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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
31+ July 1875.

I

Lol

i
A

———

No. 340. Read the following Proceedings of -the Board of Revenue, dated 11th
June 1875, No. 1,590 :— ‘ .

Read the following letter from Ww. ‘MCQUHAE, Esq.', Collector of Madura, to
H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary. to the Board of Revenue, dated

- Shembaganocr, 8th May 1875, N>, 193 :— , .
Wirn reference to my letter® of o5th March 1875, No. 135, I have the honor
. ) ) ' to request instructions on the question

® Recorded in Board’s Proceedings, No. 1,089, , K

dated 30th April 1873, whether ‘any steps can be faken for
: collecting the pay of the Nelayur Chan-

nel establishment which is in arrears gince September 1873. This establishment

was entertained with the consent of the ryots, but no formal written agrcement

was taken from them. When quarrels among the villages irrigated by this chan-

nel first caused difficulty in the collection of the cess, the ryots never absolutely -

refused to pay, but always made promises and excuses. The consequence was that
the establishment continued working without pay, though I believe the coolies
must have obtained thair daily food from the ryots. The doubt now is whether
payment of the voluniary cess can be legally enforced in order that arrears of
wages may be paid to the Peishear and coolies. Iam afraid the payment was

voluntary and caunot be enforced. :
9. 1 think it is established by cxperience in Coimbatore, Madura and other

3

As soon as one party in a village refuse to pay the cess, all the other ryots refuse
to pay unless all pay and the whole arrangement falls in pieces. |

* Tae Board fear that the collection of the arrears cannot be legally made.
The measures approved in Board’s Proceedings, dated 30th April 1875, No 1,089,
should be strictly enforced. A . .

(A true Copy and Extract.) l

(Signed) ~ H. E.STOKES,

Acting Secretary.

No. 340A. Mixure sY 18 ExXCELLENCY THE GoverNog.

I sust venture again (ride Minute Proceedings of Madras Government, 12th May 1875) to
ask my Honorable Colleagues o reconsider this raatter.

9. T submit that very serious inconvenieuce and great loss arise to an agricultural people
from the ordinary channel clearances and ditching of the country not being readily, seasonably,
and well done year by year; that the State cannot possibly and ought not to attempt to do
what 18 8 popular and logal obligation; that the people are generally willing to carry out the
thing, and, in fact, do s great deal bya communal arrangement; but that being practically
voluntary arrangements, they cannot be enforced under many circumstances.

3. 1 think, therefore, that if comprehenaive compulsory law in this behalf be inexpedient at
present,—I would myself go oonsiderable lengths in this diroction,—at least we should provile
the peoplo with the means of legally combining for these useful objects, with power to maiu-
{ain such obligations against & fow solfish recusants and to commute the obligations, if they
go desire, in such & Way 83 may enable Government gorvunts to carry out the work. '

* e “"‘"‘D“ anmels. - Tle d;Eovv‘ﬂnf -
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Proceedin gs of the Madras Government, Revenus Department,
3lst July 1875.4,
4. Ifmy chorable Colleagues will ‘go no further, I submit that we might ask the Board
and Collectors to report on some such amsll project of law as will provide for these objects.
Stk July 1875. . (Signed) ~ W. ROBINSON.
No. 341. : ORDER THEREOX, 3'.‘%t July 1875, 1,155. ) 1
Lrrigation, No. . . THE Governor in Council agrees
with the Board that the law does not : ‘t :

admit of the enforcement of the collec-
tion of arrears in cases of this kind.

2. Ttis, however, undesirable that serious inconvenience and loss arise to the
agricultural community from the failure to effect ordinary channel clearangces season-
ably year by year. The duty is one which the State ought not to, and cannot
undertake, and although a majority generally admit the obligation and are willing to

perform the work they are in the present state of the law unable to combine for the
" common good owing to the opposition of a few recusants.
' 3. Iis Excellency the Governor in Council accordiegly resolves to call on the !
Board for their opinion, after consulting a fow selected Revenue Officers, as to the ) . X
.expediency of legislation on the subject, and as to the form it should take, whether
snlendment of exxstmg law or original Iogmlatxon
S N © 7 U Sigmed)” ” "AJ MACGUREGUK,
' Acting Sceerctary to Governr.ent.

. .
R o -l L

Exd. W. H. Frondh,

.
Y
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, No. 1,500, = « o ™ =merew
PgoceepiNGd oF THE Boarp oF Revenve, dated 11th June 1875.

3
5

II. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Slcmbaganoor, 8th May 1875, No. 1034 — - - - - SR
WiTH reference to my letter® of 25t
; : to request instructions on the question
whether any steps can be taken for.
4 collecting the pay of the Nelayur Chan-
nel establishment which is in nfgears since September 1873, This establishment
was entertained with the consénb of the ryots,-but no formal written agreement
was taken from them. When ‘aharrels among the villages irrigated by this chan-
nol first caused difficulty in th¢ cbllection of the cess, the ryots never absolutely
refused to pay, but always madg promises and czcuses. 'The consequence was that

.

the establishment continued working without i)ajf,' though I believe the coolies

® Recorded in Doard’s Proceediﬁgs, No. 1,089,
dated 30th April 1875, C}

" must have obtained their dail)azﬁi%d from the ryots.': The doubt now is whether

payment of the voluntary cesil"’can'bc legally enforced in order that’_arréars of
wages may bo paid to the Peishcar and coolies.” I am afraid the payment was

voluntary and cannot be enforced. ) .
D/ T thinl & 5n andnl1led 3o ,—Po-;;nuo 2an Oo;mha‘boro, Maduiw aud Uthos

places, that the voluntary system will not do for large channels. The different
villages are suro to have disputes, and it is impossible to mect the wishes of all.
As soon as one party in a villago refuse to pay the cess, all the other ryots refuse
to pay unless all pay and tho whole arrangement falls in pieces. '

Tne Board fear that the collection of the arrears cannot be legally made. -

The measures approved in Board’s Proceedings, dated 30th April 1875, No. 1,089,

_gbould be strictly enforced.
' - (A true Copy and Extract.)

-Acting Secretary,
To the Collector of Madura. o
Copy to the Acting Secretary to Government, Reveaue Department,

Lxd. W. 1. French,

. ;,ﬁll:'vi the following letter from W. McQUIIAE, Esq, Collector of Madura, to . |

h March 1875, No. 135, I have the honor
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MixpTE By Ilrs EX¢cELLERCY THE COvERNOR.

1 mrsT venture again (ride Minute Proceedings of Madras Government, 12th May 1875) to
ask my Honorable Colleagues {o reconsider this matter. e

9. I submit that very serious {nconvenience and great loss arise to an. agricultural people
frow the ordinary channel clearances and ditching of the country not being readily, seasonably,
and well done year by year; that the State cannot possibly and ought mot to sttempt to do
what is a pepular and legal obligation; that the people are generally willing to carry out the
tLing, aud, in fact, doa great desl by a communal arrangement ; but that being practically
volnntary arrangements, they cannot be enforced under many circumstanees. . .

3. I think, thercfore, that if comprehensive compulsory law in this behali be iﬁexpeciient at

resentf I provide

the people with the means of legally combining for these uscful obj ectsl_with e power
tainusaibe obligations aguinst a fow selfish recusants and §f commul e & the obli gations, if *they
s to carry out the work. R

I submit that we might ask the Board

su desire, in such away as may enable Government perv
4. If my Ionorable Colleagues will; go no faxjHer,

and Collectors to report on some such small project’of lawA-2 p2%40 »
8th July 1875, (Siguned) -W.ROBIN SON.

: %)

would mysolf go considerable lengths in this direction,—at least we should!r/ a
main- ¢
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