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4 No. 211, Bead the following letter fromd. A. BOURDILION, Esq., Ofﬁelatmg b
Ll i Under-Secretary to the Government of India,.Financial Department,
£ (Separate Revenue——Abkm,) W A. MAOGREGOR, Esq., Acting Secretary
B, the Govemmant.of Madras, R > Department, dated Simla, o

1] k3 Imd:raotedbyﬂisExaeﬂemy theVmeroyand Govemor-Genaralm ‘Council
b umte the attention of the Govemment of Madraa to the Indian Tariff Aet, No. XVI.

\‘ ~ of 1875, Section 11,

2. By this Act the duty on spirit unpmw(l by sea , into British India has Tioun
\'f??‘ ~ fixed at Rs, 4 the imperial gallon, tobemerwedmmporuonmthesﬁeﬂgthoﬁhe
i : spirit exceeds London proof.

f - 3. Inthe preamble of Section 11, mmp&&mm the duty of
. excise on spirit distilled in British India should beara due proportion to the Customs
duty on spirit imported into British Indm;an@,byt&mm itself, power is given
to the Government to fix the duty of excise on spirit distilled in India at a;ny rate
otexowdmgthemteﬁxedbythsAOtfmmpartedaﬁnt ¢

| 5. Ontheotherhand whenaduty ofexmwmlaneduwnsplmdmhﬂedm
India according to strength, the system varies according to the character of the spirit
and the eircumstances of the locality. In some large towns and at some large dis-
tilleries the duty is graduated exactly according to the alcoholic strength of the spirit.
At other places, an estimate is made of the ordinary strength of the spirit produced
by one or more distillations, and the duty is roughly assessed accordingly. Elsewhere,
again, the duty is fixed upon the materials used for distillation. s
i i 6. '!‘hesystmofadutytehemormd,xfthestmngbhofﬁe”“} e
~ exceeds London proof, whohmfmdsmm‘blafmapmﬁmwtedhy sea, is believed
" not to be in force anywhere in regard to spirit distilled in India. Such a duty is,
obviously, very much heavier than a duty at the same rate (bnh 'mﬁmut any mmi-'_
~ mum) gmdnatedaeeozdmgﬁothaalwholm trength ¢ '
7. Tam divected to roquest that the Governmer
subject of the excise duty on spirits into their early co
* eircumstances and the mode of assessing the excise énty wdl adxmt) report What
measures they would recommend for bringing that duty up to a rate as nearly as
~ possible equivalent to that now fixed for tha customs duty on imported spivit.
8. Tam toadd that, if the present duty on. spmthasbeenmany measure fixed
in relation to the duty on drugs or fermented liquors, it will be right to consider
whether any addition to the spirit duty shoulﬁ not m‘mlva a wpm'mmta addiﬁon to
thedntymdrogsmdfemanfadhquors. i LS o _
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yme large distilleries,

enirit, and the circumstances of th | ‘ ,
spirit, anc the ¢ the duty is graduated exactly according to the aleoholic
ength of the spirit. At other places, an estimate is made of the ordinary

i spirit. produced by ome or more distillations, and the duty is

ghly assessed accordingly.  Elsewhere, again, the duty is fixed upon the
terials used for distillation. ‘ |
6. The syétem of a minimum duty

it exceeds London proof | ST 1 :
llieved not to be in forc’e anywhere, in regard lto spirit. distilled in Indm,f
¢ch a duty is, obviously, very much heavier than a duty at the same rate

t without any minimum) graduated according to the alcoholic strength of

-

to be increased if the strength of the

In some lhrgé'towns, and at

which is found suitable for spirit imported by sea,
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