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* Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
28th October 1875.

* ﬁo. 169.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th

September 1875, No. 2,572 :—

Read the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., m. &. a. ¢., Superinten-
dent of Government Farms, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary
to the Board of Revenue, dated Baidapet, 11th August 1875, No., 411 :—

I mave the honor to enclose a copy of a letter received from Mr. Benson, in
which he requests that Government will be good enough to allow the restrictions
contained in Clause 6 of his articles of agreement to be suspended until the end of

his second year of service. I hope that it will be found possible to grant Mr.
Benson the favor he asks, for I believe that he has honestly tried to fulfil his
part of the agreement by working hard in the study of Tamil, and this, I venture
to believe, was the object intended to be secured by the restrictions to which he
refers. An agricultural officer who enters upon duty at once, on his arrival in this
country, has many difficulties to encounter that newly-arrived officers in other
departments do not meet with,

Excrosvre No. 1.

From C. BENSON, Esq., M.R.A.c. , Assistant Superintendent of Government Farms, to W. R.

ROBERTSON, Esq., M. R. &. c., Superintendent of Government Fa.rms, dated Saidapet,
26th July 1875.

Wit reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, Miscellaneous. No. 6,567, dated

' 20th July 1879, Immmh observe thav,” wien 1 sanaary 1573 I siznca my-wnism

of agreement, I did not in the least anticipate that the acquirement of the knowledge of a
vernacular language, to be prescribed by Government, would be such a difficult task as I have
since found it ; and I agreed to pass the test prescribed within twelve months under a penalty of
a loss of salary, amounting to Rupees 50 per mensem, \

2. On my armival in India, the same test, with some very trivial alterations, as that
prescribed for officers in the Public Works Department, was instituted for me,

3. 1In the Public Works Department, the time allowed to officers to pass in vernacular is,
1 believe, two years, and also in the Forest Department.

4., Since my arrival in this country, I have, whenever I have been able, worked hard at
Tamil, and have incurred a considerable expense in engaging a Munshi.

5. As, as I point out below, I have and shall incur a heavy loss by the restrictions in my
agreement, I request that Government will be good enough to grant me a suspension of these
restrictions until the second year of my service shall have elapsed.

8. If Government is not good enough to grant me the extension of time for passing the test
referred to, the loss I shall incur will amount to Rupees 50 per m;%m, for eight months (at least);
which, together with the Munshi allowance granted in G. O.,/No. 111, Revenue Department,
dated 17th April 1874, makes a total of Rupees 550. This amount, owing to my having been
obliged to live away from the Farm (contrary to what I was led to expect), and also having been
obliged to keep, at my own expense, a horse to enable me to perform my duties, I can very ill

afind, (True Copy.)

(Signed) W, R. ROBERTSON,
Supt. Government Farms.

Uxper his articles of agreement Mr. Benson is entitled to an increase of salary
from Rupees 250 to Rupees 300 per mensem from the commencement of his second
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
: 28¢h October 1875.

year of service, subject to the proviso that he shall have passed in one of the
vernaculars. He has presented himself for examination three times, and has failed
to satisfy the examiners. He now represonts that the task is more diffcult than
he anticipated, and requests that the restrictions contained in Clause 6 of his
agreement may be suspended until the end of his second year of service.

2. The Board are not prepared to recommend to Government that
Mr. Benson should be allowed to draw the increased rate of pay during his second
year of service and till he passes, which is what his request amounts to, but they
think that indulgence might he conceded to the extent of allowing Mn Benson the
increased rate of pay retrospectively on his passing within two years from the com-
mencement of his service, which does not appear too long a period to fix for his
attaining the required standard in the vernacular.

3. The supposition that forest officers are allowed two years for qualifying is
erroneous. Under G. O., dated 9th January 1873, No. 21, officers appointed to
the department by Her Majesty’s Government are not entitled to any inerease
of pay or promotion until they have passed the prescribed test, and one year has
been allowed to officers already in the department who have not yet qualified
(G. Os., dated 3rd February 1875 and 23rd July 1875, Nos. 175 and 1,104). From
page 357 of the Standing Orders of the Public Works Department, twelve months
appear to be the period allowed to officers of that department. ;

(A true Copy and Extract.)
~(Signed) - C. A. GALTON,
Acting Sub-Secretary.

No. 170. OrDER THEREON, 28th October 1875, No. 1,533.

Tue Governor in Council is pleased
to concede the indulgence proposed by
the Board in paragraph 2 of their
. Proceedings.

2. With reference to Mr. Benson’s remarks relative to his having been obliged
to live at a distance from the Farm, the Board will report whether this has entailed
on him any additional expense.

Miscellaneous.

(True Extraet.)

(Signed) L. A, CAMPBELL,
Under-Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
» the Accountant-General,

Exd F. R. Bantleman.
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