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; v Proceedz'rzgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, /\b )
i S 1w July 1815, . \’0 :

. No.187. _ Read tf.éfollo%ving Proceedi 'gs'_‘: of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st

s

by b Co R
vaT(\np' ot e RETIN

T June 1875, No. 1,705 :— IR .. :
) ; ' Read tf;e following letter from W. II. GLENNY, Esq., Acting Collector of Kurnool ;4,
_ * " to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated et

o .~ bth June 1875, No. 194 :— S - i

° : - .In forwarding copy of a letter (without number, dated 29th May 1875,) from the

Acting Head Assistant Collector and Magistrate, I have the honor to recommend that

Rupees 10 be granted as rewards for exceptionally good behaviour at a fire to each of

the two Dalayats Syed Khan and Ghanta Rungadu, and that Mr. Farmer be reimbursed

_ for his presents of Rupees 5 to each of these men, and also for the Repees 10 he gave

to the other persons who gave assistance. Mr. Farmex(",letter is so full and graphic

~ that I need make no comments upon it beyond endorsing his praise of the strikingly

, . good conduct of the peons. It is perfectly clear that their efforts were made under

v ©  energetic and intelligent direction by Mr. Farmer himself: I mention this merel);
. because Mr. Farmer has (naturally) not mentioned it. B

1 N . - N - -
N < Coe i - ommm— - -
-

B S - EscLosvre No. 1. - ) oo
" From II. R. FARMER, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Magistrate of Xurnool, to W. 1
GLENNY, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Kurnool, dated Papinenipalli, 20th May 1875.

o 8 Ii'i(YRﬂlB Fonor to bring to vour notice the meritorious eonduct of certain subordinates of ~ -

the Revenue Department and others ata fire which broke out ,ai!, Ifafsipenipalii, the village within ~ ~ " T

" the limits of which I am now encamped. I take the opportunity of detailing particulars as
‘to the outbreak, &o., of the fire, as I believe the infox_'ination will be useful with a view of miti-
! gating the deplorable consequences of fires of this sort, unfortunately, as youknow, very common -
- /in this division. . -~ .. - oo R . : -
9. Yesterday evening, when leaving my tents at about 5-30 2.M., I observed a eolumn of

P

 pmoke in the direction of Papinenipalli about a mile off. Itook it for the smoke of burning A
‘ i cholum stubble which I had- seen the ryots burning, according to their usual practice, near the 1.
R | village on two evenings lately. . In a few minutes, however; the alarm was raised that the village

e " had caught fire, and I went off as quickly as possible with some peons and servants and the K

A { Village Reddy who had just reached my camp. o L e
T .7 8. Tenclose a plan of the village showing the houses burnt marked in red ink. When 75
S i 1 reached the village the houses numbered from 1 to 13 on the wost side of the village were 1 !i
' ' { on fire. . The evening was then remarkably still, ‘hardly a breath of air stirring. The villagers 24
‘ were crying, shouting, running about here and there without any one to direct them, abusing ¥ §
| each other and altogether incapable of taking the most ordinary precautions which common sense ?*E h
+ would dictate for the presorvation of their houses and property ; no one would listen to any one or . }E’j £

» " f act in concert with any one : those who had terraced houses (not likely ta bgteh fire) and those
~; whose hoflsés‘w'ereifrbm their situation not likely to catch fire, remained impassive and apparently

.t amused spectatbré.: The stolid indifference. of most of ‘the people“a.s compared with howls of

¢ despair from the sufferers were featuresin such a spsctaclo which probably India alone could

g present. . Many excused themselves from lepding a helping hand simply on the ground that they
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| did not belong to the village. * Pots for carrying water ocould not be had in sufficient numbers ; o
" 1adders were nowhere to be foand nor any implement to pull down the burning thatch. o s
4. Some of the peons who came with me were up to this time trying fo direct the move- e
ments of fhe helpless orowd ; but soon found that the imperturbability or confusion of the peopla . f !
( provented the success of iny reasonable efforts. . A . . . - ,{ -
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. r 3 - ) 6. Just at this juncture unfortunately a breeze from the west (that is, from the fire over the . 3 ;;;r‘-; «
Ea village) sprang up, and sparks were caried from the houses numbered 1 to 13 to the house g
54 numbered 14, which is about eight yards from the houses already burnt. ‘ : - .
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6. Then two of the Dalayats, Syed Khan end Gharta Rungadu, climbed up cn the house

No. 14, which had just caught fire, and continued to pour the waler which I got brought to
. them (from the well on the east of the village) on the Lurning roof until it was impossible for

them to remain any longer there acd the villagers themselves begged them to come down. . The
breezo was now freshening and blowing the fire right on to the houses on the east end south of .

tte village. No house to the east of house marked No. 14 had yet caught fire, The object

now was to prevent, if possible, the next house marked in the plan as the * Potter’s houss ” from ,

ontching fire. If this house could bé saved, the houses to the south and east of it might escape.
Just then it caught fire. The same two peons climbed up on this house, but my endeavors to

induce any one else to get up were unsuccessful. - Water was being carried in pots from the well )

and handed up to the peons, who did not suffer much up to the time except from the emoke and
sparks blown from the houses already burnt. The jeons succeeded in quenching the fire in about

" a minute, but just about this time & roof of a house (No. 24 in the plan) caught fire and had

become unmasterable while the fire in the potter’s house was being put out. -

7. One after another the houses numbered from 15 to 38 caught‘ﬁre ; the flames mounted -
very hizh; the smuke and sparks which enveloped the potter’s house made Lreathing very diffi.
ewlt, and tried most severely the endurance of the two peons who continued in the midst of the

sparks and smoke and heat which se'emed to be intolerable for more than a minute at a time. .

" 8. It now just depended whether or not the two peona could stand on the potfer’s house ;

poiu*ing water on it until the fames of the houses {(Nos. 15, 16, and 22) burning on the other

sids of the road five of six yurds off subsided. “Upon the 1ate of the potter's house depended the

fat;a of at least fifty houses (probably more) between which and the fire the potter’s house only
intervened. ~ The heat itself, not to mention smoke and sparks, prevented most people even from
going near the potter’s house, and it was with the greatest difficulty that people could be got to
bring water even to the sheltered side of the house. I saw that ‘before the fire had got to its
height, the peons-were both much distressed. I expected every moment to see them forced to

corae down. The flames from houses Nos, 15, 16, and 22 were blown right towards the peons by -

the brecze from the north., They, however, kept wetting themselves, and had evidently deter-
mined not to desert their post while if was possible to hold it. The people too wers encouraging
them by calling out that, if the potter's house could be saved, the further progress of the fire
could be arrested. Alout this time a third man named Gufappa (a toddy-drawer) joined them
and worked well. The house was sosked through-and-through, and not one of the sparks which
foll on it took any effect. The wind was still freshenirg, but the flames of the houses (Nos, 16

and 22) opposite to the potter’s house were now happily ebating and the roofs began to fall in.

As sparks were still flying about, and as the hot wind. would soon dry anything, the men had to

‘eoutinue on the roof ; this they did until all danger had passed. I had gone round to the part
of the village near the We11§ {(houses of Venkaya and Pitchaunna in plan) during the time when -
fire was at its height. It was comparatively cool here, and two police constables (orderlies), a tont .

lascar, and a thi;-d peon, who had found the potter’s house too hot for them, made themselves
useful here ; three of them were on the roofs of the houses, and the third, an orderly who had only

just recovered from a bad attack of fever, was carrying water. L - !

9. Two talug peons who ha;iperiegl to be rréseni were, like most of the villagers, worse than
useless. The two peons, Syed Khan and Ghanta Run gadu, are men of physical strength and
courage (qualities very rare in Cumbum), and it was owing to the display (at the imminent risk

of teing burnt) of these qualities and of considersble endurance that the fire, in my opinion, was
arrested. in its conrse before it bad doneé half the mischief which it would otherwise Lave dome. . .
. Byed Khan had a narrow escape of being dangerouely injured by & heavy post {alling on him
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the conduct of these men to the notice of Government.

e | epaer Tt Y

. v * -

- " Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

17th July 1875.»3 _ .

y ;

wheEn he was pulling down a verandah. He is an expert in gymnastics, and m'aﬁaged to save ' -

himself in & way which showed the usefulness of bis acquirements. - ,

10. In England, perhaps, such conduct would call for no special recognition, but here the »

apathy, in fact passive abstractiveness, of the people is generally so great in emergencies like th.is,
that it seewns right not to overlook the voluntary display of opposite qualities. * .The f.requencles
of great loss by such fires will be evident from the statistics in the Police Administration Report
for 1873, and in'this division it will be seen from your letter, No. 391, dated 10th November
1874, that fires are exceptionally prevalent. Only last year in this very same village eighty-two
houses (including every one of the thirty-eight houses now destroyed) were burnt. I believe that,

if the rules submitted to you for approval with my letter, No. 54, datec. 7th instant, had been iz.n"’_.‘*r N

force, the houses numbered from 15 to 38 might easily have been saved, and thus a loss of -

property representing Rupees 344 might have been prevented, and the great discomfort which -
" the 127 houseless inmates will suffer for some time might have been avoided. The leathern

buckets and old pots recommended by me would have been invaluable. New pots which were
used kept breaking on all sides just as the water was brought near the burning roofs.
" 1. You will see from the enclosed list that property worth Rupees 974-4-0 has been
destroyed, and 182 p.c:ople rendered houseless by the fire. Had it not been for the conduct of the
two peons I beliove the loss would “have been more than double or, in other words, just as great
as it was last year. Drobably, if there. had been two more men like them, only fourteen houses
instead of thirty-eight would have been burnt. ' ’ C o

12. I have the honor to request that, if you see no objection, you will be pleased to bring

13. I gave them each 5 Rupees this morning, and distributed Rupees 10 amongst those who

had helped. I think, however, that, if you are pleased tortpresent the circumstances to Govern-
wous, wovernment might possibly be plessed to sanction a reward of 10 or 12 Rupees each to the -

peons Syed Khan and Ghanta Rungadu. For this sum a small silver bangle for each might be
purchased. The conduct of the other persons noticed does not appear.to  me to call for any
‘recognition from Government. It is only by moet regular and abstenious habits that men here
can preserve their strength and activity. Amongst revenue peons who bave hardly anything
to hope for and but little to fesr, many of the most, useless and miserable specimens of humanity
sre often found. Under these circumstances, I venture to hope that Goverrment will not
consider my request on behalf of the peons unreasonable should you be pleased to submit
it for favorable consideration. Thefire originated in house merked No. 6, where s cotton-cleaner

lived. . She was baking somse bread and a spark ignited som®d of the cotton which flies up and .

sticks to the rocf and the walls vﬂxezﬂ'being oleangm_l.
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i ‘ NE . . * (True Copy.) ' ‘ :
; ! ' : . (Signed) W, H. GLENNY, -
4 i‘ Acting Collector, S
i Sceurrrep for the favorable consideration of Government, : :
- -~ -(True Copies and Extract.) . S e w:
C o o . (Signed)” 1L E.STOKES, - -
g { ; . - _ Acting Secretary, -
B No. 188. Oxper TurrEoN, 17th July 1875, No. 1,076. | -
i Mol — His Excellency the Governor in :
t o " Council is pleased to record his sense of L
i weer ot oo the highly meritorious conduct of the two g
. peons, Syed Khan and Ghanta Rungadu, and to sanction their each being presented
i with a bangle with a suitable inscription, ‘ Che
: :
. ‘ A
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L 2: The thanks of Government should be conveyed to Mr. Farmer for h1s per-

‘ Do 3. The whole sum expended should not exceed Rupees (100) one hundred

L e T (Signed)  A. MACGREGOR,

' " “sonal exertions, and his expenditure be reimbursed. - .

(Tme Extract) ; .

- e e T Acting Secretary to Government. -
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' Rupees 10 be granted as rewards for exceptﬁ)ﬁauy
 the two Dalayats Syed Khan and Ghanta Rungadu,
- for his presents of Rupees 5 to each of these men, and also - for the Rupees 10 he gave

| the limits of which I am now encamped.
_ to the outbreak,'&c., of the fire, as I believe the ';nformation
. gating thawdeplorgble consequences of fires of this sort, unfortunately, as you know, very common

" present.

‘ - No. 1,705, B
PROCEEDINGS OF THE Boarp oF REvesue, dated 21st June 1875.

| Read the following letter from W, II. GLENNY, Esq., Acting Collector of Kurnool :
© " 4o H.E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to”the Board of Revenue, dated
5th June 1875, No. 194 :— - . . ' .

In forwarding copy of a letter (without number, dated 29th May 1875,) from the

Acting Head Assistant Collector and Magisfré.te, I have the honor to recommend that
good behaviour at a fire to each of

and that Mr. Farmer be reinibm'scd :

o

Mr. Farmer’s letter is so flﬂl and graphic
his praise of the strikingly

to the other persons who gave assistance.
that I need make no comments upon it beyond endorsing
good conduct of the peons. It is perfectly clear that their efforts were ‘made under
energetic and intelligent- direction by Mr. Farmer -himself: I mention this merely
because Mr. Farmer has (naturally) not mentioned it. * e ~

9 mem—

-

. ENCLOBURE‘NO. 1. . )

Trom H. R. FARMER, Esq, Acting Head Assistant Magistrate of Kurnool, to W. 1.
GLENNY, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Kurnool, dated Papinenipalli, 29th May 1875. '
T uAvVE the honor to bring to your notice the meritorious conduct of certain subordinates of -
" the Revenue Department and others at a fire which broke out at Papinenipalli, the village within
: I take the opportunity of detailing perticulars as
will be useful with a view of miti-

*in this division. : ‘ A
2. Yesterday evening, when leaving my teuts at about 5-30 P, I observed a column of
-gmoke in the direction of Papinenipalli about a mile off. Itook it for the smoke of burning
- cholum stubble which T had seen the ryots burning, according to their usual practice, near the
village on two evenings lately. "In a few minutes, however, the alarm was raised that the village

- had . caught fire, ‘and I went off as quickly as possible with some peons and servants and the

Village Reddy who had just reachéd my camp. i N )
3. . I enclose a plan of the village showing the houses burnt marked in red ink, - When

I reached 'thg village the houses numbered from 1 to 13 on ‘the west side of the village were

. on fire. The evening was then rémarkably still, hardly & breath of air stirring. * The villagers

‘were crying, shouting, running about here and there without any one to direct them, abusing

_each other and altogether incapable of taking the most ordinary precautions which common sense

" would dictate for the preservation of their houses and property ; no one would listen to any one ol
ot in concert with any one: those who had terraced houses (not likely to catch fire) and those
whose houses were from their situation not likely to catch fire, remained impassive and apparently
amused spectators. The stolid indifference of most of the people as compared wilh howls of

. despair . from the gufferers were features in such a spectacle which fn'obably India alone could

Many exoused themselves from lending a helping hand simply on the ground that they
did not belong to the village.” Pots for carrying water could not be had in sufficient numbers ;
ladders were nowhere to be found nor any in}plemeﬁlt to pull down the burning thatch. .

4. Some of the peons who came with me were up to this time trying to direct the move-
ments of the helpless crowd ; but soon found that the imperturbability or confusion of the people

prevented the success of any reasonable efforts. ’ : T
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| 5. Just at this juncture unfortunately a broeze from the west (that is, from the fire over the i ,‘;{ ST 2 L ‘ ' N . . o e
. 5 » ¢ " (- L e
i villags) sprang up, end sparks were carried from the houses numbered 1 to 13 to the house R N 3 l‘:;;?;:;zn“;@:v pﬂ&-iihd:g:;:}inﬁhf;mg:; ;?szxciiritr e::ei{:ﬂn“ﬁ“- ‘ and ?wagee 1o 5370 , L
L “which i i from the h already burnt. o CY I ay ! , - TQC0<s. : :
o numbered 14, which is about eight ¥ ards ’I?: e ;u(::: . Ry 2u. dlimbed 1 on the house k) N 10. In England, perhaps, such conduct would call for no specisl recognition, but here the .
T . 6. Tlfan two of the Dalay ats, Syed an m:i anta t;xm g2 tu, hich I P t brought to v >+ | apathy, in fact passive abstractiveness, of the people is generally so great in emergencies like this, -
| - No. 14, which had just caught fire, and continue to pour the water wh i & El P k ‘ “ . | that it seems right not to overlock the voluntary display of opposite qualities. The frequencies
! thém (from the well on the east of the vﬂ'lage) on the burning roof untiit was mpo eTl(:r L BN | of great loss by such fires will be evident from the statistics in the Police Adminis tration Report 3
Lo them to remain any lon-ger there a.nd- the §llgem t h;tm selvtes ﬂbeiged themt;clo Zj::e d;“:: th 0; ‘ C e ) for 1873, and in this division it will bo seen from your letter, No. 391, dated 10th November .
N g 3 L i P . o . . . g
- breezo was now freshening an};i blowmfg ht o Hre nlt; 1 0;; 01 41;:& douzzs ::1 h: fire M:.[‘he :b'eot "' | 1874, that fires are exceptionally prevalent. Only lest year in this very same village eighty-two ' © iy
A the village. No h03159 to. the east of houso marxec MO Y “« g, ’ house ) i | houses (including every one of the thirty-eight houses now destroyed) were burnt. I believe that, S
e now was to prevent, if possible, the next house marked in the plan as the ottel: 8 honss from ; ! if the rules submitted to you for approval with my letter, No. 54, dated 7th instant, had been in
£ 1 - catching fire. If this house could be saved, the‘ houses to the south and east of it might escape. { foro. the houses mumbered from 15 to 38 might easil"y bave ,be.en saved. and t,hns o Toss of .
o Just then it caught fire. The same two peons climbed up on t?ns .hou.se, .but mmy endeavors to P ? prop;rty represonting Rupees 344 might have beon provented, end 1:.he gre;t Giscomfort which R
! o indnce any one else to get up were unsuccessful. Water was being carried in pots from the well :©* | the 127 houseless inmates will suﬁ'e: for some time might have been avoided. The leathern
S and handed up to the peons, who did not suffer much up to the time except h.'om the sm.oke end P 3 buckets and old pots recommended by me would have gbeen'invaluablo - New pots which were L Sy
S sparks blown from the houses already turnt. The peons succeeded in quenching the fire in about - O Ri e y ; il P P i3
s T . . . . . ' { used kept breaking on all sides just as the water was brought near the burning roofs. ; et
L a minute, but just about this time & roof of a house (No. 24 in the plan) eaught fire and bad D : 11. You will see from the enclosed list that property worth Rupees 974-4-0 has been S
i i tter's h a8 bei t out. ~ : s i 3 . orer - o L=
o become unmagt'erable .w'hxl_e the fire in ﬂ.le» I,)O ors fouge waa bemg put OF o ' : | destroyed, and 182 people rendered houseless by the fire. Had it not been for the conduct of the' T
L 7.. One after_another the houses numbered from 15 to 38 caught fire ; the flames mounted . { two peons I believe the loss would haye been more than doubls or, in other words, just as great - R
2 very high; the smoke and sparks which enveloped the potter’s house made breathing very diffi- H | asit was last year. Probably, if there had been two more men like them, only fourteen houses -
T cult, aud tried most severely the endurance of ghe two peons who continued in the midst of the f instead of thirty-eight would have been burnt. ‘ ‘ : ’ .
Lo sparks and smoke and heaf, which seeraed to be intolerable for more than a minute at a time. ) -} 12, Ihave the honor to reques? that, if you see no objection, you will be pleased to bring
F 8. It now just depended whether or not the two peons could stand on 'the potter’s house b . o . the clogdut;:t ;:::“Z{‘;;n‘:cﬁ) ;h:{:;:; ‘oﬁsi(:::n;“;;m:id éistributed ;Rupe;es 10 amidngst‘ th;)sa who "
s X pouring water on it until the flames of the houses (No. 15, 16, and 22) burning on the other- & e T e - . ' iy - s
g . . side of the road five or six yards off subsided. Upon the fate of the potter’s house depended the o ’g haed im(l}po;l. I th:nk: lz;wevafib ;h"i:; ou;u;e pleaste.d to rel’res?tfﬂiz 'c1rc1u;n§ance§ to (;:rotve:;x- o .:{
:." fate of at least fifty houses (probably more) between which and the fire the potter's house only A N Bt a ? ;r;{x;zen m‘;gGilposty ."g ea?eF ° t;a:nc ron 8 rew;mlr i; bor. 1“ fupees ;ae . ;:t be Rk
5 intervened. The heat itself, not to mention smoke and sparks, prevented most people even from ‘ ?’f v 3 '; Pﬁ;; yde ; T}f? an 1 banfat} unf; W Xor 155111(111 z:,lsma.a : ver anf ¢ 1o rteac 11{11;% e Tr
g I going near the pottor’s house, and it Wwaa with the greatest difficulty thet people could be gob to o f}’ g f‘éco . i:‘ o e :: fsonve;ifm o !;;""I;E(‘)is’g:ﬁlpﬁl{?ozsf(;: we}ﬁﬂ" 9?’?};0 a'bq;pear (;rrset ,ch9?., or hany s
ST bring water even to the sheltered side of the house. I saw that before the fire had got to its ot | piTecogmilion frem Ly vubs s only by regular anl abstenious habits tlat men hera
SAREE ' height, the peons were both much distressed. 4 “expected every moment to see them forced to ’ o * - i canhpres;rvg their st‘rength and ?Ch“t)’- Amongst revenus peons who hav'e hardly anythx.ng .
E :': ‘ come down. The flames from houses Nos. 15, 16, and 22 were blown right towards the peons by : } . Y :e lpfie:'r fan@ ; ?.t %ttile toti;(jar, any of tthe mosIt uselctass a:d xl?lsem:ﬁe‘spémmens of thmf;;xmty -
5‘ b the breeze from the morth.« They, however, kept welting themselves, and had evidently deter- A I Co { . ound. nder "esef CLYCRINS ajnﬂces, venture o hope thay Uovernment wi n?t, :
2 mined not to desert their post while it was possible to held it. The people too were encoureging O | ponder my?x;equest, on be]falf of the peons unreasonable should you be plessed to submit :
¥ € g e . 9 . A é “ . a n . . v _‘ Z - .
' them by calling “out that, if the polter’s house could be saved, the further progress.of the fire - - v | ;;.vf(;r fag;mb @ c;n;iera%?lonﬁ:l‘hedﬁmgng}nate]c: n I_w‘i’;e marﬁkei I;‘If’f G, where h"i‘c‘;lott_on‘dea’ner B
ocould be arrested. About this time a third man named Gurappa (a toddy-drawer) joined them .- U S ti:k; o ﬂf yvasf a 1 gx Boh rez ‘?;e L B alpar fmtg some ot & ® cotlon W flies up and
and worked well” The house was sosked through-and-through, and not one of the sparks which ¥ . Cr slicas o 1o roo an .,kwe w ‘, aen beng ¢ eu.n:é T ' 8o . ' f
- ) f¢11 on it took any eflect~ The wind was still freshening, but the flames of the houses (Nos. 16 - [ .} ., R s " %mﬁ , ‘M S (;I'rue Copy.) - e P ré
- and 22) opposite to the potter’s house were now happily abating and the roofs began to fall in. - S t r'ﬁ,";; _ " s '“,,' -y ’; . (Signed) * - W’ H. GLENNY, e
L, As'sparks were still flying about, and as the hot wind would soon dry anything, the men had to Y ) 3 e oL ° e : e .. 7. 7 Acting Collector. 1]
: ' continue on the roof ; this they did until all dariger had passed. I had gone round to the part h S T e g . T ;
° of the village near the well (houses of Venkaya and Pitchaunna in plan) during the tinre when- . KRR s S T - PO o o 7
: ;- . - . o . o TTE ke fa a 1 g
- fire was at its height. ~It was,comparatively cool here, and two police constables (orderlies), & tenf." 3 ' g s U%”E,,g D fqr the £ vora;lﬁe consideration Of Goyemnga mf' : T
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) B - just recovered from a bad attack of fever, was carrying water. . .. ‘ L i o : s ; el ‘ T ;
Co I e : : ) ’ s - ‘ Y ) w o AT S T T | . s
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