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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
3rd June 1875.

Medical. | .

No. 16. Road the following letter from Surgeon-General E. G. BALFOUR,
Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department, to the Honorable D. F.
CARMICHAEL, Officiating Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Fort St. George, 25th May 1875, No. 288 :—

Under the Orders in No. 579 of 3rd May 1871 and No. 1226 of 26th
November 1873 the various police stations of the Madras Presidency were supplied
with small quantities of liquor of ammonia to be used for people bitten by

poisonous sizkes. oy
9. 1 have the honor to furnish a letter and a return from the Inspector-
General of Police showing that in the past year ammonia was used in 181 cases,
in 165 of which the bitten persons survived and the remaiving sixteen died. Of
the recovered cases thirteen are said to have been bitten by cobras; but the possi-
bility of ammonia curing a person bitten by this poisonous snake camnot be
accepted. Its use in curing the pain from a scorpion sting may be admitted, and
it must also be of great value in the state of partial collapse into which many of
the natives of India fall when bitten by a non-poisonous snake or seorpion,
3. The Order of Government, No. 1226, of 26th November 1873, perm.itted

the retention of ammonia at police stations for another year and ordered careful
returns to be then made. The return now received seems to have been accurately

. prepared, and I think that for the future tho Pulice Deparémont or any sthoe .
© 7 of the departments may, if they wish, be allowed to indent for ammonia in the

ordinary course of business.
4 The use of ammonia in snake-bites was advocated by Surgeon-Major
{now Deputy Surgeon-General ) Fayrer, and was ordered to be tried in this Presi-
_dency in the Proceedings of Government of 3rd May 1871. But the rapidity with
which the poison acts does not permit the hope that much good result would follow
the use of ammonia, even if it were a drug on which reliance could be placed as a
curative agent. Itsis not probable, however, that its merits exceed those of strong
arrack, and#other means ought not to be overlooked. I attach copy of a circular
memorandum which I issued in 1871 giving publicity to Surgeon-Major Shortt’s
viows as to the value of liquor potasse in poisonous snake-bites. As noted in g

previous letter, the humane suggestion of.

No. 134, of 3rd April 1872, paragraph 2. paying SR i
they may bring would be very costly, because ordinary natives of India regard
the most harmless snakés as poisonous, and beeause of the difficulty experienced
by all non-scientific people in distingnishing harmless from poisonous snakes.
I think I have heard or read that the snakes produce in June and July, and if this
be correct any moeasures taken for their destruction might therefore be most
diligently pursued in the months of April and May. There are plenty of people
in the country accurately acquainted with all the poisonous snakes ; amongst others
the Yenadi race from the Sriharikotta jungles, some of whom are gnardians of t.h;
‘snake shrine at Vasaripad. But it seems o me that natural means, to one of which

. 3 1 alluded in a previous letter, nziglxt be

5 ; 1871 :
~ No. 23, of 27th March 1871, paragraph 6. - more largely employed to destroy them,
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Proccedings of the Madras Government, Pu?:lz’c Department, ' ”
3rd June 1875.

tatement of District Reports on the use of Ammonia for the cure of Snake-bites—(Concluded.)
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o AL wddapah ... 8 8 | ... |States that two of these were by cobras. The other
' cases are stated to have been by Penjeroo and Mooni-
contha Pamoe.
orth Arcot ... 1 1 oo | Informs on]g one case oceurred. The patient was
- bitten on the foot, and the part bitten was scarified

and ammonia was applied externally as well as inter-

ene “!ﬁt G m' nally. Six minutes after being bitten he beeame

o t mer dum, No. 6494, of 7th October 1874, I bave® ’ | giddy, which continued till half an hour after applica-
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tion, and the next day he complained that his eyes
were burning, It isnot known by what snake bitten,
but it was presumed that the snake was a harmless
/ one. -
tingleput ...| 26 25 1 | Nine of these cases appear to be by cobras and others
: : were by Virian Kathri, &¢. Liquor ammonia was
{ invariably used in all of them.
uth Areot ... 12 12 .. | None of these appears to be by ecobras, but ammonia
z was useg;: all. Sc&m;; of tlge‘se cases were by Veela-
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“-‘“' the treatment of cases of snake-bites.
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. R 1 enses the doseriptica of sudhos dsmehus e
o S [ BT b S S
G ; ~ euskes was not found, but it is supposed that the
Pl ‘ | snakes were not poisonous ones. ; e
Ldnrl By o B 4 4 ... | States that out of four cases of snake-bites in which

[

ammonia was used one was ascertained to be by a
\ cobra, :

nnevelly ... 3 3 | ... |Reports that all the three cases in which ammonia was
[ : administered in the Rathapooram Division were cured
and in the remaining divisions ammonia was not
‘ ! made use of.

Ve s v 7 F 7 ... | Reports four divisions in the district used ammonia in

ja , . seven cases ; all of them were treated successfully,
)imba b 1 1 ... | Reports that four other cases of scorpion eting, in which
: : ammonia mixed with spae* was used, proved success.

‘ ] fal.
‘alabar ... ... 2 £a 2 | States that ammonia was used in two cases, both of
! : which proved lnwcessfu!i1 : .
wth Canara... 4 4 ... | Informs that in three of the four cases the deseripti
‘u of snakes i8 unknown, and the remaining x}};wﬁ
i cobra. : j
£ ; 5
| e » Tpecacnante. 8
| Mivmas, . (Signed)  W. ROBERTSON, S |
3th May 1875, Asst. Inspector-General of Police,
lo. I7. - Onper THEREON, 3rd June 1875, No. 745, | .
- The Gaovernor in Council authorizes the Police and Jail Departments, and ajj

Jollectors and Presidents of Municipsl and Local Fund Boards, to iuclude
“ammonia ” in their indents (for medicive on the Medical Stores) if required,
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