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W | (JOTASENUND, ",
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| < 1 %5,1,480. N\
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To A :

Tus SECRETARY o mms GOVERNMENT or INDIA, :
: DerarTMENT oF REVENUE, ~
AGRICULTURE, AND COM}ZERCE.

- ~ Sir,—With reference to the subject
Sepatate Revenue, No. 14. ~of your letter of the 31st August 1875,
No. 504, I am directed to forward
copy of the Proceedings* of the Board

* Proccedings of Government, dated 9th October of Revenue, dated 6th September 1875,
" 1875, No. 1,479. No. 2,498.

QOustoms.

2. Tt will be observed that the Board state that, in order to meet the wishes of
the Government of India, it will be necessary to raise the cost of the establishment
entertained in their office from Rs. 5,844 to Rs. 9,708; and I am to urge on the
Government of India the absolute necessity of cowmplying with this recommendation.
A tabular statement embracing the charges proposed is appended,

3. As pointed out by the Board, the difficulties connected with the tabulation
of trade statistics arise not with regard to the trade at the chief ports possessing
highly-paid establishments, presided over by experienced officers, and so situated
that reference on any point of doybt can be made readily. It is with the trade at
out-ports that the difficulties and delays arise, and their force may be fairly measured
by the number of such out-ports and the extent and number of transavtions therein.

4. Tam to observe, therefore; that when it is stated that His Excellency in
Council is unable to admit that what can be effected in Bombay and Bengal, where the
trade is far larger and the establishments relatively smaller, cannot be equally well and
promptly done in Madras, all the essential features in the case must have been
overlooked.

. ‘ 5. The figures noted in the margin
: represent the out-port trade of the different
B Trade. . [Establishment, Presidencies with the existing establish-
ments for Trade Returns.

o i s 6. In paragraph 3 of your letter it

Bengal .. ..| 68,00,000 12,180 | g attempted to measure the ti :
Bombay .| .| 81,010,000 11,800 s S0 Ume PR
Madras 865,00,000 5.844 | to be occupied in compilation of returns

by the number of hours occupied by the
port from the more distant ports. Such
: amode of computation assumes the fact
that the establishments of the Madras ports are organised on such a scale as to admit
the possibility of the returns from them being accepted without scrutiny and correction,
by the chief local authority of the district.

7. These establishments were never organised on the supposition of their being
called upon to furnish refurns in she mannper now desired ; and to the actual distance

Average . . 338,00,000 9,941
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