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: Proceedings }of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, AT ‘ : : : i
2nd November 1875.

e ——

- “to possible plantation of Teak as at Nilambur. The present ponnam cultivation by
other than the jungle tribe of Kurchiars isto he stopped, and the parties compen- ! :
sated by grants for permanent cultivation; and the services of the Kurchiars are . |
to be enlisted, which can be done without expense for the planting and rearing ‘
. of trees and for the protection of the tract. The Inspector of Forests cordially . 4
concurs with Mr. Logan’s proposals except that he would not for the present
undertake planting or any operations that would involye a special establishment. '

2. The Board cordially approve Mr, Logan’s scheme, which scems to them

to have the elements of great success, and they recommend that he be authorized

to carry out his proposals as limited by the Inspector,

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) W, E, STOKES,
Acting Secretary.

No. 21. | OrpER THEREON, 2nd November 1875, No. 1,557,

N 1 His Exceriecy in Couneil fully ’
: approves the scheme proposed by the

. by e ; . Acting Collector and SIS, o
. Smemied onk, na reoommended by the Hoaed. STE e 1

b '
%L

: FEWA, (Signed) L. A. CAMPBELL, =
Under-Secrgtary to Government.

| ? \ ‘To the Board of Revenus. : |
| ,?&pomiciating‘hspemoi Forests, . 4 ‘

Exd. J. W. Fischer.
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FOREST No. 147.

ProceepinNgs oF THE BoARD oF Revesuk, dated 24th July 18735, No. 2,065.

Read the following letter from W. LOGAN, Esq., Acting Collector of Malabar,
to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Calicut, 2nd July 1875, No. 220 :— '

I nave the honor to enclose copy of a letter which I addressed to Mr.
MacGregor in May of last year, regarding the disposal of a large forest block of
escheat land lying in the Kottayom Taluq of the Sub-division. The letter has
lain over till now, chiefly because I believe Mr. MacGregor wished to have an
opportunity of personally inspecting the land in question before deciding what was
to be done with it.

2. 1 think it will be unnecessary for me to recapitulate at any length the
contents of the letter. The block of land lies adjacent, on the south side, to the
Periah Ghaut Road for some sixteen or eighteen miles, and, superficially, it is at
least forty square miles in extent. A portion of about 600 acres of it, being under
permanent cultivation, has been disposed of by the Escheat Department in the
ordinary way. It is the question of what ought to be done with the remainder of
it that is taken up and fully discussed in the letter. It is shown that through the
pernicious system of Ponnam cultivation the block bas been almost completely dis-
afforested, but that it would be neither just nor profitable for Government to sell it,
because of the jungle tribe who bave made this their home, and to whom I will
presently allude, and because the land is now at its lowest market value. If the.

* “land is to"be kept as recommended, then it becomes the duty of Government to

set an example to the private proprietors of such other tracts as have been ruined in
the same way ; and, in addition to this, a scheme is proposed which would render
the speculation a very remunerative one. The argument on this point is summed
upin paragraph 18, and is briefly that Ponnam cultivation by others than the
Kurchiar tribe should be stopped : this would diminish the present revenue by
one-third (out of a total of about Rs. 600): that such persons should in lieu thereof
be allowed to take up land for permanent cultivation on regular durkhasts and on
easy terms as to quit-rent, and that an effort should be made to reclothe the hills
with Teak and other timber, for the cheap growth of which, and eventual cost of
bringing the timber to markei, the block offers unusual facilities. The letter
winds up with a recommendation that plantations on the Nilambur system be
commenced either on a small scale, or, if the Inspector of Forests should consider
the speculatlon a safe one, on a'scale similar to that now existing at Nilambur.

3. It is more than a year since the letter was written, and the only point in
which I feel disposed, after the fuller consideration the lapse of time has permitted
to alter the views therein set forth, is to make an even more extensive use than
originally contemplated of the Kurchiar tribe living on the land. Allusion is
made in the letter to the degree of advancement which the tribe, living com-
paratively unmolested in these wilds, has attained, and to the feeling which has
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the'more extensive employm
They are * born foresters, ”” men whose tools of trade are an g
arrows, who live and enjoy

malarious, that imported labo

: from plunderers and
fire and the plax}tmg out of young seedlings, Prepared for them f-)eady to hand,
would, I feel quite sure, be for them mogt congenial employment., Mr. Peet has

nightly visit, should come round to collect them We h :
- . : : " l <
i this forest land, and the Cardamom tract und 4 s ey
the Wynaad platean. I can, I think, also foresee open;
nings for t}
ment of these men and their families elsewhere, e L )
4. The Board need therefore, I think. be und

) 1Q6r no apprehension that. with
the contet.nplated grad.ual planting up of this forest block, there will be an;ad,a:glef
of our ultimately depriving these Kurchiars of the land which the cultivate in
their own rongh way, and leaving them uhprovided for, >

5. Ifthe Board consider that a beginnin a ‘o d advocate
g may be mad wou
the transfer of the whole of the forest block to My, Peet in o:’d:r thalt it may be
)

ing ; for the question of

- But in gn
contemplate employing more men thap would be neze case, I would not at first

6. One more point requires to he noticed, viz., that
the land in many places, chiefly to grow Coffee ’
Moplah of Kottayom, has, to my knowledge, set
occupies and to a further tract which he was tryi
him. I inquired into his title and magy sure he has not a valid one - d I have
little doubt that he could be easily brought to terms. But to revee;;::n such
claims in future, I should like to see the whole of the block surv:) ed and m); d
and the boundary, especially on the north and west sides, deﬁuitZ]y settled,Ppe ’

people have squatted on
»and one of them, a wealthy
P & jennom claim to the land he

"g to lease out, when I stopped

Excrosvre No. 1.

From W. LOGAN, Esq., Sub-Collector, to A. MACGREGOR, Esq., Collector of Malabar, dated
Calicut, 26th May 1874, No, 277.

I nave the honor to request your inetructions on the subject of disposing of the Kanoth -
Nambiar’s escheated property, lying in the Kanoth Amshom of Kottayom Talug. y

2. This Nambiyar was one of those who cast in their lot with the rebellious Pychy
Rajah of the Kottayom family, and who fell with his fortunes. The Nambiar was himself
hanged, and his property declared escheated to Government,

3. The property is of large extent. The Escheat Department has dealt with most of it that
is permanently occupied, and it is only as regards the jungle and forest-land that I now seek

your instructions. _

4. If you will refer to Sheet No. 44 of the Trigonometrical Survey Map, ﬁu will see almost
on a line with the word “ Kottayom * the name of aplace * Cheruwanchairy,” From the “U”
in that word a range of hills is shown running due east, and terminating where they join the
Wynaad plateau at a place called * Murdanycul Station ”” or Kunmearkotu Peak ;" the water-
shed formed by that ridge is, I understand, the southern boundary of the land. The crest of
the hills of the Wynaad plateau from “Murdanycul Station ”” above mentioned to Wagapurmbu
Redoubt in ruins ”’ is the eastern boundary. The old military road from the coast, which near
this redoubt ascended the old Periah Pass, may be roughly taken as the northern boundary from
the ridge of the ghauts to the two * tts.”” jn « Chittaripurmbu.”” I am not quite sure of the
western boundary ; but it includes “ Puwatur shown in the map, and extends some distance to
the west of it. This will give you some idea of the extent of land which has now to be disposed
of. The late Kottayom Tahsildar put the superficial area down at 375 square miles, and I con-
sider that, not taking into consideration the increased superficial area caused by the mountainous
character of the locality, forty square miles is a very moderate estimate. Enclosed you will find
a statement giving the names of all the hills and jungles, 114 in number, included in t}m Wk,
From that, of course, the area under permanent ocoupation has to be deducted ; but this, owing
to the feverish nature of the place, is inconsiderable. The extent under permanent W

v A, Amount of I
oL Settlements.
: RS.

§ Wetland .. .. .1 8% ) 3§ 11} 13,488

. Parambas .. .. ..| 281 |14 103 6,783

5. You are aware that some weeks ago, Mr. Peet of the Forest Department and I vmbed ;
the place and spent two days in gaining as acourate an idea, as our time would pe::mtt, of its
capabilities for forest working. I asked Mx. Peet to embody his views on the subject in a letter,
eopy of which I enclose.

6. In arriving at a determination of what ought to be done with the land, its present
condition forms a very important consideration. It ‘would seem as if this large tract of forest lnd,
in common with all or certainly most of the escheated properties 'in the dzstnct, .boen quite
neglected from time immemorial. Ponnam cultivation, whichhag done and is doufg incalculable
mischief in all the private ghaut forest in my division, has, in this tract, been peculiarly rampant.
With no supervision from the landlord, with no landlord’s share of the prodnoe to pay, the
jungle tribe of Kurchiars, which inhabits this forest tract, has noinerequen.i in numbers th'at,
according to a census which I have had made since the date of our inspection, the community
now numbers 1,700, :

et e B, . s
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The forest lies in the two Amshoms of Kanoth and Manatana, and I have had the Rav:nne ; ' 3 ‘ s o 1 Titto \L]

i i nd sod i ' ' :ther keep the land or sell it, and my advioe is to keep it. If we sell 1t to

accounts of these Amshoms for the last twenty years examined and the results embodied in & ” _9. We m\}st eit. 1P th it the jungle tribe which now inhabits it. 1t is out of the
statement, which I enclose. It would appear that in the first period of five years, viz., Faslis outsiders, we virtually sell along Z‘ 11 etl fmhase it at any considerablo price, though I have
1264 to 1268,t here was an average Ponnam felling of 482-8-15} acres ; in the second period, from question to ?xpect the Kurchiars t em:ehveid Omf’o- ov. f it was sold to them outright at & price
Fasli 1269 to 1273, an average felling of acres 657-1-84% ; in the third period, from Fasli 1274 : % roason to think they do to some exten C: : :hyt‘ in ten yearsthe whole of it would be ih the
to 1278, an average felling of acres 848-0-9.% ; and in the last five years, from Fasli 1279 to 1283, , which they could pay, I have 130. dou'bt W a.leverrt at 1 = b ¢ e e s
an average felling of acres 909-13-5. Here I would desire to guard against an impression that ' ban.d.u of the Moplah traders living in .tha; :{:a ity, ;,:1 wouei‘zjt T il or fhatito all it
these figures are absolutely correct, and that they represent accurately the actual area of forest position -of glaves so long as the?* mma:)ni 8 er:] i e A TR,
felled each year. Even supposing that all the Revenue officials concerned had conscientiously A over thgu' heads. at once to ou.tsxders,Aﬁl 1 ‘:ﬁe la:d 3 the]bes(; b g o waterald
measured each patch of cultivation, it is still far from probable that the returns made would be f Kurchair Paradise for generatlon.s.. g doof o epots considerable number of Jack-{rees
correct ; for Ponnam cultivators pay no attention to straight lines, and no one, who has not tried ‘ houses are to be found.‘ In the neighbourhood o oy favorable places. The system seems
i 0, e Loy ‘}xow. difficult it is properly to calculate the area of a hilly irregularly-shaped s s et Zdem::g mtly ll)epfe r‘:'zni":):‘v:vx at the 1'ootp of each suitable tree, the
pateh of such cultivation. 'Thc figures must be taken for what they are, and that is approximate 3 to.be to clear away the un erg!‘(:1 Y an dp an a-th G st AT P N
estimates, chiefly under estimates, of the areas under cultivation. Tt would seem that during the V| Vu:*aes take oaté o thomneh.resafl ; efun e:f 1‘0;’ ¢ that in the ae reported to you in my:letters®
last ten years a great impetus has been given; for, while in the five years from Fasli 1264 f tations are of sozne value is evident from de 1341(}:1 - Mif Ay AR plaintif
to 1268 only 482-3-5} acres were felled, in the the last five years, from Fasli 1279 to 1283, no : Nos. 154. and 253, .datedhli)th Mu,?:hl an : ; iy uI))’e ¥ ) 2 :’; €% a,,t.tached ot faction
less than 909-13-5 acres were felle.d, or nearly double the former area. thought 1 worthwh'ﬂe b 1(;1 {): onon(i)f ttiese 'f“’t atcv sell I::ie la.sd without reserving the Kuchiar's

A pefsua.l' of the statement will show you that this increase is chiefly due to increased felling o.f . de.oroe. e s gy ﬁs 1‘:1 1g]us ut right, subject to such reservations, would
by Buahinss, - Other oasts progle, Haplal, Suyacs, ail-Nbpacs Kove bost fn the habis. of Sl R e s & tho care of the wolf. Besides whichr . &
but the area cultilvated by them has not increased in the same proportion as the area cultivated be just equivalent to a s} ep e}:’ : 8.!(11 ] g over ol T e velue, acd (s gk
by the jungle tribe ; for, whereas the average avea cultivated by Kurchiars in the last period of o n’mst be remembe.te:d s § ;an lit:owt}f linsi iﬁcafxt 1t seems to me that it would be
five years is rather more than double the average area of the first period of five years, a compari- X 'lf“’h nf‘gh" be antlcxpated,l Wt e alloge ert . 8]::; . ,
son of the areas cultivated by other castes shows an increase of litfle more than half. It is ' neither just nor profitable to sell the Government g .- i i i wbeld b6
worthy of remark that the number of Kurchiar holdings has also, in the same period, more than « 10. If you are with me on that point, the ques_ltxon then comes to b?; WI gl 3
doubled —the average for Faslis 1264 to 1268 being 267}3 against 553}, the average of Faslis t best to leave it as it is, or to take the management of it and tx:y to 1;nprc;vei ; 'tha et ¢ i;
1279 to 1283. The same rate of increase has no doubt been going on for the last thirty or forfy : against leaving matters exaotly. as they e All the Pm’"’*: :l?ntion 24 that being the . 4 :
years, and probably before that—ifor these Kurchiars never were slaves in the sense that the Cheru- 1 my division have been utterly ;:mned by this Ponnam sy s'oem o n;z - ;iv i PmPn tiigs ilon 1 E
mers of the low country were, and it is probable that when oppressed elsewhere they flocked to [ oase with this forest tract also, 1?: ' boihorves_‘_(”i.ovgmm?nt;‘»;:;? to show ¥ e kﬁm .;ww vt
this Government forest tract, where no one except Government officials could bully them. I heard ‘ * way to improve their properties. Tha Mﬂn‘ m‘m'f“"““ for 1’:; .u; @ Toss profitable fo cul- ' It
complaints from some of them that Moplahs and others have gradually dispossessed them of their f often heard itremarked by the more intelligent men, that it becomes

I
|

rights by cultivating the lower and more accessible hills, and compelling them to cultivate the
higher slopes ; this is no doubt to some extent a fact ; for, as mentioned above, other castes now

&
#
B

ins to be obtained by felling
tivate Ponnam. They are dazzled by th.o prospect of the epormous gains g usly

and burning virgin forest, but after a timo the giins dwindle away, an

: § 3 increage in the
cultivate half as much again as they did twenty years ago, but it is obyious that the increase in \ pay to clear the land of the wretched serub-j'ungle which overruns it. ﬁ;Vblli:l ::(gl:lcﬁvateli’:l 45
their own numbers within the same period would act more forcibly in compelling them to take in ‘ population a point is at last reached when 1t b.ecc'smel. 10 longer. pro Mg T
more of the virgin forest on the slopes of the hills, Besides which it is well known that the land fashion, when in fast, owing to tho land being limited in extent, &t beeoW8 REEER T, L,
occupied by virgin forest when first felled yields better crops than it does afterwards—no restrice . oftener than it will bear. The remedy is, of course, to 1 -ng & certain portion o

P : g : {ivist the better
tions were ever imposed on their operations, and hence in time it came to pass that all suitable ‘: nont cultivation, and the sooner the fact is recogni by the people °i_ mg{d;vm::n; i
land in accessible dituations was brought under cultivation. \ it will bo for themselves, and this is a point which the Government oug put promin

TR i i Nair of
7. Itisno wonder therefore that, as Mr. Peet observes, Ponnam cultivation “ has been 0 forward in dealing with this tract. Nor is this all. The late Vengayil Chathu Kutti

TS " I . ke 13 diviﬂion o
oxtensively practised over the tract of land in question as to have left scarcely a single accessible : Kuthur Amshom in Cherikal Talug, one of the largest proprietors i lifn'tm’: ‘:“;‘;L‘Z{m for
gite with timber worth working at the present date.” In paragraph 2, Mr. Peet observes “ about | and a shrewd observer, told me some yesrs ago, that, within his reco 1:;01:: ; ph Ty | S
Canenth there are specimens of Mutly, Benteak, Irul, Eine, Teak, and other good timbers,” and  the worse had come over the seasons. In meler days they med de i c]vmnge and rightly I
he continues ¢ they are chiefly dwarfed and stunted specimens owing to their growth having been l ""as now, though there was just as mu?h rain then ; lmd ‘_19 at.tnbn' hbouihoo 3 :.{'h-‘e fact is that
arrested by having been repeatedly subject to Ponnam treatment.” I am quite unanimous with 3 think, to the extensive Ponnam clearing of hea¥y i o nelgd which is'broken up by the
Mr. Peet in considering that the timber resources of the tract as a remunerative speculation are whilo in heavy forest-land the rain has time to soak into the groun 1 ) e g sl tioods
completely exhausted. If, therefore, the land is to be taken over by the Forest Department, it roots of the trees, in serub-jungles the whater o “ﬁlthge' % th.e aeé:act producéd on’ climate by ‘
st o R BN o Fianrion | U vty Rifl sy Hmar, thet soukd he tomRDRRITR £ Soe o ety S 0 ?ln”quefn:zlh l::rhmr;a:tm t‘llIB case of the v&iley of the Rhone, and T
fellod. . ‘ denuding the summite and slopes 0f BLZ8 O 5 T e here for the worse in |
8. The question then comes to be whether it is worth the while of Government to commence . . anticipate that if our ghaut’ forests are dasﬁroyet ": . h‘:}'; l;;’:; °::;ugg; id Bools. T ipks
forest operations on that understanding, or whether it would be better otherwise to dispose of the climate—eight months = mdt:r:‘ffhtm :.‘lixwzse ot:rl::: still a.nd’that an e'ﬁort to reclothe
. . . e % S at 1t w ’
: land, or whether, as a third alternative, it would be best to leave things as they are. : :::m“t;’ _‘1'° f;?m of that of which this Ponnsm system of cultivation has denuded them.
3 i
8
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4, by " »
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11. But when, in addition to these general considerations, I think it ean be shown that,
viewed as a mere speculation, it would be in the highest degres profitable to Government to
undertake replanting this land, there will be the strongest reasons for not allowing matters to
slide on as at present.

12. First of all what revenue does this- forest at present yield? The answer is given in

the twenty years statement, which I enclose. This tract of forty square miles yielded on the
average of five years :—

Faslis 1264 tos1268

.................. L Tt g T B B -
Foolis 1200 10 278, < 0005 BE el ol Aris T e Bt 413 6 84.
Faslis 127310 1278, .. ...... PO WAt Gl K 506 1 7.
Falia- 1280 ta 1283, L Tl oo o OB s S > 623 3 3:

....... ” v %

that is, at the rate of about Rupees 6-11- 4/200, Rupees 10-5-4 21/50, Rupees 14-14-11-14/50,
and Rupees 15-0-3-39,100 per square mile.

13. As to the capabilities of the land for producing good and serviceable timber, Mr. Poet
observes in paragraph 2 : “ However in certain rocky tracts, too rocky for Ponnam, the growth is
so good that it is evident that timber would grow well in more favored soil.” My 6“.“ opinion not
only coinoides with Mr. Peet’s, but I feel inclined to go a good deal further and b say, that,
in my judgment, not only the alluvial deposits by the sides of the river, but th’c mountain. slopes
themselves are capable of growing the very finest timber, 8o faras I could judge, there is but
little laterite ; the greater portion of the soil has been produced by the demmposition, of the gneiss
rocks which form the hills. Anyone acquainted with the growth of the heavy timber on the
Peria Ghaut will be able to judge of the capabilities of the land for growing timl;er.

14. As to whether the land would grow Teak, Mr. Peet ohserves : * I believe that Teak
would not only grow, but grow well on the banks of the river and on any of the undulating hills
whose subsoil is not laterite. We saw specimens of indigenons Teak in some of the native enclosed
lands that were in flourishing condition, and there were stumps of Teak that must have formed
fivst-olass logs.” To which I may add thata healthy and apparently young tree that we measur-
ed guve o girth at eix feet from the ground of something over six feet : and this in spite of the
annual fires, one of which had just before our visit licked up the long grass round the roots of the

tree, of which we took the measurement. I have often been surprised in this district at the
dimensions attained by Teak growing on rocky laterita soil, and as regards this forest I am sure
that Teak eould be grown over nearly its whole extent. é

15. But I would not feel inclined to confine farest operations to Teak alone. On the
westeful system in which the private forests in my division are being worked, the supply of other

useful timber such as Fine used for hoats, Uruppu, I rul, &o., must sooner or later ran short,
and these timbers all grow well in this forest tract,

16. Next as regards the cost of working it as s forest. T would observe that in the firsy
place there will be no large outlay as at a Nilambur to seoure the land, because the land belongs
to Government already. If it had to be bought, I should be afraid to guess what would have
to be paid for it. Then as to working expenses, I beg to call you attention to three facts,
viz., that a river, which is tidal as far as a Anjarakandy, takes its rise in the forest, flows
through nearly its whole length, and is available for floating the timber in the monsoon months ;
secondly, that the Periah Ghaut Road skirts the forest throughout its whole length on the north,
and eventually leaves it at a point which is only fourteen miles from the sea-ooast ; and finally we
have living in the forest itself an ample supply of labor in the Kurchiar tribe who are bora
foresters, only wanting to be taught the proper way to employ their labor. This last point 1
look upon as a most important one; these Kurchiars from long enjoyment of immunity from
trouble, now look upon Government as their best protector, 8o strong is this feeling, that in
two magisterial cases I had before me lately, the Kurchiars actually had the hardihood to

complain against the Moplah traders who buy up their surplus grain. Their usual tactios
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. living in substantial houses, and remarkably simple and straightforw

o

. addition to remission as at present of the shistom or landlord’s share.

© would ocoupy on the land if it belonged to & private native owner,

) . I mentioned the plan, Was © round
_ of working, and Mr. Ferguson of Nilambur, to whom leaving @ small space

| altogether inconsiderable, and that my plan would not diminish the present

\ IF“ five years. While on the other hand, itis negdless ;
- Which have every chance of succseding would be & most romunerative

~ elsewhere,

: T aans JEE R to see if it W
~land. The plan I have suggested would admit ‘of a small beginaing being made t0
- suswer, or, on the other hand, if the Inspector p}gpmb th

& o : srnment
when bullied is to quit the place, but here they consider themselves 50 strong under Grovernment

to allow them to tako in any mors of the virgin forest wonld not affect them injuri

mauently anywhero, for traditioaaty custom compels fhem-

FY

‘ ey ; forest officer who would
protection that they dare to defy retaliation. 1 am quite sure thata oi“ eperiend ol Wld

treat them kindly and abstain from unnecessary interference with fheir hab
bo able, at a day’s noice, to command the services of the whole tribe. - :
17. T would not at first propose to make any great change on existing Mgmenh e
I would first forbid all Ponnam culfivation by other castes than Kurchiars. ‘A “fmmé_ _to-
the statement will show you that the averago avea felled by such persons was :—

Tn Faslis 1264 to 1268..... ... Acres. 113 14 11;:1;
1269 t0 1273, o ouv v vn , . 140 14 1044
TR fo 1878, .. ) A 1 e e
1279 to 1283, . cuv v ne & 171 - 688 &

To compensate such persons I would instesd allow them to take ui.), for pemlﬂll“n: :::f;
tion on regular durkhasts, such portions of the forest as it might be decided not to plan
ocoupation of which was unobjectionable on other grounds. : e

To give sush persons every encouragement, and it is to bo remen_xbored that ui s\t;h Tb::ﬁ'
tracts a groat deal of encourgement is needed, T would propose to s them the o;n olreatr md.. 4
terms as those sanctioned recently by the Scoretary of State for anoient g ¥
Buch holdings would require to be sarveyed and demarcated. : wation 6xcep!

As regards the Kurchiars, I would impose no restrictions on their Pomfl&? Gﬂg‘?&;ﬁg
that the virgin forest still remaining must not bo touched. The stoppagd © ::: that the refusal
by other castes would leave available for the Kurchiars a very much larger are% ously. VInduo,"

v permanently
ments should at the same time be held out to these men to sat-tl.e down a.n:i' :;“;‘S: il;edepgndant,
some portion of the land. Thay are for Kurchiars a very mtemg%:rl:::’hey have already tnkﬂll
ack-troe gardens, t0 hich allusion
the first step towards settling down by forming Pepper and J”,k'w Sk j;:o‘ o
has already beon made. Tt will be a diffioult tash, .,,,thmdw s

their dwellings. Much would depond on the officer to Whose mmsme:*k
The inducements to be held out to them should be in the way of favora They should dwt;,.

; 3 3 ¢ he servile position toey
remain in the position of Government temants Bearingin “‘Im:et:: s wg adnn%;
: : d cultiva
should not be taken of the Government’s position as landlord to ‘f‘dﬂoe th::n ::df:lk:nm:“ the
wuoh portion of the forest as it might be intended to plant, to dig the p i

trees for one year on such terms as might be arran,

it would do the plants no harm to be put down along with the crop,

. , : of the forest is
18. To sum up on this point, I have shown that the present revenn'mgamo,irom the

average of the
Kurchi ivati i irds of the whole on the Qver&ge R e
hiar cultivation, which amounts to more than t.;ro-tln iy do phntﬂhﬂn‘

which has advautagos as rogards original cost of the lsik qmuwm and hbor—,
o T ' SR

- g IS s o

19. T would therefore recommend for your oonsideration the :émbﬂ“! 4
tions on the Nilambur system, as the best wa, 8f making use © g :
ought, as I do, that 89 & mere WONCY

"This would bo  most coonomical WY

speouls tioninthuW’ N




speculation it would be safe, operations could be commenced on s scale similar to that now exist-
ing at Nilambur. :
(T'rue Copy.)
(Bigned) W. LOGAN,
Acting Collector.

Encrosvere No. 2.

From A. W. PEET, Esq., Deputy Conservator, Wynaad Forests, to W. LOGAN, Esq., Sub-
Collector of Malabar, dated Manantoddy, 6th March 1874, No. 299.

| l-ulvn the honor to forward a short report on the subject of the tract of land between
Canenth and Periah, forming a Government escheat that was lately visited by you and myself.

1. Ponnam Oultivation.—This species of cultivation, termed Kumari in Mysore, Tukkul
in Wynaad, Punakad in Salem, has been go extensively practised over the tract of land in question
as to have left scarcely & single accessible site with timber worth working at the present date.
The evil does not stop even with the forest on the plain, or with that on the low undulating hills,
‘but the slopes of the ghauts are being systematically worked ; the Kurchiars affirming that the
'uopla}m have dispossessed them of their old Ponnam grounds, and driven them up the face of
the mountains. In going up the Periah Ghaut I saw fresh Ponnam made as far as five miles up
the ghaut, that is to within three miles of Periash. Between the third and fourth miles from
Periah the heavy forest has been almost entirely felled. There is a large native coffee estute in
this tract. ;

I would strongly urge that some distinct limits should be set to this system of Ponnam
oultivation : not only on account of its wasteful tendency in sites that afford opportunities for
timber working, but also because heavy forest on the ghauts should not be left to the chance of
hap-hazard felling, but treated as much as possible on scientific principles. The effect of a
- growth of timber on the slopes and summits of mountains is undoubtedly an important consider-

ation, and gno that, under the diffexent v udition - .._I sast wunlyy, shonld be a paramonnt ohjeet -

of study. ik '

The well-known case of the valley of the Rhone in France is an instance in point.
After the felling of timber on the hills the first evil consequence that ensued was the disintegra-
tion of the soil by means of frost and rain, and this went on so rapidly asto leave the
hill sides altogether bare of vegetation; the effect on the valley below was that the climate
became so much colder that it was impossible to grow even the cereals which formerly flourished
there, It is now ome vast acene of desolation in many places where prosperous villages formerly
existed. In his book entitled “ Man and Nature,” Marrh states that even the Mistral, the north-
west wind so frequently destructive to shipping at Marseilles, is the work of man, and began in
historical times in consequence of the clearing of the slopes and summits of the Pyrenees.

One of the great problems that now engages the Forest Department in France is the
ro-introduction of a timber growth on many of the hills formerly wooded. In some parts the

amount of soil left is so scanty, that they are obliged to commence by re-turfing.

9. The Nature of the Tract of Land in question as regards its Capabilitics of producing good and
serviceable Timber.—About Canenth there are specimens of Mutty, Benteak: Irul, Eine, Teak and
other good timbers. They are chiefly dwarfed and af,unted specimens, owing to their grow!.h
having been arrested by having been repeatedly sub]ec.t to Ponnam t_re?tmegt. Howeve.a-, in
oertain rocky tracts, too rocky for Pounam, the growth is so good that it is evident that timber
would grow well in more favored soil. .

3. Would this Tract be favorable for the growth of Teak ?—1I beliove that Teak would not
only grow but grow well on the banks of the .rive_sr, and on any 'of the nndnlsting. hills whose
subsoil is not laterite. We saw specimens of indigenous Teak in some of the native enclosed
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To the Inspector of Forests, with two enclosures, to be returned.

pe .,'.’3*;

X »

lands that were in flourishing condition ; and there were stumps of Toak that must h‘,m el e

On 'thliolg:ubject I would refer to an extract from the South of India O.bserver of 27th 1138' ?;n'ﬂ“’a tlw, A
1874, which says: “We notice from the Rangoon Gasette that during the y;ﬂ-l' i 2 ¢
imports into the United Kingdom of Fast India, Teak timber amounted to 44,00 z:e g”";;
82,000 fons in 1872 and 26,300 tons in 1871, tho raling prices being £10-18-0 k0 5 B2 60
Our contemporary further informs us that a largely increasing consumption of ethi'mbfe&‘ ‘
Railway purposes is being experienced in the English markets, We ?mve alluded to p J md
a8 wa look upon the planting of Tesk as a speculation in which capital can be 18 thm di}l'l@w“ :
advantageously invested as in any other agriculiural enferprise.. Malabar, among otaer &EEEEE

in the Presidency, offers a fair field for the purpose.”

i COP]’-): (sipgd) W. I.DG;AN, A
Acting Collosts:

Excrosores Nos. 3 and 4. —Statements. &
Tae Collector should ascortain the limits of the tract and might u?;:: |
tageously define the houndaries of the actual forest excluding the sku':?ng.' t:‘:night ,
tion and jungle intermixed with it. Ponnam cultivation wzthm tbmﬂl::dd{vhﬂ
be put a stop to in the way proposed, and the Kurchiars might he dehIPs b
forester-guards and regular cultivators, The opinion of the. 18P ',u,m?
for planting, and as to the desiraDILLY 0%
Bl duesr AP R

! e AT
'

» the Acting Colleetor of Malabar.
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} ProcEEDINGS OF, THE Boapp oF Revexus, dated 10th September 1875, Norgal s
{ Read again Board’s Proceedings, dated 24th July 1875, No. 21?65;13 i
| Read. also the following letter from Coptain CAMPBELL WA e the
! Inspector of Forests, to H. E. STOKES, Esq. A ctu;§7§9§§ 139._-.—,-
; | it _Focd gt Bavemng el oot lfgﬁ;?“;iu ath Jaly (etolo
. - ity " : e Bateesian o e - » ¥ g 9 : 1 il > te 2 L4 e
sasgom - ‘ , _ .‘ ey , P ;‘ncatoBmdsProceedmgﬂ, No. b : o an’s
g ?%‘:'3 Zm ; . | ¥ m e ' " sures returned), I'havo the honor to report that 1 think very h}‘;‘-fh:z: Z;h;gp}'ﬂ' '
BEESEEE G g =) ’ proposals.as o the disposal of the portion of the K“‘;“:f”fiéient Kurchiars 88
o E : ‘g §: ,.q; SE ] = l' w!ty Tat permanently ownpiad, the employ_’lflen? 0' e 3 in 1“9 Iﬂﬂﬁng the ;
€ -3 3 E‘g‘:‘ o ’«"‘J’; g — j Govam;ﬁent foresters, and endeavoring to nh:;:;e theléx’; services | p‘ o
gH 2 ] St y = ' tract, gudrding and collecting minor forest Pr T R I e RS, =2
gg;ggz : ‘; : \h %5 ¢ E F N 1 ,2g ﬁ:\l: cons(i’stently fdvd‘cated for Y@”th‘?-m‘-‘mng e t‘l;;m:igi;e:ﬂ-ﬂ 8
§ 32 2R ey TR =y O wn P t forest ryot and adherent, and 1 am glad to sce 2 Collector 2 wa’m hg tbutlhﬁve
ESER : Bl & = N o g = (& gy i 3. " T have not unfortunately been able t0 visit the Kanoth.m e Crol
i '§ g;g gé e w\\ 3 § ; oL & ' heard all about it from Mr. Peet and Mr. Logan hims elf, and thlnk w:}::m);::}%’lf g
AT e B | ALate oot b b e bl ol ol spsta Tk SV 58 =5 S
A e : = | timber. e s e
o e T kY SR ] T would no, howevor, advosate e commenceTet C
B— e i e * ona largo scale at presont, or the omployment A
T e " !  the resident Kurchiars fo mwms:@,f-r ST
5. I'would, as Mr-To ‘i SagETe |
* such portions-of fhie forest as it appesrs MOSL AV U5 0 o e Tugoble
| such portions of th m.jwhon immediate charg@i? :

| - may be arranged by Mr. Peet, | “ S
, ~whole bloek. el o 11 probably suffice for
A e . S eision sohieme WOLPRUES Sy o o S
" (| The establishments Wi‘&%“}&‘ " iraied planter maY be gptq}ned i
- o supervision, and, if nec , the ser | - o - gl
from-Nelambur and debited to Worting charges. : '

“Lhe Kurchiars will probaby
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of years

. onitand hand it

" has the laud for five years an
timber and bark is ready anc
8. 1Ishall be
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(Government approv
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a
3

other than the jungle tribe of Kurchiars isto be stopped, and the partieé compén;
sated by grants fox: permanent cultivation; and the services of the Kurchiars an.
to be enlisted, which can’ be done without expénse for the planting and rearin

P e T

concurs with Mr. Logan's proposals except that he would not for - the preseut
undertake planting or any operations that would involve a speciail establishment

2. The Board cordially approve Mr. Logan’s scheme, which scers to them
to have the elements of great success, and they recommend that he be anthorizod.
to carry out his proposals as limited by the Inspector,

(A true Copy and Extract.)
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‘ To the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenus Department,
(o IRy with copy of Board's Proceedings, dated 24th July 1875, No. 2,065
: and two original statements, its enclosures, 10 be ;etmed.
Copy to the Acting Collector of Malabar. ; d
,» to the Officiating Inspector of Forests,
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of trees and for the. protection of the tract,, The Inspector of Forests cor Ty

g Secretary.

Rrvesve DEpARTMENT.
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