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e , No. 1,806.
> PROCEEDINGS OF THE Boiep O Revenue, dated 9th July 1875,

Read the following letter from W. McQUHAE, Esq., Collector of Madura, to
H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
,Chi{ﬁ{ﬁ‘man{xr, 16¢h June 1875, No."258 :—, R el

I uave'the chonor to nﬁ% the. g;lomg circmstances 'ozm_;gcted 'ntb! an

attempt to supply Mutturegunadapatam galt pans with sea-water. 5

2. On the 17th“April lﬂﬁﬂ,ﬁﬁ "Depufﬁgolw charge of the Salt

Department when submitting a list of ‘salt works urged the importance of cutting

& channel from the sea to the salt pansat Mutturegunadapatam, and an estimate was

sanctioned by Government for the execution of the work at a cost of Rupees 2,170.

; 3. An allotment of Rupees 1,000 was made for the wqui in 1870-71, but the

Deputy Collector then in ¢harge of salt pdmted out that the channel was liable to

be filled up by sand during the south-west monsoon, and that the head of the

channel required protection from the surf. The District Engineer was accordingly
requested in a letter, dated 2n§‘September 1871, to re-consider the matter and to
have the estimate revised, and agum of Rupees 50 was granted for sinking trial pits.

4. A revised estimate Ié'ifRupees 5,940 was sent, by the District Engineer
and sanctioned in G. O., dated 11th June 1873, No. 76, but after an expenditure
of Rupees 1,876-10-9 had been gxcurred, the work was stopped in consequence of
gprings and the existence of rock. It was also found that the channel was rapidly
filled with sand during the high winds as feared by the Deputy Collector before
he commenced the work.

5. The advice and assistance of the District Engineer were therefore again

requested, and his final decision is that the channel will cost more than Rupees
40,000, und that he cannot recommend its construction, because it will always be

' liable to be filled up by drift sand. The’ District Engineer states that the Sub-
* Engineer in charge of the Madura Range and Local Fund Overseer Sundra Row

prepared the revised estimate for Rupees 5,940, and that it is impossible to believe,
that they can have used the sum of Rupees 50 sanctioned for’ trial pits when ;
sandstone rock is met with before the excavation has been carried down a yard
in depth. : SEgRC

6. In these circumstances, the only course appears to be to abandon the
project ; but the Public Works Department is responsible for the plan and estimate
which we only attempted to carry out, and consequently for the waste of public

money mentioned in paragr aph 4.

SupmirTeED for the information of Government. : :

9. The project is not of sufficient importance to warrant the lqrga outlay
which would be necessary to complete it and must be abandoned. It is to be .
regretted that sufficient care was not taken to estimate the cost before operations
were commenced, and the Board think that farther inguiry should .be made in

the Public Works Department,

(A true Copy and Extract.) 2 fae 7
et Acting Sub-Secretary.

To the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
«  Copy to the Collector of Madura. :

-

ild W. J. Lewis.
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