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Proceedings of the Madras Qovernrgient, Revenue Department,
| 18th July 1875. .

No. 1a7. Read the following Procecdings of the Board ‘of Revenue, dated 3rd ..
 May 1875, No. 1,130 i— ‘ I

. Read the following letter from W. McQUHAE, Esq., Collector of Madura, to
H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated -
30th March 1875, No. 132 :— T ©

e kil A

Wira referencedto the Board’s Proceedings, dated 25th January 1875,
_ . Miscellaneous No. 507, I have the honor to submit, herewith, copy of a letter from
* the Salt Deputy Collector, dated 9th March 1875, No. 29, reporting upon the -
swamp called Kalimangundu Tharavai. N - ' :
9. The swamp is situated four miles to the east of the village of Tirnpalanai
and as many miles to the north-east of the Morekolum salt station. The tract
" from which the spontaneous salt was collected last year measured 1,500 yards by
200 yards. : o o
‘ 3. The swamp in question has been -regularly inspected since 18064, In .
1864 and 1865 no salt was formed. In 18686, 1867, and 1868 a small quantity of
salt which cropped up was destroyed. In April 1869 a deposit of salt in an area -
of 150 yards by 50 was reported to .have been destroyed. Between 1870 and .o

E e s e T ke m s b s d A

1873 no salt was formed. The heavy rain in ‘November 1869 flooded the swamp,
and water remained in it till 1874, when 22,263 maunds of salt were collected and

¢ stored at a cost of Rupees.1,350-3-3.

f 4.. The Deputy Collector states that, before hydrometers were furnished, the

¢ ' state of the brine in swamps l!iu‘:i to be guesscd and moasures for destruction were
only taken on the aetual appearance of salt ; the destructive operation was no more
than the turning up of mud dpon-the salt. Since the reccipt of hydrometers, the
brine in the swamps is tested regularly, and when there is a probability of good
“salt fit for collection cropping up, the brine is allowed to evaporate and deposit

galt ; otherwise the brine is drained- from the swamp. .~ t

. 5. On the 31st October 1874 the Deputy Collector brought to my. notice 3
. that the ground upon which the 19 heaps, containing 22,263 maunds of salt, ‘
" yeferred to in paragraph 3, had been stored, is close to the swamp, and forms the .

bank of it, and that, if the heavy rains which visited other districts in that month
should set in, the bank would probably be flooded and the salt heaps damaged,
and that it was, therefore, desirable to get the spontaneous s‘;alt off our hands as ~
quickly as possible.- With' this view, and to induce traders who disliked the sponta-
neous salt to buy it, he proposed thata discount of one anna in the rupee, or
6} per cint., should be allowed to retail purchasers, and this discount plus five
per cent. to wholesale doealers purchasidg entire heaps, L L ;
6. In the above circumstances, I sanctioned the proposal of the® Deputy
Collector considering it emergent, but the Board’s ganction was not obtained

. through inadvertence.

-

7. A sum of Rupees 2,000 was 'entered% in the budget statement subﬁlittcd '
‘by the Salt Deputy Collector for 1874-75 for the collection and destruction of
spontaneous salt, but in the sanctioned allotment communicated with Board’s
Proceedings, dated 9th September 1874, No. 2,643, the above sum was cut down
. to Rupeees 200, and he was not aware of this reduction till after the completion
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Proceeamgs of the Maaras C‘ozernment Rewnue Departenent
. \ 3‘I¢ “ley 1875, ©

of the collection. of the salt from Kalnmanoundu henco tbe excess expend.ture

over the budget allotment. Y

8. Four Kavalgars, on Rupees( each a month, were employed to collect the
spontaneous salt. Whenit was stored, the services of one Kavalgar wore dxspensed
with, and one man on Rupees 8 and two men on Rupees 8 each have been employed
from the 26th October 1874. 'l‘he heaps were watched -by these men till the

k8.

1874. Since then they - have . been
Teer v 10. ~ employed as meaeurer and vettians® for .

Total L 16 -
—  ing the covennu of the heaps.

' 9 'l‘he Depnty Collcctor on«nnally estimated that ‘the aforesaid 19 heaps

- Two Vettians .o wor v

would be disposed of in three months, but he has been d1sappo1nted in his estimate

for the reason stated in paragraph 8 of his letter referred to above

10, Witha v1ew to the speedy disposal of the salt, the’ Deputy Collector now

proposes‘l‘ that higher rates of discount
* be offered to purchasers. ~ He states that,
if .the salt remains in store, the evaporatmn of the moisture will lighten the

+ Vide patawraph 9 of his letter

“galt and crumble the crystals, and recommends that a discount of 125 per cent. to ~

retail, and 17} per cent. to wholesale, purchasers may be allowed. In the existing
circumstances, I submit this recommendatlon for the Board’s favorable consider-
ation. e . )
11. Itis estimated that with the.above hberal ra.tes the salt now on hand ‘
viz., 19,651 maunds, may be sold in four months. Sanction is, therefore, requested
for the contmuance of the establishment of measurer and vettians referred toin
paragraph 8 and of the police guard sanctioned in G.0., dated 2nd F ebruary 1875,
No. 168, Revenue Department. As regards the contmuance of the pohce guard
I have apphcd to the Inspector-General of Police.’

i A Woaip, e

12. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Board’s Of‘ﬁmal Memorandum,'
dated 28th January 1875, No. 137, 1 beg to state that in future wholesale and.

etall transactions will be shown separately in the monthly account currents.

’ * ewmm—
-

E\cmscnn No. 1.

Fre roc N N B.AMASAMY Deputy Collector, Salt Department, to. W. MCQUHAE, Esq " Collector :

of Madura, dated Ramnad 9th March 1875 No. 29.

I mavs the honor to furnish the information called for in your letter, No. 311, dabed the 8th ' - .

ultimo, and docket on Board's Proceedings, No. 83, dated 15th Januzu‘y 1875. .

2. The swamp called Kalimangundu Tharavaiis situated four miles to the east of the village

of Tirupalanai and as many miles to the north-ezst of the Morekolum salt station. The tract

" from which spontaneous salt was collected last year measured - 1,500 yards by 200 yards My

proceedings in connection with the operations at Kahmaugundu were reported in diaries from
8th August to 2nd December 1874.

"+ 3 The swamp in question has been regularly mspected from lei In 1864 and 1865

ng salt was formed. In 1866, 1867, and 1868 a-small quantity of salt which cropped up was
destroy ed. In Apnl 1869 a deposit of sal!; 150 yards by 50, was reported to have been destroyed.
rom 1870 to 1873 no ealt was formed. - The heavy rain in November 1860 flooded the swamp,

Ay

L opening of sale on. the, 2nd -December -

© carrying’ and Weq,hmg salt and repairs .
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Proceedm gs of the Madras Governmnt Revenue Department,
: 131h July 1875.

and water had since remained in it till 1874, when 22,263. maunds of salt were collected and

stored at a cost of Rupees 1,350-3-3.

4. . Before hydrometers were furnished to the Salt Department, the state of the lmne in
‘walt-forming swamps had to be guessed, and’ measures for destruction .were only taken on the
actual appearance of salt ; the destructive operation, aé I have often brought to notice, was no

mote than the turnmg up of mud upon the salt.

-

and deposit salt ; otherwise the brine 1s drained from the swamp.. .

‘ 6. With a view to meet the expenses attenang the destruction, and, if necessary, the
‘ co:lectlon of spontaneouﬂ galt, I entered Rupees 2,000 in the Budget Statement for 1874-75
. submitted by me on the 28th August 1873, but
in the sanctioned allotment communicated in
Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,543, dated 9th Sep-
tember 1874, a spare copy of wlnch reached me only on the 14th October 1874, the sum of Rupees

I calculated uwpon the provision made by me, but I was
unaware of the reduction of the sum till after the completlon of the collectxon of the salt from

Collsctor's letter, No. 311, dated §th Febmary 1875, pare- .
graph 1, clauase I.

2,000 was cut down to Rupees 250.

kalxmangundu on the 8th October 1874. .
1. Durmg the collectxon of the salt, I had employed four Kavalgars on Rs. 6 each a-month.

- On the completion of the stora .
ge, I dispensed
Collector’s letter. No, 311, dated 8Lh Febroary 1875, with one of them, and employed, from th: 26th

October last, one man on Ru

on Rupees 5 each. “The wa.tch of the heaps was performed by these men till th: z:::x:;i: :l:’e:le:
on the 2nd December on the arrival of the Police.-

- Since they are employed as measurer and vettians
. for carrying . snd weighing salt and repairing

paragraph 1, clause 2.

- .- . BA.
One Mea.hurer... s ser 6
 Two Voitiaus oo s wee 10

* o 16

‘ " — ' .the covering of the heaps. This tem
. orar
estsbhshment was employed without obtaining previous sanction under the idea that the fha,rg.:

was of a contingent nature and did not require previous sanction. Copy of my order, dated 26th -
October 1874, appomtmg the temporary servants, wag, in due course, submitted for your infor-

mation.

8. I have been extremely dlsappomted in my estnnate of the time thhm which - the sponta-‘
~ neous salt might be sold with the discount of

and 11} per cent. to
s ‘ . wholesale, purchasers. I calculated upon. the

The crystals of

Co!l!l::;gr;s lett:er,' No. 811, dated 8th February 1875, pare-- 61 per cent. to retail,
~ average sale at Morekolum that the heaps would be cleared off in three montha,
the spontanecus salt are larger and heavier than the manufactured salt ; it has not been, therefor
'notwi_thstapding the discount allowed, in favor with the traders, and has not found an acti ale.
The first two heaps at Kalimangundu were sold off in fifteen days o o
was the cause, but the traders who once bought salt here did not return ; for, though they gained
by the discours allowed, I am informed they could not compete in the interior market vzxtgh :;e

" retailers of manufactured salt bought from Government depots, and whlch is preferred by the

consumers.

9. The sa.le at Kalimangundu is very dull, bemnr only one maund a-day purchased b ﬁsh
men. I waited to bring the matter to your notice till the expxrstmn of the three months ca{cula.: rd
by me. I considerit now expedient that higher rates of discount be offered to purchasersifa s d

_disposal of the salt be wished for. If the salt remained in store during the current yeaf eihi
’

drainage of the moisture would lighten the salt and crumble the crystals, but it is not desirable to -

keep #he spontaneous salt long instore both o account of the wastage which may occur in the
beaps and the want ef the necessary protection of a regular platform. Accordingly I beg to
recormend that a discount of 123 per cent. to retail, and 17} per cent. to wholesale, phrchasers

5. Since the receipt of hydrometers the brino in the swamps 18 tested regulu.rly, and when
there is a probability of good salt fit for collection cropping up, the brine is allowed to evaporate

. ~ The inducement of a discount

S
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. : by b , SR - Praceedings o Tad. s ] .
\ . ‘ A | = g f the Madras Governsient, Revenue Department, s
may be allowed ' : ‘ ' e o - o 13th July 1875. ’
T 6 J o K :{wgd, “‘ddl trust that with these liberal rates of discount, and with a good comnmunicas % - | o )
S ion to Kalimangundu from Tirupelanai the salt now on hand, maunds 19,65 W S a en: ' o '
. - i * 4 ,651, ma be sold off B b who e H : . : . . ; - -
o ‘ in four montbs, or by the end of June next. 1 have, therefore, the honor to request th{w 8 t.o ! ¥, th ngage in pilfering, the guarding is veryinefiicient. There is
- may be sought for the continuance of the establishment of measurer and vetti d Y ot o guard, and the police are unable to deal ‘with tl . B shelter for
. guard till the end of June 1875. | vettians and the pelice "} 0 Boan - T, c‘.m .";’ ia’ge gangs that assemble  °
: . 10. : ) ' ) : : s oard’s Proceedi v arry o : :
L md;{)_tl vlrould elso suggest—but the eaggestion, 1 apprehend, will cause inconvenience to ) 5 . , 1);: ‘,“ mga,2g:g gg;{ 1873, No. %»302- ' are‘su{f;iy: i t: m.;;a]t' These difficulties
. . tm 8 q 0c oSf’,‘h9 sale at Morekfﬂum and Attengarai with a view to expedi-te the eale 4t Kali- ‘, Ik S Do, 5th Nov. :: o 2’2.;2. spond ey ustr?ted by the corre-
S angundu, ‘ S ) ; = Do 13th May 1874, §) 1122 Loos oo recorded in_the marginally-
= | . (True Copy.) | R o 1‘ A{ o‘. Tthdaly ,, ., L7i4 Inotgd paper?'and in G.0., dated 4th -
L - - (Signed)  W.McQUHAE v S 6. 1t is hardlv May 1874, No. 544 :
. . ., Ky ] RN ) . ardly necessary to ob ' - .
-+ Colles tor. i opening for fraud, and tonds ti’ - ntzo ::;ve ;llllaf such a ;) s;:m affords condiderable -
) » ) o I , : L e . A ize all conterned— ’ :
C L . 1SGLSBM1TTED to Goyernment,thh reference to G.O., dated 2nd February 1875 y A and the people in the neighbourhood ' eﬁr-enue officials, Police,
S o, . .. : ' : T e N 3 : N -
v - . .o . . , : T ; <L) . 7. SBuch being the case, it w g ’
} Q. ; . ‘ B , ’ case, 1 would appear prefi , -
- . stored oitaa;;‘pvears thlz:.t i?{,?ﬁ.’.’.,mlaunds of spontancous salt were collected and " G the salt. Looking to the inc;egsing demarr?d bot}? fo:r:i?o tto,e!(;d;avor to utilize
b : - amp- about four miles north-east of the Mo kol s o tion, it appears very desi 0 rt and home-consump-
: , Madura at & cost stated to am ) rekolum salt stationin S . ery %ll'able that an endeavor should be made to rend i
‘i. . the Collector authorized # O\m§ to R_upe‘es 1,:‘350-3-3_ To secure a speedy sale, i available for use, and the possibility of substiintino it for Bomb er this salt
; 63 per oent., ¢ (tm.ie t‘lg grant of a special discount of one anna in the rupee, or g A supply of the West Coast Districts and Trﬁ%aucoreo cuagest [tn la‘}yfsalt for the
i o ., 1o retail purchasers wholesale irch : . .o ‘ ation. Owi : : . S : ggesis 1ise or consider-
: Fai g ; ’ purchasers being allowed in.add -A . Owing to its greater weight od wi 1c¢er
] the usual five per cent discount fo N .addition | i . - ' eight as compared with that manuf; :
b e . r wastage. It was estimated that the’ e oy - stations, the merchants wh s oht und s - nufactured at most
BT be disposed of in three months; b k- Ay at the salt would ~t e e ants who buy by weight and sell by measure will
A ; but, owing to its not being in fav th tra o SR it ; it bas also been alleged that tl ‘ ‘ e will not purchase
L sales have not been brisk, and 19,651 i g in favor with traders, -, P . that it is leged that the people of the Coast object to it
R s ,651 maunds still remain, The Collect s AR that it is unwholesome, but the Boa jove ject to it on the ground
bLsT *mends an i . maln. Jollector recom- 3 175 this prefudice. e, but the Board believe that there i ittle
I alo a3 :;;ﬁ::;::sed flﬁ?gg}}}}t‘qf 12} per cent. to retail, and 17} per cent. torwhole- i [ E this prejudice, and that it is not shared by the inhabitan l? bﬂt' htﬂ? ground for
- : ,.E- , and an application for the continued exriploymeﬁt" of the police b CaY salt would probably be freely taken were speci ‘ﬂ‘ ind s 0% tthe}mtemor, Swamp
- = - e Craproyre ™ A P AN AT cceial inducements h
e Bosrd's Proseedings, 19th April 1875, Ko, 961.. guard sTanctmngd in G.O., 6th February ' A enable th'e‘ merchants to realize the same rato of profit a3 on ‘man::zgctOFltjso as 10.
RS for a farthe 1o L 1875, 1\9. 265, Financial Department, : w{ e , 8. The Board have recently considered the subject aft "mﬂ S‘r‘m'
S r period of four months, has already been submitted to Government. - . - = . Proceedings, 2nd M view of C joct after caling for the
Voo s 3.1. 1t appears that a small extra establishment, costing Rupees 16 per mensr;in i A dings, 2nd March 1875, No. 496. ‘DOthiSn : ;)(lilectors and decided thag .
X is employed, but whethex: this item is included in the cost of storage is not stated PR Offer of a special discount which the change i bt*c Oul be Q(me except by the
5 . nor does the Collector explain how the sum of R - N RO e y L - ‘discussion might facilit : . e 10 tae aw which was then under
S The bud 1 .- upees 1,350 has been adjusted. N 4 ‘ ight facilitate. Since then the Madras Salt Act, No. X
e e budget allotment for the collection and destruction of spontaneous salt bei 1' A ’ N - ,. bet ) ct, No. XL of 1875, has
TR " only Rupees 250, the Board presume that the cost of storage must }fa elng | ~ G.0., 9th March 1875, No. 330, pecome law, but has only as yet been .
i Do jmproperly debited to manufacture. B ge rmust have been o L Gthendel(]I to the two West Coast Districts .. ’
N 4. Th ' action in oranti . : . ‘ Y U under the notificatio S '
oL Ty doé ,t e Collec}t}or s action in gr.antm.g a special rate of discount was illegal ; 7 9. Bat, even if this Act were extended to the Easlt CCMIOI: Ic)lite"-i 9th. March. T
o8 - 1t does not appear that the wastage in this instance was excessive, and the ; i only enable the Government to offer a special di t Coast Distriets, it would —
o . of special discount, except ta cover exceptional wastage, is be}’ond,the comp %ran' % rate has been found to be insufficient in f}f o lscodu ut of 6} per cent., and. this s
wee s ev . ! etence o e case under notice. . ’ -=
SR ‘ ex; of thte I}?3'oard an@ the Local Government, the price’ to be charged being fixed i {; the cost of storage, sale, and wastage must be added t c::xce 4 Under Sef’tmﬂ 3 -+
NI vy faw 8% S ‘fpees? per maund, The salt being apparently unsaleable und . e R . ' o mal fo the duty ; -allowing the
b . existing conditions, the only course open appears to be to destroy it. ¢ under <, F giver:n;: Pfost ofl %o]%)ecting 22,263 maunds is Sll]ﬂ 1 sum of one® anna per maund for
T ; . it. AL upees 1,350, or nearl = this, t Son
Ll 5. The Boar 3, however, deem this 3 favorsble opportunity for re . w - aund, but it is not Btatel:iea;' gaglziisax;r:; per X , the utmost concession that could - -
% o to Government the difficulty of dealing with these extensive salt presengng “ 4 cludes. ‘ S = ‘-‘fgally,,be mado would be a reduction
; S : : ' RN swamps and of E I, — o = of two ' : s .
Ppeo o dlSP.Osmg of the salt under the existing state of the law.- T B : - 5 - .10. ' The difference i i O WO annas per maund, or 6} per cent. '
I which now forms on the . ‘ he spontaneous salt’ . R in ‘wexght between spoutaneous and manufactured :
gt L. el ‘ 5 swamps must eitlier be collected or destroyed. Destru ; WiE - however, has been found to amount to as 1 hanulacture salt, ° .
f 1 tion is now attempted either by flooding the: swapp with fresh water. when c{ X paragraph 115 of Dr. Ratton’s Report ‘ t‘}““;‘ ash703 per cent. in some cages (vids * * % v
Pieoo a course is feasible, which is frequentl not o T when such Y ine the : . ort on the outh Canara District) ; and, compar- ' ,
R ¢ buffaloes to trample the alt in, ot € 'Ife Boart:‘:)e fit;ssjﬁ, t.cgatbt);l turning in herds | Yoo g :imlilaiwtzn':gaialtf (‘);'eclKalxz‘z}angundu; Tharavai (on the.assumption ,that i,ts Weill}:t )
o ' Y . . R i St t this 18 very ineffec- | R ‘ arniem swam It piz.. 74 oz. ghe -
b, ‘ 1 y ineficc , P . . salt, 212, 74 oz, | = . .
EE fually done, and that, owing to the vast extent of the swamps and the numbers , 5 inches) with the manufactured salt ot'p the n’eia‘hzbu‘m‘,,,"sift?:;ea:u;? ‘?fl:llﬁ 5cubic . . . .
i e : . _ - o L% which it would be brought int P ) on of Morekolum, with ; .-
i - . > S . o * st -
| i: R | ‘ C ;i B g competition, stated at page 83 of Dr. Rattou’s B
i : \ a ’ . L ’ + * *
il ! ~ e
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. Proceeq’mgs of the Jl[adragi\Govemment. Rgvenue Department, o . ' P roceedm_qs. of the Madras Gﬂl_?érnmc;?zt, Revenue Department,
: ' 13tk July 1876. .. Y % ' ' 13th July 1875?. ‘ \ S
'I‘ : ' 3 "\ ": o . 1 -
Report on the Southern Districts to be 68 oz. per raeasure, the difference is nine 1 ,f‘ g 5: ' The B?ard are accordingly suthorized to adopt Whiqhevcér of the above alterna-
per cent. It is, therefore, clear thal the margin allowed by Act XL of 1875 is P ) ERE ‘_tlves is ascertained, on furtler inquiry, to Le the better calculated to benefit the
insufficient. . : S . o . o "% ] ‘ ' 'revenue ; in case of the latter ‘system being selected, the pﬁce settled should
11, The Board would suggest that the Il;ncal Golvcmmen:‘ should ll)e ¢ reported for the information of Government. S . be
i i ' in t cial case of swamp salt.' . I . ‘
empowered to refmt'a portion oi: the vdfxty in e specia 'a%. wamp salt. ", i 3 (True Extract.)
The only alternative is to destroy 1t or to force it on the public in some localities 3t : _
by providiﬁg'ﬁb'b‘tll'er for the traders to take. R s '} "1 (Bigoed) . .. A. MACGREGOR; - .
) T SR = 3 o @ ) : . L
(True Copies and Extract.) = 7 3 f';l . . Acting Secretary to Government,
‘ . ' (sigoed)  C. A GALTON, § Vo ) L :
- ‘ " Acting Sub-Secretary.. 3 - i
b -~ No. 148. OrpEr THEREON, 15th July 1875, No. 1,056. . &i fg J E
.',' o * - i ," ) ta ; ) . T ‘ )

" In these Proceedings the Board of

Separate Revenue, No. 17. \ - N A o o :
' ' : ~ Revenue, while bringing to notice a diff-

[P

PRI
[ -
. oty p

8alt. o ‘  culty which has arisen as to the disposa] : ; : -
- _ ‘ — of a quantity of spontaneous salt collected - { i - )
¥l in a swamp called Kalimangundu in the ',Maddra District, take the oppor_tunity of , 1*
B representing the difficulty generally of dealing with extensive salt swamps under the ’1 ’; " F

. -

existing law. = . . o : ‘ S .

2. The practice hitherto has been to destroy the salt, but it is believed that
this is very ineffectually dome cven wkhon the persons employed in the work are
honestly desirous of carrying it out, and this is probably seldom the case owing to
the opening for fraud afforded by the system and its tendency to demoralize =l
comcerned. * . - . . T S

‘ 3. The present case is an example of the difficulty of carrying out the alterna-
tive system of utilising the article.” 1f regarded as goverzed by the law which regu- -

lates the sale of manufactured salt everywhere, except in Malabar and- Canaira,‘ the

price i3 prohibitive owing partly to the nnpopularity of this description of salt among
L consumers, partly to its very much greater density which operates sgainst traders -
“-._.  who have to buy by weight and sell by measure, and partly tothe increased cost of
» " carriage incurred by purchasers in consequence of the remote localities where this salt
is produced. - ‘ _ T
o 4. The Government have it before them information to show whether the salt
: could be economically carried to the nearest depdt and sold on the same terms as ordi-
nary salt, in other words whether the removal of the third objection would alone suffice :
to secure the disposal of the article at 2 Tis. a-maund minus the usual discount. They
consider, however, that there is acother alternative, and are not of opinion that Act
XXI1V. of 18G9 fixes a minimum’ as regards this description of salt, which is not E
" manufactured, but spontancously produced. . The production of such salt cannot be
prevented, nor can the article be effectaally destroyed, and it ‘mziy,wthexjeforé, become
necessary, in order to prevent a certain loss of revenue by its collécti&h and consump- |
tion by private parties, to collect it on behalf of Government and sell it éither on the
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spot or at the nearest depot at such reduced rate as shall be found calculated to secure to S
dealers the same profit as would acerue to them from transactions in the mantfactured ) -
article. - o e Exd. 7. . Fischer, L !
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to Rupeees 200 and he was not aware of thls red action hl}l after the e(;m:f;?:i: . L? ' % From 1870 to 1873 no salt was formed The heavy rain in November 1860 flooded " the swamp, 4§, /.
£ the ea‘lt from Ka,hmangundu henco the exceSﬂ p o i3 and wntet had since remained in it txll 1874, when 22, 263 maunds of salt were collected snd

of the (‘Oni’ctlon 0 ‘ B " stored afs & cost of Rupees 1,350-3-3. ' :

over the bulget allotment ‘ 5 ' Beforo bydrometers were farnished to the Salt Department the stme of the brine in.

8. Four Kavalgars, on Rupees 6 each a month, were employed to collect the
. When,u; was stored, the services of one Kavalgar were dlspensed

1 u.lt formwg ewamps had to be ‘guessed, and measures for destruction were ouly tiken on the -
h have been employed A
on Rupees 6 and twomen on Rupees b eac ploy {
;

¥ ;ctual appearance of salt ; the destructive operation, as I hava often brought to notice, waa no
H more than the turning up of mud upon the salt, ' :
t ‘i 5. .Since the reneipt of hydrometera the brine in the swamps is tested regularly, and when

spontaneous salt.
wnb and one man

from the 26th October 1874 The heaps were watched by | these men till the
r

[
' . - s, opening of sale on the 2nd’ December S i there is a probability of good salt fit for collection cropping up, the brine is allowed to evaporate
- - . 6 . 1874. Since then theY have been o ie and deposit salt ; otherwise the brine is drained from the swamp. : :
* One Measurer ... o .10 employ ed as measurer and vettla.HS’ for . o h b 6. With a view to meet the expenses attending the destruction, and, 1f necessary, the
R -Two Yetuans, e ‘ - o and wewbmﬂ salt and repau‘* SREHE ﬁemlect:cn of spontaneous sa.lt I entered Rupees 2,000 in the Budget Statement for 1874-75
: .o Total.. 15 carrying o f the hea s ‘ e " . gubmitted by me on the 25th August 1873, but
x R - - ing the covermo'lclv ‘? sn.I;d 19 heaps W f E c?,flfﬁr;’ ‘:3::; ;{" 311 d"“d 8ch Feb’“"y 1875, pura- in_the sancticned allotment communicated in :
9. Tl;e Deputy Collector ongmally equmated that the afores: S ? K ‘ Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,513, dated 9th Sep- . -

Le has been dxsappomied in hls estlmate ‘ S
letter referred to above. - I

salt, the Deputy Cullector now CoA
propmes‘r that higher rates of dxscuunt SR

‘ - t, . o
‘ Fide p“m 'mph 9 of bis letter be oifued to pnrchasers. e states tha ]
moisture will lighten. the ¢

scount of 124 per cent. to -

ta'nber 1874 ‘a spare copy of which rsachpd me only on the T4th October 1874, the sum of Rupecs . s
; 2,000 wa.a cut down to Rupees 250. I calculated upon the provision made by me, but I was . -
;J unsware of the reduction of the sum till after the ccmpletxon of the co‘l}ectlon of the salt from »
5 Kahmangunda on the Sth October 1874, . o

f , 1. Durmv the collection of tne salt, I bad employed four hava‘vars on Rs, 6 each a.-month
i (‘f Co C _On the completion of the storage, I dxr;pensed

.f;u Colleotor's ‘*‘Uwr- 1“’0 811, d&ted &m February 1870. with one of ther, and employed, from the 26th
pamgmph bolaste 3. o - .Octoher last, one man on Rapees 6 angd two men
each The wa.tch of the huaps v'a,s pei formed by these men till the opening of the sale

v;'ould be disposed of in three months, but
for the reason stated in par agraph 8 of his e
th a view to the speedy disposal 0

the evaporatmn -of the

dsthatadl s iy
and recommes may be allowed. ' In the existing -

if the salt ‘remains in store,
galt and crumble the cry stals,

retail, and 17§ per cent. to wholesale, pumhasers ' on R‘dpees

le cons1der~‘ L ;yj : :
. i recommeﬂddtl‘m [or the B'Jﬂl'd 8 favmab E SRR P “ g, . " on the 2nd December on the arrival of the Pulice.
(‘IICUInStﬂ“(eS I subm‘t tb 3 (1 . . o Ono Menaurer I TR

o . o . i : S 4 Tawo Veurings o' o v 16 Smcza they are employed as measurer and vettmns

. k’;ﬁ . atu)n, th 831‘& nnW On hand ] / T ST ‘ J - ““
N , - d tl at wﬂh the ah’)va llbprﬂl ratPS e : Ry ‘ " for carrym«r and welg,hmg salt ancl repalring
ST 11 I(E“;‘: Me::f::a;e ayvt*w*vi 1,‘Jm,m¢ﬁwhm Sanatinnis t,hemfore reque:.ted 3 JRREYE I A _the covering ' of the heaps. This temporary
- . < viz., ] 00 4 ) t bl hruent ()f measutel‘ and Vettlans referred t(.) 1“ “"“r, %w @‘*"ﬂ“,”’hm““‘ mm‘a Amkﬂauzrm-nl n-wlkwm wbhalclog proes oses unw.-:--l-‘n“ nndee e 3 Aewy fhﬁ"““fhﬂ. rharve
P ~ for the continuance of the estadis " 1 in G. O dated ond - February o £ was ofa contm-a;entnatur» and did not require previous sanction. Copy of my order, dated 26th .
i parao-raph 8 and of the police gﬂard sanctione > ¢ the olice ¢ October 1874, &pmmtlng the temporary servant,, was, in due course, submitted for your infor-

- 1875, No. 168, 8, Revenue Department. As regards. the conmnuance © P oot lmatxon» : ' . . Co
. A lice. -~ = - : : ¥ y

guard I have apphed to the Inepector-Gen eral of P];) 4 Ofﬁcxal Memorandﬁm, . € .1" I have been. extremely dlsappomted in my estimate’ of the time within which the sponta-
. 12. - With reference to pal’a"r‘iph 2 of the Doards holes alo and : g i ° peous salt might be sold with the Tiscount of
dated 28th Jauuary 1875, No. 137, T beg to state that in future w e % ‘r& 002333? lotter! No. 811, dated 8th rebmry 1875, para. 6} per cent. to retail, and 11} per ceat. to
retail transactions wﬂl be shown separately in the monthly account- curren - S X . .2 wholesale, purchasers. I calculated wupon the
. . ! } nverage sale at Morekolum that the hesps would ‘be cieared off. in three months. The crjstals of-

| "Escrosceg l No. 1. l : : ;
From “I B.A&iASUIY Deputy Collector, Salt Department, to. W. MCQUHAE Esq,Coﬂector «: |
! " of Madura, dated Ramnad, 9th March 1845 No.29. %
. 1 mave the honor to furnish the information ealled for in your letter, No. 3?1 dated ‘the 8th i
ultimo, and docket on Board's Procecdings;  No. 85, dated 15th January 1875. Co L
9. The ewamp called Kahmanggxmdu Tharavaiis s:tun.ted four miles to the east of t%x;;l vﬂtiat::
. of Tirupalanai aud as many miles to the no'tl Jeust of the 3orckolum salt efat:on de r;{ n
L from which spontancous salt was collected Jast year ‘measured ‘1,500 yards by 200 yards on{ i
proceedings in ennnection with the operations ab Is.ahman«mndu were reported in d;anes fr ]
" 8th August to 2ud December 1874. y i |
3. The swamp in question has been re'ru’larly mspected from 1864 Ia’ 1864 and 1860
“. po salt was formed. In 1866, 1867, and 1863 2 small quzmtxty of salt whwh cropped up w:a :
‘destroyed. In April 1869 a deposxt of salt 150 yards b} 00 was reported tu have been deetruye - l

.

“ the spc{ntaneous salt are larger and heavmr than the manufactured galt ; it ha.s not bcen therefora, .
s notwnhﬂtandug the diseouiss allowed, in favor with the traders, and bas not found an active sale. )
'l‘he ﬁrst two heaps at Kalimangundu were sold off in fifteen' days. The inducement of a discount ™
" was the cause, but the traders who-once bought salt here did not return ; for, though they gained
. by the discoucs allowed, I am informed they could not compete in the interior market. with the
‘} retaxlers of manufactured salt bought from Govemment depbts, a.nd Whlch lS preferred by the

eonsumera ‘ : . .

ER—. e

‘ 9. ‘I‘he a.zle at Kahmangundu is very dull being only one maund a-day purchased by fisher-

T men. , I wmted to bring the Tuikiter {6 your notice till the espiration of the threc montha culoulated

" byme. I consider it now expedient that higher rates of discount be offered to purchasers if ajspeedy

. disposal ofthe galt be wished for. If the salt remained in store during the current year, the

'f‘ dramage of the moxature would lighten the palt and crumble the crystals, but it is not desirable to

) keep the spcmtzmeous galt Ichg in store. both ou account of the wastage which may occur in the
: *v Leaps md the want of the necessary pmtectwn of a regular platform, Accordingly I beg to
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" 2. It appears that 2 eb-‘} mauzds of spontanecus salt were collected and

l The budget allotment for the collection and destruction of spontaneous salt being

recommend that a discount of 12} per cent. to retail, and 17§ per cens. to wholeaale, punlxasen
may be stlowed, and I trust that with theso liberal rates of discount, and with a good communica-
tion to hahmangundu from Tirupalanai, the salt now on hand, maunds ‘15,651, may be eold off
in four &Ltl;; m-/l‘;y the end of Jupe next. I have, therefore, the honor to request that sanction
may be sought for the continuance of the establishment of measurer and vettiana and the police
guard till the end of June 1873. ~ )
10 I would also suggest—but the suggestion, I apprehend, will cause inconvenience to
traders——to close the sale at Morekolam ani Attengarai with a vxew to expodite the sale at Kali_
mangundu
(True Copy.)

= o ‘ . (Signed) W, McQUITAE,
S e . ap sy AT T e W ,“'q.r- w0y b g e e

L e i i | .\ -
i s “ C\Hlécl}or. . R e

PSR DN CRUDU S o S e ,.,,s..' e N

”

SesMiTTED to Government with reference to G. 0., dated 2nd February
1875, No. 163, L : '

gt

stored on a swamp about four miles north-east of the Morekolum salt station in
Madura at a cost stated to amount to Rupees 1,350-3-3, * To secura a speedy sale,
the Collector anthorized the grant of a specml discount of one anua in the Tupee, or
6} per cent., to retall purchasers, wholesale purchasers being allow ed in addition _
the usual ﬁve per cent, diseount for wastago. It was estimated that the salt would -
be disposed of in three months; but, owing to its not being in favor with tradcrs, R
sales have not been brisk, and 19 651 maunds still remain. The Collector recom-
mends an increased discount of 121 per cent. to retail, and 17} per cent. to whole-
sale purchasers, and an applmatwn for the continued employment of the police

__guard sanctioned in G. O., 6th Fehrvary .
71875, No. 265, Financial Department, ‘ i

for a furtller period of four months, has already been submxtted to Government.

)
——.

“Board's Proceedidgs, » evu-npril (87, zvv~sui,

‘Tt appears that a small extra establishment, costmg Rupees 16 per mensem,’
18 employed Lut whether this item is included in the cost of storage is not stated,
nor does the Collector explain how the sum of Rupees 1,350 has been adjusted.

only Rupees 250, the Board presume that the cost of storage must have been.
\ improperly deblted to manufacture

4. The Collector’s action in grantmrr a specxal rate of .discount was illegal ;

it does not appear that the wastage in this instance was excessive, and the grant

/of special discount, except to cover exceptional wastage, is beyond the cempetence

even of the Board and the Local Government, the price; to be charged being fixed

l by law at Rupees 2 per maund. The salt being apparently uusaleable undel‘
‘ existing conditions, the only course open appears to be to destroy it.

»

- viveeB. The Doard; however, deem this o favorable’ opportunity for repreeentmm -

to Government the dx‘llculty of dealing with these extensive sal swamps and of -
dxspomng of the salt under the existing state of the law. Tle spontaneoussalt
which now forins on these swamps must either be collected or destroyed. : Destruc- -
tion is now attompted either by flooding the swamp with fresh water when such. -
a course is foasible, which i is frequently not the case, or by turmnv in herds 2
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.. of buﬂ‘aloea to trample the salt in, hut the Board belxeve«that thxs is very inefec-
tually done, and that, owing to the vast extent of the swamps and the numbers
who engage in pilfering, the guarding i is very inefficient. There is no shelter for
. the guard, and the pollce are unable to deal with the large gangs that. assemble

to carry off th '
:Board's Procee»imga, 5th July 1873, No. 1,202, J o salt, - These difficulties

K
e

Do. 23rd Sept. ,,  ,, 1,910, 3T€ sufficiently illustrated by the corre-
£ .‘B:. , lg:ll: fl:;'léh ’ %’12% spondence " recorded in the marginally-
-,,Dof' .. July‘ . :: 1,714, noted papers and in G. 0., dated 4th~f_ -

" May 1874, No. 544.;

.8, VIQ i hard] neuonmxy to observe that such a system aﬁ'ords considerable
ﬁb’&ﬁg} “for fr "&ud‘”"q‘n&t mds to' demoralize all concerned—-—Revenue officials, Police,
,end the people in the Edighbourhood. : : '

7. Such bemg the case, it would appear preferable tq endeavor to utilize -
the salt. Looking to the i increasing demand both for export and home-consump--
tion, it appears very desirable that an endeavor should be made to render this salt

1ava11able for use, and the possibility of substituting it for Bombay salt for the
’ supply of the West Coast Districts and Travanehxe suggests itself for consider-
l ation. meg to its greater weight as compared wnth that manufactured at most

* gtations, the merchants wha buy by weight and sell by measure will not purchase
it; it has also been alleged that the people of the Coast object to it on the ground
that it is unwholesome, but the Board believe that thergyis but little ground for

* this prejudice, and that it is not shared by the inhabitants of the interior. Swamp
- ,salt would probably be freely taken were special inducements held outso as to.
" enable the merchants to realize the sama rate of profit as on manufactured salt. = FF7.
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‘5 views of Collectors ‘and decided that
,,*Lm f 496
M’ “ Proeeedmga 2nd March 1875, No.  nothing could be done except by the

s oﬂ'er of a specml -discount which the change in the law which was then under
*":Jp s dxseussmn might fa.cxlxtate Smce then the Madras Salt Act, No. XI. of 1875, has

7y ”flu: , become law, but has only as yet been -
bt G0, 0 Mamh 1875, No. 390. stended to the two West Coast Dlstncta

(,‘ a0 . : ' nnder the notification dated 9th March.
d,}" ’ "o, ‘But, even if this Act were extonded to the East Coast Districts, it would K
v only enable the Government to offer a epecial dxscountﬁof 6} per cent., and this

. rate has'been found to be insufficient in the case under notice. Under Section 3

; . ' ‘:“_ ‘small sum of one* anna per. maund for
. y The cost of eollecting 22,363 maunds is . this, the utmost concesswn that could
¥

’ o s .
) t’“ * ‘l‘,n‘"the cosb of etorage, sale, and wasta;,e must be added to the duty ; allowing the

iven at Rupe ,113‘0 or nearly one anna .per ° .
fna.nnd. but it is not stated what this sum'in- legally be made would be a reduction * ::

9. The dlﬁ'erence in wexght between sponta.necms ‘and manufactured salt,’
has been found to amount to as much as 73 per cent. in some cascs (r4de
paravraph 115 of Dr. Ratton’s Report on the South Canara District) ; and, compar-
ing the swamp salt of Ka.hmangundu Tharavai (on the assumphon that its weight
38 smnla.r to that of Vedarniem awamp aalt, vaz., 74 oz, per measure of 115 5 cubio

“however,
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‘ nchfs) v;x’ch the manufactured salt of the nexghbormg stahon of Morakolum, mth
whidh?it would be brought into competition, stated at page 83 of Dr. Ratton's
Report on the Southern Districts to be 68 - oz. per measure, the difference is nine
per cent. It is, therefore, clear that the margm sllowed by Act XL of 1875 is
msuﬁicxent ; :

\ 10. The Boarl would suggest that the Local Guvernment should _be

: , empowered to remit a portion of the duty in the special case of swamp salt.

sf The only alternative is to destroy it or to force it on the publie in some localmes
by provxdmg no ouher for the traders to take. . : -

(Trua (}oples and Extract )

-

' . Acting Sub-Sécreté@ry..
" To the ‘*ecretnry to Government Bevenue Department -
7 with copxes of Board's Proceedings, dated 5th July 1873 No. 1 202
l 23rd September 1873, Ko. 1,910; 5th November 1873, No. 2,251;
o 13th May 1874 No. l 122 and 7th July 1874, .\’o. L,714.

Copy to the Collector of Madura. - ‘g.,h,«,
e b0 Dr.J. L. Batton. o
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~ clearly shaw tha{; the salt-creeks, whwh are very extensive and which are in - _ ’1‘:
) sacluded +position” in the Nagaram Island, produce annually large quantities of

" spontaneoas. salt in hot: Weathc;' from natural causes, and that the arhcle is
gt rered and used by the people ‘with much tactness and secretness,
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in certain Houaea, but not in salt-crebks, eie.
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SRS hw my hamble npmwu,«some a&«htmnal Police forea would ba NEGESSATY o .o - s
to loom afier the salt-creeks, ete., and get spontaneous salt destroyed occabmnally
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‘ . No. ,910 ‘
Paoczmmcs or THE BOARD OF RE‘?E\'L'E, dated 23rd September 1873

Read the foalowmg Ietter from A. 'SUDERSHANA ROW, Deputy Collector on-
< ' General Duties, to W, 8. FOSTER, Jsq., Acting Collector of the Goda-.
| . very District, dated Aknd 16th August 1873, Ne. 207 :— | '

A.a dlrectod in your Oilicial® Memorandum dated the 17th ultmlo, No. 179,
I borr to furmsh the information called for in paragraph 2 of Proceedmgs of the
BJard of Revenue of the 5th 1dem, No. 1,202,

2.~ I held several pnvate inquiries rcrrardmg thd allecred clandestme use of
spontannom salt in villages east of tho Narsapur 'I'aluq the results of whxch

3. L submit that in former days the practice was to have such salt destroyed
by making cattle ' to trod upon it. Now such a course is not adopted. It is no
wonder that the hlcrh prices of manufactured salt and the famhtles of obtalmnv '
swamp salt would afford room to awful temptations.” . ’
4. The ouclosed copy of a deml-ofhclaﬁetter of the Deputy Tahsﬂdar and

-5, Tam erry that’I am not yet supcessful in d:acovermg the places where -

" this salt'is said to have Lad stored ; in fact, since the dato of my letter of the 3rd

. May 137’3 No. 90 I iad not much time to go and mspent the salt- creeks, etc., as
- T'hai the mwinterml charge of the Tanuku Taluq from the mxddle of that montn co-
K to the beginuing of this mon*h in addition to the dutles of my division.” .’ e T

G During the last seven months of this year eleven cases, involving 180 =
ﬂeerq of spmtaneous salt, were tried in this chnsmn and the peoplo who had "
* possession of it were convxcted and vzsx‘ed with a.dequate pumshments The -
detection of the crimo could eafdy be said to’ he very poor. Tho salt was found

T, There are two Pohee stations in the Nagaram Island vlz., one at Siva..
ccju and’ another at ‘lavamm, but they are not in the vicinity of the scene of
the m-nnv “Tha, tired Baat Constables, who scalcely go out of the way leading
from ons nlhwo to another, cannot be cxpected to be a ¢heck upon the evil. - \

-
v

9..-1 bag respectfull y to assure you that I would keep always asha.rp eye ove‘.
the matter wnh a vxew to arrest the prorrrpss of the fraud. ‘ o

P. ‘S' —Ths othez day when I wont to the v-lla're of Ka.lawapudy on duty, the :

* people there mformed me that in ‘the Kistda Distriet swa,mp salt is being collected

féom tho salt-croeks noar the Bantumilly Cotaurs and stored on the pld.tform for sale

- purposes as crystals are large and their cokoux is wlute. .
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i - S ‘ HO";270:1~ S ] ‘Pé 2 ;i A . ProceepINGs OF TOE Boarp oF Revexur, dated 5tk November 1873.
-‘! o FORWARDED {o the Board of Revenue with rgference tq their ‘°°eeu“?gs’, %T ,%,'\;-" - Read tho following letter from Surgeon J. J. L. RATTON, w.p., Speeial duty, to
L : o 1.202. - _’ R S -y g H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Sub-Secretary to the Board of Revenue
i dated 5th July last, No. 1, , oo, 1 A . ,
) A , »‘ ) S (Signed) ‘ W. 8: FOSTER; - A 15T _ dated 30th Septemher 1873, No. 20 :— o A
(2 ot . CocarADA, S0 Y27 Acting Collector. - f s " Asrequested by the Board in Proceedings, No. 1,910, dated 23rd September .
‘i,! - 26th August 1873:_ . » : o T 5’ } ;‘3 187’3', I have the honour to forward an opinion as to the disposal of spontaneous
i 3 ‘ the old custom of destroying | 'salt in the Godavery District. - '

ATkuE_‘Collector is requested to report why

the Godavery District to admit of 1ts .
account, but the Deputy Collecter will pay special a

o o "salt has been disused. The - effostusl destruction of such salt is an, /: Jw S 2. I passed through the district in the month of March last year (1872), ata

! fPoptaneous ° f the duty of the Salt Department, and the Board expect its. ! S .. tima when tha const rond or zather track was_still flooded: by the Godavery, and

e important part ? ¢ : l S S : was obliged to make a wide detour, #ia Dowlaishweram and Ellore, to reach Masuli- )
‘ [ perf‘;x_'malr; ce 1&1;‘:&'& at srponta.ﬁBOﬁSV galt is not found in sufficient quantities in 9% . patam. I know nothing, therefore, of the Godavery salt swamps, nor of the amouut

' ) s its being profitably stored on Crovernment ™, g Of salt they yield. ‘ ' |

ttention to the subject and - 3. Swamp salt i3 of excellent purit); ; if properly gatherred, purer than that’

s e

manufactured in the present way. Fromananalysis before me, I see that the mean

i PP IO
e e aaa ST

I ; o hpres'sing: the Board believe, howevery’ th
the regular establishment. .. . o o
g- o "~ (A true Copy and Extract.) o
" (Sigued). H.Sr. A, GOODRICH,
. . TActing Sub-Seeretary.

- 4. With this knowledge it secras a pity to waste it, especially as it is certain
‘that as the staple of ‘manufactured salt erystal improves, the prejudice against
. ‘'spontaneous salt, which has reference to its weight chiefly, will disappear. Spon-
¥ - taneous salt obtained on the south-cast margin of the Godavery District is now
. stored and sold at Pandraka. = ‘ S :
2 ’ 5. But the Board believez that enough of it will not be found in the Godavery
LR PR Distrint tn repay storage, . Undor the circumstanges. it must of eourse be destroyed
;- - . to prevent smuggling. - N : o
6. Befoxjé‘ sugzesting & Exiea_n's of destroying it, I would call attention to the
fact or supposed fact, that tho great majority of the men who pilfer swamp salt are
theWoast fishermen who require it to cure their fish, and that. these men after its
- destruction cure their fish with the mud upon which it has lain into which it has
- been perhaps trampled, to the manifest injury of a very common food of the people.
' 7. Dr. Day isanxious that good salt only should be used in fish-curing, and
an inquiry into the best way of providing it has been set on foot. Here is a salt,
the purest we know of, which costs us nothing to make but a good deal to destroy, .
formed at the fisherman’s door and regularly pilfered by him ; why not turn it to
‘account? Iam not prepared with any.scheme for the purpose, but I think the .
“subject well worth looking into. - I S ‘ C

3 .
| ‘ <t Dr. Ratton’s opinion. - . =+ . 3 Cd . Y e eq s . :
: S the Boarc;fmg H;g:'pibt fel‘ceshs sy tho géﬂeétb ¢ may dpply for a small tempofary  / percentage of Sodic Chloride in four specimens of salt lately manufactured at
Lt - 3:‘ a sot they ceason when the duty of destroying swamp salt becomnes ; ' Madras, Bombay, Canara and Goa, respectively, is 84-37; whilst the percentage in
’ establishment ab the, ' at it was always discharged formerly by . ¢ , - Cutch swamp salt is 90-35, and in the produce of the Vedarniem Swamp 96-70,
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T he Asting Collectof of the Gulavery Pistrisk.o - 1 B R T
_, Dr. Ratton, oa Special Duty, T

- . with Board's Proceedings,

’ 'Cc;py to the Inspector-General of Pelice.. -
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dated 5th July 1878, No. 1,202 1 .

B A S Fedgse

~ 8. Itis not very easy without some previous acquaintance with the particulaf» '
swamps in question to write confidently respecting them. In fact, without a:
_Imowsedge of the, extent of swamp, of the dopth of water in the swamp, of its
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Lk ST b - tho contained brine, I am very badly prepared indeed to offer an opinion as to the
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Wi 2 %g 2:8 S A ‘ 8 7 = s best means of treating any swamp. , ~ , ‘
i B 8538 S : L \ e . L |
s 58 £53 & R \9 : 2 R - 9. Speaking in a goneral way, 1 would propose that to prevent all chance of
‘ B R 7 T e o . - :
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10. When the brine marks 25° Btaume, there will be very httle of it left in
the swamp—-—whdt with ddmage, leakage, and evaporation, not more than a twentieth {
of the original amount. -This he can get rid of, if any chaunel or . estuary i8 near
at hand at a lower level, by cutting a superficial trench towards it. " A single man
may do this by scratching with his iron a way for the water, * The . water will ﬂow
out widening and deepening the road for itself. L

11.  Or the swamp may generally be drainegd, by digging shafts down to the ;
sub-soil which is getting dry and tlnrqty about tlm time, and the swamp water wx]l
join the sub-scil brine and gradually perco]a’ce i's way to sea.

12, Bey ond thi s, I have nothing worth saying, as, if the salti is allowed to form,
the Ueputv Collector will be the best” judge ot hOW niost eoonomlcally to destroy

"Dr. Ratton 5 remarks in para(rraph 3 on the superior punt} of swamp salt are |
worthy of consideration, and the Collector of Godavery i is requested to forward
if it can now be pr ocured a gpecimen of Godavery swamp salt for _examination,
Ifit turn out to be as pure as supposed, it ouoht to be collvcted for salo wherewor
it can be conveniently stored. .

2. The Doard desire information as to the extent of the swampq in the
Godavery, the qummty of salt which they may be estxmated to produce, and at

’

what period of the season it is deposited. If the quantxty is extremely small, it |

might be possible to allow the fishermen to use it for curing ﬁsh but there are obvmus
dangers in making concessions of this kind.

3.- Dr. Ratton’s suggestions in paragraphs 8, 9, 10 11 as to the easxesb mode
of getting rid of tho deposit of swarup salt ay be pr%tncable in some 1ocahtms, and |
..will be communicated ta all Collectors of salt.praduning. dskriots. Rot. as, those ’

,' swamps are usually the most low- ]ymfr in the country, it will probably ba found(

very difficult to drain off the water as proposed. In lrrwatod drstrlcts it mmht be i

Ll el
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‘l
easier to dnstro) the salt by flooding.. : P "
- L (A true Copy and Fxtract) R w3
| (Signed) H. E. STOKES, {
: Actmrr Sub- becretary o
( True (Jopy ) : :
| (ngned) | M. JORDAN ‘
\ o r
To the Collector of the Godavery Distriet, ; iACtmé’ First Agsxftqnt.‘
»» 21l other Collectors of Maritime Districts,- = . LT : §
Copy to Dr. J. J. L. Ratton. - ; S 1
Exd. W, HO. French,. e N
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-could buy it from smugglers who had brought it from a distance.
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. No. 1,122 ;

ProcEEDINGS OF THE Boarp oF Revesur, dated 13th May 1874

‘Read the following letter from W. S, FO,:TL‘R Esq, Acting Collector of the
Godavery District, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Reve-

nue, dated Bhadrachellum. 21st’ March 1874 :—

-1 HavE the honour 'to inform you that, in accordance with the Board’s on )

ceedm"s, No. 2,251, dated 5th November 1873, I have told the Deputy Collector
in charge of the Salt Department to send you some of the Godavery swamp salt.

‘2. You will see that it is muc 1 whiter than the manufactured salt; that its
" crysta]s are larger and harder ; and, judging by ‘the taste, it appears to be purer,

3. Iforward a copy of a letter from the Deputy Collector on the subject,

" 4. The swamps on which spontaneous salt can be formed extend along the
coast some forty miles, but owing to the quantity of fresh water coming down

_ the irrigation channels it is estimated that only about 3,000 or 4,000 acres can -

“produce salt, and that these might produce two or three lacs of maunds of salt.

‘ 5. -Now this salt being scattered over a Iarge extent of country it would
be nnpossxble to collecp it to any proﬁt and it would also cost 2 vood deal to
| destroy

If it must be destroyed this could be done by the methods ‘proposed by

Dr. I»attou, or that propesed by tho Deputy Collector: the pqrtxcular method to

be adopted would depcnd on the circumstances of each swamp.

7. Iaminclined to" think that no appreciable harin is done to the revenue

. -,.": by this salt not being- tn@ar}ytdeﬁroyed The country round them is very
| thinly populated: thére “ire fo- roa&s, and the tneans of transit through this swampy

‘ground so bad that‘ the-cost of e@nvevmo’ it woum very considerably increase the

price, and thus render it scarcely*}orthwhﬂe to smuggle it by land. If they try

to smuggle it by sea they have the danger of the Customs House people finding it

. in which case they would have to pay a high duty, and they would have difficulty

1in landing at other places and disposing of it, because the people there, if they
wanted to get salt illicitly, would be able to make it themselves cheaper than they

these other places it is often difficult to bring boats.
8. Ithink that most of the swamp salt is used by the fishermen for thexr own

' domestic ‘purposes or for preserving fish, and if we destroyed it we should not be

Lkely to sell much more to these people. :
9. Imustsay I do not like the idea of destroymrr salt: wo ouo'ht to try every

expedlent posmble before we attempt to raise the revenue by the destruction of any .

of the necessaries of life.

'10. - If we - destroy this aalt the fishermen - will not go to the expense of

buymg it at a high pnce, and ca.rrymo‘ it to their isolated villages either for culi-
nary purposes or for cunncr ﬁsh we shall do harm to them Wxthout doing our-

“selves good. -
" 11, The people know that they have no nght to this salt,

»
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12. Asthe sysuem of roads becomes extended we shall gradually be able to
prevent the 1111c1t uso of this swamp salt, and at the same time provide the people

; tpurchase galt frora our depdt, raise objections‘f,o the awa‘fnp.éalt. . They often desire me to get
iy : _.an order for the people at large never to buy or eell salt by measurement, but to do so by weighe

i
g ,",‘ '] . . .
with salt at lower rates than the present difficulty of transport will admit,. i o ment only, in which case they say they care not how heavy the salt is. But I was told that we
11; I would prefer that we should leave things as they are; not destroying % 7 coulld not give such an order, as it would be an unnecessary interference with the freedom of the
} public. ‘ .
the salt, but at the same time not giving permission to thekpeople to manufacture { } ) 6. Forthese reasons I am not in favour of the proposition that swamp salt should be gathered
it or store it. If they are detccted doing this they must take the consequences. > ) R a1l over the district, but at the same time I would be glad to try in one or two swamps adjoin-
1t would I think, be advantageous. to us if we could ‘rent out these ; 45% ing the salt pans of Mogultoor, whereby we do not require any additional establishment to lock after
swamps. If we could find people to take them ata rent per acre equal to the profit ) ‘ 5 the works, except a few extra Police guards for three or four months in the year. I am induced
we at present make on the number of maunds an acre may ] be expected to produce / i - . tomake this proposal as I understand that Brinjarics and others coming for salt from distant
we should suffer no loss, and “we sliould enlist the services of more people interested |, TPV countries prefer swamp salt to the manufactured salt, on the grouud that the crystals of the for-
1 rention of the illicit manufacture; but I do not feel very sure that we T . mer are harder'and are not so easily friable as the latter, whereby the former is subject to much - -~ ==~ = -
11111 t lfdpl‘z\ Cbr; o and 1 o tako these swamps on rcnt . N s 4 '+ less wastage than the latter when carried long distances.
eople o . . . . : . ) .
shod able to fnd peop 4 ‘ ' . o 7. If I am to dothis I must have permission to spend some money in raising banks plat-
Excrostrs No. 1. . : .. . . forms, ete., as stated in paragraph 3, as without thig process the yield will be very small and the
\ ' | i | quahty of it will be inferior. : .
Fro'n L. VENKATAPPIAIL, Deputy Collector, to W. S. FOSTER, L'"q . Acting Collector cf the : e ‘. © 8. As for destroying ewamp salt the method sufrgeste 1 by Dr. Ratton, and by the Doard -
Godavery District, dated Cocanada, 27th February 1874, No. 4. ' ‘ ’ i o . - in the concluding part of paragraph 3 of their Proceedings under reference, will be tried in the -
Wira reference to the Board’s Proceedings, dated 5th November last,”No. 2,251, on the A i IR . - approaching salt season. I would further beg to suggest another mode of preventing the formation
" subject of the swamp salt yielding in this district, 1 have the honour to inform you as follows. | * of swamp sals, that ig to say, the swamps are invariably situated within a short distanco of some
. 2. The extent of the swamps in the Government Talugs of this district as ascertained by the ; salt creek or other, which is subject to rise and fall by the tide of the sea, and go a small channel,

R N [y
= v T et s A A e L

say two yards wide, may be dug from such creek so as to fill the swamp daily at the kigh tide and
“to empty it when the tide is low. If this is approved I can prepare estimates for the channels,
which I don’t think will require more than 2 or 3,000 Rupees for the whole district.

, 9.. Of course these channels require to be looked a.fte:r constantly during the hot weather to
prevent their being bunded up by the villagers, but this can be done by a much less paid agency
than the other methods require ; even the village watchers can be employed on this work, an off-

ey accounts is about 86,662 acres, and they lie over along the coast from Chirra Yanam ia i
Amalapoor Talug to Doddanapudy of Bheema- .
* varam Taluq, about forty milesin length,* The

swamp3 in Zemindari Talugs, which are not brought under the operations of the Survey Depart_ ;
ment, may be estimated to extend to about 1,000 acres. Most of these swamps are now subject to
__the overflow of fresh ‘water from the anicut channels, and those that ploduce salt are approximately g

Surv

# As showe in the sccompanying sketch.

*

—

[P

 estimated fo be about 3,000 ar 2, OOJ Tores, sapalle of iclding some b or throo lacs of ma "““ds o S .. cial of somg ravk going over the place ange. or twice in the month to sgeq that the channelsare =
- of salt if we establish a depOt at every available swamp. i ’ ) Y . kept open. It takes a long time for the salt to form after the channel is bunded up, and so there A
3. Dut these swamps are 5o scattered that the gathering and storing of the aalt from them o .. ~ is no fear of the people getting much salt by closing the channels in question for a week or two.

. (Trune Copy )
“(Signed) . W. 8. FOSTER,
L S . Acting Collector.

" will be attended with many difficulties. It requires a very large cstablishment to prevent smug- !
gling, and numberless platforms will Lave to be raised for btormg the salt®on at the different
points along the coast. - . .

LY

4. Swamp salt is not entirely spontaneous. It reqhires some“manua.l laﬁour, euch as raising ‘
'Excrostee No. 2.—Samplas of Salt.

banks to divide the swamp into large pans. Sea water has to be admitted into them several times - °,

S N e &, i e v i, 2 e

during the season. If we don't do this the salt naturally deposxted mll not be so pure, while
the quantxty of it will be much less than otherwise, ) ' . R L \
5. During the last summer I gathered swamp salt from a swamp ak Morrultoor about 200 o H ‘ "It is clear that the collection and storage of the swamp salt in the Godavery
acres in extent. The floor of this swamp is so much sloped that for want of intermediate banks ’ r o Wﬂl not be remunerative ; the ox;ly alternative is to destroy it. This must be dono
3 -

the salt water which originally stood all over the swamp gra,dually came down to the lowest
_ part of it and salt was deposited only in about ten or ﬁfteen acres, the rest of the swamp i
having dried up. The salt gathered amounted to 460 maunds, and though its qughty‘\' is ‘

superior to the manufactured salt it is not

; as effectually as the means at hand will admit of. The District Engineer should
| be requested to report if any of the swamps can be flooded with canal water, which
i - will bo the most certain way of destroying the salt * The mode proposed by the
i Deputy Collector in paragraph 8 of his letter is “open to the objectxon that unless

-

+ A nmme of it is herewith submitted. :‘f
much liked by the people in ‘this part.  They R , _
have some prejudice to use this salt generally ; but the chief point on which the dislike is ) for " i the tida water an ba.admitted at all tlme?’ t”la tendency Wlll 13‘3 to mcrease tho
based is this : the swamp salt is much heavier than the manufactured salt, I have ascertained } deposxt of salt rather than to diminish it. ~ ) TR e et e
_that a measare of the former weighs a8 much as one-ninth more than a measure of the latter, thus ' | | o - 2. The Collector’s proposal as made in- paragraph 131 is qulte 1nad11;1551b]a L
. a tradesman who takes a maund of the swamp salt can sell it only for §ths of what he can sell , S - he Wm sece on reflection that if the prmclple therein laid down were acted on all
“a similar quantity of tte manufactured salt, as he buys from us by weight and sells it to the ) ﬁ ¢ ; along the coast the destruction of the Salt revenue would only be a matter of time.

people by measurement. For this reason merchants and traders, who are the cnly men that s e ST : : .
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To the Acting Collector of the Godavery Dlﬁil‘lea , ]
Copy to the District Fogineer, Godavery District. - §
"3 3 H
,» toDr.J. J. L. Ratton, on special duty. j
n 1'\
|
] }
A g
y - o
3 ‘ ¥
f%f . : . ':}
}‘ - - s v k . IV P L ‘ N e e “V‘ ' g
b T Exd. J. Tulloch. e . C ¥
] . E ‘ . ‘ ) , " - - . ‘ 1 1 " ;
: j
! 3
;
o |
BTl 2
” . : . o
i | ]
" {
‘ o
. E B} i
y . N
5 ¥ i
:f , . ' {
e 5 N .
N : . } .
l a s S - I . e o i b T PR i s e "z
. s — e t- Lt e e it L 0 i bk oy L e j'~-u M' R
AR BEeg S, U . |8 = |-
Con e (oY A - PR =N E . » R ca ' e . }
v x' . ﬁ "‘3 g § Q_. P ‘ g ' o B
B 8, S g | b
: R < ' z T, =
1o EELT S B b= |
. | ' | b ey } t . = B
et Q'g ..{\1‘:'\,) . (] - b »e)
o : L z [ ] y . ey / R
O £ Mg | & M o . o M (= IR I
FE88 |- » S 15 - I~
i M ] > ' '
SEEllE = N ; = sz
PELoa e Bl W 3 s T
i ? R &°a San - @ U T
' ; . ' -3 P . 5
I < g g. \ » . e
S S8 >~ R b - ,f L7
oo . Ea8 - I FS " - .
LI i ﬂ\ ~ by . - 3
i} g Ve B S = v
% L E& ' ) o oy
i Esa N 1Y L -9
e bt .“ .
B pegiciy<) % o -
R e ER e T L T L L e K
N t : ii‘
Al T Lot o o - F X S

PR T

“ . & - "
nders the most stringent measures
axation of those precautions 1is cer«.

alization of all concerned.
ity of guarding this

3. The beavy. duty mposed on salt re
necessary to prevent its evasion; and any rel
tain to lead to anincrease of smuggling and to the demor

4. .The Doard must impress on the Collector the necessi
branch of the revenue with tho utmost vigilance. :

(True COPIBS and Extract.)
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- . No. 1202
" Proceentxas o THE Boarp’ OF RBVENUE dated 5th July 1873.

L. Read the following letter from A. SUDARSHANA ROW Deputy-Collectur on

1‘7‘ o Genera.l Duties, to W. 8. FOSTER, Esq., Acting Collector of the Godavery

L District, dated Nursapur, 3rd May 1873, No. 99:— = :

?’ Lo CIn obedxence ta your instructions, I beg to oﬂer explanation for the discre-

}, L ‘pancy pointed ‘out in the Official Memomndum (herewith returned) of the Aeting ™
= Sub- beerefary of the Board of Revenue, dated the 18th ultimo, No. 503. .

sy Inmy unswers to the quwtwus of Dr. Udy, 1 stated that ‘salt sdls uﬂldtlns‘.

,{". (“‘ ' -
| vaxsxon at 3 Rupees a' maund. This" will certainly not correspond with tho
. ‘sttnct Returns. The latter, I behcve, contains 'the average of the pnces preval.

- ent at various places in the whole district. o - 4

E} 3. Bubjoined is a Statement shewing the average prices of .ealt of the entire . - 3
v district, as entered in the Fort 81, George Gazelles :— A

‘é Y R T Averase pri Price per :
oot . . Months. - . virraczfcnce maund at :

b B o : P ‘g €] this rate. ’

e,, R S L oL e .

[ o | =ms. a p| ms. 4 R -

P wvL 'l.Jan'lary 1872 e we] 2820 0 -2 5 Ty

3 P 2. February ,, "..; 2780 0 - 2- 5 1

e ' + 3. March 1s  ses e} 278 0 .0 2 51

Lo o Al L] 277 0 0l 2 41
e b May T, . e} 273 0.0 2 4 4 ‘ -

" .. . L i . | R
(R 6. June S as ees e 275 0 01 2 - 4 8 ‘ .
At n} e b L b g ey I P S “47 K gy et Taat e AL Ay By T L A A A S I - w‘d“»:w

% ’ S 8. August Cyr Ceee Ceed| 283.0 0 2.5 8

b 1 9, September,, Cae .y 2770 0 2 411

RN . 1 10.October - ,, .. ..} 249 0-0 2 5°2 f
- - ) 11. November ,, ... .| 280 0 0} 2 5 4 . - L
P 12. December ,, e} 27870 0 2 5.1 T
A 13 January 1873 e e 273 ‘0 0{-2 411 -
) — el
T 4, Tbeg to add that a garce contains 120 Indnn Maunds. 'The price per 5%
EE" ’ [ garce at3 Rupees a maund is Rupees 360. The prices of this article in the -
TN ursapur Taluq vary from Rupees 2-8-0 to Rupees 2.13-6 per Indian Maund. Iun .
i . the villages eituated in the heart of the Bheemavarum 'T'aluq, salt is sold generally R
;. a3 Rupces ‘and at sometime moro’ than that amount a maund. Many of the

© 7 villages i in thls Division are far from Salt Kotars.” The nearest Salt Kotars to this. ;

i Division . are Kara.pa and Penuo‘uduru near Cocanadz and Bantumilly near L

x’ "'Masulxpatam n “ . ' "
ﬁ& - 5. Baltis conveyed to the V1Ha0‘es situated in the heart of this Dnvmm In e
M7 Cavadies from’ want. ‘of ‘roads ‘and communications. = The Cavady ‘¢oiy 15 ndt L
» " moderate, In rainy weather the retail salt sellers cannot go to several villages in :
P this Division to sell salt as they will have to walk on bate regar soil. - : i
b . 6. Tho Kotar newly opzned at Mogultur will really check the mrrh _prices oy
“:‘ of salt in this Division. I have every reason to believe that spontiizous saltis = - ’: )

: o " being much used by the people clandestmely, in the vxllaves sxtua.ted east of the |
i; ‘ L4 ' ~ ' - ,‘ ~§ ,
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Tne Board will ba prepare& to consxder any’ reasonable proposxt)on which
miv be submitied by the Collector, but cannot fix any definite sum as available
.- for the purpos2.  In the me:mtxme the Talug a,nd Salt officials must do the best

they can to destroy the swamp salt and to check illicit tradmw. L
S (True Copxes and Extract.)

i
1

e | TE 0 (Signed) " C. A GALTON
T ' L , Actmg Sub- Secretary

i P U PR R NS U PP
y

To tue Acting Collector of the Godavery Diétrict. ’
Copy to the District Engineer, Godaveéry District.’
»» %0 Dr.J. J. L. Ratton, on Special duaty.
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