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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
. 26th July 1875.

No. 251, Read the following Proceedirgs of the Board of Revenue dated 9th
June 1875, No. 1,661 :— '

. Read the following replies to Board’s Proceedmrvs, dated 7th January 1875, No. 34.
From R. DAVIDSON, Esq., Acting Collector of Ganjam, to H. E. STOKES,

Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Chetterpore,
2&th March 1875. No. 659 :—

I BAVE the honor to reply to the latter part of para«rraph 1, Board’s Proceed-

ings, dated 7th January 1875, No. 34, in regard to the questlon whether any and °

what changes of the Abkari Iaw are requxred in consequence of the adoption of
the excise system.

2. Experience has, I think, demonstrated the fact that the Abkéri contractors
under the excise system are deservmo' of a larger measure of protection than they
have hitherto enjoyed, the more especially as greater facilities for evading the law

. will now be afforded in consequence of the separation of the toddy from the arrack

farm, thereby removing the toddy vendors entirely from the control of the arrack
renters.

3. The enclosed copy of a letter from Mr. Minchin, dated 11th instant,
sufficiently indicates the dlfﬁcu]tles which he has to contcnd with at present, and
the remedial ‘'measures which he proposes should be introduced, bat 1 am not

“prepared to go the whole length he suggests.

4. I would propose as striking at the root of the evil, that any one found in
possesslon of any unlicensed still, implements, or materials clearly intended for use
in illicit distillation should be liable, on conviction before a competent Magistrate,

. to a severe penalty (to be deciled by Government). Thisis in accordance with

the Board’s suggestion conveyed in thelr Proceedmgs of the 11th March 1871,

" No. 1,067.°

5. At present, under Sectmn 24, Act L. of 1864, ““ any Police officer above
the rank of Deputy Constable may, thhout & warrant, enter, inspect, and search at
any time by day or by night, for any of the purposes contemplated by this Act,

the house, shop, or premises in which the sals or manufacture of liquor is carned '

on under this Act.”
6. Itisa very delicate and difficult matter to provide alike for the due

'protectxon of the identical interests of Government and Abké4ri renter, and those

of the general community.

7. To permit the Abkéri renters to act as their own Policemen in the
matter of searching houses, &c., for unlicensed stills unrestrictedly, would, I fear,
be to subject the native commumty to the risk of being unnecessarily har assed,

" by the native agency employed, in a highly undesirable manner, 1Itis necessary,
however, that something should be done to abate the extent to wh1ch illicit dis-

tillation is at present carried on.

8. I agree with the Doard in thinking that the system must be worked
through the agency of informers (Vide paragraph 2, Board 8 Proceedings, dated
10th August 1874, No. 2,180).

9. There are not wanting instances in which the requisite assistance can at-

present be afforded to the Abkdri Department by Constables above the rank of
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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
26tk July 1875.

Deputy, who are competent to search houses, &c., for unlicensed stills without
the issue of a warrant, but there are rany more instances in which owing to dis-
tance or other unavoidable cause the aid of the Police cannot be obtained in time
to effect a seizure or obtain the Decessary reliable evidence to ensure a conviction.

10. A sensible relief may, 1 think, be extended in this direction by providing
that in such cases the head of the village may, in the presence of twn or more
respectable witnesses, act on information given by searching and seizin 2 contraband
stills, implemen_ts, or materials, The mere fact of its being known LZlu}.t heads of
villages were entrusted with such authority would have a mighty deterring effect.

11. It should be the duty of the head of the village to act promptly in such
cases on information given him, and to communicate his proceedings forthwith to
the -nearest Police station as well as the nearest Magistrate, rect,aining in his

possession the proofs of his seizure until he is relieved of them by the Police or
Magistrate. ;

12. Adequate provision should be made

by the head of the village or informer, by authorizing the Magistracy to purish
summarily such abuse by fine or imprisonment of either description or both (as
to Government may seem fit). THe should also bave it in his power to compensate
an innocept sufferer who has been shown to have been wantonly accused on
frivolous or vexatious grounds. ’

13. I see no reasonable objection to the Abk4ri Department being permitted
to seize illicit liquor out of doors. This concession would also afford a scnsible
relief, or at all events it would remove a ground of present complaint. Therenter
might also employ a few Deputy Constables specially. ‘

14. A copy of my Principal Assistant’s letter, dated 17th instant, No. 56
is enclosed for the information of the Board. T !

Ewxcrosvee No. 1,

From F. J. V. MINCHIN, Easq., for Abkéri Renters, to R. DAVIDSON, Esq., Acting Collector
: of Ganjam, dated Aska, 11th March 1875, No, ——.,

Ix reply to your letter of 9th instant to Messrs. Minchin Brothers & Co, received this
morning, 1 have the honor to ask your attention and reference to the Proceedings of the Board
of Revenue detailed in margin, and from which

Proceedings, datod 11th May 1870, No. 8,183, ;
you will see the various suggestions I have made

23rd June » e 4,361,

»  1lth March 1871, .. 1,067, from & ; ;
” " §‘§ gm;y 1872, o ‘ ggg rom time to time regarding the inefficiency of the
23rd July ' 302, , . .
»  8lst January 1873, 133,  Present Abkérilaw (Act IIL. of 1864) to protect
. 28th Avgust 1,687, 3 s . .
» » 2o uiu a6, " e the experimental excise 8ystem now in force in

80 many districts of the Presidency,
2. Illicit distillation is largely and steadily on the increase in this district, By the Board's

Proceedings, dated 10th August 1874, No. 2,180, it is ruled that Minchin Brothers & Co. cannot
act as Policemen. We are, therefore, simply powerless to stop the illicit 'trade, and it is now being
carried on in the most barefaced manner. The diffieulty, too, attendant on a legal process hasno
less paralysed our action. While we are going for a warrant, the liquor is made awsy with, and
no traces of it are to be fuund on our return, ’

3. In cases of suspected illicit distillation we are required to Pay Process Service Fees and
write our application on stamped paper and pay down batta, We are required also to give the
name of the suspected party, which, in many cases, it ig impossible to do, as it 1s not &0 uncommon
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to prevent any abuse of this power °
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. Proceedings of the Madras Goverument; Revenue Department,
26¢% July 1875.

practice now to set up the still in the cooking place of the house, to which we have no means of
access. [Ifliquor is not found in the house, we must be answerable in case of a suit. Again, if
liquor is found in the enclosures outside a house, objection is raised that some one may have put
it there out of spite, a8 it is not a walled-in place! In all Ganjam villages, the only portion of a
dwelling surrounded with a wall is the house, the compounds attached are simply fences of mats
and bamboos.- o ,

4. Uulegs therefore, Government are prepared to give us the powers of the Preventive Service

io Engtand, T do not see how it can be expected that illicit distillation will be put down, We

should, of course, be careful to use for the service none but men who could give security for their
good behaviour, then should they abuse their powers, we shall have gome hold on them. This
should at least be tried now that Government require that the revenue ghall be guaranteed.

5. The attention of Government should also be drawn to the opinion expressed by the Gov- -

ernment Pleader; Madras, in Board's Proceedings, dated 23rd June 1870, No. 4,361, that *“ no
means are provided by the Act, or, as far as L am aware, by any other law for preventing the
establishment of unlicensed stills or punishing it .when it has been done."

(True Copy.)

(Signed) R. DAVIDSON, _
Acting Collector.

Encrosvae No. 2.

From W. F. GRAHAME, Esq., Acting Principal Assistant Colicetor, to R. DAVIDSON, Esq.,

Acting Collector of Ganjam, dated Bommaly, 17th March 1875, No. 56,

“THAvE the honor to reply to your letter, No. 467, dated the 9th instant, and to your foot-
note to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 365, dated the 15th ultimo.

2. In paragraphs 4, 5 aud 6 of their Proceedings, No. 34, dated 7th January 1875, the

Board of Revenue proposed to prohibit sub-renting in certain districts, and they say they have
come to their conclusions after careful consideration. Further, the. proposal has been made in
conformity with the views of Government previously expressed. Now Section 9, Clause 1 of Madras
Act 1IL of 18G4, gives liberty without any reservation to Abkéari renters ** to sub-rent their farms
on such terms as they and their sub-renters may respectively agree upon.” If sub-renting is to be
prohibited in any districts, the above-quoted Clause 1 of Section 9 of the Madras (Abkari Act
ought to be modified, rescrving to the Board of Revenue or Collectors the power of sanctioning
sub-rents under conditions. o R 4

3. In Section 23 of the Act, reference is made to Chapter VIIL. of the old Code of Criminal
Procedure. This section ought to be altered 8o as torefer to the correspounding chapter in the new
Code of Criminal Procedure (Act X. of 1872). .

4. Section 26 empowers any Police officer to stop and detain, or to seize any liquor uncovered
by a pass or license. I would give power to the Abkari renter's servants to stop liquor in transit
not covered by a valid pass. At present, they can only report matters to the Police, and by the
time information is given to & Police officer, and he is in a position to act, the law-breaker and
liquor have, as a rule, disappeared. 1 would render it imperative on Abkéri renter’s servants to
produce at once, before the nearest Village Magistrate, thé person and liquor seized, to state the
cile umstances, and get & bakir from the Village Magistrate. I would also give the Abkéri renter's
servants the power to scarch for illicit liquor and stills, and would in fact make them, in districts
in which the excise system prevails, a sort of Preventive Force. ' :

(True Copy.)

/ (Signed)  R. DAVIDSON,
N Acting Collector.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
26Gth July 1875.
From H. St. A, GOODRICH, Esq;, Acting Collector of Vizagapatam, to I, E.
STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 8th
March 1875, No. 831 s:— - :
Ix answer to the call for report contained in Board’s Proceedings, dated 7th
January 1875 (No. 34), I have the honor to state that I do not think any change

in the law will be required in consequence of the adoption of the Abk4ri excise
sysiem.: T

Tess any
herein,

shops and stills are opened
€ revenue guaranteed by the
ured without any change in

2. "In their Proceedings of 3rd Febroary, the Board did not cxp
opinion on a point raised in paragraphs 11 and 12 of my letter printed t

3. 1 wish to state my opinion that if additional
after the acceptance of the contract, an increase of th
renter is the right of Government ; this might be sec
the law.

——

From the same Officer, dated Kandakirla, 23rd March 1875, No. 472,

Ix my letter of 8th March 1875, No. 331, I re

that any change in the law will be necessitated
- system on the terms recently ordered.

2. I beg leave, in continuation of my letter, to forward a letter received by

me this day from Messrs. Minchin & Co. Therein they state their conviction that

without extended powers of search they will be unable to repressillicit distillation.

ported that I was not of opinion
by the extension of the exciss

. 3. Unless they have powers given them to arresp without warrant all whom _

they suspect ofillicit distillation, and to search without warrant all premises, I do
not see that their position will be improved. I cannot recommend such an enact-
ment as they request. '

4. Ihave already stated my opinion that a number of shops and stillg having
been named once for all, additional revenue should be required from each newly
opened shop and still.

"
———

Excrosvzr No. 1,

From Messrs. MINCHIN & Co., to H. Sr. A. GOODRICH, Eeq., Acting Collector of Vizaga-
. patam, dated Dimlipatam, 18th March 1875, No. 859.

Wz beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 242, dated 13th Febrna.ry, handing us the
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue. We note that Government are_willing to lease out again to
us the exclusive privilege of manufacturing and selling arrack in thig district.

2. Wedefer any remarks that we may make until we receive the terms on which the Govern-
ment are prepared to give it to ua.

3. With reference to the last paragraph of your lotter, we beg
Messrs. Minchin Brothers & Co’s. letter, dated 11th March, to the C
in all respect apply to Vizagapatam District.

to band you enclosed copy of

(True Copy.)

(Signed) N, sy, A. GOODRICH,

Acting Collector.

S —

EncLosvre No. 2.

Copy of Messrs. Minchin & Co's. letter to Collector of Ganjam, dateq 11th March 1875,

-

ollector of Ganjam, and which .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
| 26th July 1875. .

‘

From R. J. MELVILLE, Esq., Acting Cullector of the Chingleput District, to
H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Sydapet, 21st April 1875, No. 197 :— :

RererrinG to the latter part of paragraph 1, Board’s Proceedings, No. 34,
dated 7th January 1875, calling on me to report whether any change in the law
is required o.w(ing to the introduction of the excise system, I have the. ho?or.to
state that, in my opinion, no change is necessary. My experience in this district
ia necessarily very limited, but I have h.ad some experience of the working of the
excise system in the Vizagapatam District. .‘

2. By Section 5 of the Abkédri Act, the Board of Revenue are empowered to
prescribe such rules as may be found requisite, and this, as far as my experience
goes, answers all purposes. ’ . o .

3. Judging from what has been found necessary in othex: dxst_;ncts, I should
like to see the home manufacture of spirits forbiddex_l by a notification ‘uhder Sec-
tion 28 of the Act, a course which has had tl.le a.ppr.ova1 of Mes.:;rs. Fane and
Barlow, to both of whom the circumstances of this district were familar,

trne————

From W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., Collector of North Arcot, to H. E. STOKES,
Esq., Acting Becretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Raneepett, 24th
March 1875, No. 148, .

ApvERTING to the Proceedings of the Doard of Revenue, flated 15th ultimo,
No. 365, I have the honor to state that I have already reported in my l.etter to the
Board, dated 27th January 1875, No. 36, embodied in the Proceedings of tl.le
Board of Revenue, dated 5th ultimo, No. 273, that no changes are necessary in

the Abk4ri law in regard to the excise system, and that the breaches of the law 7

io any particular are as severely dealt with as desirable under the present pro-
visions of the Act. . .

From J. H. GARSTIN, Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to J, GROSE, Easq.,
Becretary to the DBoard of Revenue, dated Vanur, 23rd January 1875,
No. 39 :— ‘ :

I 5AvE the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Board’s Proccedings of the
7th instant, No. 34, calling on me to report whether any char.lges of the law
relative to distillation are required in consequence of the adoption ?f the excire
system, and to state that, in my opinion, it is advisable to alter Section 23 of the
Abkéri Act to the extent of giving to any Police officer above .the rank of Deputy
Constable power to enter any house, shop or premises a.t any time for the purpose
of searching for illicit stills or liquor smuggled or illicitly sold or kept, on

information being laid, the said information being first of all reduced to writing

and signed by the informant. ‘ . .

2. Section 24 only admits of such officers searching licensed shops without
a warrant, and though I do not think there is much illicit distilling, I am inclined
to think there is a gooJ deal of night smuggling along the French frontier, which
the weakness of our Proventive Force prevents our detecting or checking under
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"an expression which, as pointed out by some Collector
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Proceedings of the Madras Qovernment, Revenue Department,
26¢h July 1875.

{
the existing law, and I fear that under the proposed new rule of raising the mini-

mum for arrack to Rupees 3-4-0 per gallon in this district, this contraband traffe
will receive an additional impetus,

Tuese papers are the reports of Collectors on the question whether the
Abkéri Act requires amendment in connection with the working of the excise

eystem, and will be submitted to Government with reference to G. O., dated
24th February 1875, No. 200,

2. 'The Collectors of ‘Vizagapatam, Chingleput, and North Arcot do not think

that any change in the law is required. With reference to
Acting Collector of Chingleput that the Lome manufacture o
forbidden, it is to be observed that this is now the case, under Section 8 of the
Act. Section 28 provides for an exception being made in the case of fermented
liquor only. ‘ : - ,

3. The Collectors of Ganjam and Vizagapatam forward a letter from Messrs,

Minchin Brothers & Co., the Abkiri contractors, in which they call attention

to the necessity of change in the law with respect to the prevention of illicit dis-

tillation and traffic; and repeat suggestions which wero made in former corres-

pondence, terminating with Board’s Proceedings, dated 14th December 187 ],
No. 5,018. ' ‘

4. These suggestions were (1) that the mere possession of unlicensed stills

the remark of the
f spirite should be

should be declared illegal and rendered punishable by law, (2) that greater'

powers should be conceded to the Police to stop infraction of the Act,

5. The Board at the time, after refcrence to all Collectors and the Inspector-
General of DPolice, considercd that nothing need be done as regards the first
question, for as a8 matter of fact the same distillers were ibvariably
by the contractors, they were men skilled in the work and well known, and if net
licensed in communication with the renter, they would be marked men and
could not manufacture with impunity. The suggestion is now repeated by the
Collector of Ganjam, who, on the ground that more protection to the arrack
contractors 1s now reguired owing to the separation of arrack and toddy, would also
make the possession of any implements or materials for distillation illegal, and
subject to heavy penalties. - o%h

8. The reasons which led the Board to consider et
are now much weakened. In all excise districts (which
besides the Bellary Cantonment, from next fasli),

employed

ion unnecessary in 1871

and in all farms managed on

’ ck renters themselves; and in
other farms steps have been taken to reduce the n

concentrate the manufacture in as fow localities ag possible,
fore of opinion that an enactment prohibiting and making punishable the possess-
ion of stills or implements for distillation, which in fact cap be possessed only to
be used, is advisable; but they would not include * materials for distillation,"”

8 in 1871, is ratl.er too vague.

The establishment of a atill is now illegal, but there are ne means of preventing it

Board's Proceedings, dated 23rd June 1870, or of punishing the act when it has Leen -
committed, Kvidence of the use jn manu- -

" No. 4,361.

factyre must be obtained before the party can be made amenalle to the present law,

»

will be eleven in number,

umber of outlying stills and to
The Board are there- -
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Proceedings oj" the Madras Goveriment, Revenue Department,
26th July 875. '.

7. Asregards the powers of the Polise,~* present any Police officer ‘above
the rank of Head Constable can visit and scirch any house or place in which the
manufacture or sale of liquor is carried on émder the Act. " To search any other
place, a warrant from a Magistrate must betbtained. Messrs. Minchin urge that

recourse to the Magistracy takes so much time that the power is useless, as the'

offenders obtain information and every trac of the offence has disappeared before
the Police arrive at the spot. Messrs. Min:hin & Co. also complain of having to

- pay Court fees and other charges in every cise in which they prosecute,

8. The Collector of Ganjam suggests that heads of villages should be
empowered to search houses in the presenco of witnesses on informations given,

provided that they are required immediately to report the matter to the nedrest
station and are made summarily punishabls in case of abuse. 'The Collector of -
- South Arcot suggests that the power given to Police officers in Section 24, Act IIL.

of 1864, be extended to Deputy Constables who are also in ch arge of Police stations,
and in 1871 several Coilectors suggested that Police cfficers should have pbwer
to search any premises for contraband liquor or unlicensed stills. The Inspector-
General, however, then thought that it would be highly unadvisable to give the
Police general powers to search without warrant at the instigation of Abkéri officers.

9. The Board think that it would be well to give station-house officcrs power
in all cases to scarch any premises for unlicensed stills or implements for distilla-
tion without warrant on written information being given them by a person known
as the writer.—Though the exercise of this power will ‘require watching, the
Board do not think it likely to.be abused; and as stated by the Collector of
Ganjam in reference to his own proposal above mentioned, the mere knowledgs
that the power exists will be a great check on illicit distillation. At any rate,

" all station officers of whatever rank ought to have the powers specified in Section 24.

10.  Mr. Minchin also proposed that the servants of the renter should have
power to stop and seize illicit liquor in transit, and apparently would wish the
servants of the renters to be invested with powers as Preventive Police. The
Principal Assistant, Ganjam, makes the same suggestion. The Board, however,
emphatically disapprove this suggestion, and adhere to the opinion expressed in
their Proceedings, dated 10th August 187 41
undoubtedly necessary to afford some further' protection to the revenue; but the
measures above proposed seem to go sufficiently far, and adequately to strengthen
the hands of the renters, without danger of opprussion to the people.

11.  With regard to rewards to informers, the Board have already stated
their opinion that the fines levied under the Act should be made payable as rewards,
(G. O., dated 12th November 1872, No. 1,538.) - '

12. It has been suggested that offences under the Act should be made punish-
able with imprisonment as well as fine ; as the business of illicit distillation is 50

_profitable that when people are caught, which is very rarely the case, they can easily

afford to pay the fine to which they are alone liable under the present law,
and begin afresh,  There is probably truth in this ; but with increased facilities for
detection, and with a proper working of the existing law by the magistracy, there
will probably Le po necessity for change in the character of the penalties pre-

scribed, .
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No. 2,180, on the point. It is.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
26th July 1875.

13. The Principal Assistant. GGanjam, suggests that Section 9, Clause 1, will
have to be amended now that sub-réutivg is forbidden in some places. The prohibi-
tion introduced into the renters’ engagments by the Board of Revenue with refer.
ence to Sections 5 and 6 does not confict with Section 9 ; but there would be no
harm in adding the words ‘ where sub-renting is not prohibited by the Board of
Revenue.” Mr. Grahame also point: out that the referonce in Section 23 to tho
Code of Criminal Procedure should be gorrected. : N

14, It has been hield by the Government Pleader that Abkiri renters cannot
attach the shops of sub-renters or procced against their sureties as landholders can

against those of their tenants under Act
VIIL of 1865; and the question has

' ‘ . also been raised whether sub-renters are
entitled to proceed under Act VIIL of 1865, for the recovery of dues from shop-
" keepers and others. On thefirst point thereis probably no need for change in the
" law ; but the Board think that sub-renters who are recognized by the law as occupy-
ing position similar to the Abkéri rentors, and who executo nearly similar engage-
ments, oufgbt equally to bo considered farmers of the revenue and to have si?nilar
powers to recover sums due to them by licensed shopkeepers, However, it is now
the policy to discourage sub-renting, ' '
15. The Board have no further suggestions to make for the amendment of the
Abkéri law ; but if this is undertaken, it might be well to amalgamate with the
revised Act, the bill for the regulation of the sale of ganja, which the Advocate
General was directed to prepare by G. O., dated 16th February 1674, No. 210.

(True Copies and Extract.) .
‘ " (Signed) -

Board's Procecdings, dated 24th February ISGI'J
No. 1,239, .

I E. STOKES,
Acting Secretary, -

bt ——— d——

Ozpen THEREON, 26th July 1875, No. 1,110, !

Witn these Proceedings the Board
submit their views regarding certain
alterations called for in the Abkéri laws.
The following are the points on which

' they deem legislation necessary :— 4

(1) Prokibition of Possession of Stills' or Implements for Distillation without
License—The Board show that, under the new system, in many farms the rcnter
alone can distill, which in others steps” have been taken to reduce the number of out-
lying stills and to concentrate manufacture, By Regulation 1. of 1820, Section 6,
Clause 9 (repealed én foto), the ercction of an unlicensed still was punishable ; but the
existing Act does not provide 2 penalty at an earlier stage than actual manufacture,
though Section 6 implies that the crection of an unlicensed still is anlawful.

.

Beparate Revenue, No. 34,

Abkari,

(2.) Exzlension of the Power of the Police to search any Premises for unlicensed

Stills and licensed Premises for the purposcs of the Act.—VUnder Section 23 of the Act,
a warrant is required to enable a police officer to search for unlicensed stills, and under
Section 24 licensed houses can only be visited by a police officer above the rank of
Deputy Constable.
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The Board would substitute for Magistr .8 warrant a written informationby a
person known as the writer as regards the fg _ er pawer, and would extend the latter
power to all station-house officers of whatevr grade. SOl

(8.) Application of Fincs as Rewards to Informers,—The Abké,ri\Act, Section 17,
admits only of the application fo this purpfse of the proceeds of illicit liquor, with
the vessels in which it is carried and vehicl’ or animals used, which, as a rule, are
worthless. T ' T amm e

The proposal now made would assimilats the Mofussil Abk4ri Act on this point -

with the Madras Town Abkiri Act and the Cantonmsnt Abkéri Act, as well ag with

the Acts relating to Ses Customs and Excise ;and a draft Act for the purpose was, in .

* . - A
\ w s RN —
[} TR

ow

- %\D N

visoaj e

fact, called for in G. U., 12th November 1872, No. 1,538, though legislation was then -

deferred owing to inquiries going on in regard-t» Abkéri which, it was thought, would
necessitate amendments on other points. - - * ' T
:-(4.) Power to prokibit Sub-renting.—Inmany cases lately farms have been sold on.‘
the condition that there is to bs no sub-rentng. Section 9, however, distinctly gives
liberty to sub-rent, and though Sections 5 and 6, in the Board’s opinion, justify special
agreements limiting this liberty, they would taks advantage of the law being under

- amendment to add to Section 9 the words *when sub-renting is not prohibited by the
. Board of Revenue.” T R

(3.) * Definite Assignmant to Sub-renters of Power to proceed under Act VIIL of

. 1865 for recovery of Dues.—This power appeirs to have been questioned, and the Board

consider that sub-renters who execute engagements nearly similar to those of renter®
ought equally to be considered farmers of. the revenue, and have similar powers to

- recover sums due to them by licensed shop-kecpers.

His Excellency the Governor in Coune.l approves generally of these suggestions
of the Board, and resolves to refer the pap:rs to the Legislative Department in view
to the preparation of a draft Bill, ‘ ‘ ' ’

The papers will also be referred to the . Advocate-General with reference to the

proposal of the Board in paragraph 15 to aﬁfalgamaté the revised Abk4ri Act and the;

Act for regulating the sale of Ganja. o
(True E; tract.) : ,
( 1cd) A. MACGREGOR,
f Acling Secratary £y Governmiand,

%5 the Legislativo Department.
» (ke Board of Revenue. . : : .
» the Government Solicitor.- '

. , . -

Ezd. I, R. Dantlcman.
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No. 1,561,

~ PROCEEDI\‘GS or THE BoArp oF Revexcr, dated 9th June 1875. K

Read the following replies to Board’s Proceedings, dated 7th January 1875, No. 34..

: T e - From R DAVIDSON, Esq., Acting Collector of Ganjam, to H. E. STOKES
,"f..il’:f«n 57] /. T e o : .- Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Chetterpore,
| . B ) . 24th March 1875. No. 659 :—
L ‘ o I mavE the honor to reply to the latter part of para"raph 1, Board’s Proceed.-
\ '  ingg, dated 7th January 1875, No. 34, in regard to the questlon whether any and
= . » . what cha,ngea of the Abkéri la.w are required -in cousequence of the adoptxon of
SIS ) .. the excise system.
e : : 2. Expcrience has, I thiak, demonstratcd the fact that the Abk4ri. cpntractors ¥
, - under the excise system are desernnp‘ of a larger measure of protegtion ’fé\,ﬁi‘ shey C
- . " have hitherto enjoycd, the more espucially as greater facilities for evadmg{(h_e law ’é‘ {
) ~will now be afforded in consequence of the separation of the toddy from the arrack - -
> S . farm, thereby removmcr the toddy vendors exmroly hom tho control of the arrack . ‘ 1
4§ : ~ renters, - o o
T ' : . .’8. The enclosed copy of a letter ﬁnm Mr. Minchin, dated 11th mstant o i
' ‘ suﬁiclenﬂy mdxcdes the difficulties which he hus to ‘contend with at present and - s
i the remedial measures which he proposes should be mtroduced but I am not
. ' prepared to go the whole length he suggests. |
4. 1 would propose as str.king at the root of the evil, that any one found in
possebqlou of uny unlicensed still unplemcnts, or ruatenalq clearly mtended for use
in illicit distillation should be liuble, on convmtlon before a competent Mamstrate,
. to a severe penalty (to be decided by Govovmnent\ This i in sccordance with' -
the Board's suggestion conveyed i in their Proceedings of the 1lth March 1871, .
No. 1,067. ' -
5. At present, under Section 24, Act IIL. of 1864 “ any Police oﬂicer above . :
. the rank of Deputy Constable may, without a warrant, enter, inspect, and search at .
any time by day or by night, for any of the purposes contemplated by this Act,
the house, shop, or premises in which, the sale or manufacture of liquor is carrled
on under this Act.” Vs 2 D & Cltinaie.) Dta frvd o Prbss ...r e v
“Itisa very delicate and difficult matter to provide alike for the due
protectlon of the identical interests of Government and Abké,rx renter, and those
of the general community. R |
h 7. To permit the Abk4ri renters to act as thelr own Pohcemen in the. W
matter of searching houses, &c., for unlicensed stills unrestrictedly, would, I fear,
L * be to subject the native commumty to the rmkvof:? being unnecessarily harassed B
by the native agency employed, in a highly undesirable manner, It is necessary, Lo
‘ - howev er, that something should be done to abate the extent to Wluch xlhcxt dis- .
tﬂlauon 1s at” preseut carned on, B T e
8. I agree with the Board in thmkmg that the eystem must be worked )
{ through the agency of informers (Vide parawraph 2 Board s Proceedmas, dated '
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: 10th August 1874, No. 2,180). .
i 9. There are not wantmw instances in which the reqmsxte assistance can af ‘ »_
present be afforded to the Abkéri Department by Constables above the rank of R

! ’

© o e g S e et T etk i - e .



gzp;;z,e w:?c; ::r:£:p§§e£n:}1tet esearch houseg, é‘c.c., for un’licens.ed stil.ls witho.ut

) y ¢re are many more instances in which owing to dis-
tance or other unavoidable cause the aid of the Police cannot be obtaino; in time
to effect a seizure or obtain the necessary reliable evideuce to ensure a conviction.

at ::.suz:hscn?xblf hrehlef may, I thin.k, be exten«%ed in this direction by providing

cases the head of the village may, in the presence of two or more
re.spectable witnesses, act on information given by soarching and seizing contraband
St.lllsx implements, or materials. The were fact of its beinz known that heads of
villages were entrusted with such authority would have a x:ibrhty deterring etfect.

o . - . . . . L4
11. . It should be the duty uf the hLead of the village to act promptly in such
cases on mformation given him, and t, communicate his proceedings forthwith to
the nearest Police station rs weli us the nearost Magistrate, retaining in his

pnss?ssmu the proofs of his scizure until I is 1elieved of tham by the Police or
- Magistrate. '

12.  Adequate provision should be made to prevent any abuse of this power
by the h'ead of the village or informer, by authorizing the Magistracy to punish
summarily such abuse by fine or imprisonment of either description or both (as
to Gjrovernment may seem fit). Ile should also have it in his power to compensats
an 1nnocent sufferer who has been shown to have been wantonly accused on
frivolous or vexatious grounds. -

13. I'see no reasouable objection to the Abkéri Department being permitted
to seize illicit liquor out of dours. This concession would also afford a sensible
relief, or at all events it would remove & ground of present cowplaint. Therenter
might also employ a few Deputy Constables specially. '

14. A copy of my Principal Assistant’s ieifer, dated 17th i;;gfér‘)f,' No. 56,
is enclosed for the information of the Board. '

Excroster No, 1.

- From F. J. V. MINCHIN, Esq., for Abkdri Renters, to R. DAVIDSOX, Esq., Acting Collector
of Ganjam, dated Aska, 11th March 1875, No. —m—, .

Ix reply to your letter of Oth instant to Messrs. Minchin Brothers & Co., received this
morning, I have the honor to ask your attention and reference to the Procecdings of the Board
of Revenue detailed in margin, and from which

Proceedings, datod 11th May 1570, No. 8,183, .
you will sce the various suggestions I have made

23rd June ) , 4,381,

» 3
- w  Llth March 1871, .. 1,067, . . .
" . ;g‘;‘ "]M":y . 1872, . 787, from tiwe to time regarding the inefficiency of the
rd July , 1,392, " R I
» " Sian Junary 1858, 7 oe: pres:nt Abkdri law {Act 111 of 1804) to protect
w  28th 47, 3 ; & ‘ i i
:: » 28th Ani\m 1, " ]2:?;3 the experimental excise systetn now in force in

g0 many distriets of the Presidency.

- 2. Tilicit distillation is largely and steadily on the increase in this district. By the Board's
Froceedings, dated 10th August 1874, No. 2,180, it is ruled that Miachin Brothers & Co. cannot
act as Policemen. We are, therefore, simply powerless to stop the illicit trade, and it is now being
carried on in the most barefaced manner. The difficulty, too, attendant oa & legal process hasno
less paralysed our action. While we are going for a warrant, the liquor is made away with, and
Do traces of it are to be found on our retura,

. 3. In ca‘ses .oi suspeated illicit distillation we are required to pay Proccss Service Fees and
writo our application on stamped paper and psy down batta. Weare required alao to give the
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name of the suspected party, which, in many eases, it is impossible to do, as it is not an uncommon

practice now to set up the still in the cocking place of the house, to which we have no means of
access. If liquor is not found in the house, we must be answerable in case of a suit. Again, if
liquor is found in the enclosures outaide a house, objection i3 raised that some one may have put
it there out of spite, a3 it is not a walled-in place! Tu all Ganjam villages, the only portion of a
dwelling surrounded with a wall is the house, the compounds attached ar¢ simply fences of mats
and bamboos, - )

4. Unless, therefore, Government are prepared to give us the pawers of the Preventive Service
in Eagland, I do not see how it can be expected that illicit distillation will be put down. We
should, of course, be careful to use for the service none but men who could give security for their
good behaviour, then should ‘they abuse their powers, we shall have some hold ,on {hem. This
should at least be tried now that Government require that the revenue shall be guaranteed. |

5. The attention of Government should also bo drawn to the opinion expressed‘ b-y the Gov-
ernment Pleader, Madras, in Board’s Proceedings, dated 23rd June 1870, no. 4,361, that ** no
means are provided by the Act, or, as far as I am aware, by any other law for preventing the
establishment of unlicensed stiils or punishing it when it has been done.”’

(Troe Copy.)
(Sizned) . R. DAVIDSON,
Acting Collector,

St pematt.

. Encrosore No. 2,

" From W. F. GRAHAME, Erq., Acting Principal Assistant Colleetor, to R. DAVIDSON, Esg.,

Acting Collector of Garjam, dated Bomnaly, 17th March 1873, No. 56.
_ I mave the honor to reply to your letter, No. 467, dated the 9th instant, and to your foot-
note to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 363, dated the 15th ultimo.
2. Inparagraphs 4, 5 and 6 of their Proceedings, No. 34, dated 7th January 1875, the

Board of Revenus psoposcd to prohibit bu‘a:"frnkiug in. gortain-dickriets, and thop say thoy havp
Further, the proposal has been iade in -

come to their conclusions after careful consideration,
conformity with the views of Government previouély expressed. Now Scction 9, Clause 1 of }Iadi-as
Act 1IL of 1864, gives liberty without any rescrvation to Abkari resters ** to sub-rent their farms
on such terms as they and their sub-renters may respectively azree upon.” If sub-renting is to be
prohibited in any districts, the above quoted Clause 1 of Section 9 of the Madras Abkari Act
ought to be modified, reserving to the Board of Revenue or Collectors the power of sanctioning
sub-rents under conditions. : ' . ‘ :
3. In Section 23 of the Act, reference is made to Chapter VIIL of the old Code of Criminal

Procedure. This section ought to be altered so as to refor to the corresponding chapter in the new*

Code of Criminal Procedure (Act X. of 1872). o _
4. Section 26 empowers any Police officer to stop and detain, or to seize any liquor uncovered
by & pass or license. I would give power to the Abkiri renter's servants to stop liquor in tra.nsit‘
not covered by a valid pass. At present, they can only report matters to the Police, "and by the
time information is given to a Dolice officer, aud he is in a position to act, the law-breaker and
liquor have, as a rule, disappeared. 1 would render it imperative on Abkari renter's servants to
produce at once, before the nearest Village Magistrate, the person and liquor seized, to state the

circumstances; itd get 3 bakir frum tle Village Magistrate, 1 would also give the Abkéri renter's -

gervants the power to search for illicit liquor and stills, and would in fact make them, in distr'ictg
in which the excise system prevails, a sort of Preventive Force. L.

(True Copy.) ‘
’ R. DAVIDSON, .

(Signed) .
Acting Collector. -
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.From . st A GOODRICH, qu, Acting Collector of Vizagapatam, to H. E.

P84 Y%
TR AT T

' STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Sth
Pl March 1875 No. 331 :— | - ‘
;'Tif IX answer to the call for report contained in erd’s Pnc;ceedinos, dated 7th
§i January 1875 (No. 34), I have the honor to state that I do not think any change
2000 in the law will be required in consequence of the adnptmn of the Abkéri excise .

: : systcm. . .
Y

2. In their Proceedings of 3rd February, the Bnard did not express any

opxmon on a point raised in pnugxaphs 11 and 12 of my letter printed, therein,
3. 1 wish to state my opinion that if additional bhops and stills are opened

after the acceptance of the coutract, an increaso of the revenue guaranteed by the

:}entler 1s the nght of Govermnent t}us might be secured mthout any chunue in
e law, . '
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From the same OII’cer, dated Kondakirla, 2¥rd March 1R75, No. 472,

Ix my letter of 8th March 1875, No. 331, I reported that I was not of opinion
that any change in the law will be necesslteted by the extension of the excise

~ system on the terms recently ordered,

2. I beg leave, in continuation of my letter, to forward a letter received by
me this day from Messrs. Minchin & Co. Therein they state their conviction that
without extended powers of scarch they will be unable to repress illicit dzsullatxon.

3. Unless they have powers given them to arrest without warrant all whom
they suspect of illicit distillation, and to search without warrant all premises, I do
not sce thal their position wxll be unprowd 1 cannot recommend such an enact.

ment as they request, . . .
' "I have al:endy stated my npmmn ‘that 3 number of'shopw and Btilly’ hannw

been named once for all additional revenuo xshould be reqmred from each newly
opened shop and stxll
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Excrosugsz No. 1.

From Messrs MINCHIN & Co., to H. St. A. GOODRICHI, Leq, Acting Collector of Vizaga-
patam, dated Bimlipatam, 18th March 1875, No. 359,

ige,

P R R RN T atepipoat ety

\ Wr be" to acknowledge reccipt of your letter, No. 242, dated 13th Febrnary, handmg us the
; : Proceedings of the Bcard of Revenue.  We note that Government are willing to lease out again to
us the exclusive privileze of manufucturm" and selling arrack in this district, :

2. Wodefer any remarks that we may make until we receive the terms on wl.xcn the Govern-
ment are prepared to give it to us.
: 3. - With referenco to the last parazraph of your letter, we beg to band yov encloved copy of
A Messrs. Minchin Brothiers & Co’s. letuer, dated 11th March, to the Collector ofGanJam, and which
in all respect apply to sza'-apn'am District.
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(True Cony. ),
(S)gned)

TT s Yemamma Tt A e 1N ver A sy

H. S7. A, GOODI‘JCH
Actmg Collecter.
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Excr OSURE “J’o 2.

Cory of ..[css'-s. JJ..\CHIV & Co's. Iettcr to Collcctor ot‘ Garjaw, dated 11th March 187
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X aystem, and to state that, in my opinion, it is advisable to alter. Bection 23 of the

LA RRRES

Ftom R. J MELV[LLE Esq, Acting Collector of the Chmg!eput sttnct to
" HO.E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, aated . I
Sydapet, 21st April 1875, No. 197 :— - _ ) ' S 1
RererriNg to the latter part of paragraph i, Bnard’a Pmceednws, t\o 34, B tf
dated 7th January 1875, calling on me to report whether any change in the IAW L '
is required owmg to the introduction of the excise system, [ have the honor to . il

o e

state that m my OplllIOD no chanrre 1S nocessary. My eXpeuence in this dlstnct
is necesqanly very limited, but I have had some cxpericnce of tlxe worklnv of tho -
excise system in the Vizagapatam District. : o ' ) . f’ i
2. By Soction 5 of the Abkdri Act, the Br»ard of Re\ eaue are f‘mpowered to - o
presuxbe such rules a3 may be found reqmsmo, and this, as far’as mny expenence
goes, answers all purposes. : . (
3. Judging from what has been found necessary in_other dxstnct.s I should
like to see the Lome manufacture of spirits forbidden by a notification under Sec-
tion 28 of the Act, a course which has had the approval of Messra. Fane and
BarIow, to both of whom the c:rcumstdnces of thls dxstnct were famxlar.

S e

From W. 8. WHITESIDE Esq ., Collector of North Arcot to H. E. STOKES

Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Raneepett 24th
‘March 1875, _No. 148, ) '

Anvmn\o to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 15th ultimo, e
No. 365, I have the Lonor to state, that I have already reported in my letter to the o
‘Board, dated 27th January 1875, No. . 36, embodied in the Proceedings of the ' i
Board of Revenue, dated 5th nltxmo, No. 273, that no changes are necessary in - B
‘the Abké4ri law in reoard to the excise system, and that the breaches of the law : i

el e A s s 1,

vlsxonsoftheAct ' , S . o -

~ From J. 1L GARSTIN, Esq., Collector of Sotuth Arcot o J. GROSE; Esq., L
Socretary to the Board of Revenue, da.ted Vanur, 23rd January 1875, S

No. 39 :— , , LT - 2T

1 mave the honor to acknowledgo receipt - of the Boards Proceedm«s of the , j BERAEE !

7th instant, No. 34, calling on me to report wbcther any changes of the law _ ; 1_:5‘. - "“
}

relative to dxstxllauon aro rcquu'cd in consequence of  the adoptxon of the excise " i

Y,

R o

. Abk4ri Act to the extent of giving to any Police officer above the rank of Deputy -
"Constable power to enter any house, shop or premises at any time for the purpose
of searching for illicit stills or ‘liquor smuggled or illicitly sold or kept, ‘on i
information being laid, the said_information- bemg ﬁrst of all reduced fo writing =~ - l
and signed by the informant. : L . _ L

2. " 8ection 24 only admits of such oﬂioers scarchmg lxcenso«] ehopa without ..
_a-warrant, and though I do not think there is much illicit distilling, I am inclined SERI 1
" to think there is a good deal of night smuggling along the French frontier, which SRS |
the weakness of our Preventive Force provents our detecting or checkmg under _ S }
the existing law, and I fear that undcr the proposed new mle of raising the mm;.
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7. Asregards the powers of the Police, at present any Police officer above
£ the rank of Head Constable can visit and search any house or place in which the
f manufacture or sale of liquor is carried on under the Act. To search any other
- place, & warrant from a Magistrate must be obtained. Messrs, Minchin urge that
recourse to the Magistracy takes so much time that the power is useless, as the
offenders obtain information and every trace of the offence has disappeared before
the Police arrive at the spot. Messrs. Minchin & Co. also complain of having to™

P d

e

;

B rm.i

. mum for‘arrack to Rupees 3-4-0 per gallon in this district, this contraband traffic
.-, will receive an additional impetus. :

i
Rakit Y

b T-BESE papcr.s are the reports of Collectors on the question whether the T ;
Zdri Act requires amendment in connection with the working of the excise

j"- ystem, and will be submitted to Government with reference to G. O., dated .

- T e o,
i N "’
i

e ——
TS et g,

; 24th February 1875, No. 290. w o Polico arrivo at tho spot.  Me ;& Co.also ;
2. TheC o1 17 : - . Wi ay Court fees and other charges 1n every case 1n whie ey prosecute.
v that any c}m:;:lifltotlseofazlzi‘gig:iﬁi:;dfﬁn{xc}r:f[})ur?fz;:gnl\ortth ‘}:cot do n;t tfhu;]k :‘ { pay 8. The Collector of G.a,njam suggests that.heads of :Villages'.should be
Acting Collector of Chingleput that the home manufact(:;e gf t "-r_‘;ma§ (:d tbe {: ¢ empowered tp scarch houses 2 th'e presence of witnesses on information given,
. forbidden, i€ is to bo observed that this is now the we e O sSp:;It :; 5 éouf th': 2 A ’ provided that they are requlr.ed nnn?edxately- to report the matter to the nearest
i Act.  Section 28 provides for an exception being madé ;n the cas lfn{- : ted vl {  station and are made summarily pums.,hable in.case of abu?e. Tl.‘e Collector of
: liquor only, ' | g ase of fermente Tl . South Arcc:t sugg:ies;s thgt the pgwertggen t;> Pohc? ofﬁcerz in Secft1;n124, Act III.
- 3. T ; 7! Y I of 1864, be'extended to Deputy Constables who are also in charge of Police stations
L oo Minchin rl};itlclzlrl.s;ecéogo(,}f tg:nf}?;:i‘?qcz;ﬁ;gsgit:r?nfoiz?:: ilfztter fxl';)mtI:Iesix‘S- ’}‘:n ? and in 187# severa! Coilectors suggeste‘fd that Polinz officers .should have powe:‘
: to the necessity of change in the law with I‘L‘spcct’t o the preven ti); nc:f iﬁ, f;’ dl?: ﬁ ) | to search any preinises for co‘n’rraband_hquorlzr unhf:enlsed stxlls.' The Ins_pector-
SRR tillation and traffic; and repeat suggestions which were made in formex‘m1 rres- = Ger!eral, however, then thoaght : gat 16 wou ¢ be Ihlg.h J utzadvx:?iizo'gwe the
pondence, terminating with Board’s Proceedings, dated 14th Deceral, 03871 AN N Police general powers to segrch'thlxout warrant at t x.e mmg:auon of / ri officers.
No. 5,018, =7 wectnber ! i’,j\‘ . 9. The Board think that it would be well Fo give station-house officers power ;
4, These suggzesticns were (1) that the mere possessioh of unlicensed stills S in all cases to scarch any pr:emis&fs for un%icens‘?d stil.ls or iinplements for distilla- §
: should be declared illegal and rendered punislable by lé\v 2) thu; reater ' ;j ‘ \ tion withofxt yvarrzznt on written 1nff)rmat10n .bemg g1ven.them b?r a persox'l known }
. .powers should be conceded to the Police to stop infraction of th; Act ¥ ( :‘\." ¢ a8 the wniter. .J.hou.gh. the excreise Of‘ t_hls powe‘r‘ will require watching, the
,-i‘ 5. '?he Board at the time, after reference to all Collectors and t}.xe Inspector- -“ Board do not think it hk'ely to be‘ abused ; gnd as ?tated by the Collector of
p General ¥ Police, considered that nothing need bLe done as reuur:is tlfe first EANp f Ganjam in referer}ce to'hls own. proposal above ment mn.ed., th? mere knowledge
. question, for as a matter of fact the same distillers were i"Vari:bl . emploved v i ! that the pgwer exists will be a great check on illicit dxstlllatlf)n. _At' any rate,
by the contractors, they were men skilled in the work and well l-nowz undrif)r ot g f\/ ( o ' o el sLa;xon’ w’lwrf “r:,WhMevctm“k“”““}:t to have the powera npgc;ﬁed in Section 2.4;_‘»‘_:
i ) i | 10. Mr. Minchin also proposed that the scrvants of the renter should have™ .

licensed 1n commumcam?n wzmh the r.nter, they would Le markts “men and
2 could not manufacture with nnpanity,  The suggestion is now repeated by tl
B COHC*C'ESF of Ganjam, who, on tho ground that more protection It ’ (;‘ d 1:
o contractors is now required owing to the separation of arrack and todd"v t .xe i;'m]co
o ‘ Amake the posscssion of any Amplements or waterials for distilluti e sd
: > subject to heavy penaitics, ation illegal, an

-

power to stop and seize iilicit liquor in transit, and apparently would wish the
servants'of the rentors to be invested with ‘powers as Preventive Police. The
Principal Assistant, Ganjam, makes the same snggestion. The Board, however,
emphatically disapprove this sugzgestion, and adhere to the opinion expressedin
. their Proceedings, dated 10th August 1874, No. 2,180, on the point. It is .
' undoubtedly necessary to afford some futther protection to the revenue; but the
_measures above proposed scem to go sulliciently far, and adequately to strengthen '

the hands of tho renters, without dunger of oppression to the people. Coe v
11, With regard to rewards to informers, the Board have already ‘stated |

i
3
their opinion that the fines levied under the Act should be made payable as rewards. § Rl

(G. O., dated 12th November 1872, No. 1,538.) ’ |
12. It has been suggested that offences under the Act should be made punish.

able with imprisonmentas well as fine ; as the business of illicit distillation is so

li

oo o

L, A ek
e /

:/A/-/‘ RTINS

-~

2l n N
o 6. The reasons which led the Bourd to consider action unnecessary in 1871
o are now much weakened. In all excise disteicts which will be eleven in number
besides the Bellary Csnton : xt fasli : !
e e y »‘mz-ut,. from next fasli), and in all farms managed on
. the Amant eystem, noue can distil except the arrack renters themsclves + and in
« al 14

“ other farms s‘teps halve been taken to reduce the number of outlying stills and to
: } ;:once!fxtmte the manufacture in as few localitics as possible. The Board are there-

ore of opinic ibiti . .
pinion that an enactment prohibiting und making punishable the possess-

Pt

|

- %

TS e g s 2y S 8
v e Vees s
" & 4

o
[P N

‘,; E ‘i?ﬁ% ;:f}ilisa;x; il_;l; li))llzr;negist ii;fe‘;i,mxf,l:;&o':,’(,;v?,l,‘c};ui;er‘f: (?‘1" btl pcmsm:;f-d.,l ‘on'l y t:: h" .. ' profitable that when peoplo aro ‘caught, vihich ils ver;;ff:;ely tl:;s castg;, they\can ee;sily
: an exprossion wLich, as pristed out by sowss O ll. ma erm.'s for inti ation, SCHR © afford to pay the fine to .whxch they dre” 8 o;l? .m e ug ler the px.'es.efn‘i aw,
s Tho establishwent t" el out by ":’ vetors 1n 1871, is ratl.er too vague. e *’*\ and begin afresh. There is probably truth in f.u? ; but with increased facilities for
o : 3 ufen 0 *a etill is now illegal, but thers are o nueans of preventing it ‘ ,3‘(\! \f::\' N detection, and with a proper working of the existing law by the magistracy, there
. Bo;{rod. A 31érﬁceedmgs, dated 23rd June 1870, or of punishing the act when it has been N \ | ‘\\\ will prob;\bly be no necessity for change in the character of the penaities pre-
T comuitled, Evideuce of the use in manu- ) ‘;;& ‘ \\ seribed. " |
N ®

factare must be obtained before the party can be mude amenable to the present law.
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~ Code of Criminal Procedure should be correeted,

- law; but the Board think that sub-renters who are recognized by the law as occupy-

powers to recover sums due to them by liccnsed shopkeepers. However, it is now : :
~.the policy to discourage sub-ronting., : a

~->~... Qeneral was directed to prepare by G. 0., dated 16th February 1874, No. 210, .

. - e e
L R - - -

13. 'Fhe Principal Assistant, Ganjam, suggests that Section 9, Clausge 1, wi!l
have to be amended now that sub-renting is forbidden in some places. The prokibi-
tion introduced into the renters’ engagements by the Board of Revenue with refer-
eunce to Sections 5 and 6 does not conBict with Section 9 ; but there would be no
harm in adding the words  where sub-renting is not prohibited by the Board of
Revenue.” Mr. Grahame alsy points out that the refercnce in Section 23 to the

14. It has been held by the Government Pleader that Abk4ri renters cannot
attach the shops of sub-renters or proceed against their sureties as landholders can
‘ aguinst those of their tenants under Act
VIIL of 1865; and the Yucstion has

also been raised whether sub-renters are
entitled to proceed under Act VIIL of 1865, for the recovery of dues from. shop-
keepcrs and others. On the first point thereis probably no need for change in the

Board's Proceedings, dated 21th February 1869
No. 1,239, \

ing position similar to the ALk4ri rentors, and who execute nearly similar engage-
ments, ought equally to be considercd farmers of the revenue and to have similar

15. The Board have no further suggestions to make for the amendmen.t of the .
Abkdri law ; but if this is undertaken, it might be woll to amalgamate with the

revised Act, the bill for the regulation of the sale of ganja, which the Advocate-

(True Copics and Extract.)

; : ’ W*’." - F -
V. . 7 . _ £ "'",“., TN 7

——— 4
o N N o er .

’ , Acting Sccretary.
To the'Acting Secretary to Government, Ravenue Department, . ‘
with copies of Board’s Proceedings, dated 14th Deeember 1871 No. 5,018, -
10th August 1874, No. 2,180, and 24th February 1869, No. 1,239.

»» the Collector of Ganjam,. ‘ : : - :

»» the Collector of Vizagapatam,
» tho Collactor of Chingleput. *
»» the Collector of North Arcot.

7 !
»» the Collector of South Arcot. )

Copy to all other Collectors.
»n  to the Tuspector-General of Police,

Exd W. H. French.
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