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few years, at the heads of the Vennar and its

.
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Prooeedz"_ngs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
i 14th June 1876.

No. 321. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel R. A. ROBERTS,
R.E., Superintending Engineer, Tanjore, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E.,
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Tanjore, 6th
May 1875, No. 580 :— :

BEFORE availing myself of the furlough granted to me in G- 0., Military Depart- '
ment, dated the 19th April 1875, No. 279, and before T leave the Tanjore Distriet, I
think it my duty to offer the following remarks for the consideration of Government.

9. TFrom the published return the land revenue of the Godavery District
appears to be now a little more than the land revenué of Tanjore, though Tanjore is
still, as it has always been, the richest and the most important district of this
Presidency. e

3. Tt is admitted on all gides that the advancement of the Godavery in wealth
and revenue is entirely due tothe great attention that has been given to its works of
irrigation, and to the large sums that have been gpent upon them, and there is no reason
to doubt that if Tanjore were treated in & cimilarly liberal manner, its revenue
would be considerably increased, instead of standing, as it has done, at almost the

game figure for the last fifty years; while the revenue of the Godavery has more

than doubled itself, in fact has increased by about 23 lakhs of rupees during the last

twenty years. ! _
4. 1 am aware that an impression prevails in some quarters that Tanjore 1s
be expended on its

almost wholly cultivated already, and that, however mu.ch may .
works of irrigation, cultivation and revenue cannot be increased to any appreciable

extent, but I am fully satisfied that this is a mistake.

5. There are thousands of acres of land in Tanjore that yield “but a very poor

revenue, or no revenue at all, and, what is as much to be deplored, prqd\'me no .crops
' igation and defective drainage.

and yield no benefit to the people through defective irr

6. Very many able reports have been written from time to time on this subject,
devoted their best energies to

and some of the ablest officers of Government have

remedy the defects above referred to ; but with insufficient funds, and with a tota]]:y
insufficient establishment, it is impossible to expect that the state of the works in
Tanjore should be better than they ‘are.

7. With the exception of the few regulating works constructed duri;lg the past
| branches, and at the heads of the

Arasalar and Veerasholen, there has béen nothing done of any practical value for the

proper distribution of, the waters of this district for nearly forty years; and the conse-
quence is that when the rivers are low the lands at the head of the delta appropriate
more than a fair share of the water, and Jeave the lands lower down a parched and
barren waste, while in the season of floods the owners of lands at the head of the

delta force all the water downwards, and swamp the lands near the coast.

8. A great deal has been undoubtedly dope in improving the old native works
of the district, but it has been almost exclusively confined to embankments.  This work
was essentially necessary, and it has during
disasters which were of such common oecurrence in seasons of floods a few years ago.

9. A great deal more requires to be done in this respect, but the great want of

 the district at the present time is a proper distribution of the water. All the old

recent years saved the district from the .
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~ and that the works in the Godavery and Kistn, Ima;’ strong as that of Tan)®
L amy i i_u‘ ] A f

& in making a comparison, the Deltasupbﬁnmam,u

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departnét.
14¢h June 1875.

-sluices, built without system and spparently without calculation, Teq™
%'Wd :;l remodelled, and the working of the head-sluices must be B
. hmd’. villagers or they will be speedily destroyed, and many €55
“nb‘m"d:llisthematpmem, v " -

10. |

funds are Ih:n aware thsft the resources of Government in regard to establstr

t .Of th! . moum, but the ‘OHOWing statements show that it d“,
Tesent receive a fair share of one or the other. :

exclusive of District Engineers.

G e
0 Lk S Guhnxy.’ Kistas. | Tanjore. ’. : Remarks.

; v.EntlnoGn vas 2 ’ 1 1* "'Tnis()ﬂioor'ﬂlhi’
Engi 2+ |+ One of these bk
Sub-Engineers : 3 f | months’ leavs he o
T o et M T e | special duty. z
D i S P s 3¢ |11, n young man, 08l ™
Superintendents 2 29 {g 9 | appointed.
Total .. 50 as 15 -

Allotments for ; ‘gati Y » pr
: Ordinary Irrigation Works un 1874-75, vide . 0., No. 1,061, dated 16¢h Apré 1

‘ ..m' mg:;,::' Total.

Kima o o Do o] basee | sone | 178600
oo I P T ol };gg;ggg 7,778 1,66,776
i i o | 000 ) 187,000

G Thesa statem.;,itg ahow th#ﬁ: Fhal N e : :

“ L e : Rl ! Whﬂe e Lot \ i -.ti;'?‘l
- practically tho amo for ho hres districts the gl o Lrigaion Works
present moment three times, and that of the Kistng pev |+ OF the Godavery is at

for their up-keep as the ancient, and

what is called “ repair” :nq frequently um | ‘umi"s' i e ‘Tn"{f cted, works in Tanjore,
12, Ttwill be observed that T have fnoladed 1ore. o | .
lishment of the Godavery and the Kmtna, f&mm*:i&mm@uh the estab-
the Conservancy Establishment, I mmmypwlg " Ihey’ what is call

Ny

matter of fact the whole establishment of Tanjore is 5 (. ©
more the executive establishment of Tanjore Wil aith s

- visors and nine Taluq Overseers, while the allotments 4, Congist.
ﬂ.’fg lacs, . E : s o dul ke

. Funds in the Godavery aud the Kistna, b

,v’take‘three or four Overseers to superintend works costing 2

~ at present in Tanjore is entirely too small, an
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Proceedings of the Mudras Government, Public Works Depar:fment,
L 14th 'Ju?ze 18‘7&

S AR g a,m aware that there is a considerable amount of expenditure ifom Loan
‘unds in ¢ . ut they are large works, and require but- a
* One Overseer on a large work can easily
0,000 Rupees in a season, while it would
» a similar amount when

comparatively small amount of supervision.
supervise work to the extent of 50,000 or 6

 scattered over three or four talugs. o

14. A considerable ‘amount of Loan Funds has be ; ke
Tanjore also, but the work was entirely superintended by the ordn.lary e R

15. Taking all these circurstances into consideration, Tanjore shoullg l.mve i

' the least as strong an establishment as the Godavery, and one and a B

- much money for the up-keep of its works. ; !

16. In making this coﬁlparison T am far from thinking that the establishments

of the Godavery or the Kistna too large, T merely desire to show that the establishment
and that until the Government can find

Tanjore should have a

en expended of late years in

ways and means to increase the establishment generally,
proportional share of the existing general establishment.
17. I have carefully examined the Annual List of _ ¥ e R
published, and I am of oginion that besides the District Engineer, Ta};iofe ¥ -en?;::
o two Executive Engineers, three Assistant Engineers, tWo S‘fb_' il:t ee'm"ustice
Supervisors, and the usual complement of Overseers. Iam also of opipuon dt e ‘Le e
to the landowners and cultivators of Tanjore, the estabhshme}lt shoul . dnflv:r |
than the above number, and that special works should be specially M "
18. The next thiﬁg to be considered is the distribution of this establishment,

or of the emaller establishment at present in the district. 5 il
19. T am strongly of opinion that the proposals made in my lett(;r pr}:ntlt:dI Wltvl:
G. 0., dated the 6th January 1875, No. 19, and the reconsideration o wtu: i no g

earnestly urge on the attention of Government, is the best and the m(c;?ﬁ judicioun
arrangement that can possibly be adopted. T have consulte(% the Rangfa . cers, ksom:
* members of the Revenue Department, and others ¥ ho are mtereg’oed = t: ;V v :e
this district, and all agree with me in -saying that. the arrangements & propo ,

- would be a vast improvement on the arrangements now i force. :
20. The objections to the present arrangements are:—
1st,, that Nos. 3, 4, and 5 Ranges are each comprised of
. Revenue divisions i
2nd., that they extend’ across the delta dand give eadh Range Oiﬁeejr i
: sections of numerous different rivers; and, :
8rd., that we have not competent officers for
: 21. The proposed arrangement would m
Revenue divisions (No. TL. Range would embrace
‘It would give each Range Officer a longer reach
better command of the distribution of water, and
will seldom or never be without at least four officers
' ranges. e R UNCRER o

the ‘Establishm‘ent recently

portions of different

the charge of five distinet

dtmake each range conterminous with the
two of the small Revenue divisions).
of a fewer number of rivers, and a
there is a possibility that the distriet |
competent to take charge of

L% S
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i R __,_l.“f J.“f : l ,,8_72.. i . %4, The proposed arrangement will increase the gpst off ;i’i;&]’l :Bng;ghi:o“ni
; 22, These e divided Rupoes 51 per month, but it is probable that as the Controler & £ 2ol i oot by o
: ranges should be all first class. yanges - S will have a range less to deal with he may be able to reduce -

. id‘m‘m"‘ “l"?- The head gquarters sub-divisions (except 12 -
whhmmulyunder the Range Officer, while the t¥0 T
anjore and the second sub-division of each of the other ranges % =

Di vision Officer in each case. : ‘

similar amount, 1,586, dated 1st

t the arrangement noW proposed, and

contemplated by Majors Hasted, Mead, and

A : .. Nos.
26. There is nothing in the papers printed with G. 0., No

July, and 1,824, of the 2nd August 1872, agains

: g Lia R which I : tand was i gl son di ed
sd :3' The following table shows the distribution of the ranges .' ﬁ:? M°nt8°m‘:?i, Egzﬁ t;zs:au;g;}::rs were in charge of the district. T'he (glzstszn dlsc;l:'& &
b i L on those papers had reference to the supposed necessity o.f tﬁ:p}izsg silown that this is
R Telng. Reven & Reveoue ranges within the limits of Looal Fund Circles, but eXperis
s Rt nan i Ko . ~ B matter of no importance whatever.. 3 :
Local Fund Boards is an

.

fo
26. The only account forwarded by Range Diffieet

_ ©xiract from their monthly Progress Report, g mllt l;onstead of one as should be
~and but very trifling additional labor to send tW0 oxtracts

¢ has been suggested,

done in the case of Nos. II. and 1V. of the P“’_Po‘“"e‘_1 rzx.lgt::t tie :uggestion has for
moreover, to have but one Local Fund Circle in this ;sits b’eing revived and carried
 the prosent fallen through, but there is every Prospect ©

through at some future time.

L..| Tanjore . Deputy Collector N&. 1. | 635 5,56,130 t cause any inconvenience

3 n-u-
| Combaconum .. | Assistant Collector  ...| 841 7,59,818
_III?{ Mayaveram } :

: 076 | 557,031
Head Assistant Collector. [ 170| 968621
e i 2“ 7,16'3&

| 740 | 15,42,040
Iv. gm’ Sub-Collector’ Range
e .| 242| 393198 2

Sl t ady...| Deputy do. No. 2. ...| 636 8.11,495‘} Fy

ot : - o 778 | 7,04,693

: comparatively
27. Tt will be observed that Tanjore and Puttoiioz?};a:i(l’;n;uti well managed.
large range, but with two Sub-Division Officers the range; it is when the rivers are dry,
There are but very few rivers in the Tanjore Talug, a8 gired in Tanjore, that he
and when the Range Officer’s presence is not much mihe aumerous tanks in that
. Will be required in the Puttoocottah Talug, in ,:-eferenc:mf: s
~ taluq which have never been attended to by thus faper

| and, comparatively small in
28. The proposed No. IIL. Range 18,

v @0, de Tl 800 3,92.35;-; Rang® -
. do. No.1 ..| 945| x,ss,sssv} e,

| 1,245 5.73,3171

. - er b ;
g T theozz}:' on in connection with the port
o

Proposed arrangement :— regard to area, but there is constantly Some_f'hing gt ¢ always an jmportant range.

4 o . $ie 7 - of Negapatam and the coast canal, which o Tritrapoondy Talug, the canal
No .:: I ek R s o e Thpugh a portion of the canal runs along thﬂfkm“‘ﬁ t;jn range.

3 Sepf TSR v ' - ¢ ‘ Bovwey would still for obvious reasons belong to the ﬂega?f*llb Jeased to consider this report

S ( Tanjore ... | Deoate. = Tt 29, In conclusion, I trust that Goveﬂ:’_?‘enf_m . dp inquiry; and T am_perfectly

o :P‘M o B 5 Jollector No. 1. | 635| 5,56,130 favorably. It is the result of careful deliberation & bmit are sanctioned,

to BU
satisfied that if the proposals which 1 have now the e

, 'f. . gﬁighereb?win accrue great advantage to this diatrict.

do.  do.. | 945| 183,658
1,580 | 7,39,788 |

- | Assistant Collector ... | 341| 759818 } Ra

- |

| _ ik June 1875, No. 1,679
No.8322. g i
% | QBDEB THEREQH, . 2 o the Governor in Council

s ' orabl
sEater e recent changes, whereby

276 5,567,031 |
“170 | 2,68,621

787 | 15,85.470
o | “294 7316,3};
| 242| 393198

— |

5

— . e |

536 ‘ i . iR lE . that b
— 11,09,586 | EBTABLISHMENT,»NO. 16. | g‘b:fézﬂem il py;r i have been l:;_
: 0| 392650 i |  the office i
| 536} 311495 T i Y oironaut Ulonsl Babos 0 Ve § fron: Sho Tanjore D_‘?}m,’ ok
e e B T . Mr. W. B. Leggatt. T ave as yet been posted to take
Ak AR, - Lieutenant Greenaway. ¥ :; plaée," the executive staff has been
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%3 144 m 1875 : L : :
M i . oi tho 6th Sub-division. will be made.
: : rendered so weak as urgently to demand ‘trengthamn and as under gxuhns M ‘ ‘Dm‘:nct. “Another Sup.ervxsor b charge  oF
‘F k ‘ lhnoen it is not practicable properly toofficer the five rfx;gea the alternative radﬂi:t _ available as soon as pomble. iy W) |
? - their number must be ﬂdopted. His Exoellency in Council, however, oonﬁd”.' = 3 3
}' . flll't“d of adopting Colonel Roberts’ proposals, which involve important l'lﬂﬂ" 3
* the ranges, it will be better to amalgamate the Tanjore and Combaconu® - :

] & ) lums the other three as they are at pmt_ el ‘# ‘ﬂ jor, RE,
4 5 ‘ : ) i
4 2. The Ranges will then become as follows :—* it "?"‘f:’; . 0 f, met Seeretary ¥ J

Taluge. Ares. &

- : . 635 .
« Tanjore Rangs ... {'5::‘3"“ - e " 341 - 3 ]
g5 4 bacon S 976 - L
With two sub-divisions. , f2 ‘
Mayaveram Range ... {l[ny averam ?;g - g
Numulnm TR U 740 - :
¥ . With two sub-divisions
2 ' . y To the District . Tanj . : . -
E RN Negapatam BRE s Tier rondt i Engineer, Tanjore. ,’- :
: ‘gtpatam Rangs... {Tritnpundy B s s dicr ke e i ” » . Madura. Sy i
: e 77’ : ‘{:
With one sub-divisi 4 i s o s T -
oy . 300 » Chief Engineer for Irrigation. : :
!luu.rgndy Range... {Mumrgudy s 7] ' » Controller of Public Works Accounts. g L
" Vo = 7S e il ST BG T " » Revenue Department. v~ !
1th one sub-division. %
and the effeot of these alterations as uglﬂl cost of establishments will be— L .
RS- @
T‘njm h" ew es wew - s RN 171 b Vg -
Two Sub-divisions at 39 ... . .. o il £
u‘:‘mm Range .. R e s ew e A, 171 L i -\‘3 |
Two Bub-divisions at 39 . 9 APt 3 R E 5
N"E‘pﬂtam Range ... .. 138 e 2 %
e M—dlmon e e - é‘-l, e en sne wan xye 89 5 2 ;;L
One Snb-dmmm LR SR e ’ 2
7 » X - ; /« : :
Two Ranges at 171 3 Sh el 3
Three do.  at 136 o Wil ,
Two Sub-divisions .tgas ° : A & 2
N :
| 8. Until the mmmd e | :
" ‘ : - P

Exd 8. T. Austin.
. .'. » i
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