r
not be obeyed, and in such emérgencies there was no time for arguments or -
references. The department could mot be responsible for the banks of a chaunel

unless they had the command of the head sluice.®
TS

From W. McQUHAE, Esq.?Collecbdr izf Madura, to H. E. STOKES, Esq;,
Acting Secretary to the B of Revenue, dated Tirumungalam, 8th
April 1875, No. 152. ‘ "

Wit reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 15th
March 1875, Miscellaneous No. 2,075, calling for a further report mth reference to
the remarks of the Chief Engineer for Irrigition, I bave the honor to observe that
I have no idea what the Chief Engineer means by * ez-parte evidence,” or what it
is that he proposes. e G T

v
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2. Iknow perfectly well what ¢ e M
They want sluices and a law for the
lishments when Government does not u
has failed, and Government neither ¢l
the ryots to unite together for the pu

3. The distribution of water, lik
improvement. Tt is the ancient syste
and has the advantage of being inex
seeing that we have not money for thi
of distributing water,

adura channels want most urgently.
aintenance of channel conservancy estab-
dertake the duty, The voluntary system
8 and maintains the channels nor compels
se of doing so,

evurything else in the world, is capable of
which has lasted for hundreds of years,
sive, which is of great consequence to us,
more urgent than improving the system

2nd March 1875, No. 419, co i
No. 3,261, in which the Board were
opinion as to the arrangements for the
channels in Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Ma

2. The system which the Government desired to see introduced was that
the distribution in field channels ang cliannela irrigating single villages should be
left to the villagers, but that gl larger c¢hannels and the sluices of village chaunels
should be managed by the Public Weoy Department,

3. In Tanjore the departure from this system is that the village sluices are
under the control of the villagers, Mo Collector states that the care of the
main channels is gg much as the P'ublio',Worka Department can manage ; that e

apprehends that complaints, which A6 now singularly few, would be made of
error and corruption if tle sluices ’

- » h
Department, Were put in charge of the Public Wor

A & ;
4. In Trwlunopoly the channelg are all under the management of a special

eatablishmeng,paid from the volnntarf cess fund and under the orders of the
Tevenue 0@“"’ and the villagers have control oyer the water only after it passes
into the village channels. It woylg r from the Collector’s letter that all
Possible pains are taken to secure fajy tribution, and that there is no W““&:

complaints by the ryots. There : é : i
Public Works Department. '“'? No occasion for the interferen

3. The Collector of Coimbatoreradmits that there have been complaints,

lmtl:1 Eﬁt;, he aﬁirma,hqwing to waste near the heads of the channels. The bli
establishment in ¢ arge of the head the FESR
RS S inou are under the orders of ;

ll.p'qﬁilnro. The deficient supply arises from
i¥Btion of the samba instead of the car crop-

Proceedings of the Madras Gant, Revenue Department,
3rd November 1875.

excess water thus escaping passes into the Cauvery, and so fails to benefit
the cultivation lower down. The remedy for' this he considered to. be the
appointment as channel monigar of a ryot of one of the villages at the tail end of
the channel. This suggestion, as well as Mr. Puckle’s assertion as to waste and
imperfect conservaney of the channel, should have the Colleetor’s attention. A,

7." In Madura the Collector states that what is most wanted is the provision
of sluices and a law for the maintenance of conservancy when Governmen-t does
not undertake the duty. The voluntary cess system, which was in forc_:e in tl.m
river channels in Madura, has entirely broken down as reported to Government in
Board’s Proceedings, dated 30th April- 18%,, No. 1,089,

8. The Board then observe that they are not prepared to propose any
general change in the arrangements for the distribution of watc?r i{l the districts
above mentioned. They consider that those in Tanjore and Tnct:mopoly are as
efficient as present circumstances admitof their being. In Counbator'e .what
seems to be required has been indicated above. In Madur‘a.the provision of
proper sluices appears to be urgently required, and no administrative arrange-
ments can be efficacious until this want is sapplied. If the Publie W"ork.s Depart-
ment are then prepared to undertake further supervision of distubutmx'x, their -
assistance will be gladly accepted by the Revenue Department. Mea!}whﬂex the
Collectors should enforce the provisions of ?pct'l. of 1858 as far as possible. The

eral question of a law to further i

G.0., dated 31st July 1875, No. 1,155, " ‘%ﬁm he enforcement of customary
~ + lebor is under discussion,
(True Copies and Extract.)
(Signed) H. E. STOKES,
" Acting Secretary.
No. 31, OwpER THERzON, 3rd Ni ember 1875, No. 1,562.
. T'me Government concur with the Board
I of Revenue, and see no reason for any
g ‘eral change in existing arrangements. |
(True é;fa(‘at.) Rl
(Signed) L. A. CAMPBELL,
B Under-Secretary to Government.

Irrigation, No. 2.

To the Public Works Department, with oopy of His Excellency’s Note, i
w the Board of Revenue. b w b

1

'
N

Exd. J. W. Fischer.
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B  No. 2,5%4.
Pmnnwes or THE BoaRD or Revesue, dated

16th September 1875.

0

Read the ﬁollmng letters :—

om H. S, THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Tanjore, to FL. E.

i3 ~ Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Poin

‘> 1875, No. 226.

Wirh reference to the Board's becaedmga, Miscellaneous No. 2,075, dﬁﬁd gt

15th March 1875, [ have the honor to I'eport that for the P"m”f"l concur in the .

main with what my predecessor and the late Sub-Collector Mr. Stokes have stated
on the subject of the control of the village and field channels in this district.

. 2. The Chief Engineer for Imgltian is also not prepared with any proposal

for an improved system, which would" soem an additional reason for letting well ‘
the vast area under irrigation in

7a.lona, for it must be admitted that, ommdenng

 this district, the complaints of unequal #utnbutmn of water are astonishingly few.
The question is not so much whether the present systemn is porfect 28 i
means of improvement are pmctlcab'y tif.hm ouF Fheqs

3. If there existed in India such- a thing as an incorr sorruptible agencys and tha

of the requisite numerical strength as well as of an °"d°"°f mtelhge'nﬁﬂ mﬁcwnﬂy i i
high to take charge of three thousand annels, ith ni i
water to each village with due regard to,ﬁ 0wn wan
- villages concerned, it would be all t _:_. d be ’d“md
lation of irrigation ; but even then not Solomon himself
Horace could escape complaints of error "“’“pmn’”
would soon be disheartened thereby. Py
4. On the other hand, a system r wi '“ppl!pf !ﬁﬂﬁ
to the several villages d‘ependelit‘ on’ “S" Gy &9¥! well-4 a
{ng among the sevaral parties agpd and is mgulatedby the wmmﬂty
not by individuals in anthority E'Whh to one which would, ¢ ‘
body of landed proprietors in a pontlon‘;)f dependence on & P ueally\m i caui
Taluq Overseer or Revenue Inspect r, The mult of mﬂmdnal authority couk
hardly be other than genmldihog' PR
5. As regards the present syst
what in error in thinking that *ind
from the general supply nuihbh!l
consequently * general interests
strained diversion of the wvailable su
in Tanjore. A Tanjog® mirassidar will not ‘n"' s 'M
by his nexghbor or anybody else. . -

STOKES, Esq., Aetmg
t Cahmere 18th June
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from placing the distribution of water in village and field channels in the hands
of the Public Works Department. The main chanuels gre properly in their hands
and that is as much as they are able to attend to, :

8. But these remarks have reference only to matters as th
it would seem proper to add that, und
room for much improvement.

ey now stand, and
¢r an altered revenye system, there might be

9. As I have submitted years g0 in detail in re
from Salem, our present system of taxing wet lands

(1.) Encourages waste of water.

(2.) Consequently restriets irrigable area,

(3.) Is costly to the ryot in that he pays for more water

(4.) Is costly to the State in its restriction of irrigable area,

(5.) Is costly and troublefome to the State in itg entailed remissiong

(6.) Is unequal in its incidence on the poor and the influentia, :

(7.) Prevents rotation of crop, and is therefore in

ports from South Canara and

—

jurious to the soil,
10. My view is that all these objections could pe surm

the land assessment distinet from the water-tax and charo;
the acre on which it is wasted, but by the cubie yard

It may suffice to say that'the distri.
bution should not be made by personal agency, or it would be open to the objec-
tions which I have raised in paragraph 4, but by means of gauges which cannot falsify
or be tampered with, so that each ryot can take, and be liable for, as much or as
little matter as he likes. The thing is done in évery gas and water company in
England and could, I am convinced, be done in India, and the primary objection
the magnitude of the undertaking, affords, in truth, the greatest argument for it;
adoption—to wit, the magnitude of the gains both to the Government and the people.

In this district alone a whole extra talug, and probab] Y much more, could be brought

under irrigation from economy of water now wasted.

12. But the subject is one to be very carefully considered gt leisure, and it

is for this purpose only that I have thrown it out as an ideg,
From H. SEWELL, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichinopoly, to H. E. STOKES
Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 21st August 187 5,
No. 210. .

Wira reference to the Board’s Proceedings, M iscellaneous No 207
: ; . 5, dated
15th March last, I have the honor to submit the followin w8

than he really wants, .
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Jthe village channels, is under control of the revenue authorities. When the water

is let into the village channel, it is under the control of the vil!agers themselve?,
and is regulated b y custom, any disputes being settled by the 'I‘ab'mldar:. Each main
channel has its establishment of shutter men, divers, and coolies wnth.g momg;lar
at its head, and the most important channels have an ameen to supc?rmten;i t e;
conservancy. When the river is full, the conservancy establishment,is emp10) %
i letting into the channel Just as much water as would ‘be om?ugh to sapp lyla
the villages without causing any damage to the banks. Each KENige £ foprse i
its head sluice at the main channel, and the shutters at these hea.ds are also re;gu.
lated according to the wants in each village under the gupenntend-eﬂci :)m;
maistry, who has the charge of the whole or half the length ot: the n]:a.m canaa l
according to its importance. In the case of smaller channels this wor] S s]ui%es
‘by the channel monigar. Each shutter man is in charge of the regulating s
of three or four branch channels. When the river goes down, coramboos_ Ort this
dams are raised across the river to divert the water into t}.:e channels. I: 1: a Th:
time that most care js required in the proper distribution 'of i wfitie. water
sliutters of the branch channels are generally let down at t.hm 258 ;s through
that escapes through the apertures between these shutters, or in some cas S
the space of one or two of the shutters which are Eopk ONS 4R pux-'pozf'- : ::d locked.
for the wants of the villages ; the rest of ‘the shutters are cl.m;:e aand in those
The keys of these locks are generally in charge of the Tahsil t,l A
¢ases where chains and locks are not provided, as .in small channe :, oo o
e mo regulating sluices, the maistry or the monigar, as the c;f: my the’ wants
up the village channel by & mud dam and opens them accorll g’I‘he s
of each village and in proportion to the supply in the.cmune;oni rs, as they
camnot be said to be quite at the merey of th.e-ml“istrles 01;l n Tag:i l d,ar i
an at any time represent their grievances, if avy, to the Tl % R
attends to their wants without delay. When the aupply_ = 1;helmleug,'th the
Boes so low that the water only gets half way a]o'ng 2 wl s shut u;)'and
branch channels belonging to the upper half of the _— — azathe water is
the apertures between the shutters are blocked up with em-w P ‘the supply to
distributed from the lower end of the channel. The regulation of ‘:':r :sp this
the village or field channels cannot, I think, be better . sged_al re than is
district is concerned. As for wastage of watér, I dou’t . Lt Hcssdl
Necessary to keep the sand sluices at work to clear the Bl-lt = ﬂ: "I;:‘.!b streams
during the high freshes and to lot off the freshies bronght in by the st erao
which empty themselves into the channels. The channels in this be more than
carefully planned that scarcely a drop of water is W“,’ted.' .What m;};- ates several
Necessary finds its way into the surplus channel, T chfrmel carries
other villages. The Panguni, which is as large as any of ey mamh and th’e' Peru-
the surplug water of the fields under the Iym‘"h‘””! > i g ny villages as
valai channel on the north, and this surplus channel irrigates ;; makzndan has its
Any of the two main channels of which it is the surplus. g yi);n. the present
Surplus channel and irrigation under it. I cannot but cons

ve Lnils ; isfactory as could
Arrangement with reference to the distribution of water as satisfactory

urn. under the
Possibly be expected under the circumltanca‘t. As far as I can learn. u
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ot aRen) there &fo searcely any c?jhphihts' niade by the ryots as regards the
distribution. R .25 48 : - |
 Imay as well add hera that the :whole of this cdnsﬂ.vancy s kept,: e e
voluntary cess fand, ‘which is.a commutation in inoney of the customary labor
furriished by the ryots. It isonly in two or three cases that monigars and shutter-
men are employed from the Imperial funds. S8

-

From A. WEDDERBURN, Esq.,Cplleétor of Coimbatore, to H. E. STOKES Esq.
Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 24th March 1875, No, 78,
I mave the honor to report, éa"requeste(l.in Miscellaneous Proceedi No- 9. 075
Board of Revenue, dated 15th March 1875, with reference to ings, No. 2,075,

Chief Engineer for Irrigation in Proceedings, Madras Go
1874, No. 3,261, Public Works Department,.

the remarks of the
vernment, 18th November

The remarks are: “ In Coimbatore also there is much room for Hmprovement
complaints being very general that the water-supply at lower ends of channels i;
very inadequate owing to waste higher up.”

- 2. T admis the premisg, but not the inference,

3. The supply at lower ends of channels is indeed often found to be inade-

quate. 3 4

4. The particular channel to which allusion is made is not stated, but 1 have
’

on record a referedce regarding the Kalingaroyen channel, the water at the end
of which oceasionally falls short.

5. On my peraopal inspection bf' this channel I found' that when it had been
-under Public Works Department repairs a ring bund at the head had been formed
but not afterwards ‘removed ; it could be plainly seen, anfl was not caleulated to
improve the supply at the head sluice. It was thought that the current would in
time wear it away, and so it had not been removed. i ,
6. . Government are aware that the mode ?f distributing responsibility
I adopted in preference to foriner modes of exclusive management by either Revenue
or Public Works Departmgnt (in the former case it was complained that the chan-
nels were endangered by not being under professional management ; in the latter
it was complained that the distribution was inefficient) was to place the head sluice
* and main channel under professional management, the head stuice men being under
the exclusive control of the Public Works Department. That being so, I received
information from my Deputy Colleetor that the cause of diminished supply in the
lower channel arose from the head sluice men not abiding in their huts at the
head sluice as before by night, but going to their village and making safe for the
night by shutting off the water. This system would cause a diminution in the
lower channels by the diminished flow during the night.

7. There was no need to economise the water of the Bhowany river, which

fed the Calingaroyen channel; any waste water from the ficlds runs ix’lto the
Cauvery river just as it does over the anicut ; the result is the same to the water
?

i

but not to the local cultivation. It is necessary to enter into such details to show
the bearings of the case, !
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4 8 Ido not know that the upp
- cottah, &o., channels were inspe
 difficulty T contend with and meet,
- the six months’ ““ shamba™ crop, i.c., fr
- the “car " or three months’ crop from
 these channels cannot be cultivated with §
- Water, and others supply. .
’ "'oﬂlh-’wut momoo:xh Ghlﬂ:‘:ﬁ; azg yn':oré: le to reach the lower end of i

for t!uy other to the general damage.

' ment subordinate recommended to the Tahsilda g gy 3
- which the “ car™ water was to be allowed along & certain channel belonging '8

N

<
i

he rebuked his subordinate for the

)

 have been tried with the results b
©xist, they would not be removed, |

side that divided control would |
misters ; this I met by putting tho
 out such Public Works De
s The s
 unless they had the command of the head

From W. MoQURAE, Beq, Colle

¥ M o7, Mo s e
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veli anicut of the Bhowany, Arken- =

rferréd to, but I may mention a

a tendency in the ryots to cultivate

splember to January, in preference to 5

to August. The ‘whole' land!und“k 2

s ; 80 cerfain bhannels_‘géféﬁg early i
early supply from the freshes of the .

nels and branch channels, where new ation has been extended, while the

~ ?ﬁgﬁ‘.u!'oulﬁvatod or “ayn” lands & their established long and more valu-

able crop. Unless rules are adhered to, onje crop will be surreptitiously :‘“li'n‘-“ted

ore me when a Public Works Depnrt- -
an extension of the time during

.
S

9. An instance of this lately came b

the car crop. On my notieing this interd e to the Supgﬁntandiu‘g ﬁ‘&'mr’
: water in the tailchannch is from

10. Another tendency to produce sh annels without leave; this, of couree,

Tyots extending cultivation of the upp

isonlydoneatthoexpemofthol 0 b R o ST i e sl
11. 1 think a perusal of these rer il sh ,ﬁ"t,th(t 2.5 P RS
“ wasto higher up,” for all * surplus ” walet must fall into the line of draVas®

' and be oventully uiliaod lower down ; second,
- Bupply in the lower channels, which

- third, that this plan of conservanoy a

~ for this district, '

12. The other two |ytm,

AT

management by Public Works De

ent, under the exclusive po

the professional department might
.'i l no ‘ .FI‘-

Acting Secretary to the Boa
April 1875, No. 152. -
Wirn reference to the Proces

e =




gation, I have the honor o observe that

2. Iknow perfectly well what thel Madura i ;
They want sluices and a law for the ' nnels ‘want ot urgently.

; intenance of channel go : ¥
lishments when Government does not undey nservancy estab

rtake the duty,
has failed, and Government neither clears 5. The voluntary system

A Aand maintaing th
the ryots to unite together for the purpose of doe sonﬂ e channels nor compels

3. The distribj‘ation of water, like eyerythin
improvement, It is the ancient 8ystem which has 1
and has the advantage of being Inexpens 78, which i tod for hundreds of Years,
seeing that we have not money for things mq
of distributing water. R - 0

Taese letters will be submitted to G
2nd March 1875, No. 419, communicating G.().

- opinion as to the arrangements for the distribugio

- channels in Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Mnd’n[}a, and
2. The system which the Governmpg,

the distribution in field channels ang

left to the villagers, but that all larg

should be managed by the Publie Wo

. ,maﬂﬁge; that the
channels gre well

arrangements for the distribution of the wa;
known and jealously watched, so that an, ﬂ'attempted eneroachment on the gepera!
supply is at once checked; and tha » 10 his opinion, ag matters now staﬁ?i 9.::‘
prevailing system works* better than any which could be substituted for ¢ : H:
apprehends ‘that. complaints, which are now singularly few, would be ma 36 ot

error and corfuption if tle sluices wepe put in charge of the Public Works
Department, : 4

- ’ L - 2, . - 2 .
. = W--f. i i il L T

o818 by *“ ez-parte evidence,” o what it

“cbqtrol.lby either departmenthas i:een ! failnr&‘_ : _ : o
’ attempts to secure supply for the cultivation of the samba instead of the car crop.

% &

| lie deficient éni)plj% arises-from

5. 'The Board have been informed by Mr. Puckle, who recently inspected
the Caléngarbyan channel, that great waste was going on in the upper sections
owing to imperfectly-stopped *shutters’ and holes in the bank, and that_ the
excess water thus escaping passes into the Cauvery, and sofails to benefit
the cultivation ‘lower down, - The. rethedy. for this he considered to be &fh;
appointment as channel monigar of a ryét of one of the villages at the tail end o
the channel. This suggestion, a well Mr. Pugkle’s assertion as to wasto and
“imperfect conservancy of the channel, shbuld have the Collector’s attention. * £
" 6. In Madura the Collector states that what is most wanted is the provision ;¢ B
of sluices and a law for the ‘maintenancd of conservancy when Government does ah{:

ey

not undertake the duty. The voluntary/fcess system, which was in force in tl.m {;’.‘
river chanpels in Madura, has er&tjre)y bréken down as reported to Government inf *

Board's Proccedings, dated 300 April 1875, NOV1,089. . ¥

8. The Board then observe that they are not prepared to propose any A
general change in the arfaﬁ&evnts for v

-‘

3
I 1
e

-y

ribution of water in the diatriqts
consider that thiose i Tanjore and Trichinopoly are as
umsténces admit| of fheir being. In Coimbatore what
c icatel above, In Madura the provision °f.
ently required, and no administrative arrange-
: isg'vrinf is "‘u'p!;;i.;.é.a’lf the Public Works Depart-
ment are then prepared to ﬂndertake”f_li‘ ther supervision of distribution, their
assistance will be gladly accepted by f!m' venue Department. Mea?wmler the .
Collectors should enforce the prqvipiox‘n_éf Act 1. of 1858 as far as possible. The
i T e ‘g eueral question of a law to further
G 0., dated 31st July 1875, No, 1,185, ‘,'ﬁ‘icilitate the enforcement of customary
; wl abor is under discussion.
(True Qdfpxelqhd Extract.)

-

~ bkl } Acting Sceretary.
- X ‘ ‘ ),'“ ’ s
To the Acting Secretary to Government, Rever 7'&9 epartment.
+ Collestor of Tanjore, TR ORI st |
L4 1 of ﬁiebx'nopol" cresd \"k# Phge Lo
" e ofu‘dur‘. ; I, : :‘4 i
» " of Ooinbm". ' 2 . ,,’:‘ g
* ‘
xd. J, W. Fischer.
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