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Proceedings of the Madras Goveriument, Revenue Department,
27th July 1875. 2 |

No. 292;  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, datedhgth J uly’
1875, Miscellaneous No, 6,209 :— : :

Read the fullowing letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., M.R.A.C., S+

. - tendent of thy Guvernment Farroe, 4+ H W.STOKES, Teq, Acting Qa. .
; - to the Board of Revenue, dated Sydupet, 28th June 1875, No. 331, = " v .

Witn rcf'cre,nce to G. 0., No. 769, dated the 20th of May 1375, calling i:‘or any

explanations I may luve to offer regarding cgrtain apparexilt inordinate delays in pre-
aring some reports, I have the hLonor to submit the following :— - |

" 9 In October 1871 the Sydapctt Farm Committee was dissolved, and the

génerll management of thess farms and of all other Government furms that might
be established in this Presidency was transferred to me under the gene{ral eontrol of
the Board of Revenue. This necessitated an entire change in the work f)f my office;
my accounts-were eutircly rgmodeﬂed ; and my official correspondence with the ];‘»Ofn'd
- was very largely increased, while my general correspopden@ ulso begame heavier.
Though I was then more than fully employed, I was obliged, shoitly‘- 'after -the
change took place, to leave my headquarters on a’ tour on the Nilgiris, which
occupied thres months ; anl during this period all my more important office-work

(preparation of reports, &c.,) stood over and accumulated. About this period I

addressed the Doard in a letter, No. 414, dated the 28th of May 1872, as follows:—

fam

oim atremad e d ek, o T

T

», Assféi‘fg?}vxgﬁ li)fa Bppe. - . d;hﬁea‘dgf ufbﬂs‘;lﬂé; from these farms will render this absolutely

/ necessary, and, as before stated, my routine work has increased to such an extent that I cannot
aitend in a satisfactory manner to the important matters froquently referred to me by the
Board and Government. My three months’ tour on the Ilills has altogether disarranged my
office-work, and mads it impossible for me to attend punctually to the Buard’s requirements.”

These remarks were noticed by the Board in their Proecedings, No. 1,164, dated -

the 2nd of July 1872, as follows :— .

“ Paragraph 3. The Doard, however, while disapproving the proposed employment. of an
Assistant to Mr. Robertson competent to carry on teaching, think it very desirable that he should
be relieved in the transaction of the routine and office-work connected with the farm. An
intelligent man, with sufficiont education for this purpose, and who: could be trusted to keep
things going at the farm during Mr. Robertson’s occasionnl absences, might be enter 1ined.”

In reviewing these Proceedings in an order, No. 397, dated the Tth of April 1873,
His Excellency the Governor in Council observed as follows :— . -

“ Paragraph 2. It is clearly essential, in the first place, that Mr. Robortson should have s

~- - -gompetent.Assistant, of training waod educailon similar 0 his own. IIis Exeellency in Council

will move the Sccretary of State to engage such a person,—a graduate of some English or
(ierman institution of repute.” :

_ In January 1874 such an Assistant was appointed, anl he entered upon his
duties at Sydapett about two months afterwards, ‘ . t

3. It will thus be seen that more than twenty months elapsed between the time
'wvilen the Board expressed their opinion that I should have the aid of an Assistant and
the time when that Assistant entcred upon his duties, During these twenty months I
was again absent from my headquarters nearly three months, which ecaused a further

-
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;7 B < w ‘ , Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depm_*tment,
c Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, L y 27th July 1875. * ;
'} B 27¢h July 1875. 1 : e ‘
g . Ty No. 203. Oxoee TarREON, 27th Tuly 1875, No. 1,181, |
‘ add.ition to the arrears of my officc-work; and these arrcars were still further jncreased j\ i * . , - ' . Tue Government trust that tho
‘;:‘ during the latter three montks of this period when in performing the duties of Secretary 3= o Miscellaneous. B oard’s anticipations will be realised, o
R to the Fxhibition Committee so large a portion of my time was occupied,~—services 3 (2 ~ ST e
o which were scknowledged in paragraph 7 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,352, dated the r 1 § ., (True Extouoty Pe e e e el
‘g ' _22nd of August 1874, as follows :— , SR A (Bigned) . A.MACGREGOR,- . -' .7 .
fé BT - ’ - (T LIZIES 02t Do we que tobt‘he Alembers of the Coﬁlxz;{ttee and Judges, and 1 : '\? Acting Secretary to Government.
¢ - = especially to 'Mr. Rgbertson to whose exertions such success as was attained was mainly owing.” & x , :
é A 4. T need scarcely observe that, {f en Assistant had been eppointed when the Board o .
1 ‘ expressed the oln'ni»m.tfsat I should have the aid of an Assistant, these arrears would not ' , N f
have accumuluted. Since the appointment of Mr. Benson as an Assistant to me, I have- & \-.'
?)ecn able to devote much more of my time to the preparation of reports and to other ‘ : *E
'mportant work referred to me by Government and the Board, and the arrears which i ¥
bad accumulated are rapidly being reduced. The only reports now due from me are : A '
S the annual report for last year which I am now commencing, and the Carolina paddy” : \s ) o o - )
AR report which, 2s stated in my letter to the Board, No. 252, dated the 14th of May h (\ : ‘ ' ey , S IO
B 1?“’_’ T cannot at present prepure, as I have not yet received the full returng of the. K - . i ' o : ‘ T
3 distriet experiments, . : o b \\:
g‘ ' 5. During the two years previous to the appointment of an Assistant, when" %; 3
L Thad to cLoose hetween carrying on the work of the farms, keeping up to date my - A ' E , :
Lﬁx accounting, correspondence, and other work of the kind, or the preparation of my . : 23 . ‘ .
no reports, I invariably selected the former, sccing that, while the farm work, &e., could” ; "l ';i . Tathe Board of Revanwa . 1 L ooem oS
St ... B0t bo postponed withont sericne Taeaw . Tl ae e N T d’
& "o i trom alittle delay in the preparation of  reports, detailing and reviewing operatious- . s ;g
o rhich fad alveady been performed, though, at the same- time, I was fully conscious of ; A %
k : the great imporiance of my reports being submittcd whexn due, ‘ _ N # - . : | ‘ ’ :
o 6. During the period in question the work of the farms was performed with - R ‘ ) i , : o
o regularity ; my accounts were generally kept posted up to date ; the numerous financial SN _ ;
% statements, income, expenditure, &e., required by the Board, were in most instances : :;4
\" - promptly submitted ; aud my eorrespondence which was heavy, the lctters issued from e BRI | ‘ f ’
!’ o my office Leing as follows :— ) : c ' P § . .
» L %ﬁﬁg}:& :f’l Ordinary.  Total. 4 ’\{;' f : |
N 187278, .. .. .. 946 946 ' i 1. 7
: 1873-74., .. .. 431 944 1,375 ' T A ‘ '
; of which, I myself wrote 95 per cent., always received early attention. ' ; 4} g | 4 ' ’%
* R 7. In conclusion, I would add that, though I have becn mnearly. seven years in | i /‘ ‘: . oL
E the service of Government, all the leave that T have been ablo to take during that 3 Pog, 1
. _period amounts only to three months, and _until the arrival. of Mr. Benson Iwas-- - - IR V ¥
: ' unable to take Christmas, Easter, or other Government bolidays. } m §
: . : A
- Scewirrep to Government, with reference to G. O., dated 20th May 1875, ; g
No. 760, B | AR
; 2. Mr. Robertson having now been provided with an Assistant, the Board trust - I
‘that delays will e aveided in future. , ’ i ] /'; .
(A true Copy and Estract,) S o , .
_ 7 | (Signed) €. A. GALTOV, : 3t Exd 1R Baotlaman ' o
" ’ Acting Sub-Secretary. AN '
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