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"Proceedings of the Madras Govvrnnéeﬁt, Revenue Department,
26tk July 1875.

No. 249, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 22nd

April 1875, No. 998:— |

Read DProccedings of -the Madras Government, dated 7th January 1875, No, 19,
- " Revenuo Depariment, . ... i :

Cénxxﬁxmuw to all Collectors.

2. With regard to the employment of process service peons, the Board
have already enjoined on Collectors the necessity of taking great care to prevent
abuse and to guard against the entertainment as batta peons of needy Cutcherry

retainers, but they do not see Low the use of paid bailiffs can be limited to -— -

cases in which the defaulters are able to pay but unwilling. Any such discrimina-
tion which must be left to the heads of villages is sure to tell upon collections, as
village oflicers are,.as already observed by the Board, slow in serving processes,
being often connected with the parties interested. The Board think that punctual
payments of revenue according to the instalments should be insisted upon in the
case of all ryots, and whenitis universally known that non-payment entails charge
of Latta to process servers, and interest on the arrear, the payments will become
punctual, and the charges avoided. The Board have received several reports

_ . Wilsow Wad U DU W Uit vhows vanits w Vaitoud y pruu‘uci‘ng Crtet.

3. From the quarterly reports of fees collected under Act II. of 1864, the
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Board’s Orders do not appear to have .

. RS, . . e

Garjam ... e eee o ... 2,917 been carried into effect to any injurious

z]:'l%m 573_? extent. The collections of batta during
ellore ... D T 1 . .

Cuddapsh o e e o 9487 1874 are shown ‘in tho margin. The

é\*onli:grco: s T ees wes wee sen e li,gs amount is large only in South Arcot
t nee e eve YTy oo 9 s, . «

Tz‘;jom reok - v ot e o v To'ypg Where tooitisincreasing, and the Board

Madura ... ser ses v wn o .. 2,455 hope the Collector will try to reduce
i are 800 see aen eee aas 1 .

Salem e DD gih the employment of paid process servers

in the current year,

4. Under these circumstances, the Board request Government to allow the
orders issued in their Proceedings dated 24th April 1874, No. 971, to operate for two
years, at the end of which time they will submit a special report as to the effect.

- - - 5. With reference_to villago establishments, the Board beg to refer G overn.
ment to their Proceedings, dated 27th April 1874, No, 978, recorded in G, 0., dated
10th June 1874, No. 717. The Board havealrcady submitted their report on the
village establishment in Nellore, and the Collector of Kistna will now be again
requested to cxpedite his report. : : .

(True Extract.) -

(Signed)  II ). STOKES,
Acting Sceretary,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

26th July 1875.

No. 250.

Ozper TmrREON, 26th July 1875, No. 1,109,

Land Revenue, No. 12.

Tue Government will not object to
experimental employment of a
special agency for the service of Reve-

nue processes under the restrictions stated, subject to report at the end of two years

43 proposed.

To the Board of Revenus.
» the Accountant-General.

Ezd. W. H. Freuch.

Y o v sz Yo

- {True Extract.)

A. MACGREGOR,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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special agency for the service of Reve-

nue processes under the restrictions stated, subject to report at the end of two years
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o« Pa‘ocxamrics oF THE BoArp oF REeveNUE, dated 22nd April 1875.

Read the following “Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 7th January
T 1875, No. 19, Revenue Department. - . -
' Read the following :— ‘ - )
" Proceedings of the Board of Revende, dated 1st April 1874, No. 754, -
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 9th May 1874, No. 1,084. ‘
‘ . ‘ » ’ s

L .

——————

Oxper THEREON, 7th January 1875, No; 19, "~ T T

" I their Proceedings above recorded,
the Board of Revenue report fully, with
several explanatory statements, the reason

« for the large increase in the sales of lands for arrears of revenue. '
2. The Board admit that there has been a rﬁpid increase in the use of coercion
: . gince Fasli 1269 (1859-60) that is not

Realized by sale of *** . .
Property fory arrears. accounted for by the increase in the

Land Revenue, No. 1.

Averaze of Faslia.

1970 : 268?3'71 . demand, and attribute it (1) to high prices
B N Byuss o Which havo caused a great increaso in
1274 0 1276 oovvvedinreresanen 09,603 cultivation and much risky speculation in
1277 t0 1279 evverniennnnnsi 1,29,698 . 0 . . .
1260 to 1282 vevceecesnrmennns 3,84, 771 land ; {2) to the reduction in the remis.

sions granted annually and the gradually

increasing chargo on the waste; (3) fo the substitution of law (Madras Act IL of
1861) for arbitrary usage in the collection of the revenue and the increasing enlight- -
cnment and ability of the péople to hold their own against officials ; and (4) to the
present arrangement of the kistbindy (instalments) under which the ryots may sell
their crops before the instalment of revenue becomes due, whereas formerly the
instalment fell due whilst the crop was on the ground. :

3. These causes which the Board amply illustrate by statistics are, they
remark, not a subject of regret in themselves, and show that the increase in the
use of coercive process might have been expected, and does not prove any depression.
They add, bowever, that there are other causes which excite apprehension and
show that caution must be exercised in imposing any new -burdens on the ryots;
these are (1) that the demand on'land, or rather the demand’ in realizing which
coercive processes are used, has increased of late years, independently of the
increase in the cultivated areas, and (2) the increasing sub-division of holdings
and the number of joint holdings. - . [ .

4. After fully considering tho whole subject, the Board propose two remedies,
viz., the enhancement of the rate of interest on arrears from 6 to 12 per cent., and

whom the processes are served,
5. TheGovernment have given these papers their careful consideration. The

rapid increase in recourse to coercive process during the last three years naturally
induced the apprehension _that, from some cause or other, tl.le agricultural class was
becoming impoverished. It is satisfactory to .learn 'tbai_; in the Board’s opinion,
the result of their very careful and exhaustﬁve mvestxgatxon,. this “1is no sign that
the peb;‘)le are oppressed, or that they are less able t‘o pay their dues than formerly,”
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~ market rate.

6. From the Board's Statement No. 1 it appears that in Fasli 1282 (A. D.
187273 ;) coercive process was had recourse to for the recovery of arrears to the
extent of £250,000. The Ryotwari demand of that year was 4} millions, so that
the arrears were 5} per cent. on the revenue. ¢ Coercive process” consists in

# gerving a written demand on the defaulter, and if the arrear be not paid, attaching

either bis moveable property or his land, which, in the event of continual non-
payment, is sold by auction; the former after fifteen days, and the latter after one
month’s notification. In respect to the £350,000 of arrears in 1872-73, all ap-

pears to have been made good before the period arrived for sale, except £45,000,
* or 1 per cent. of the demand.  "In Tasil"IZ51 {10es8 GELIlS "Gr¥ MUL-BIven by the

Board for Fasli 1282) the extent of land sold was 55,586 acres, the occupied area
of the year being nearly 19} million acres. The proportion of land sold was thus
under ‘3 per cent. In the same year the number of Puttadars whose property
was sold was considerably under 1 per cent.

" 7. So far from there being any thing alarming in these results, the Govern-
ment may congratulate themselves that so large a revenue is collected from so
numerous a body of ryots with so much ease and regularity.

. 8. The unpunctual payment of the revenue is'suﬂicieritly accounted for. A
certain, but all things considered, small number of ryots do not pay up till the
The rate of interest charged by Government is much below the
They know to a day when the law can be put in force, and the
mere attachment of property carries no humiliation with it to the bumbler classes.
The Government doubt whether tlie raising of the present rats of interest, as sug-

last moment.

<~ ——— .gastad hy the Board, would have any, appreciable effect on the amount of | arrears,

e

or the class that withholds payment to the last.
very much higher than any the Government could ask the Legislature to sanction

for Government arrcars, and the period during whlch mterest accrues is o short
that the difference would not bo material.

9. Tho other remedy suggested by the Toard and since carried® out by

*Board’s Proceedings, dated 24th April 1874, them is the entertainment of paid process
No. 971, and G. 0., dated 27th May 1874, servers. The system has been tried and

Ro. 645. _ was 80 abused that the duty was thrown
on the viilage oficers. The Government regret to sce it revived, and the Board
will endeavour to limit the use of paid bailitfs to cases in whlch the sinister
motives of defaulters are so obvious as to require firm repression. They believe
the proper course is to improve the villagn cstablishments as is being gradually

done under Act IV, of 1864, (Madras). The collection of the revenue is their -
peculiar duty, and they can perform it best, for they know the circumstances of .

overy defanlter (v perhaps more properly Government debtor) thoroughly well,
and can discriminate between the poor but honest, and the able but unwilling.

But except in the few districts where the village establishment has lately been
reorganized, it is genera]ly 1n a very inefficient condition and poorly paid, acd
often the head of it is not paid at all. It is lopeless to expect a thoroughly
eflicient administration under such circumstances. The village officers are mem-
bers of the village community, and the task of cxacting the revenno isa somewhat
invidious duty ; unless, therefore, tho Government make their appointments worth

I'he market rate of interest is
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expected to do good service.
the greatest and most pressing need, and beyond that the Government do not think
that in this Presidency generally any special measures are necessary. The Board
will give the subject their early attention.

10. The Government of India have recently sanctioned* the reduction of
Stamp duty on suits for the recovery of

*G. 0. 1874, No. 1,039.
0., dated 18th Avgust 187 0.1 possession of lands sold for arrears of

vrevenue and its efect should be watched.

11. Thesales have been large in the district ot Chingleput-* ‘l‘hey amounted
in Fasl dw"h} t3 £11,570 on a demand of £237,000 or nearly 5 pers cent.
They Were srabﬁy lower than in the precedmg year, but not much. It isin this
district that the village establishments are in the most inefficient condition, and
paid officials, termed Zilladars, are employed to collect the revenue. In addition
to other causes the Merassy system is mentioned by the Collector as a gpecially
predlsposm&xcason. -The settlement of the district is now being revised and any
interference is not called for at present. The Report of the Dircctor of Revenue
Settlement is now before Government. :
(True Extract.)

(Signed)  G. C. MASTER,
Acting Sacrotary to Government.

L

CoMMUNICATED to all Collectors.
2. With rerra.rd to the employment of process service peons, the Board

- Luve alivady enjoined on Collectors the necessity "ot taking " great care to prevent

abuse and to guard against the entertainment as batta peons of needy Cutcherry
retmners, but they do not ree how the use of paid bailiffs can be limited to
¢ases it which the-defaulters are able to pay but unwxlhng. .-Any such discrimina-
tion which must be left to the heads of villages is sure to tell upon collections, as

village officers are, as alfeady observed by the Board, slow in serving processes, .
- being often connected with the parties interested..,, The Board think that punctual

payments of revenue accordmg to the instalments should be msxsted upon in the
case of all ryots, and when it is universally known that non-payment entails charge
of Latta te process gervers, and interest on the arrear, the payments will become
punctual, and the charges avoided. The Board have received several reports
which tend to show that these causes are alrcady producmg effect. '

3. From the guarterly reports of fees collected under Act II. of 1864, the

s w: ‘- . ,,., oL %s Board’s Orders do not appear to have
Gamfam e o e v e e 2,007 been carried into effect to any injurious
KBEDR -ersm -oore e om0 5 783 extent.~ Tha collections of batta during ™"
I(‘:‘ﬂiioar;aﬂu Tttt Mt T 2.4g7 1874 are shown in the margin, The
North Areod oo oo e e cor ie ligg amount 1s' large only in South Arcot
g‘zggrﬁrcot oot Ty 19y Where too it isincreasing, and the Board
Madura v aee eee eee oo e o 2,435 hope the Collector will try to reduce

Coimbatora ... eer  see  cee wes wus 17

Solhatore i o T Lggp the employment of paid process servers

R in the current year.
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