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'~ was a sentry over the,'l(‘reasuryw_g_nd a.sentry over the Herattees, and the Police
were in charge of the Cutchérry gate, 8o that no one could have entered or gone -

: * from the village of Komady to Cuddapah. The money was carried by a cooly
. who was accompanied by the village Shroff <and a Cuttubady, the village Reddj

”

';» . Proceedings of the Mudras Government, Revenue Department,
. bth August 1875. B

No. 45, Réad the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th
' July 1875, No. 1,920:—

" Read again Board’s Proceedings, dated '-5'th,Ma.rt;h 1875, Miscellaneous No, 1,789,

and 4th June 1875, Mis\c:ellaneous No. 4,118,

. Read also the following letter from J. D. B. GRIBBLE, Esq., Acting Collector of
' ‘ Cuddapah, to II.'E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated 22nd.June 1875, No. 134 :— - ‘

IN answer to Board’s Proceedings, Miscellaneous No, 4,91'8, dated 4th instant,
I have the honor to i'epprt., regarding the theft of Government money from the
Taluq Cutcherry of Cuddapah. ' ' ’ S :

2., On the 7thof Febriary, a remittance of Rupees 817-11-0 was brought

following behind. The money arrived at the Taluq Cutcherry about 6 ». . T
was Sunday, and the Treasury was closed. The village Reddi went to sleep in

- the town, and the Shroff and Cuttubady remained in the Cutcherry, The Cutcherry

is a building enclosed by a high wall with one lafge gate. On the night in
question the only persons in the Catcherry were the Komady villagers, some
villagers of Nandimandalam who had come with a remittance the evening before,
some Herattees who were in custody of the Police, and the Police guard. There

out during the night véi_tho~ut the knowledge of the Police. During the night, one
of the Cuttubadies in charge of the Komady remittance used the bag as a pillow,
having first wrapped it in a part of his cloth, the remainder being used to cover his
body." Near the Cuttubady the Shroff was sleeping, and the N andimandalam Cuttu-

. bady, who was watching his remittance, which, however, was sccured in a box.

. lives close by, was sent for. Mr. Hardy together with the Taluq Sheristadar

Five yards off was the Treasury sentry, and in front of this group three Policemen
were sleeping. About 2 in the morning, the Komady Cuttubady awoke-and -

found his bag missing. An alarm was raised, and the Inspector, Mr. Hardy, who

scarched all the premises, but found nothing. The guard was mustered, and one
man of the name of Narrainasawmy was found missing, : -

3. A regular inquiry was held during the same day by the Tahsildar, but
for some time nothing further was discovered. :

4. -After a few wecks, suspicion fell upon one Thammier, a Native Christian,

. who has been one of the Policemen on guard on the night in " question. * e was

found to be spending a considerable amount of money, and the Reserve Inspector,
Mr, i}reitreitor, questioned him on the matter, The result was that the map
promiscd to make a clean breast of the mat

Inspector denies that he offered a pardon, and I am inclined to believe him, but

at all events the man made a full confession, and produced Rupees 60, a portion

~ of the share he had received. He said he had received Rupees 80, but had spent

20 Rupees, and this was all that remained. The man was produced before the

District Magistrate, Mr. Horsley, on the 4th May, and his statement was recorded,

ter, if he was offered a pardon. The
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
’ 5th August 1875.

In this confession he said that during the night he went out for a purpose of
nature; whilst there he saw one Constable Sesharam leave the Cutcherry, he
followed him, and outside Scsharam was carrying a big bag, and was joined by

~another Constable Narainaswamy. Thammier followed the two some distance

until they turned round ; told Lim to go away and threatened him if he revealed
what he had seen. Thammier then rcturned to the Cutcherry, and pext day
Scsharam gave him Rupees €0 as the price of his silence. There being no evi-
dence beyond this confession of an accomplice (and as this is not a case triable by
a Court of Sessivns exclusively, no pardon could be tendered), a remand was given
in order to enable the Police to obtain further evidence. The case was again
remanded by Mr. Horsley for fiftcen days on the 13th of May, no evidence having
been procuréd. At the expiration of the remand, the prisoners were placed before
the Head Assistant Magistrate, but though several names were entered in the
charge sheet, none of these witnesses were present, nor had they been bound over
to appear. The Native Inspector in charge of the caso informed the [lead Assistant
that he wislied the case to be tried by me, and this apparently was the reason that
none of the witnesses were produced. The case was then remanded until the
8th instant, wken I returned after the settlement of the Madanapally Taluq (in

which I'Lad Leen previously interrupted). "When produced before me, one half ’

of the witncsses were absent, and had not been bound over by the Police to appear,

" The Police Inspector, Streenevasooloo Naidu, had taken statements from them,

and had entered their names in the charge sheet; but had neglected to take recog-
nizances from them, and afterwards, as he said, could not find them. This excuss
was plajuly false, for I obtained their attendance in less than forty-eight hours.

5. The only evidence the Police had procured was that of a bandyman,
This men says fhat on the night in question he was sleeping outside the Cutcherry
in order to drive his master out early in the mourning to Chennoor, a place on the
Pennsir, a short distance from Cuddapah, About midnight he saw a man come to
the Cutcherry gate, and knock. Ife said; who is that? and the reply. was,
Narainswamy. The gate then opened, and a Police Constable came out followed

. Ly another, the first Constable was carrying something heavy. The three then

went away fogether. Shortly afterwards the man went to his master’s house,
which was close by, and drove him and two others to Chennoor, from which place

he did not rcturn until midday,
6. This man's evidence was important if reliable, but strange to say the

Native Inspector of Police, Streencvasooloo Naidu, had taken no steps to verify -

it. - Ie said to me he wes not quite sure what the master’s name was: it might
be Nursing Row, or it might be Jugganata Row.” It turned out to be Nursing

Row, the Local Fund Accountant in the Collector’s office. This man was very

closcly examined by mysclf and the Superintendent of Police (Captain Whitlock),
and the result was that the bandyman's story proved to be completely fulse.
On the day in question, Nursing Row had obtained a day's leave (proved by lh‘e
register and his application for leave) to celebrate his mother's ceremony. ‘This
Le had dong in his house, as he proved Ly the Drahmin who conducted the
cercmony. Nursing Row emphatically denied that on the day in question he bad
Jeft Lis house. Hoe said it was true that he had been driven to Chennoor by the
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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 5th August 1875, - - - ‘

bandyman one day during the month in question, but not on the day allégéd_

Now the bandyman said that he was outside the Cutcherry on the night in question

in order to be able to drive his master to Chennoor early in the morning, and

that he did so. As this proved to be untrue, no confidence could be placed on

the rest of his story, , ' .
7.. The bandyman subsequently admitted that a few days after the theft

he had a conversation with Strecnevasooloo Naidu, the Inspector. If this was

true, it is strange that no mention is made of this bandyman by the Inspector

until the end of May. The Inspeetor denies this conversation, and says that the -

first he heard or saw of the bandyman was in May. I cannot help thinkiné that
this bandyman had been tutored to give the evidence he did, when it"was

. found that no other evidence could- be obtained. Under any circumstances, it

.

-

-~ .

would have been imipossible to .obtain a conviction with 80 suspicious a witness,

The other witnesses merely proved that the money was received in the Treasuty,
and the manner in which it was kept there. :
supposed to have any knowledge of the matter, but could obtain n¢ further
evidence, and was thercfore obliged to discharge the prisoners who had been for
some time in custody. oo ‘

8. The case appears to have been thoroughly mismanaged from the beginning,
Three different lnspectors, . Mr. Hardy, Mr, Breitreitor, and Streenevasooluo
Naidu were set to work on it by the Superintendent of Police, Captain Blair, ard the

" .. two first were at cross purposes with tho third, . The result was that before me

there were mutual recriminations, and on more than one occasion, I detected
Streenevasooloo Naidu in a direct falsehood. This man was ordered by Captain
Blair to work on the case, and to remain in Cuddapah until it was detected ; he
appears to have kept continually asking for remands, to have obtained no evidence,
to have neglected to produce those witnesses who were available, and finally he
left Cuddapali the day before the case camie before me for trial. This he did
having personally asked a new Supcrintendent, Captain Whitlock, to allow him to

‘accompany him into the district, since Le was not required in the inquiry of the

case under report, the circumstances of which were better known to one of the
other Inspectors than to him. He entirely forgot to tell Captain Whitlock that he
had been placed in charge of the case, and ordercd not to leave during the
inquiry. ' . ' - ' .
9. Thero has, I bolieve, been a lamentabls fajlure of justice. The Constable
Thammier’s story is, I believe, in the main true, Narainswamy, one of the other

I examined every one who might. Le

accused, was absent on the night in question when he ought to have been on guard, -

and both his and Sesharam’s conduct was subsequently very suspicious. There is,
however, no evidence against them to justify a committal to the Court of Sessions.
As regards Thammier, he might be convicted of receiving stolen property on bLis
own confession : he has not been offered a pardon by any Magistrate ; but I do not
think he would have made the statement he did unless he had been led to expect
one, and I cannot belp thinking it would be better nofi to use it against him, but to
leave him for departmental punishment,. .

10. The money could Lave been taken by no one but a Policeman, for when
its loss was discovered, all the outsiders were in the Cutcherry o;ud only a Police.
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Proceedings of the Madras QGovernment, Revenue Department,
5th August 1875.

man absent ; considering the number of sentries on duty, and Police about, I cannot
help thinking that several must have been cognizant of the theft. I would recom-
mend that the Police authorities be requested to take notice, not only of the con.
duct of the three persons directly implicated, but also of all the sentries on duty
between the hours of 10-and 2; the theft was discovered about midnight,

11. I begalsoto draw the Board’s atten&ion to Mr. Horsley’s remark in
paragraph 4, that this 1s the second occasion during the last few years when the
Police have been suspected of making away with property from a public office.
Since this was written, another case has occurred in which some money which
should have been guarded by the Policem was stolen from the Deputy Tahsildar’s
Cutcherry at Camelapoor. This case has been duly reported in this office letter,
No. 127, dated 11th June 18735,

> The village Reddi has already been punished by Mr., Horsley for not being
present in the Cutcherry on the night in question, and for having failed, as advised,
to secure his remittance in a box. ’ , .

12. In conclusion, I beg to request that the Rupees 757-11-0 still missing

may bo ordered. to be struck off the accounts as irrecoverable,

Si'BSIxTrED for the information of Government. .

2. There can be no doubt that the robbery was effected by the Police, and
the utter apathy and mismanagement of the case shown by the Inspector Streene-
vasaloo Naidu will be brought to the Inspector-General's notice. .

3. - The Board request sanction for the sum of Rupees 757-11.0 being written
off the accounts. )

-

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed)  IL E. STOKES,
Acting Sccretary,

.

No. 46. Orzper THEREON, 5th August 1875, No, 1,180.

. Baxcriox is granted for writing off
"the accounts the sum of Rs. 767-11-0.
The Inspector-General of Police is

requested to report the action taken by him in regard to the Police on duty and the
Inspector in charge of the case. ,

. : (True Extract.)

(Signed) A, MACGREGOR, -
Acting Secretary {o Gogernment,

Miscellaneous.

To the Bo:;rd of Revenue. _
»» the Accountant-General. .
» the Inspector-General of Police.

Exd. W. 1L Frend
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Proceeorxas or tne Bairp or Revenue, dated 10th July 1875,

Read again Board’s Proceedings, dated 5th March 1875, Miscellaneous No. 1;789,

and 4th June 1875, Miscellaneous No. 4,118,

Read also the following letter from J. D. B. GRIBBLE, Esq, Acting Collector of
Cuddapah, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated 22nd June 1875, No, 134 :—

IN answer to Board’s Proceedings, Miscellaneous No. 4,918, dated 4th instant,
- I'have the honor to report regarding the theft of Government money from the

Taluq Cutcherry of Cuddapah.. .

2. On the 7th of February, a remittance of Rupees 817-11-0 'was brought
from the village of Komady to Cuddapah. Tle money was carried by a cooly
who was accompanied by the village Shroff and a Cuttubady, the village Reddi
following behind. The money arrived at the Taluq Cutcherry about 6 pvas It
was Sunday, and the Treasury was closed. The village Reddi went to sleep in

the town, and the Shroff and Cuttubady remained in the Cutcherry. The Cutcherry”

is a building enclosed by a high wall with one large gate. On the night in
question the only persons in the Cutcherry were the Komady villagers, some
villagers of Nandimandalam who had come with a remittanco the evening before,
some Ierattees who were in custody of the Police, and the Police guard, Tliere
was a sentry over the Treasury and a sentry over the Herattees, and the Police
were in charge of the Cutcherry gate, 8o that no one counld have entered or gone
out during the night without the knowledge of the Police. During the night, ona
of the Cuttubadies in charge of the Komady remittance used the bag as a pillow,

* having first wrapped It {n a part of his cloth, the remainder being used to cover'his

body. Near the Cattubady the Shroff was sleeping, and the Nandimandalam Cuttu-
bady, who was watching his remittance, which, however, was secured in a box.
Five yards off was the Treasury sentry, and in front of this group three olicemen
were sleeping.  About 2 in the morning the Komady Cuttubady awoke and
found his bag missing. An alarm was raised, and the Inspector, Mr. Hardy, who
lives close by, was sent for, Mr. Hardy together with the Taluq Sheristadar
searched all the premises, but found nothing, The guard was mustered, and one
man of the name of Narrainasawmy was found missing,
3. A regular inquiry was held during the same day by the Tahsildar, but
for some tiwe nothing further was discovered. ' i
4. After a few weeks, suspicion fell upon one Thammier, a Native Christian,
who has been one of the Policemen on guard on the night in question. He was
found to be spending a considerable amount of money, and the Rescrve Inspector,
Mr. Ifreitreitor, questioned him on the mattzr, The result was that the man
promised to make a clean breast of the mattcr, if lic was offered a pardon. The

| Inspector denies that he offered a pardon, and I am inclined to belicve him, but

at all events the man made a full confession, and produced Rupees 60, a portion
of the share he had reccived. 1le said he had received Rupecs 80, but had spent
20 Rupees, and this was sll that remained. The man was produced before the
District Magistratd, Mr. Horsley, on the 4th May, and his statement was recorded,
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In this confession'ho said that during.the night he went out for a purpose of
nature, whilst there he saw one Constable Sesharam leave the Cutcherry, he
followed him, and outside Sesharam was carrying a big bag, and was' joined by
another Constable Narainaswamy. ‘Thamuwmier followed the ,two some distance
until they turned round ;, told him to go away and threatened him if he revealed
what he had seen. Thummicr then returned to the Cutcherry, and next day
Sesharam gave Lhim Rupees &0 as the price of his silence. There being no evi-
dence beyond this confession of an accomplice (and as this is not a case triable by
a Court of Sessions exclusively, no pardon could be tendcered), a remand was given
in order to enalle the Police to obtain further evidence. The cass was again
remanded by Mr. Horsley for fiftcen days on the 13th of May, no evidence having
Leen procured. At the expiration of the rcmand, the prisoners were placed before
the Head Assistant Magistrate, but though several naines were entered in the
charge sheet, none of these wituesses were present, nor had they been bound over
to aprear. The Nutive Inspector in charge of the-case informed the Head Assistant
that he wished the case to be tried by me, and this ai>parenﬂy was the reason that
none Qf the witnesses were produced. The case was then remanded until the
8th instant, when I returned after the settlement of the Madanapally Taluq (in
whiclt 1 had been previously interrupted).  When produced before me, one hulf
of the witnesses were absent, and had not been bound over by the Police to appear.
The Police Inspector, Streenevasooloo Naidu, had taken statements from them,
end had entered their names in the charge sheet, but had neglected to take recog-
nizances from them, and afterwards, as_he said, could not find them. This excuse
was plainly false, for I obtained their attendance in less than forty-eight hounrs.

"~ 8. 'The'only evidence the Police had procured was that of a bandyman, -

This wan says that on the night in question he was sleeping outside the Cutcherry
in order to drive Lis master out early in the murning to Chennoor, a place on the
Pennair, a short distance from Caddapah. - About midnight he saw a man come to
the Cutcherry gate, and knock. He said: who is that? and tho reply was,
Narainswamy. The gate then cpened, and a Police Constable came out followed
by another, the first Constable was carr}ihg- something Leavy, The three then
went away together. Shortly afterwards the. man went to his master’s house,
which was close by, and drove him and two others to Chennoor, from which place
Le did not return until midday, ' _

.6. This man’s evidence was important if reliable, but sirange to say tho
Native Inspector of Dolice, Streenevasooloo Naidu, had taken no step's to verify
it. Ile said to me he was not quite sure what the master's name was: ‘it might

be Nursing Row, or it might be Jugranata Row.” * It turned out to be Nursing -

Row, the Lcal Fund Accountant in the Collector’s office. This man was very
closely examined by mysclfand the Superintendent of Police (Cuptain Whitlack),
and the result was that the bandyman's story proved to bo completely false.
On the day in question, Nursing Row had obtained a day's leave (proved by the
register and his application for leave) to celebrate his mother's ceremony, ‘This
he Lad done in his house, as he proved by the Bralimin who conducted tho
ceremony.  Nursing Row emphatically denied that on the day in'question he bad
left his bouse. He said it wus true that ho had Leen driven to Chennoor by tLe
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bandyman one day during the month u‘lqulestmn, but not on the dayia:l-lrgged.
Now the bandyman said that he was outside the Cutcherry on the night in question

", imorder to be able to drive his master to Chennoor ‘early in the niorning, and

that he did so. As this proved to be untrue, no confidence could be placed on
the rest of his story. ’ ) u . et e
7. The bandyman subsequently admitted that a few days after the theft -
he had a conversation with Strecnevasooloo Naidu, the Inspector. If ‘this was
true, it is strange that no mention is made of this bandyman by t‘hetlp‘spcctér
until the end of May. The Inspector denics this conversation, and says that the
first he hecard or saw of the 'b'z;.ndyman was in May. . I cannot help thinking that
this bandyman had been tutored to give the evidence he did, when it _was
found that no other evidence could be obtainel., Under any circumstances, it
would have been impossible to obtain a conviction with so suspicions a witness,
The other witnesses merely proved that the money was received in the Treashry,
and the manner in which it was kept the}'e. I examined every one who might bo
supposed to have any knowledge of the matter, but could obtain no further
evidence, and was therefore obliged to discharge the prisoners who had been for -
some time in custody. : . C )

4

8. The case appears to have been thoroughly mismanaged from the beginning,
Three differcnt Inspectors, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Breitreitor, and Streenevasooloo
Naidu were set to work on it by the Superintendent of Police, Captain Blair, and the -

" two first were at cross purbos_es with the third, The result was that before me
"there were mutual recriminations, and on more than one occasivn, I detected

Streenevasooloo Naidu in a direct falsehood. 'This man was ordered by Captain
Blair to work on the cuse, and to rcnain in Culdapah until it was detected ; he
appears to have kept continually asking for remands, to have obtained no evidence,
to have negleeted to produce those witnesses who were available, and finally he

. left Cuddapah the day before the cas:é came before me for trial. This he did
: having personally asked a new Supcrintendent, Captain Whitlock, to allow him to

acéomp' F him into the district, since he was not required in the inquiry of the
case under report, the circumstances of which were better known to one of the

- other Inspectors thau to him." Ile entirely forgot to tell Captain Whitlock that Le
" had been placed in charge of the case, and ordered not to leave during the
inquiry.\ " o ' S

LI ¥

@

9. There has, I believe, been a lamentable failure of justice... The Constable
Thammier’s story is, I believe, in the main true. Narainswamy, one of the other
accused, was absent on the night in question when Lie ought to have been on guard,

-sud both his and Sesharam’s conduct was subsequently very suspicious. , There is,

however, no evidence against them to justify a committal to the Court of Sessions.
As regards Thammier, he might be convicted of receiving stolen property on his
own confession : he Las not been offered a pardon by any Magistrate ; but I do not

~ think he would have made the statement he did unless he had been led to expect

one, and I cannot help thinking it would be better not to use it against Lim, but to

. leave him for departmental punishment.
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10. The money could have been taken by no one but a Policcman, for. whean,
its loss was discovered, all the outsiders were in the Cutcherry and only a Police-
man absent ; considering the number of sentries on duty, and Police about, I cannot

, belp thinking that several must have been cognizant of the theft. I would recoin- :

-

: mend that the Police authorities be requested to take notice, not only of the con-
i duct of the three persons directly implicated, but also of all the sentries on duty

! between the hours of 10 and 2; the theft was discovered about midnight,

Il. I begalsoto draw the Board's attention to Mr. Horsley’s remark in
paragraph 4, that this is the second oceasion du.ing - the last few years when the
Police have been suspected of making away with property from a public office,
Since this was written, another case has occurred in which some money which
should have been guarded by the Police was stolen from tho Deputy Talisildar’s
Cutcherry at Camelapoor. This case has been duly reported in this office letter,
No. 127, dated 11th June 1875. )

: The village Reddi has already been punished by Mr. Horsley for not being
i present in the Cutcherry on the night in question, and for having failed, as advised,
! to secure his remittance in a box,
12, In conclusien, 1 beg to request that the Rupees 757-11-0 still missing
may be ordered to be struck off the accounts as irrecoverable,

SUBMITTED for the information of Government,

2. There can be no doubt that the robbery was effected by the Police, and
the utter apathy and mismanagement of the case shown by the Inspector Strecene-
vasaloo Naidu will be brought to the Inspector-General’s notice,

3. The Board request sanction for the sum of Rupees 757-11.0 Leing written

(A true Co-py and Extract.)

. - Acting Secretary,
To the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenae Department,

with copies of Board'’s Procecdings, dated 5th March 1875, Miscellaneoas

. No. 1,789, and 4th June 1875, Misccllanoous No. 4,418,
»» the Inspector-General of Police, with do.

- Copy to the Collector of Cuddapah.

Exd. W H. French.
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