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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
14th September 1875. '

June 1873, No. 1,048, but the discrepancies are not material. The outlay therein
given for the five distriets marginally
noted was Rupees 29,899-3-0, and the
expenditure for Nellore had been pre-
_viously reported as Rs. 1,27,390, making

Madras, Chingleput, North Arcot, Bellary and
Tanjore. ;
Board’s Procs., 15th May 1873, No. 793.

a total of Rupees 1,57,289-3-0,

4. Nevrore.—The expenditure in this ‘district during the two years under
report amounted to no less & sum than Rupees 2,01,247 for the destruction of
1,779,306 snakes, the rate of extermination having exceeded 2 lakhs and a half
per mensem from January to July 1873. The Collector states that snakes were
killed both near and afar from human habitations ; the special report which the
Collector was directed in paragraph 3, G. O., 28th October 1874, No. 1,837, to
furnish on this point, appears to have been submitted direct to Govemmen;. ,

As regards the system adopted for disbursing rewards and checking payments,
the Collector refers to certain circulars issued on the subject, which specify the source
from which payments were to be made, and contain directions for exhibiting the
expenditure in the accounts ; but there is nothing to show what precautions were
taken against the fraudulent production a second time of snakes, for the destrue-
tion of which a reward had already been obtained. On the production of snakes
before the Village Munsif, the reward was to be paid out of the collections, a bill
countersigned by the Curnam or a respectable ryot being transmitted to the Tah-

< #idar..and et Pder oo AWvous s omnnont of tha ohemmac. Nass " = e
were authorized, and thatl ?hey had been so mut’ilated before payment that they
| could not be produced again, appears from the circulars referred to, to have been
& ' required, although the Board prescribed such a certificate in their Proceedings
dated 6th February 1873, No. 162, approved in G. O, , 19th February 1873, No. 195’.
g At the same time it is presumed that all proper precautions were take:], as the
! Collector’s frequent reports, quoted in paragraph 3 of his letter recorded above
show that the startling expenditure was carefully watched and duly brought tc’»
the notice of the Board and Government month after month, The Collector’s
explanation was to the effect that the district swarms with venomous snakes. and
that the Yanadies were devoting their whole time to the pursuit, He stated’ that
after the strictest inquiry, he had no reason to doubt the bona fides of the opera-
tions. The result of these reports was that the grant of rewards was at first

restricted to the talugs of Gudur and Nellore, and shortly afterwards the amount
was reduced to 1 Anna for the destruction of cobras only.

5, Mapgras.—The outlay in Madras was inconsiderable. The rewards were
disbursed by the Commissioner of Police for the destruction of snakes in the
several divisions of the town.

6. Cmyerepur.—The expenditure in this district was Rupees 87,151-5-6 for
999,309 snakes. It appears that at first the grant of rewards was not limited
to the four deseriptions of venomous snakes specified by Government, and that
¢ill March 1873, rewards were paid for all venomous snakes. Proper precautions
appear to have been taken to prevent the fraudulent production of snakes a
gocond time. The destruction was not confined to any particular locality. The
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(Signed)  C. A. GALTON, :
Acting Sub-Secretary.
No. 130, = & Opren mnmmlithﬁe |
in that
1875, No. 540.
(True Extract.) 7 i
(Signed) A. MACGREGOR,

‘14¢h September 1875.

; Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Deyaﬂmmt,' ~f /

expenditure in this distriet was not specially brought to the Board’s notice, but

the outlay incurred in 1872-73, was in reply to a call from the Board reported in
the Collector’s letter recorded in Board’s Proceedings, dated 18th June 1873,
No. 1,048, and entered in the statement submitted to Government¥therewith. The :

extensive destruction was then attributed to the presence of the caste of Yanadies
in considerable numbers. No mention is made of the discontinuance of the rewards

_in accordance with the orders ,qf,-rﬁmmmgg&sl@&g@,.il 'th F' (w LA R4 and it
would appear that rewards are still being paid under Board’s Standing

No. III. ‘The Collector will report whether this is so.

7. Norra Arcor.—The number of snakes killed was 47',_26'(, and the rewarc'h'

aggregated Rupees 5,901-6-4. The snakes were mutilated on ‘production, and

every care appears to have been taken to prevént deception. The large amount ‘

of rewards disbursed by the Sub-Magistrate of Punganur attracted the attention

of the Collector, and led to the suspicion of trickery, but no proof was forth- 5

_coming, and with that exception, the rewards appear to havembeen.fairlyvaarned.;
8. The outlay in Bellary and Tanjore does not call for notice. '

(A true Extract.)

Acting Secretary to Go}remment.

To the Financial Department.
,» the Board of Revenue.

Exd. W. H. French.
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